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THE EPISTLE 
DEDICATORY 



TO 

J. H. B* I. 

My due Johs, — Y ou may wonder, with some justification, why it is 
to you thiT I address the dedicatory epistle to this bwk of voyages, to you 
wlio arc as yet in the fortunate position of being able neither to read nor 

'"iJ'ji as vou he upon your crawling rug in happy content mem am! security, 
idly contemplating the dosing hours of your ninth month, £** *£ !m be 
a true symbol of the times upon winch we arc about to look back. W 
rue is your native heath, and every inch of if is known to you* \ ou havo 
travelled its length and breadth i from the embroidered rabbit to the elephant, 
frum cow to ai, you have pursued your uncertain way i you hive even 
explored those curious signs in (lie south-eastern corner, although you do 
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not understand that they arc the initials of your sister* wTnn. blazed the trail 
three year* before you- But ere long, if you arc a child of enterprise* 
conremroent and security will prove dull enough. The vast expanse of 
lino!turn or turf around you will awaken a latent sense within you, the 
passionate desire la know” what tS round the corner. So one day, having 
taken a b$l look at the gentle woollen slopes you know so well, you will 
set off into the hint At hist you will meet with one disappomtmait after 
another. You are nor very seaworthy, stud twice you will turn turtle hi 
sight of your native shore, and there you will lie screaming until one of 
those goib who attend to your immediate necessities and guard you from 
serious peril, picks you up and carries you back to your mg* 

But in a htcle while vou will learn the art of even, if nqt rapid, propuLton | 

E m will become steadier on your helm, and once more you will ?ice your 
ce toward* the unknown. Soon the uplands of your home are lost tu 
sight * you are alone, hull down* on a vast sea of linoleum. Presently you 
Will make your first landfall j Columbus was no more thrilled when hret 
he sighted the West Indies than you were by that hazy vision of the Iqg 
of the nursery table. Here much time is spent on scienti fic research* Hu? 
strange land a hard to the head* but not unpSeasmt to the taste. It would 
be pleasant to linger here, but the fever is on you, and you are off ag^in. 
Now an unforeseen peril overwhelms you * a hot breath on your cheek 
proclaims the approach of that shaggy monster of whom you have been 
dimly conscious iiLl your life. A wet nose snuffles in your ear, your tower 
lip trembles, and in ^ trice, fear having dulled your sense of balance, you 
are over on your back, bellowing with rage, until one of the almighties 
takes you home again. 

So, little by little, you experience all the fearful joys of the explorer, until 
finally the great day comes when success crowns your efforts. Hie T*| 
table \eg is now passed rapidly by ; soon the second is on your starboard 
bow, and as it slips astern you change your course j the third leg looms up 
before you. Doubling this point, a dash is made into the unknown ; for a 
moment you are horribly conscious of the urcer loneliness of your position. 
Your resources are almost at an end when, with a shout of joy signifying 
" Land hq ! " you see in the distance the fourth table leg. Soon you 
clutching it and ravenously drawing from It such bare nourishment as it 
iffortk Your eye roams round* an a In the distance you discern a famt blue 
Sine on the horizon. Wheji you have recovered your strength, you set fl 
once more, and soon the distant Eand takes shape. Slowly it dawns on you 
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that this is home. A few strokes, ynu arc rolling on your aiure plains; 
There is the cat, there the elephant. A M: b^ldere*, 
tattered ; but, joy of joys, you have achieved what had seemed impossible. 
Henceforth the world will know yon as John the Circumnavigator. 

It is dear, however, that a man so busily digged as younclf can have 
little time or indination to listen to the deeds ui others. ^ our dally life, 
my son, is crowded with adventures which must seem to you every bit as 
dictate as those described in thee Fourteen .yews must pass before 

vou prow tall enough to view the horizon over which these adventurers 
ssilflTtm their various quests. It is to you as I picture you fourteen years 

hence that I dedicate these pages. __ 

The test, alas 1 is not nunc to give to you, nor am I able to approach my 
distinguished collaborator on this «mre. Perhaps it w « wdl, for sons are 
probafly a sore point witli Richard Hakluyt, Twice married, he had bu 
one. son, a sad disappointment, who squandered his inheritance and brought 

dishonour on his father’s name. . . . .. .1, t _uji_ 

Bui such decoration* as appear from time to time in this book l E 7 
give ym., in the full confidence that of the two am the brush is Infinitely 
less likely to gather in an inheritance for you to squander than is the pen. 


L, H. I. 


Thu Black Windmill, 

Whits table, Junt, 191$. 
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THE PREFACE 


M OFTEN wonder why children in rhi* country from eight to 
dghiccn years uSd are so examination-ridden that ah interest 
in English history and English dasii^, such as Hakluyt a 
Voyages,” ii invariably nipped in the bud—invariably, mat 
is, for those of m to whom rhe very thought of examina¬ 
tions is odious and often brings on a cold sweat of apprehen¬ 
sion A French critic, with a foresight which the passing years have 
prut id to hr- only too correct, once said: "I won to see creeping 
over the whole of England die infection of ruminations, the fever of 
degrees t I am not at aU sure that I should not prefer the plagues of 

^Hc was perfectly right - w upon Shakespeare and upon ail our great poets 
the blight of examination has already fallen. The other night, after reading 
ihrouuh some English papers for the Public Schools Common Entrance 
Ennmalfon, I had a terrible nightmare. I was being mtuned in 
“ Treasure Island,” and as I searched my mind to give H T he Advantages 
and Disadvantages of Jim Hawlrir* f Actions on the Hiipamia " my love 
for this hook turned to halt, and Sr even son himself was designated to that 
particular purgatory which up to rhe present had held Lord Macaulay in 
solitary confinement. This Wa$ but a nightmare Similarly, it is i but a 
dne«ri that one day out sons may be allowed to lead such classics Shake¬ 
speare and Hakluyt free from the fearful knowledge that at the end nr term 
some inquisitor will wring From them, not a confession of the measure of 
their enjoyment, but a halting admission of how much they have foiled to 
commit to memory. It is no use, proud parent, protesting that your little 
Cttrlyon enjoy* examinations, that they are the only means whereby be can 

E rovc hfe superiority to his fellows, if he must demonstrate his scholarship, 
:t him confine himself to such Latin and Greek works & Nature seems 
to have provided for the purpose. We might go further, and ihd a tear 
for the mutilation of Csrsar, for Euripides robbed of dJ dramatic m wrest, 
for Homer and for Virgil, and beg him to con lent himself with the cold- 

he 
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blooded problems of Euclid and the fiendish collaborations of Hall ind 
Knight, Bui if only ex;uninera will keep their hands off our English 
classics* so rhat we ni&y fead them when and where we choose* e m,*> 
do whaf he tikes wills the remaining daisies in any other knguap? dca “ 
or alive This, however* is, but a dream ; the mfecnon of uammano ns is 
rapidh becoming isndcmit Meanwhile mir sympathies fiy out to the toy 
who, on being asked whether cjdone ar.d barrage were natural or phy^ 
phenomena, replied in desperation* ** God made them ail, so *ucta ■ 

By the time the average boy is old enough to read these voyage? history 
may mean nothing to him but a confusing series of treaties constitu¬ 
tions, kingi and queens. At most public schools history—at }mt ^ The 
lower forms—ts served up in mudi the same wa y as the food. It is mailfl 
« unart nieme as possible* until the hungry consumer is driven to MU&y 
his appetite upon the less nmmshing, but irvfinitfJy more Appealing, fa re at 
the tuck-shnp. When history is presented to you as mrtier stale bread, jl 
is left Eo rhe novelist to serve it up as hot buttered toast, Ths> is no au 
el the schoolmaster I his teaching is control Id by examination I hut the 
rnult of all this is that when, during preparation* you are supposed 10 be 
mastering the details nf the counter- Reformation* you are probably rest mg 
* Westward Ho l n and incidentally gaining a very vivid impression ot the 


times. 


A taste for talcs of adventure k common 10 all bovi * it is a whoicsoffle 
taste, and much has been done to satisfy it Kingsley, Stevenson * ■ t 
Buchan, and Henry are but a few of those to whom we owe more t un 
wc arc ever likely to admit. Such battles as wc are called upon to tight m 
our lives will not be won either by a prolonged loitering on playing he 
or by the hours spent with Mis Gardiner’S short, hot unattractive,« History 
of Inland.” The study of Napoleon’s tactics, however diligent, will not 
produce as fine a soldier as will a lively appreciation of Ney s heroism in 
(he rearguard in 1S12. The most brilliant tactics may fell if fiunr-hrartw 
troops are called upon to execute the necessary tranreuvresj ,n *P ir ^ 
courage may often carry through an enterprise which tacticians ia 

considered to be impossible. . _ 

In Older to become a skilful strategist one must have more than art 
average brain, and brains, alas I are not handed out with the pleasan 
uniformity of arms and lepc Courage, on the other hand, ic. conscious y 
or unconsciously, but nn efforr to live up to a preconceived ideal, to imitate, 
as far as we can, some chosen hern. Fortunately there is o n i store n 
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heroes, open to all of us, upon whicfi the cook’s son, the duke’s son, the 
dunce, and the scholar may draw with equal facility. 

However, since the fitness of boys to enter our great public schools and 
Universities depends, to a large degree, on the number of dry facts they 
have been able to learn by a given time, it is necessary for them to address 
themselves to the collection of such knowledge with diligence, if not with 
relish. The object of this book is to swamp the powder with nch jam ; 
the powder then will be but an evil memory ; a love of jam will remain 
with them all their lives. Now, were history the dry bread that examiners 
would have us believe it to be, all we could do would be to thank God for 
novelists and to devour their works. 

But it is not. . . , , 

Fortunately in almost every historical period some genius, as though he 
foresaw what would come to pass, has left us a picture as truthful, vivid, 
and absorbing as you please of the times in which he lived. And, curiously 
enough, although he may make no effort to startle the reader nor to search 
after dramatic effect, he invariably defeats the novelist at his own game. 
Philip de Commines, Froissart, Cellini and Pepys, to name but a few, have 
seen to it that the history of the world is not a series of treaties and con¬ 
ventions, but rather a procession of great men, good or bad, as the case 
may be. We may, moreover, give way to justifiable pride in the fact that 
two of the greatest of these commentators were Englishmen, namely 
Samuel Pepys and Richard Hakluyt. # . , 

Richard Hakluyt was born about I 55 2 In Herefordshire, and was 
educated at Westminster School and Christ Church, Oxford. Here he took 
Holy Orders, but evidently his interests lay more in geography than theology, 
for while still at Oxford he had made a study of such Greek, Latin, Italian, 
Spanish, Portuguese and French accounts of travels znd yoyigcs as he 
could find. In 1582, as a result of his researches, he published Djvejs 
Voyages touching the Discovery of America,” a book which attracted t e 
attention of Lord Howard of Effingham, the Lord Admiral of the Queen s 
Navy. Lord Howard’s brother, oir Edward Stafford, who was going to 
France as ambassador, appointed this scholarly young pnest to be his 

Ch Hakl , uyt, during his sojourn in France, made a discovery which must 
have been very galling to him. He found everybody discussing the great 
voyages of discovery made by the Spanish, Portuguese and Italians, while 
his own countrymen were looked upon as idle stay-at-homes. Immediately 
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upon his return to England Lie determined to correct this i mp restart* which 
wm a very false one* and he commenced to place on record the various 
enterprises upon which rhe English had been engaged. The result of his 
labours was the first edition of “ The Principal Navigations, Voyages, 
TraiBquia and Diicvucri<$ of the English Nation/' 

He took infinite paim tu collect accurate accounts of these voyages. He 
interviewed the survivors of various expeditions* and often took down* word 
for word* the narratives of tiici tupuiiu of the ships. Ho numbered Drake, 
Hawkins* Frobisher and many other famous sea captains among hb personal 
friends j and he certainly made the most of his opportunities, ^ 

These activities did not hinder his preferment ; indeed, in those limes* 
when religious observance was of the u 'rrust-in-Gi^d^and-kccp-your- 
powder-dry TT order* they probably helped him- For a time he had a living in 
Suffolk; finally he became Archdeacon of Westminsitr and a chaplain of 
the Savoy. He died in t6l6* having wirnessed the gradual rise of England 
to the sovereignty of the stats* and he was buried in Westminster Abbey., 

So much, then* for the career of the man to whose initiative and energy 
we are indebted for these atnricx. Hb complete worle^ when republished a 
few years ago, ran into eight volumes, but although every page has some 
quaint interest of its own, much of their content* k concerned only with 
geographital research. The object of this collection has been to gather 
together those voyages which, for breathless interest and inspiring heroitm, 
rival the most lurid fiction. Clarke Russell pales before the kst voyage 
of Thomas Cax r endtsh ; Jules Verne is heavy reading when compared to 
The account of Drake's voyage round the world. 

Sir John MilLais once painted a beautiful picture of two Elizabetlwn 
bop sitting on the foreshore* listening spell-bound to a sdbr wiling of his 
adventures in die W'esL* We may envy those boys the music of that 
rough voice* but, far the rest* we arc every bit ai fortunate as they were. 
Hakluyt,, too* listened to die yams oF th«.e weather-beaten sailers before 
the tan of the tropical sun had faded from their faces* With infinite care 
he wrote dow r n their every word, so that we have unly to peep over his 
shoulder* as it were, to be carried back four hundred years. He was wise 
enough, moreover, neither to re-edit nor polish up their quaint grammar and 
phraseology ; we may read, then, their unconscious poetry as it left their lips. 

When this book wo$ being planned there was some discussion as to 
whether the spelling and punctuation should be altered—one hesirates to 
• Tfct Boy head of Ktldffc.” 
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sav corrected—in order that it might appear more familiar to modern 
readers. Happily it was decided to leave it as it was—“ a plain unvarnish d 
tale ” In those far-off days comparatively few people were able to read or 
write, so that reading aloud, a beautiful accomplishment and one which is, 
alas ! sadly on the wane, was a pleasant necessity ; fewer books were 
printed, which meant that each volume was in itself a work of art, though 
it depended on being read aloud to make up for its small circulation. I f you 
read these stories aloud, you will find that the masses of colons and commas, 
which may appear at first sight to be merely confusing, are really designed 
to render their recitation a graceful and easy performance. 

As for the spelling, one soon gets accustomed to it Queer spelling is 
not confined to the Elizabethans ; it may be some consolation to us to know 
that our own “bloomers” may amuse people four hundred years hence. 

Before we embark upon these travels there are a few points which ought 
to be clearly understood. Cricket is more entertaining to watch if we know 
the rules and conditions of play ; and in the same way that a man reporting 
a cricket match omits to mention that there are six balls a " ov ^ r V^‘"S 
it for granted that his readers are necessarily acquainted with the rudiments 
of the°game, so the Elizabethan historians failed to comment on <:eruin 
things which, though they may have been commonplace enoughtoth 
with changing times have become altogether extraordinary. F.rst and 
foremost, let us consider the size of the ships in which these men ventured 
into the unknown, often into the unknowable. # 

At that time such English ships as were of any appreciable tonnage were 
in the Queen’s Navy. The Triumph , 1,000 tons, the Jesus of Lubeck, 
700 tonS three or four more, including the Revenge, over 500 tons, 
wereX only capital ships we possessed, and the Queen, who was always 
unwilling to let her own ships go out of her sight, took good care that they 
were not^sent upon uncertain and dangerous expeditions across the Atlantic 
Indeed, she was in some measure justified m her caution, ^ r .^ a ^ OS 7 
only occasion on which she departed from her custom and lent the Jesus 
oflubeck to Sir John Hawkins, although his first expedition amply rewarded 
her, on the second she not only lost her fine ship, but camc near to lo«ng 
two of her finest captains. However, in some curious way. Heaven seemed 
to be on the side of the little ships } where galleons felled and foundered^ 
the tiny barques of England defied wind and wither in a manner which 
leeiTto uslttle short of miraculous. And “ tiny » is by no means too 
diminutive an adjective. 
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In the fiect with which Dmke set out on hk voyage round the world 
there was no vessel of more than 100 tons burden. Thomas Cavendish 
on lik voyage of circumnavigation had but one ship, the D/tire^ of I %o tons, 
the cither two, the Cvntmt and the Hugh Gallant^ being bo and 40 tons 
respectively. Tonnage is at best a bewildering estimation * perhaps it is 



more so to us in our precise mathematical times than it was to them, when a 
ton was a tun, or barrel, of wine, and a ship's displacement wus reckoned 
on the joyful imagining of how many barrels of liquor could be stowed 
bdow her deckfL Therefore the gallantry of these mariners may be better 
appreciated when it is realised that their lOTMon vessels were Itstlr bigger 
than the Thamei hargo, which ply between London river and the nearer 
east coast onb and harbours* 
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That such vesseb a$ these, in which many people to-diy would hesitate 
to cross the Channel, ploughed their way through the Atlantic and Pad tic 
Oceans, may seem amazing enough. Once free of the Channel, no friendly 
dockyard awaited them & such help arid victual as were to be found among 
the Spanish colonists had, in most cases, in be obtained at the sword's point 
Thu* what Nature destroyed only Nature could replace. The tall for&n 
of America were their only timber yards - T a sheltered creek or cove t where 
they might careen in scarce comfort^ was their only dockyard. Buithe 
capacity of these men tu astonish us is infinite- The Svuirrtfy one of the 
two ships composing the deer which sailed to found the fii?r colony at 
St. John's, Newfoundland, was barely to tons. Not even Hakluyt, a 
land* man, comments on her ridiculous size. She can have b«n little bigger 
than a modem liner's lifeboat smaller certainly than the whale boats earned 
on our battleships. Yet she crossed the Atlantic, and had struggled, three 
parts of the way home before she sink below those mountainous waves 
which even now daunt the spirits of saloon passengers. 

Drake and Hawkins, after losing the JcJui of Luhtik at St- John d'UUoa, 
crowed the Atlantic in ft pinnace, and readied Plymouth m safety* A 
pardonable excuse, you might siy, for celebration, for at least ft civic recep¬ 
tion. But they lived in Stem times. Drake leapt ashore and rode post to 
London in order to complain to the Queen of the outrageous conduct of the 
Spaniards. _ ^ 

It was, too, no idle admonition that Hawkins issued To his fleet to 
p * preserve their vie Utah.” When, .ti Drake told 3us crew after the execution 
of Doughty, “ a man could not he had if we would give for him ten thousand 
pounds/ 1 it was necessary to $ail with as full x crew os possible i buttle and 
pestilence would surely thin their numbers as the weeks dipped by, Thus 
when every man with lib furniture, as they called their small arms and 
armour, was come aboard, and os much powder and shot as could tie safely 
carried stowed below, tile re was not too much room left fur provisions and 
water, Consequently the supply of food was a constant and 

the fi rst duty on reaching an andlorftjW was the refilling of the water Casks. 
The graphic description of the terrible straits in which tile crew of the 
Dm?^ under Cavendish, found themselves gives us some idea of the tortu re 
and horror of death by hunger and thirst at so, a death which many who 
went out gaily from txic Sound must have suffered. 

So one might continue *o describe the innumerable difficulties with w hich 
ihtsc men had to contend. But in so doing one only realise* that to them 
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dancer was commonplace, and CMngs not so much a quality as- natural 
region to circumstances. Only 1 « us remember one thing : 
stances were of their own choosing. England was no lew fair in them day 
than it is in ours s they loved their wn-es no le»> nor raught up their 
children less gladly at their cottage doors. No civil wars, religious persecu¬ 
tion, or cncrWidation drove them Westwards. But where we might 
cnnfidenlU took for lotus-eaters we In id Argonauts ; the iairnt counties 
gave tile iin«t sailors. Kent, Cornwall, and Devon, whither many mm 
tn-dstv could they but drop Otu of the struggle, would gladly flv to pess their 
days In peace and quiet, produced a race o? m.mnem whose blue eya were 
n» gaze upon unknown horizons, and whose hoc feituro were to nc the 
terror and dtsp.iir of those followers of the Pope who wished to make the 
West his triaaure-house, and to preserve the South S» as though it were 
an abbey pond, with exclusive fishing rights for his fat mars. 

The world, however, has not been slow to pass judgment on them, to 
surest motives, good and had, which let! them to display *uch courage 
and to choose a life of hardship in preference to one of assured peace. 10 
went: thev are heroes •, to some they seem to be but bloodthirsty pinna i to 
the more deprived of us they are both. It is, of coune, as ridiculous 10 look 
upon them as sanctimonious knight ermnts as it is to regard them us unbndtal 
vtlhtins It tak« all sons to make a world ; it took all sort, to lay the 
foundations of the new one. Englishmen, as a rule, have a nature abhor¬ 
rence of humbug ; as perfect EngMtnCfl these voyagers would be the 
first ttaadmit their weaknesses. It might be said that, with the exception of 
that keen yachtsman and naturalist Noah, they were the first to ^ , 

in combining brim* with pleasure. You would be sure tu havefmmd 
among the crews of these ships as many sincere exploten a* there warn 
honest plunderers. Indeed, the success or failure of such eqPjJw 
depended very largely upon a fairly equal distribution of there elemena. 
A misplaced enthusiasm for gold usually leads men into mischief i the true 
explorer is, in the end, consumed by his desire to see what is round the comer. 
Tlius the explorers curbed the rapacity of the robbers, and so preset™ 
them to Some extent from reckles military adventure* j the treasure- 
hunters, on the other hand, were careful to see that the dreaming ^crS 
did not imperil their chances of returning home to enjoV the hulls of their 
labours. The greatest leaden* therefore, were men who came resume to 
possessing the qualities of burglar* and the ideals of bishops. 

But we must ilut imagine that even the plunderers were by nature s 
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bloodthirsty as at first they appear to be, The history of the West might 
have liccn written in ledgers rather than in blood but for the provocative 
behaviour of the Spanknk By the time the Finn English ^htps reached the 
West Indies, with tile intention of opening up honest trade,, Columbus the 
dreamer had been set aside, and in his place were a number of cruel and 
intolerant Aidafg&i. Having found st golden egg, they were busily employed 
in killing the goose that bid it, and ill the process they had successfully 
alienated the sympathies of the natives and of such foreigners as approached 
America with a view to commerce. Many of the settlers, no doubly would 
have traded peaceably, but Philip issued order* forbidding his subject* to 
trade with the English. As usual, he failed to appreciate the fine points of 
the English character, Far from being overawed or intimidated by Philip’s 
thundering edicts, and finding that they were debarred from peaceable 
trading, our ssulore tightened dietr belts, charged their c-innon, spat on their 
palms, and set about spoiling the Spaniard with diligence and goodwill So 
far the quarrel was purely a commercial one \ it was at this point that the 
Church militant on earth chose to overflow its terrestrial limits and to 
s-pSU its gall into the ocean. 

Sailors of all nations have a rough piety of their own ; creed or doctrine, 
as a rule, mean little to them t God, in fact, is very evident to them in 
the elements which control their fortunes. Any one who, for some cause 
or another, has held hb life on leasehold from wind and weather, has probably 
Felt a growing conception of the dementi as a personal deity, a deity with 
an awful capacity for capridoui changes, at one moment a guiding friend, 
at another an unreasoning opponent- Wc may, in these comfortable days 
of idle Jaith and second-hand sacrifice, be inclined to laugh at Jupiter 
Tonans and Phtrbus Apollo, but to those of us to whom wind and rain 
havc meant a little more than gum boots and golosh ci iliac primitive beliefs 
are neither so unreasonable nor so blasphemous as they seem. Thus sailors 
liavc a faith that is too Large to be confined in creeds, prayers torn from 
their lips and caught up on hurricane winds that am too terribly fervent 
to be bound up m book*. In short, the sea was hardly a fertile field for 
the activities of the Holy Inquisition. The secular arm, however, wa* 
always at ip? best when brought up against a really tough proposition ; the 
Inquisitors evinced a superb ingenuity for cruelty in dealing with the stubborn 
resistance of the Low Countries ; they embarked upon the cleansing of the 
seas ft cm heresy with the same bloodthirsty enthuusunn. They dai medas their 
prey all prison ere who fell into the hand* of the Spaniards at sea ; only gen tle- 
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men of quality were spared the rack and rhe stake. l"hc activities of the 
Intpii&ition put the Pope to considerable expense ; we may doubt his 
sincerity, but we cannot help admiring his perspicacity, in allowing his 
well-to-do prisoners free damnation in return for a far ransom. But in 
preempting to tie heresy to the caniWi month and to blast it to a roasting 
eternity he forgot that, though such a procedure may destroy a wtaiy 
victim, the breech nf the cannon itsdfis apt id be blown out and the gunners 



dain at rheir pora, This proved to be the case j he only succeeded in 
transforming a give-and-cake affair of commerce raiding into a bitter and 
vindictive struggle which, in the long run, humbled the Pope and scattered 
his rfeet to the winds. 

The Spaniards gained only one thing by their actions: somehow or 
other they have retained a reputation for piety* Their persecutions _ &r*s 
regarded by some as, at their worst, a rather too exuberanx display of religious 
fervour, a‘fault wrj] on the right side, while the deeds of our owfl sailor 
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were inspired by mere Cupidity at roguish courage. Let us h 15ten to dissipate 
diis fo^ of prime humbug 

Unlike those of our opponents, our voyages of depredation were nor 
blessed by bishops, nor, if mi^ioiury work wie intended, were rack and 
thumbscrews carried in the holds of our ship?. There are consequently 
people who, thi/Jcd by the emblazoned stern? and satis of rhe Spanish 
gjallmns, painted and carved with every sign and symbol of Christian ritual, 
sincerely believe that the Armada was* all said and don*, an unfortunate 
crusade ; that tile religious fervour of the Spaniards, like the culture of 
Germany, would have been very good for us if we could have been introduced 
to it under less violent circumstances. Much has been made of the fleet 
orders issued to the Armada, of the suppression of gambling and private 
quarrelling, admirable directions, no doubt, and evident of godly inten¬ 
tions* But arc they more so than the fleet orders of Sir John Hawkins * 
11 Serve God daily ; love one another* * * + PI The cry of the cardinals 
gathered together at Cadiz to give the Armada a valedictory bluing was, 
^Ler God arise and destroy His enemies ” 1 the thanksgiving of Queen 
Elizabeth when He had wrought that destruction, and had shown rhar, if 
He favoured any particular cause, it was not that of the Pope, was neither 
exultant nor flamboyant; 14 Dew ( Pfc God blew His wind* 4 ) 

were the words struck on a medallion tu comm emu rate our merciful 
picserviitton from II is vicar on earths 

Our sailors, then, were God-fearing, If not religious ; if anv religious 
feding entered into their hatred for the Spaniard, it was because of the 
latter’s inability to enjoy his faith quietly and to resist the temptation of 
forcing what he beheved to be a good thing upon other*. 

Having tried to give some Idea of the times in which these men Lived 
and the conflicting issues which led them to assault the Spaniards with 
such vigour and success, I must leave them to speak for themselves in the 
following page*. These stories tend to make our attitude towards them 
one of unbounded admiration 1 it is difficult, I think, to approach them 
with cold criticism. Brought up as we are to-day, so spoon-fed by news¬ 
papers that while we arc stroking the soft hairs of out premature moustache* 
wc consider ourselves fit to pa$s judgment on anything or anybody (arid, 
if necessary, to damn them heartily), the capacity for simple enjoyment 
and admiration is becoming rare. Reverence is almost unknown. The 
rapid perusal of Itching far Jii (in fifty fortnightly para) is apt to make 
us look upon such cheerful blunderers as Humphrey Gilbert with pitying 
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amusement i three number* of the thmt Psyckoiagiit (a shilling a fortnfghti 
with a free certificate of lunacy in die hat ntimber) show us at once that 
Drake suffered from a vagrancy complex, and that, had he but analysed 
himself, lie would have staved at home, talked big, and done nothing. The 
devtsr may think them blunderers and complicated pirate*, but if we blunder 
half so well or ger half so attractive a bee in our bonnet (and this very bee is, 
after all, the old eoumiy grandfather of the complex), we shall not have 
lived in vain. 

There is only one word of warning that [ would give before we allow 
ourselves the luxury of basking in the reflected light of another age. 
It is as sad m it is true that even the enjoyment of die work and 
activities of our forebears ts in serious danger of being swamped by humbug. 
In the studios of Chdsea, in the drawing-moms of Kensington, in clubs, 
atid cion on cricket grounds, pale, earnest people may be beard gushing out 
extravagant praises of the past and deploring the conditions of the present- 
Fervent patriot*, whom one suspects of sleeping beneath quilted Union 
Jaeks, have from time immemorial declared that die country is going to 
the dogs, until one begins to rhink that nothing can save us but a dicraror- 
tfiip under the combined control of die British Fascist! and the Kennel 
Cub. Ii is a painful fact, however, that, in the event of a strike or any 
other national calamity, these same patriots, between intervals of thundering 
I-told-you-Sos ! n are usually engaged in internecine struggles for adniimsr 
^hik the dogs, to whom the country has already gone, do the 

1 u periods Irmg past and to the work of all past master* distance ha? 
lent a muavure of eucluuitmcnt ; our love for their work may be true mid 
wdJ deserved, for there llave been great men in ail ages since the cave mcii 
drew buffaloes on their cavern waLk It is only dangerous for us to dwell 
upon Them when the glare of die mn shining through the distant haze 
prevents us appreciating the fine things in the foreground. It is a form 
of Itvmg on capital, a Ibrm of living which, in the long run, entails the 
capitalist s choice between an early death and bankruptcy* It might be more 
wholesome, if we fed at all inclined to behave like this, to forget for a 
tune our l mans, Sbakespcares, Drakes and Grenvilles, and instead to look 
around anti to Hud heroes- among our Contemporaries. 

To fashion our own giants is, from a purely selfish point of view, only 
Jll *tre to ourselves- If our age is a great one the humblest of us 
be numbered among the great* A prolonged snidy of the antique has 
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marred more artists than it has made. If we find it pleasant to read about 
these Elizabethans, let us remember this : it is more important to make 
history than to read it 

So, when we read these pages, let us realise that such men and such 
adventurers are not confined to any particular period. We Georgians 
(neo-Georgians, let us say, in order to dissociate ourselves from those soft 
cads of the Regency so aear to us in fiction, but so insufferable in fact)— 
we neo-Georgians can boast, if necessary, of having witnessed feats of arms 
no less splendid than those of the Elizabethans, of heroes who, for courage 
and endurance, are second to none. Did Scott or Shackleton despise the 
times in which they lived ? Did those mustered together on the Vindictive, 
as she lay waiting in the Swin channel, dwell with misgiving on the feeble¬ 
ness of our age ? Not a bit of it. There is a life work waiting for a 
Georgian with the energy and enthusiasm of Hakluyt. We may be sure 
that Philip Sidney, the soldier and poet, greeted as an equal Rupert Brooke, 
the poet and soldier ; that Walter Raleigh walks with Cecil Rhodes, while, 
on a higher plane, Humphrey Gilbert holds Frederick Selous in earnest 
conversation. 

If, then, our own times bear fair comparison with those days when the 
discovery of the New World and the belief that there was “ no land unhabit¬ 
able nor sea innavigable” gave men such inspiration as it is difficult for 
us to conceive, we must never under-estimate the enterprise of our con¬ 
temporaries. We must be prepared to defend ourselves from the carping 
criticisms and dreary exhalations of those whom Mr. Walpole so aptly 
calls 44 the clever, solemn ones.” But this is no place in which to sing 
sagas of the present. Suffice it to say that for those of us who contemplate 
becoming decorations to the twentieth century, or, in a humbler way, for 
those of us who, having no particular distinction, are trying to get the most 
out of life in a quiet way, these pages will be a ready guide to success, and 
a loadstone to happiness. Let Sir John Hawkins’ fleet orders be ours:— 

u Serve God daily. 
tt Love one another. 
a Preserve your victuals. 
u Beware of fire. 
tt Keep good companie.” 

The first two orders speak for themselves ; the third no healthy man or 
boy of average greed could hope to obey \ the fourth should cover the 

xxi 


1 




The P nktt 

theology of the moat Stygian derfcjRiiiMUQEis. In obeying the fifth, tint 
perhaps in the letter, but in the spirit, wc sIluJI enjoy the greatest of the 
many joys which abound in this world* if only we know how to took for 
them. 







CONTENTS 


r*ni 


The F.pistlc Dedicatory . •. 

The Preface setting out the purpose of tills booke , 

t. The second voy<ifC made ly the R. W ■ sir John IliiwHw knight 
wlih the Jesus of Lubcc, one of her Majesties ships 3rtli thc 
Salomon, and two harks, to the C«wf of Gulnie, 4 f I rom thence 
TO The We of Dominica, ill along the coast of I terra firms * 
s> homewards about the Cape of S- Anton upon the West end of 
Cuba, lc thorow the chanel of Bahama ; Begun 1564 . 

a . The third troublesome voynceof the rielil woffhipMl sir John 
Hawkins, with the Jr*us of Lubec, the Million, and fmire other 
&hip$, to the parts or Guinea and the ct'otte of 1 icrn hrma, 
Nucva £spaiui 3 i| Ainruo 1567^ & 156S * 

3. Miles Philips' account of Sir John Hawkins' voyage to the West 
Indies »*-*•*•■ 

4. Tilt famous expedition of sir Francis Drake to the W cst Indies, 
wherein were taken the does of saint Iago, saint Damutgo, 
Cartagena, with the Fort and townc of saint Augustin in t loritb, 

in the yeers 1585, and 1 $86. 

5 . The famous voyage of Sir Fraud* Drake Into the South sea, and 
therchence about the globe of the whole earth, begunne Anno 

with which i* 

The voym-e of Nunno de Silva, a Portugal Pilot taken by sir 
Francis Drake at the yle of Cabo Vetdc, and caned along with 
him as farre as the haven of Guarulco upon the coasr of New 

Spiinc . f 

rail 


v 

■ 

Ik 


3 


50 

61 


105 


136 




Contents 


PAGE 

6. The prosperous voyage of M. Thomas Candish esquire into the 

South sea, and so round about the circumference of the whole 
earth, begun in the yere 1586. and finished 1588 . . .184 

7. The last voyage of M. Thomas Candish intended for the South 
sea, the Philippinas, and the coast of China, with three tall ships, 

and two barks, begun 1591 ... . 234 

8. The miraculous victory atchieved by the English Flcete, under 
the discreet and happy conduct of the right honourable, right 
prudent, and valiant lord, the L. Charles Howard, L. high 
Admirall of England, &c. Upon the Spanish huge Armada sent 
in the yeere 1508. for the invasion of England, together with the 
wofull and miserable successe of the said Armada afterward, 
upon the coasts of Norway, of the Scottish Westerne Isles, of 
Ireland, of Spaine, of Franee, and of England, &c. Recorded in 
Latine by Emanuel van Meteran in the 15. booke of his history 

of the low Countreys 258 



xxiv 









BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 





SIR JOHN HAWKINS 

1532—1559 

IR JOHN HAWKINS waitwrn and bred En thesea t his 
Ether had been one of Henry VIII/a most disdnguiihed 
sea captains, At first he contented himself with u series 
of sea voyage* to the Canary Isle*, in the course of which 
he learned of the gullibility and complete lack of martial 

_ enterprise of the natives' of Guinea, and, at the same 

time, of-the high prices such negroes fetched in the settlements in 
the West Indies. Shocking though it may appear to some of us, it is 
hardly surprising chat a bright lad contrived to put two and two together, 
and it h entirely to his credit as a seaman that at the of thirty he 
commanded the two first English slaving expeditions without mishap, and 
with considerable profit for himself and his financial backers, 

Hawkins ha* suffered at the hands of his biographers i they are too few, 
and most of them attach too much importance to his slaving and plundering 
exploits. If there was any virtue or purpose in this inhuman traffic, it by 
in the fact that through it Hawkins rose to fame and position at Court, and 
so, finally, obtained tile post of Treasurer to the Navy. It k til rough his 
work and influence in this position that helms earned the respect and 
gratitude of ah English men. It was he who built and largely designed the 
fleet that was destined to defeat the Armada and in lay the foundation* of 
the Traditional efficiency of the N&vv, which, with the exception of a tew 
periodical lapses, has been carried on down tu our own ft met. 

When the pirate Hxwkms was not occupied in crime, it was nor, 
fortunately for us, the gurgling brook, but the study of naval architecture 
and equipment, which delighted him. He invented, or at [east popularised, 
ihe u*t of the bow-line j, he introduced chain pumps and new topmast 
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gear into the ships which he and Robert Chapman, a shipwright of Deptford, 
sent to sea. He was, of course, accused by his contemporaries of corrupt 
practices and of sharing the proceeds with his contractor. This, as we 
have seen during the late war, is the fate of all great men of energy and 
foresight who see to it that our troops have an abundance of the necessary 
munitions ; the more successful they are, the more they must endure the 
pointed finger and the whispered accusation. But the answer to all such 
charges of corruption lies in the quality of the material provided ; when 
the Armada reached Calais Roads, it bore grim testimony to the energy 
and care which Hawkins had lavished on the finest little fleet the world 
had ever seen. 

For the rest, the notorious meanness of the Queen and her unwillingness 
to part with money for her fleet must have made it very difficult for the 
most corrupt Minister to squeeze a percentage for his own pocket out of 
her meagre grants. 

The various incidents of his life, his amazing courage and powers of 
endurance, and the manner of his death are all set forth in the following 
pages. 
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HAKLUYT’S VOYAGES 


The Voyage made by 

M. JOHN HAWKINS ESQUIRE, 

and afterward knight, Captaine of the Jesus of 
Lubek, one of her Majesties shippes, and 
Generali of the Salomon, and other two 
barkes going in his companie, to 
the coast of Guinea, and the 
Indies of Nova His- 
pania, begun in An. 

Dom. 1564. 



ASTER John Hawkins with the Jesus of Lubek, a shippe 
of 700. and the Salomon a shippe of 140. the Tiger a barke 
of 50. and the Swallow of 30. tunnes, being all well furnished 
with men to the number of one hundrcth threescore and 
tennc, as also with ordinance and victuall requisite for 
1 such a voyage, departed out of Plymmouth the 18. day of 
October, in the yeerc of our Lord 1564. with a prosperous winde : at 
which departing, in cutting the foresaile, a marveilous misfortune happened 
to one of the officers in the shippe, who by the pullie of the sheat was slaine 
out of hand, being a sorowfull beginning to them all. And after their setting 
out ten leagues to the sea, he met the same day with the Minion a ship of 
the Queencs Majestie, whereof was Captaine David Carlet, and also her 
consort the John Baptist of London, being bounde to Guinea also, who 
hailed one the other after the custome of the sea with certaine pieces of 
ordinance for joy of their meeting : which done, the Minion departed 
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from him to seeke her other consort the Merlin of London, which was a 
steme out of sight, leaving in M. Hawkins companie the John Baptist her 
other consort. 

Thus sayling forwards on their way with a prosperous winde until! the 
21. of the same moneth, at that time a great storme arose, the winde being 
at Northeast about nine a docke in the night, and continued so 23- hourcs 
together, in which storme M. Hawkins lost the companie of the John 
Baptist aforesayd, and of his pinnesse called the Swallow, his other 3. shippes 
being sore beaten with a storme. The 23. day the Swallow to his no small 
rejoycing, came to him againe in the night, 10. leagues to the Northward 
of Cape Finister, he having put roomer, not being able to double the Cape, 
in that there rose a contrary winde at Southwest. The 25. the wind con¬ 
tinuing contrary, hee put into a place in Galicia, called Ferroll, where hee 
remained five aayes, and appointed all the Masters of his shippes an order 
for the keeping of good companie in this manner : The small shippes to 
bee alwayes ahead and aweather of the Jesus, and to speake twise a day with 
the Jesus at least : if in the day the Ensigne bee over the poope of the Jesus, 
or in the night two lights, then shall all the shippes speake with her : If 
there bee three lights aboord the Jesus, then doeth she cast about : If the 
weather bee extreme, that the small shippes cannot keepe companie with the 
Jesus, then all to keepe companie with the Salomon, and foorthwith to 
repaire to the Hand of Teneriffe, to the Northward of the road of Sirroes ; 
If any happen to any misfortune then to shew two lights, and to shoote off 
a piece of ordinance. If any lose companie, and come in sight againe, to 
make three yawes, and strike the Myson three times : Serve God daily, 
love one another, preserve your victuals, beware of fire, and keepe good 
companie. 

The 26. day the Minion came in also where hee was, for the rejoycing 
whereof hee gave them certaine pieces of ordinance, after the courtesie of 
the sea for their welcome : but the Minions men had no mirth, because of 
their consort the Merline, whome at their departure from Master Hawkins 
upon the coast of England they went to seeke, and having met with her, 
kept companie two dayes together, and at last by misfortune of fire (through 
the negligence of one of their gunners) the powder in the gunners roome 
was set on fire, which with the first blast strooke out her poope, and there- 
withall lost three men, besides many sore burned (which escaped by the 
brigandine being at her sterne) and immediatly, to the great losse of the 
owners, and most horrible sight to the beholders, she sunke before their eyes. 


The made bf M* Jfihtt Hawkim Esquire 

The SO. day of rh* mnnctli M. Hawkins with his consort* and cnmpanie 
of the Minion, having nowc both the brigandincs attar stern e, wa ved anker > 
uid set saile on thdr voyage, having a prosperous windt thereunto. 

The fourth of November they had sight of the Iknd of M-idtra, and the 
si^r day ofTeneritTe, which they thought m have butne the Canarie, m 
Thar they supposed themselves to have been© to the Eastward ot I encrifFe, 
and were not: but (he Mini cm being three nr fourc leagues ah™d of u> 
kept on her course to Teneriffc, having tatrer sight thereof then the other 
had, and by that mesne* they parted company hor M. Hawkins and his 
comnanie went more to the Wat, upon which course loving saylci A ^ 
hee espied another Hind, which hec thought to bee Tcncmfe* and being 
not able by monies of the foggr upon the hib, to disccmc the same, nor yet 
to fetch it by night, went roomer utitiil the morning, bdng the seventh ot 
November, which as >et he* could not discern*, but sayledalong the coast 
the space of two hOUrrt, to perceive some Certain* nuirke of i enenffe, and 
found no likdyliood thereof at ill, accoopting that to hec^as it was in dctdfj 
the lie of Palmer: and so styling forwards, espied another ILuad called 
Gamcttu and also Tencriffe, with the which he* made, and sayting all 
night, came in the morning the next day to the port of Adeem, where he 
found his pinncsne which had departed from him the *uct of the inoneth, 
bdng in the walhcr of him, and espying the pk* of Tenerife al a high, 
bare thither. At lus arrival! somewhat before bee came to anker, hec 
ho vied out his shipped pinnesse rowing a shoare, intending ra have sent cue 
with a letter to Peter de ponte, one of the govefriours or the Hand* who 
dwelt a league frnm the shoare t but as hoe pretendedI to have unwed, 
suddenly there appeared upon the two points of the road*, men levelling 
nf bias and harfiuebu7.c& to them, with divers others to the number ot 
fourscore, with halberds, pikes, swordea ami targets, which happened 
contrary to hi* expectation, that it did greatly smwc him, and the mole, 
because hec w** now* in their danger, not knowing well how* io avoyde 
it without some mischiefo Wherefore bee determined to call to them for 
the better appeasing of the matter, declaring his IK4lti ^ and P m fo® sn d 
sdfo m bet an especial friend to Peter dr panic, and that he had sundry 
rhingt for him which hr greatly desired. And lit the meaiir time while 
h« was thus talking with them, whereby hee made them to held* ihcir 
hands, hce willed the marrinera to row* away, so that at bit he gar out of 
their dancer : mid then asking for Peter de pontc, one of hissonfics ing 
ScntJor Nicuki tic Pont^ nine forth, whom hec perceiving, di'sirco ns put 
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his men aside, and hee himselfe would Ieape a shoare and commune with 
him, which they did : so that after communication had betweene them ot 
sundry things, and of the feare they both had, master Hawkins desired to 
have certaine necessaries provided for him. In the meane space, ^hi e 
these things were providing, hee trimmed the maine mast ot the Jesus 
which in the storme aforesayd was sprung : here he sojourned 7 . dayes, 
refreshing himselfe and his men. In the which time Peter de ponte dwelling 
at S. Cruz, a citie 20. leagues off, came to him, and gave him as gent e 
intertainment as if he had bene his owne brother. To speake somewhat 
of these Hands, being called in olde time Insulae fortunatx, by the meanes 
of the flourishing thereof, the fruitfulnesse of them doeth surely exceedc 



farre all other that I have heard of: for they make wine better then any 
in Spaine, they have grapes of such bignesse, that they may bee compare 
to damsons, and in taste inferiour to none : for sugar, suckets, raisins ot 
the Sunne, and many other fruits, abundance : for rosine & raw silke, 
there is great store, tney want neither corne, pullets, cattell, nor yet wilde 
foule : thejr have many Camels also, which being young, are eaten of the 
people for victuals, and being olde, thev are used for caijage of necessaries . 
whose propertie is as hee is taught to Knecle at the taking of his loade, and 
unlading againe : his nature is to ingender backward contrary to other 
beastes : of understanding very good, but of shape very deformed, with a 
little bellie, long misshapen legges, and feete verv broad of flesh, without a 
hoofe, all whole, saving the great toe, a backe tearing up like a molehil, 
a large and thin necke, with a little head, with a bunch of hard flesh, which 
nature hath given him in his breast to leane upon. This beast liveth hard ), 
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and is contented with strawe and stubble, but of force ^on^, being well 
able to carrie coo. weight. In one of these Hands called Fierro, there is 
by the re P orts 5 of the inhabitants, a certaine tree that rameth COTOmmUy, 
by the dropping whereof the inhabitants and cattell are satisfied with water, 
for other water have they none in all the Hand. And it rameth in such 
abundance, that it were incredible unto a man to beleeve such a vertue to 
bee in a tree, but it is knowen to be a divine matter, and a thing ordeined 
by God, at whose power therein wee ought not to A e [ 

bv his providence as we read in the Scriptures, when the children of Israel 
were going into the land of promise, feede them with Manna fromheaven, 
for the space of 40. yeeres. Of the trees aforesaid wee saw m Guime man), 
heinn of ereat height, dropping continually, but not so abundantly as the 
32 beS thTlSves are narrower, and are like the leaves </ a peare 
tree ’ About these Hands are certaine flitting Hands, which have beene 
oftentimes seene, and when men approched neere them, they vanished, as 
the like hath bene of these Hands nowe knowen by the report of the in¬ 
habitants, which were not found of long time one after the other . and 
therefore it should seeme hee is not yet borne to whom God hath appoynted 
he finding of them. In this Hand of Tenenffe there is a hill called The 
Pike beS.se it is piked, which is in heigth by their reports twent.e leagues, 
having both wintef and summer abundance of snowe in the top of.t i th.s 
Pike may bee seene in a deere day fiftie leagues off, but it sheweth as though 
it were l blacke cloude a great heigth in the element. I have heard of none 
to be compared with this in heigth, but in the Indias I have seene many, 
and inSyjudgement not inferiour to the Pike, and so the Spanurds wnte. 

The 1: e. of November at night we departed from Tenenffe, and the 
20 of the same wee had sight of ten Caravels, that were fishing at sea, 
with whome we would have spoken, but they feanng us, fled into a place 

of Barbarie, called Cape de las Barbas. .. , . 

The twentieth, the ships pinnesse with two men in her, sayl' n g by. c 
ship, was overthrowen by the oversight of them that went in hc^ the w.nde 
bein" so great, that before they were espied, and the ship had cast about for 
them she was driven half a league to leeward of the pmnesse, and had lost 
sight of her, so that there was small hope of recovene, had not Gods hclpe 
and the Captaines deligence bene, who having wel marked which way the 
pinnesse was by the Sunne, appointed 24 of the lustiest rowers m the grea 
boate, to rowe to the wind-wardes, and so recovered, contrary to all mens 
expectations, both the pinnesse and the men sitting upon the keele of her 
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The 25 he came to Cape Blanco, which is upon the coast of Africa, and 
a place where the Portugals do ride, that fish there in the moneth of 
November especially, and is a very good place of fishing, for Pargoes, Mullet, 
and Dogge fish. In this place the Portugals have no holde for their defence, 
but have rescue of the Barbarians, whom they entertaine as their souldiers, 
for the time of their being there and for their fishing upon that coast of 



Africa, doe pay a certaine tribute to the king of the Moores. The people 
of that part of Africa are tawnie, having long haire without any apparell, 
saving before their privie members. Their weapons in warres are bowes 
and arrowes. 

The 26 we departed from S. Avis Baye, within Cape Blanco, where we 
refreshed our selves with fish, and other necessaries : and the 29 wee came 
*?i ^ er ^ e > w ^ ,c h lieth in 14 degrees, and a halfe. These people are 
all blackc, and are called Negros, without any apparell, saving before their 
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privities : of stature goodly men, and well liking by reason of their food, 
which passeth all other Guyneans for kine, goats, pullin, rise, friiits, and 
fish. Here wee tooke fishes with heads like conies, and teeth nothing 
varying, of a jolly thickenesse, but not past a foote long, and is not to be 
eaten without flaying or cutting off his head. To speake somewhat of the 
sundry sortes of these Guyneans : the people of Cape Verde are called 
Leophares, and counted the goodliest men of all other, saving the Congoes, 
which do inhabite on this side the cape de Buena Espcranca. 1 hese 
Leophares have warres against the Ieloffes, which are borderers by them : 
their weapons are bowes and arrowes, targets, and short daggers, darts also, 
but varying from other Negros : for whereas the other use a long dart to 
fight with in their hands, they cary five or sixe small ones a peece, which 
they cast with. These men also are more civill then any other, because of 
their dayly trafficke with the Frenchmen, and are of nature very gentle and 
loving : for while we were there, we tooke in a Frenchman, who was one 
of the 19 that going to Brasile, in a Barke of Diepe, of 60 tunnes, and being 
a sea boord of Cape Verde, 200 leagues, the plankes of their Barke with a 
sea brake out upon them so suddenly, that much a doe they had to save 
themselves in their boats : but by Gods providence, the wind being Westerly, 
which is rarely seene there, they got to the shore, to the Isle Brava, and in 
great penurie gotte to Cape Verde, where they remained sixe weekes, and 
had meate ana drinke of the same people. The said Frenchman having 
forsaken his fellowes, which were three leagues off from the shore, and 
wandring with the Negros too and fro, fortuned to come to the waters 
side : and communing with certaine of his countreymen, which were in 
our ship, by their perswasions came away with us : but his entertainement 
amongst them was such, that he desired it not : but through the importunate 
request of his Countreymen, consented at the last. Here we stayed but one 
night, and part of the day : for the 7 of December wee came away, in that 
pretending to have taken Negros there perforce, the Mynions men gave 
them there to understand of our comming, and our pretence, wherefore 
they did avoyde the snares we had layd for them. 

The 8 or December wee ankered by a small Island called Alcatrarsa, 
wherein at our going a shore, we found nothing but sea-birds, as we call 
them Ganets, but by the Portugals, called Alcatrarses, who for that cause 
gave the said Island the same name. Herein halfe of our boates were laden 
with yong and olde fowle, who not being used to the sight of men, flew so 
about us, that we stroke them downe with poles. In this place the two 
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shippes riding, the two Barker, with their brans* went into on Mind of the 
Sapiest caLk-d La Formic* to sec if they could take any of them, and there 

Landed to i3ie mini* 
ber of bo in 
armour* and espy¬ 
ing certainc made 
to rhem, but they 
fled in Rich order 
into the woods, 
that it booted them 
not to follow : so 
going on their way 
forward till they 
came to a river, 
which they could 
not passe over, they 
espied on the 
orhrrciJc two men, 
who with their 
bowes and arrowra 
shot terribly at 
rc- 
d i s- 

diafgcd ccminc 
barquebuzts I o 
them iguinc* bur 
the ignorant people 
wayed it not, be¬ 
cause they kuewe 
nut the danger 
thereof: but used 
a marvci Eons cry* 
mg in their fight 
with leaping and 

turning their taylcs, tint it was most strange to sec, and gave us great plt-i- 
^■ure to bcholde them. At the List, one Icing hurt with a harquehuz upon 
the thigh, looked upon his wound and wist not howc it came* because 
bee Could not voe the pdfet Here Master Hawkins perceiving no go^d to 
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be done among** them, because we Could nor findc theartowitcs, and dim 
nor knowing how to goc into Rio grande, for want of a PItatc* which was 
the very occasion of our comm nig thither : And finding so many sho]^ 
feared with our great ships to got: hi, and therefore departs: Jon our protended 
wav to the Idols, 

The to of December* we had a Northeast wintk, with mine and sturmc, 
which weather continuing two dayes together^ was the occasion that the 
Salomon, and Tygre 1 t»ie our compame ; for whereas the Jesus, and 
pinnesse ankered at one of die Islands called Sambo la, die twelfth day* the 
Salomon and Tygre came not thither till the i+* In thu Island we stayed 
certain? dat£% going every day on shore to rake rhe Inhabitants, with burn¬ 
ing and spoiling their tnwncs, who before were Sapics, and were conquered 
by the Sambodcs, Inhabitants beyond Sierra Leona. These Sambos had 
inhibited there three veres before our comming thither, and in so short 
space have so planted the ground, that they had great pi critic of Mi!, Rise* 
Romes, Posnpiofis, Pull in, grates, of small frye dried, every house full of 
the Countrey fruite planted by Gods providence, ajs Palmito trees, t Antes 
like dates, and sundry other in no place In all that Cmmtrey so abuuiidandy, 
whereby they lived more deliciously then other. These inhabitant! have 
diverse of die Sapius, which they tookc In the warns u their slaves, whomc 
m diy rhey kept to till the ground* in that they neither have the knowledge 
thereof* nor yet will work* themselves* of whomc wee tooke many In that 
place, but of the Sambo**^ none at all, for they fled into thr maine. Alt the 
Saniboses have white teeth as we have^ farre unlike to the &,tpies which doc 
inhabit? about Rio grande, for their teeth are all filed, which they doc for 
a bmvcric, to sec out themselves, and doc jigge thdf flesh* both Icggcs, 
xrmes, and bodies, as wnrkcmanlifcc, as a Jerkirnmkcr with us pwiketli a 
jerkin. These Sapies he more civill then the Saniboscs - for wherca* the 
Sambmcs live mo$t bv the spoilc of their enemies* both in raking their 
victuals, and citing them aha The SapTw doc not calc mans flesh, unhsx 
in the warre they be driven by necesdtse thereunto^ which rhey have not 
used but by the example of the Sambos but live ondy with fruits* and 
cattdl, whereof they have great store. This plcntic u the occasion that the 
Saples desire not wane* except they be thenifitn provoked bv the in«M 
of rbc Samboscs* whereas the Samboses for want of fume are mlnrce 
thereunto, and therefore are not wuottt ondy to take them that they i T 
but also keepe diode that they lake, tinrill such time as they want mate, 
and then they kill them# There h also anorher occasion that provokcih 
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the Samboscs to warre against the Sapies which is for covetousnes of their 
riches. For whereas the Sapies have an order to burie their dead in certaine 
places appointed for that purpose, with their golde about them, the Samboses 
digge up the ground, to have the same treasure : for the Samboses have not 
the like store of golde, that the Sapies have. In this Island of Sambula we 
found about 50 boates called Almadyes, or Canoas, which are made of one 
peece of wood, digged out like a trough but of a good proportion, being 
about 8 yards long, and one in breadth, having a beakhead and a Sterne very 
proportionably made, and on the out side artifically carved, and painted red 
and blewe : they are able to cary twenty or thirty men, but they are about 
the coast able to cary threescore and upward. In these canoas they rowe 
standing upright, with an oare somewhat longer then a man, the ende 
whereof is made about the breadth and length of a mans hand, of the largest 
sort. They row very swift, and in some of them foure rowers and one to 
steere make as much way, as a paire of oares in the Thames of London. 

Their Townes are pretily divided with a maine streete at the entring in, 
that goeth thorough their Towne, and another overthwart street, which 
maketh their townes crosse wayes : their houses are built in a ranke very 
orderly in the face of the street, and they are made round, like a dovecote, 
with stakes set full of Palmito leaves, in stead of a wall : they are not much 
more then a fathome large, and two of heigth, & thatchea with Palmito 
leaves very close, other some with reede, and over the roofe thereof, for the 
better garnishing of the same, there is a round bundle of reede, pretily con¬ 
trived like a louer : in the inner part they make a loft of stickes, whereupon 
they lay all their provision of victuals : a place they reserve at their enterance 
for the kitchin, and the place they lie in is devided with certaine mattes 
artificially made with the rine of Palmito trees : their bedsteades are of 
small staves layd along, and raysed a footc from the ground, upon which is 
layde a matte, and another upon them when they list : for other covering 
they have none. In the middle of the towne there is a house larger and 
higher then the other, but in forme alike, adjoyning unto the which there 
is a place made of foure good stancions of woode, and a round roofe over it, 
the grounde also raised round with claye a foote high, upon the which floore 
were strawed many fine mats : this is the Consultation-house, the like 
whereof is in all Townes, as the Portugals affirme : in which place, when 
thev sitte in Counsell the King or Captaine sitteth in the midst, and the 
Elclers upon the floore by him : (for they give reverence to their Elders) 
and the common sorte sitte round about them. There they sitte to examine 
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matters of theft, which if a man b« taken with, to steak but a Portugal doth 
from another, h« is sold to the Portugal for a slave, I hep con.su It also, 
and take order what time they shall goo to warres : uud as it is cerramclv 



fellah in by droppes, and yeddetli fresh wine againc within a nmneth, and 
this devidtd pan and pnninn-like to every man, by the judgement of the 
C-iptaine and Elders, every man holdeth himselfc contented: and tins 
i .1 judge tu be a very' gwid order : for otherwise, whereas Scatsirir of 
Paliriito i, every man would have the same, which might breed great strife : 
hut of such things, as every man doeth plant for huradfe, the sower thereof 
reaprth it m his owne use, so that nothing is common, but that which rs 
unset by mans hands. In their houses there is more common passage >>t 
Lifttrdes like Pvats, and other greater, of bladte and blew colour, of neerc 
(i finite long, besides their miles, then there i> with us of Mlic in great houses. 
The S.pies .ami Samiras also use in their warres bow.-s, and arrows-, nude 
of rcedes, with heads of yroti poysoned with the juyee of a Cucumber, 
whereof I had many in nty liandes. In their battels they have target-men, 
with broad wicker targets, and daits with hcades at both codes, of yroll, the 
one in forme of a two edged iworJc, .1 feme and an half* Nig, and at the 
other ende, the won long of the same length made to counrerpeasc it, that 
in caning it might flit- level, rather then for any other purpose as I ran judge. 
And when they espie the enemte, the Capiaine to checre his m n, cryeth 
Hungry, and they answere Ucygre, and with that every man ptacerh him- 
wife in order, for about every target man three bowemen will cover them¬ 
selves, and shontc as they see advantage : and when they give the onset, 
they make such terrible crycs, that they may bee heard two miles o . or 
their beliefs, I «n hrare of mw that ihey have, but m such as they them¬ 
selves inudne to see in their dromes* and so wotshtpp* the pictures, whereof 
wee sawe some like unto devils. In this Island utoresaydc wee SOJCrtime 
unto the one and twentieth of December, where having taken ceinine 
Negros, and asmuch of their frmtes, rite, and mill, as we could well rary 
awav, (whereof there was such store, that wee might have laden one of m 
Barkcs therewith) wee departed, ami at our departure dnrmof our men 
briiiE dairoui to qoc ort shores to fetch PnmpioitJi w.ik'h ’ 

they found ,0 bee very good, certain of foe Tygms me. went aho, amongst 
the which there was a Carpenter, a ytmg man, who with h« Wfowra having 
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fct many, and carycd them downc to thdr hmrr*, *vl they were ready to 
depart, desired his fellow m cary while he might gee up to fetch a few which 
he had hived by for him sdfe who being more Itcorous then circumspect, 
went up without weapon, and as he went up alone, possibly being marked 
of the Negro? that were upon the trees, espying him what hce JId, perceiving 
him to be alone, and without weapon, dogged him, and finding him occupy fid 
in binding his Pompions together, came belli ndc him, overthrowing him and 
straight omc his tbroute* as Jice aftcrwardcs was found by his fcl]owe% who 
came to the place fur him, and there found him naked, 

I h*‘ two and twentieth the Captainc went inrn the River, called Callows, 
with the two Barked and the Johns Pinnesse, and the Salomons boult, 
leaving at striker in the Hi vers mouth the two shipper the River being 
twenty league in, where the Pomiggls wide : hoc came thither the five 
and twentieth, and dispatched his business??, and so returned with two 
Corny ek, leaden wirh Negros. 

The iy, the Capraine was advertised by the Portuga!? of a towns of the 
Negros called Bymha, being in the way as they returned, where was not 
djirly great auamide of goJde, but also that there were not above funic risen, 
and an hundred women and children in the Towne* so that if hec would 
give the adventure upon the sam o, hre might gette an hundred! slaves : 
with the which tydingv lice being gladde, because the Portugal* shoulde not 
tfrinke him to bee of so base a enuroge, but that hec duisi give them that, 
and greater attempt? : and bring thereunto did the more provoked with the 
prosperous succtsso hee had in oilier Islands adjacent, where he had put 
ilicm all to flight, and taken in one boatc twenne together, determined to 
aay before the Tmvne three or foure houreg, tn see what hec could doc : 
and thereupon prepared his men in armnur and weapon together, to the 
number nf fortie men well appointed, having to their guides certain*? 
Portu^tk, in .1 boat, who brought some of them to their death : wee landing 
boat after boar, and divers of our men scattering themselves, contrary to the 
Uptimes will, by one nr two in a company, for the hope that thev had to 
hnd<! golde In their hnu^s^ ransacking the same, in the tneane time the 
Negros came upon them, and hurte many being thus scattered, whereas if 
fi ve or sixe had bene together, they had bene able, as thdr companions did, 
to give the overthrow tu 40 of them, and being driven downc to take ihcir 
baites, Were followed So hardly by a route of Negros, who by that tooke 
courage to pursue thou to thdr boare% that not onely some of rhem, but 
otheni sanding q n shore, not looking for any such matter by mean** that 
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the Negros did flee at the first, and our companie remained in the towne, 
were suddenly so set upon that some with great hurt recovered their boates ; 
othersome not able to recover the same, tooke the water, and perished by 
meancs of the oaze. While this was doing, the Captaine who with a dosen 



men, went through the towne, returned, finding 200 Negros at the waters 
side, shooting at them in the boates, and cutting them in pieces which were 
drowned in the water, at whose comming, they ranne all away : so he entred 
his boates, and before he could put off from the shore, they returned againe, 
and shot very fiercely and hurt divers of them- Thus wee returned backc 
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iome what discomfited, although die Captain? in a singular wise manor 
caried hiimdft, with countenance very chcctcfull out ward ty, ^ tltoLigh hce 
did Li tie weigh the death of hU men, nor yet die great hen of the rest, 
although Im heart inwardly was broken in pieces fur it * dyne to this endc, 
that the Portugal* being with him, should not presume to resist against him, 
nor take occasion to put him to Further displeasure or hindcnnce for the 
death of our men : having gotten by our going ten Negros, and lost seven 
of our be« men, whereof M. Field Captain* of tin- Salomon, was one, and 
wr had 27 of our men hurt. In the same hour* while th h ™ doing, there 
happened at the nme instant^ a marveilsjius miracle to Them in the shipper, 
who road ten leagues to sea-ward, by many sharkei or 1 iburons, who came 
about the ships : among which, nne was taken bv the r fe^u&, and faute by 
the Salomon, and one very sore hurt escaped : and so it fell out of our men* 
whereof one of the Jesus men, and fourc of the Salomons were killed, ana 
the lift having twentie wounds was rescued, and reaped with much ndoe* 

The 2d they came to their ships, the Jesus, and rhe Salomon, anti the 
30 departed from thence Eo Tuggarin. 

The first of January tile two bukes, and both the boates forsook* the 
ships, and went into a nver called the Cas&crrocs, and the h having dispatched 
their business^, ihe two burkes returned, and cause to 1 nggiirin, where rhe 
two shrjH were at anker, Nnt two diiyes after the commit ig of the two ships 
rhuher, they put rhdr water caste a slfiorc, and filled :r with water, to season 
the same, thinking to have filled it with fresh water afterward : and while 
their men were some on shore, and some at their boares, the Negros set upon 
them in the boates, and hurt divers of them, and came to the caskes, and cut 
of the hoopes of twelve buta, which lost us* 4 or 5 dayes time, L'n-ridr* great 
want we Iiad of the same : sojourning at Taggarim the Swallow wem up 
the river about her traftteke, where they saw great tow no? of the Negros, 
and Carinas, that had rhre^enre men in a piece : there they understood by 
the Pnmjgal-5, of a great battel! between* rhem nf Sierra Leona ride* and 
them of Taggarin : they of Sierra Leona, had prepared three hundred 
Canoos to invade the other. The time wa$ appointed not past rixe fkyca 
after our departure from thence, which we would have scene, 10 the intent 
we might have taken some of them, had it not bene for the death and sicke¬ 
ned* uf our men, which came by the contagiousnts of the place, which made 
lsj to make baai away. 

The iB offiMune at night, wee departed from Taggarin, being bound 
for die West Indies, before which departure certain* of The Salomons men 
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went on share to fill water h the night, mi as they Came on shore with their 
boat being ready to leap: op land, one of them espied an Negro in a white 
cairn* standing upon a roeke* being ready to have received them when they 
came on shore, having fn sight of his followed aJiio eight or nine, some jit one 
place leaping out, and some in another, but they hid themselves straight 
aga trie- : who re upon oil r men d nubring they 3 iad bene a grot cut i ipan ie + u 11 d 
Bought in have taken them ar more advantage, an God would, departed to 
tlinr *?hips, not dunking there had bene such a mischiefe pretended lowurd 
them., as then was an devde + Which the next day we Understood of a 
Portugal that came dnwne. rn us, who had trafficked with the Negros, by 
whom hes undrremod, rhar rhe king of Sierra Leona had made all the 
power lire could, to take some of partiv Tor the desire he had to see what 
kinde of people we were, rhar had spoiled his people at the Idols, whereof he 
had newes before our eomming, and as I judge also, upon other occasions 
provoked by the Tangomangos, but sure we were that the armie was come 
dowmc, by mranrs rhat in rhe evening wee saw such a monstrous fire, made 
by the waiving place, rhat before wax not scene, which fire is the only marke 
for the Tangom.i ngr* ro know where iheTr armie is alwaves. If thc*e men 
had come downs in the evening, they had done us great cfisplfifluret fur thjt 
wee were on shore filing water : but Hod, who worketh all things for the 
best, would nrpf have it so, and by him we escaped without danger, his name 
be praysed for jl 

1 he 2Q of this same moneth we departed with all our «bippes from Sierra 
Let is em, towards the West Indies, and for the space of tighteenc days, we 
were becalmed, having nowc and then contrary windes, and some Temados, 
amongst the same calme, which happened ro us very ill, becing but rcason- 
ably watered, for so great a fcomponit of Negms, and nur selves, which 
pinched us all, and that which was wyret, pur tit in such fears that many 
never though! to have reached to the Indies, without great death of Negma, 
and of themselves : but the AEmlghtic God, who never suffereth hr* elect 
to perish, sent m the sixteenth of Ftbruarif* the ordinary Bnse, which is the 
Northwest winde, which never left us, till wee came to an fcLnd of the 
Cuiiyhalf, called Dominica, where wee arrived the ninth of March, upon a 
Saturday : and because it was the most desolate place in ah the Island, we 
could see no Canyb&U, hut some of their houses where they dwelled, and as 
ic should scene forxookr rhe place for want of fr«h water, tor wxr could 
finde none there but mine water, and such as fell from the hLiles, and 
remained as a puddle in the dale, whereof wee filled for our Ncgra, The 
UL* i y c 
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Canybals of that Island, and also others adjacent are the most desperate 
warriers that are in the Indies, by the Spaniardes report, who are never able 
to conquer them, and they are molested by them not a little, when they are 
driven to water there in any of those Islands : of very late, not two moneths 
past, in the said Island, a Caravel being driven to water, was in the night sette 
upon by the inhabitants, who cutte their cable in the halser, whereby they 
were driven a shore, and so taken by them, and eaten. The greene Dragon 
of Newhaven, whereof was Captaine one Bontemps, in March also, came 
to one of those Islands, called Granada, and being driven to water, could 
not doe the same for the Canybals, who fought with him very desperatly 
two dayes. For our part also, if we had not lighted upon the desertest place 
in all that Island, wee could not have missed, but should have bene greatly 
troubled by them, by all the Spaniards reports, who make them devils in 
respect of me. 

The tenth day at night, we departed from thence, and the fifteenth had 
sight of nine Islands, called the Testigos : and the sixteenth of an Island, 
called Margarita, where wee were entertayned bv the Alcalde, and had both 
Beeves and sheepe given us, for the refreshing ot our men : but the Gover- 
nour of the Island, would neither come to speake with our Captaine, neither 
yet give him any licence to trafficke : and to displease us the more, whereas 
wee had hired a Pilote to have gone with us, they would not onely not 
suffer him to goe with us, but also sent word by a Caravel out of hand, to 
Santo Domingo, to the Viceroy, who doeth represent the kings person, of 
our arrivall in those partes, which had like to have turned us to great dis¬ 
pleasure, by the meanes that the same Vicc-roy did send word to Cape de 
la Vela, and to other places along the coast, commanding them that by the 
vertue of his authorise, and by the obedience that they owe to their Prince, 
no man should trafficke with us, but should resist us with all the force they 
could. In this Island, notwithstanding that wee were not within foure 
leagues of the Towne, yet were they so afraid, that not onely the Govemour 
himselfe, but also all tne inhabitants forsooke their Towne, assembling all 
the Indians to them and fled into the mountaines, as wee were partly 
certified, and also sawe the experience our selves, by some of the Indians 
comming to see us who by three Spaniards a horsebacke passing hard by us, 
went unto the Indians, having every one of them their bowes, and arrowes, 
procuring them away, who before were conversant with us. 

Here perceiving no trafficke to be had with them, nor yet water for the 
refreshing of our men, we were driven to depart the twentieth day, and the 
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2 and twentieth we came to a place in the maine called Cumana, whither 
the Captaine going in his Pinnisse, spake with certaine Spaniards, of whom 
he demanded trafficke, but they made him answere, they were but souldiers 
newely come thither, and were not able to by one Negro : whereupon hee 
asked for a watring place, and they pointed him a place two leagues off, 
called Santa Fe, where we found marveilous goodly watering, and com¬ 
modious for the taking in thereof: for that the fresh water came into the 
Sea, and so our shippes had aboord the shore twentie fathome water. Neere 
about this place, inhabited certaine Indians, who the next day after we came 
thither, came down to us, presenting mill and cakes of breade, which they 
had made of a kinde of corne called Maiz, in bignesse of a pease, the eare 
whereof is much like to a teasell, but a spanne in length, having thereon a 
number of granes. Also they brought down to us Hennes, Potatoes and 
Pines, which we bought for beades, pewter whistles, glasses, knives, and 
other trifles. 

From hence we departed the eight and twentie, and the next day we 
passed betweene the maine land, and the Island called Tortuga, a very lowe 
Island, in the yeere of our Lorde God one thousande five hundred sixty 
five aforesaide, and sayled along the coast until! the first of Aprill, at which 
time the Captaine sayled along in the Jesus pinnesse to discerne the coast, 
and saw many Caribes on shore, and some also in their Canoas, which made 
tokens unto him of friendship, and shewed him golde, meaning thereby that 
they would trafficke for wares. "^Thereupon he stayed to see the maners of 
them, and so for two or three tri fles they gave such things as they had about 
them, and departed : but the Caribes were very importunate to have them 
come on shore, which if it had not bene for want of wares to trafficke with 
them, he would not have denyed them, because the Indians which we saw 
before were very gentle people, and such as do no man hurt. But as God 
would have it, hee wanted that thing, which if hee had had, would have bene 
his confusion : for these were no such kinde of people as wee tooke them 
to bee, but more devilish a thousand partes and are eaters and devourers of 
any man they can catch, as it was afterwards declared unto us at Burboroata, 
by a Caravel comming out of Spaine with certaine souldiers, and a Captaine 
generall sent by the king for those Eastward parts of the Indians, who say ling 
along in his pinnesse, as our Captaine did to descry the coast, was by the 
Caribes called ashoore with sundry tokens made to him of friendshippe, and 
golde shewed as though they desired trafficke, with the which the Spaniard 
being mooved, suspecting no deceite at all, went ashore amongst them ' who 
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was no sootirr ashore, but with foure or five mure was taken, the rest of his 
Company being invaded by them, saved themselves by flight* but they that 
were taken* paied their rahsome with rbcEr lives, and were presently eaten. 
And this is their practise to tall with their golds the ignorant to their snares : 
they are blood-suckcre both of Spaniards* Indians, and all that light in tiicir 
Japs, not sparing their own* coumreymen if they can conveniently come by 
them, Thdr pdicic in fight with the Spaniard* is marvellous : for they 
diusc for thdr refuge the mountains and woodc* where the Spaniard* with 
their horses cannot follow than, and if they fortune to be met in the jjbtne 
whore one horseman may ovur-mnne ioo, eT them, they have a devise of 
late practised by them tn pitch stakes of wood in the ground, and a!*o *mall 
iron pikes en rmschtcfo their horses, wherein they shew themselves politique 
Warner?., They have more abundance of rolde then all the Spaniards have, 
and live upon the mountains where the Klines ate in such number, that the 
Spaniards have much a doc to get any of them from them, and yet sometimes 
by assembling a great number of them* which happencih once in two yeerra, 
they get a piece from them* which afterwards they keep* sure jraoueh* 

1 hus having leaped the danger of them T wee kept our course along the 
Coast, and came the third of April to a Townc called Burboruata* where his 
ships came to an anckcr, and bee himsdfc went a shore to spoke with the 
Spaniards* to whom lice declared himsclfe to be an Englishman, and came 
thither tn trade with them by rhe way of merchandize* and therefore 
required licence for the same. Unto whom they made answere* that they 
were forbidden by the king to trafique with any for ten nation, upon penaltie 
10 forfeit their goods, thtrfare they desired him not to molest them any 
further,, but to depart as he cauic T for other comfort he might not looke for 
M their hande% because they were subjects and might nor goc beyond the 
l*tw_ But bee replied that his necessitm was such, a* he might not so do : 
for being En one of the Queen* Armada* of England, and having many 
souldiours in them, hre bad neede both of some refreshing for them, and of 
victuals, and of money also* without the which bee Collide not depart, and 
with much other talk* pens waded them not to fore my dishonest part of 
bis behalfe towards them* fur ndther would hoe commit any such thing to 
the dishonour of his prince, not yet for his honest reputation and estimation, 
unlettr hee were too rigorously dealt wit half, which hec hoped not to iinde 
at their bandes* in that it should as well redound to Their profoe as his ownc, 
and also hce thought they might doe ii without danger, because their princes 
were in ami tic one wfoh another, and for our parts wee had free trahque in 
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Spain and Flanders, which are in his dominions, and therefore he knew no 
reason why he should not have the like in all his dominions. 1 o the which 
the Spaniards made answere, that it lay not in them to give any licence, for 
that they had a governour to whom the government of those parts was 
committed, but if they would stay tenne dayes, they would send to their 
governour who was threescore leagues off, and would returnc answere 
within the space appointed, of his minde. ... 

In the meane time they were contented hee should bring his ships into 



harbour, and there they would deliver him any victuals he would require. 
Whereupon the fourth day we went in, where being one day and receiving 
all things according to promise, the Captaine advised himselfe, that to 
remainc there tenne dayes idle, spending victuals and mens wages, and 
perhaps in the ende receive no good answere from the governour, it were 
meerc follie, and therefore determined to make request to have licence for 
the sale of certaine leane and sicke Negros which hee had in his shippe like 
to die upon his hands if he kept them ten dayes, having little or no refreshing 
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for them, whereas or her inert having them, they would b« recovered well 
ynough* And this request hee was forced to make* hecause he had do? 
otherwise wherewith to pay for victuals & for necessaries which he should 
take : which request being put in writing and presented, the officers and 
lo waited wcllm o^embled together, ami Jinding his request so tcuombk, 
granted him licence for think Negros, which after ward* tliey caused the 
officer* to view, to the intent they should grauiit to nothing but that were 
very reasonable, for fare of answering thereunto aftcrwarck This being 
past* our Captaine according to their licence, thought to have made sale, 
but die day past and none came to buy, who before made shewe that they 
had great neede of them, and therefore wist not what tn surmise of them, 
whether they went about to prolong the time of the Govern our his answere 
because they would keepe themselves blamelesse, or for any Hither poTSEcle 
hce knew not, and for that purpose sent them wnrdc, marvelling what the 
matter was that none came to buy them, They answered, because they had 
granted licence nncly to the poore to buy those Negros of small price* and 
their money was not so ready as other mens of more wealth. More then 
rhar, as soone ns ever they sawe the yhippev, they convoyed away their 
money by their wives that went into the mountains for fcarc, &: were not 
yet returned, & yet asked two da yea to recite their wives and fetch their 
money, Notwithstanding* the next day divers of them came to cheapen, 
but could not agree nf pricn, because tliey thought the price loo high* 
Whereupon the Captaine perceiving they went about to bring downe the 
prjoc, and meant to buy, and would ml cun fore if hoc had licence, that be 
might sell at any reasonable rate, as they were worth in other places, did send 
for the principals uf the Townc, send made a shove hee would depart, 
declaring himsclfe tu be very sory that he had m much troubled thcm s and 
also that he had rent For die govemesur to come downe, seeing nowe his 
pretence wios to depart, whereat they maveiled much, and asSred him what 
Cause mwved him thereunto, seeing by their working he was in ptp&sibilitie 
to have 11is licence- 

To the which he replied, that it was not cuidy a licence that besought, 
but profit, which he perceived was not there to bee liad, and therefore would 
seckc further, and withal! shewed him his w T riEin^ what he payed for his 
Ncgna, dee bring also the great charge he was at in his shipping, and mens 
wages, and therefore ty conntervaile his charges, hee must sell his Negro* 
For a greater price then they offered. So they doubling his departure, put 
him in comfort to sell better there then in any other place. And if it fell out 
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that he had no licence that he should not loose his labour in tarying, for 
they would buy without licence. Whereupon, the Captaine being put in 
comfort, promised them to stay, so that hee might make sale of his l«ne 
Negros, which they granted unto. And the next day did sell some of them, 
who having bought and payed for them, thinking to have had a discharge of 
the Customer, for the custome of the Negros, being the kings duetic, they 
gave it away to the poore for Gods sake and did refuse to give the discharge 
in writing, and the poore not trusting their wordes, for feare, least hereafter 
it might bee demaunded of them, did refraine from buying any more,_ so 
that nothing else was done untill the Governors comming down* which 
was the fourteenth day, and then the Captaine made petition, declaring that 
hee was come thither in a shippe of the Queenes Majesties 
being bound to Guinie, and thither driven by winde and weather, so hat 
being come thither, hee had ncede of sundry necessar.es for the reparation 
of the said Navie, and also great need of money for the paimen of ha 
SouIdiours, unto whom hee had promised paiment, and therefore although 
hee would, yet would not they depart without it, & for that purpose he 
requested licence for the sale of certame of his Negros, declaong that 
although they were forbidden to trafique with steu^yrttorAat there 
was a great amide betweene their princes, and that the thing perremed to 
our Queenes highnesse, he thought hee might doe their prince great service, 
and diat it would bee well taken at his hands, to doe it in this cause. The 
which allegations with divers others put in request, were presented unto the 
Governour, who sitting in counsell for that matter, granted unto his request 
for licence. But yet there fell out another thing which wasthe abating of 
the kings Custome, being upon every slave 30. duckets, which would not 

te W h e re upon °th e Captaine perceiving that they would neither come nee re 
his price hee looked for by a great dcale, nor yet would abate: the: 
Custome of that they offered, so that either he must be a grtat looser by hw 
wares, or els compel! the officers to abate the same kings Custome which 
was too unreasonable, for to a higher price hee couide not bring thej)U)|ers . 
Therefore the sixteenth of April hee prepared one hundred men well armed 
with bowes, arrowes, harquebuzes and pikes, with the which hee marched 
to the townewards, and being perceived by the Governour, he straight wi h 
all expedition sent messengers to knowc his request, 

no further forward untill he had answerc againe, which incontinent he 
should have. So our Captaine declaring how unreasonable a thing the 
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ICings Cl tstfimt was, requited to have the sime Abated, suid to pay seven and 
a halfis per centum, whldi is the nrdinarie Cu$Lomc for wares through hk 
dotninions there, amt unto this if they would not graunt, hee wfluEd displease 
ihern, And this word being carted to the Governrnjfj amwenc was returned 
that all things should bee to his content* arid the reopen hcc determined lo 
depart, but the souldiers and Murmurs finding so little creditt in their 
promise*, demanded for the perfoTicuiKt of the premisses, or vk they 
would nut depart* And thus they being constrained to send gages, wee 
departed, bc^nning our tnifique, anti ending the same without dt>turbanre J 
L ints having made rrafique in the hirbonough until! die *1 our Capcaine 
with hisihips intended to gue out of the made, and purposed to m ike shew 
of In* dqpanurej because nowc the comnton sort liaving imploycd their 
money, the nch nt^n were come ™ rowne, who made no shew that they 
were comv ro buy, w tflat they went about to bring dmvne the tnice, and 
by du s polbac the Captsane knew they would be made the more eager, for 
' ca ^ L ‘ eAtr wc departed, and rhey should goc wirhout any ut aJl. 

Thf fiijit and iwcmic w « being at andeer without die mad, a French 
*“P ailed the Greene Dragon of New hi ten, whereof wu Cipnine one 
non 1 <™ps tame in, who saluted u> after the manor of the Sen, with certaint 
pifCti nt Ordinance, and we re&Eutcd him with theiikeamine : with whom 
having communication, he declared that hoc had bene at the Mine in 
Gomi* and w» beaten off by the Portugal* gallics, and informed to c 
intlicr to make sale of such war« as he lud ; and further that the like w 
happened unto the Minion ; besides the Captain* Davie Cirlct and . 
Mirchim, with a dozen Marines betrayed by the Negros at their hrst 
arruvEll tlmiicr, and rem^ynmg prknncre with the PoiTUgaEs i and besides 
^itures of the lossc of their mem happened through the great 
“5* c of ; rcsl1 '^'ft with great doubts of bringing home tile sfiL : which 
was mest sorrowful I for us to understand. 

Thu* having ended our trafitjue here the 4, of May, we deparred, leaving 
the Frenchman behind*: u s, the night bdbre the which the Caches, thereof 
Ihave made mention before being to the number of zoo, came in their 
Cann- 1 - to [Inrboroata, intending by night to hare burned the lowne, and 
^ Spanuids, who being more vigilant because of our being there, 

then their custnme was, perceiving them comming, raised the townc, who 
m a moment bang .1 horiebache, by themes their Customs is fnr all doubts 
hi ci-lie their horses ready ladled, in the night scr upon them. Si looks one, 
but the rest nuking shift for themselves, escaped away. But this one, 
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because be was thdr guide* and vm the occasion ih^T divers, times they had 
made invasion upon them, had for his H&Vtiifo a stake thrust through his 
fundament, and so out at his nccke. 

The d!xt of May aforesaide, wee came to an yl.uiJ called Curasao, where 
wee had thought to liave iiidcefcd, but could not find groun^ arid having 
JeT fid an ancker with two usble^ were faine to weigh ir aj^une : and the 
seventh say ling along the coast to seeke an harborow, and rinding none, wee 
came to an anekur where we rode open in the Sea+ In this place we had 
tohquu for hides, mi d found great refreshing both ftf beefo, mutton and 
k rubes, whereof there was such" plenties that saving the skirmca, wc had the 
flesh given us for nothing, the pkntie whereof was so abundant, that the 
won* in the ship thought soorne not onety of mutton, hue also of **JJen 
lambc, which they disdained to cate un rested. 

The increase of otttdl in this yUrnd is marveitous, which from a dooxen 
of each sort brought thither by the govern our, in 25, ycres he had a hundreih 
thousand at rhe leasts ik of other cUfel was able to kill wirhaur spoils of the 
increase 1500, yecrely, which five Itilkth for the skirnie*, and of ihn flesh 
saveth ondv the tongues* the r&i hee leavcth to the fouls to devours And 
this I uni able to aftirmc, not onely upon the Governotira owne report, who 
was the lint that brought the increase thither, which so remaineib umo this 
dav, but also by that I saw my scife in one held, where an hundred oxen Lay 
one by another all whole, saving the skinne and tongue taken away, And 
it is not so marvellous a thing why they doe thus cast away the flesh in all 
the vbndi oi the West Indies, seeing the land is great, and more [hen they 
are able to inhabit?, the people fiswe, having delicate t runes and mrates 
ynough besides to foede upon, which they rather drtire, and ihe increase 
which parsed 1 mans won 10 beJetrve, when they come to a ^reat number ; 
for in S. Domingo an yJand called by the tinders thereof Hispaniola, is so 
great quail tide of uattcll, and such increase theruf, that notwithstanding 
the daily killing of them for their hides, it k not possible to as.wage the 
number of them, but they are devoured by wildc dogs, whose number as 
such by suffering them tim to range the woods and mountains, that they 
cate and destroy b-jooc. a ycere, and yet inuII bivkc found of thcm. And no 
marvdk, for the said yknd is almost as bigge as all England, and being the 
flrsr plaice that w&s foundc of all the Indies, and of long time inhabited 
before the rest, it ought therefore of reason to be most populous : and 
to this houre the Viceroy and counsel! rayail abideth there a* in ihc chicfcrt 
place of all the Indict, to prescribe orders to the rest for the kings bchalfe, 

15 


Hakluyt's V eyvgtl 


yet have they but one Cirse and 13. villages in all »he same yland, whereby 
the spoilt of them in respect of the increase is nothing. 

Tiie 15. of the furesaid monerh wee departed from Curasao, K-.irig not 
a lirilc to the rejoydng of our Giptaine and us, that woo had there ended 
oitr irafique : but'notwithstanding our swcetc incite, wee had sowc-r w, 
for by reason of our riding so open at sen, what with btasies whereby our 
anckers being a ground, three mt uJicc tame home, and also with contrary 
windcs blowing, whereby for fiare uf the shore we were time to hide 
to have ankcr-hoEd, sometimes u whote day and a night we turned up and 
downe ; and this happened not onec, but halfe a dozen times in the space 
of our being there. 

The 16* wee passed by an yland trilled Aruba, and the 1 £p at nacht 
aetkered rixe houresat the West ende of Cabo de hi vehq in morrimg 
being the i S. weighed againe, keeping our course, m the wtlich_ rime the 
Captaint sailing by the shore in tile pinnae, came to the Raiidieria, a pUcc 
where the Spaniards use to fish for pearly and there spoke with a Spaniard, 
who lotdc him how far off he was from Rio de la Hacks, which because he 
would not overshoot, he inhered that night ngatcie, & the [9, came thither ; 
where having dike with the kings treasure*!' of the Indies resident tlierc, he 
declared his quiet tratique in Burfraroata, &L shewed a cerri hcarc nf the nio^ 
made by the gnvemmir thereof, & therefore he desired to have the like there 
also ; but the treasurer made ana were that they were fur bidden by the 
V iceroy and council! of S, Domingo, who having intelligence of uur being 
on the coast, did sende expresse turn mission to resist us, with all the force 
they ecujJd, insomuch that they durst not tralique With us in noca&e, alleging 
dial if they did, they should loose all dial they did trahque fur, besides their 
bodies at tin: magistrates mmimundcmcm. Our Captainc replied, that lice 
was in an Armada of the Queenes Majestic of England x and sent about 
other her affaires, but driven besides his pretended vopgc, wai info reed by 
contrary winder to come into those parts, where he hoped to findc suen 
friendship as htt should doc in Spainc, to the contrary whereof hoc knewe 
no reason, in that there was auntie betwixt their princes. But seeing they 
would contrary to ail raison go about to withstand hb trahqur, he would 
it should not bo said by him, that having the force he hath, to he driven 
from his trafique perforce, but he would ruber pul it in adventure rn try 
whether he or they should have the better, and therefore willed them to 
determine either to give him licence ti> trade, or dsc to stand to their owne 
liannok: So upon this it was determined hee should have licence to trade, 
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but they would give him such a price as was the one haife Ie$$e then he had 
sold fur before, anil thus they sent word they would Jn, and nolle otherwise! 
and if it liked Inin nnt T he do what he vveul^ for they were not 

determined in dealt otherwise with him. Whereupon, the captain e waving 
their unconscionable request, wrote to them a letter, that they dealt too 
rigorously with him, to go about to cut hi* rhrott in the price of his com- 
modiries, which were so reasonably rated, as they could not by a great 
deale have the like at any other mam hander But seeing they had sent 
him this to his supper, hee would in the morning bring them as good a 
breakefasi, And therefore in the morning being the 2i + of May, hee shot 
off a whole Covering to summon the towue, and preparing one hundred 
men In armour, went a shore, having in his great Itouie two FauIcons of 
brass*, a [id in the other bon tea double foutt in their noses, which being 
perceived by the Town omen, they incontinent in band! a ray with their 
drumnie and ensigne displayed, marched from the Towne to rhe sands, of 
footetnen to die number of an hundred and hi tie, making great bragges 
with their erica, and weaving us a shore, whereby they made a semblance 
to have fought with us in deed. But our Captain* perceiving them so 
bragge, commanded the two Fa u Icons to be discharged at them, w hich put 
them in no small fere to sec, (as they afterward declared) such great pieced 
in a boats. At every shot they fell flat to the ground, and as wee approdied 
necr* unto them, they biokc their a ray, and dispersed rhemsdves iso much 
for fere of the Ordinance, that at Ease they went all away with thei r ensigne. 
The horsemen also being about rhirrie, made as brave a shew as might bcj 
coursing up and downs with thdr horses, thdr brave w hite leather Targets 
in die one hand, and their javdlng& in the other, as though they would have 
received m at our binding. But when wee Landed, they gave ground, and 
consul red what they should doc, for little they Thought wee would have 
landed m boldly : and therefore as the Captaine was putting his men iri 
aray, and marched forward to have encountred with them, tl]ey sent a 
messenger on hanebacke with a llaggc of truce to the Captaincy who 
declared that the 1 rcasurer marveited whut lie incant to doe to come a ?horc 
in that older, in consideration tlutt they had granted to every reasonable 
jcquv-it its at he did dcmaurid : but die Cap tame not wd! contented with 
this messenger, marched forward*. The messenger prayed him to stay his 
men, and itttiev if hec would come apart from his men, the Treasurer would 
tome ami speake with him, where unto he* did agree 10 commune together 
The Captnne onely with hii armour without weapon, and the Treasurer 
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on ho^hacJce with hh> javefing* was. afraiilu to come nccre him for fctffe of 
ht& armour, which ho said was worse Then his weapon, and an tci’cpcngiuoule 
communing together, granted ill fine *o all hfc requests, vVliich being 
declared by the Captaine to tile company, they desired to Have pled^ci for 
ills: performance of all tiling doubting rhaT nrherwise when they had n^iic 
ihemaclvc- stronger, they would have hem- at defiance ^.ith m: and seeing 
thar now they might have what they would request, they judged it to be 
■ — itU — © 


L—to 

_rcaunuice then 

to be forced to mike 
any more bbours 
about it. ho upon 
ih E% gages we re sen t, 
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UmrndUa of sundry 

bSTwIth 4. *■*% *J«% broad, mouth, *id 
whofSfcinn* is so hard, that * sworf wifnotpicrcs .l Hi* “J 

live out of rhe water as « fr ^e doth, but he 11 a ^ 
spar«h neither fish, which is H» common food, nor 
hee take them, as the proofe thereof w.ts knowen by * ^ y , n4 j 

was filling walcr in the Rim* by bne of caned 
never Jke after. Hu nature is evet when 1 l« wnu J km h»jJ 
cry and sobbo like a Christian body, to provoke them ^ c«ne» htm, Jtd 
then hee uutchtth at them, and thereupon came thi* proved* that« *pph** 
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unto wrtmfn when they werpe, I.nchrymx Crocdili^ the meaning whereof 
i% that a* the Crocodile when hctscrk'tIi,gocth then about m mi m deceive, 
so docth a woman mow commonly when she wrepcih. Of these the Mower 
of the Jesus watched one, and hy the hanks side stroke hrm with a pike 
of a bill in the side, and after three or foure times turning in sight, he* 
surtfcc downe, and was not afterward scene, In the time of our being in the 
Rivers Qttinie, wcesiwc many of a monstrous bigness*, amongst the whldi 
She Captaiuc being in one of the Harks cu mining down? like same, shot a 
Faui^on at one, which very namwJy hce mint’d, and with a fearc hue 
plunged into die water, making a streams like the way of a bmte* 

Now- while we were here, whether 11 were of a fear* that the Spaniards 
doubted wee would haw done them some harm* before we departed, of for 
any treason that they intended towards us, I am not able to say j but then 
came ihither a Captain t from some of the other to wues, with a dozen 
souldim upon a time when our Captainc and the treasurer cleared al tilings 
hi 'tween? them, and were in a Communication of a debt of the governors of 
BurboroaU, which was to be payd by the said treasurer, who would not 
answer the same by any meanes. Whereupon c? mine word? of displeasure 
Ptiased betwixt the Cap tunc and him, and parting the one from the other, 
the treasurer passably doubting that our Captain? would perforce have sought 
the same, did immediately command his men to armes, both horsemen and 
footemen j but because the Captaine was in the River on the back? side of 
the Towne with his other boates, and all his men unarmed and without 
weapons, it was to be judged he ment him little good, having that advantage 
of him, that comming upon the sudden, hce might have mtschicved many 
oi his men ; but the Captain? having understanding thereof, not trusting 
to their centletioae, if they might have the advantage, departed aboard his 
ships, and at night returned againe, and demanded amongst other tulke, what 
they ment by assembling their men in that order, £t they answered, that 
their Captain? being came to townc did mm&tcr his men according to his 
accustomed mnner. But it is to be judged to bee a drake, in that comming 
for tint purpose bee might love done it sooner, bur the rnieth is, rhey were 
not of force until] then, whereby to enterprise any matter against its, by 
rncancs oi pikes and harquehuzes, whereof they have wan E, and were now 
furnished by our Captainr, and also j r Faulcons, which having got in other 
places, they had secretly conveyed thither, which made them the bolder, and 
aJs?o for that they saw now a convenient place to do such a feat, and time 
also serving thereunto, by the meatus that our men were not onely unarmed 
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and unprovided, as at no time before the like, but also were occupied in 
hcwing P of wood, and least thinking of any harmc : these were onions 
to provoke them thereunto. And I suppose they went a ° thi 

to effect, in that I with another gentleman benign 
of no harmc towards us, and seeing men assembling armour ™ 
treasurers house, whereof I marvelled, and revoking to min 
X b«wle the Captaine and hint, and the %*£ 

whom advantage might have bene taken, departed out of the I owne 
immediatly to give knowledge thereof, but before we came to our men by 
a flight-shot, two horsemen riding a gallop were come neere g .6 ’ 

as wee did g^sse, to stay us least wee should cary newes to our Captaine, but 



seeing us so neere our men they stayed their horses, £" d 

suffrin- us to passe, belike because wee were so neere, that if they had gone 
about the same, they had bene espied by some of <"™ 7 ***Z 
immediatly would have departed, whereby they s ou ^ ^ to espie 

of their pretence : and so the two horsemen Sir 

what we did, and seeing us gone, to the intent they nueht . 

comming downe in post, whereof suspition mtg seemed so simple 

excuse in asking whether he could sell any wine, returned in the 

to the Captaine, that standing in doubt of their co . ^ • noses, and his 
morning with his three boats, appointed with as« j t h us 

men with weapons accordingly, where as before ’ ashor 

dissembling all injuries conceived of both P ar ®> .Kings betweene 

leaving pledges in the boates for himselfe, and cleared1 all things b«w« 
the trLurer and him, saving for the govemers debt, which the one by 
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mwn« would answerc, and the other, because it was not his due debt 
u T, nor mdeit him for if, hur was content to reinir it untiJJ another tunc, 
and Hit refer* deputed, causing rhe two Harises which rt.Mli- necre the (bore 
to weigh and go under side, which was done because that nor Captain* 
demanding a testimonial! of hi* good behaviour there, could not have the 
: amc " mt 1 het ‘ were wider Suite ready to depart ; and therefore at muhr hr 
went for thc&mc aptne, & received it at the treasurers hand, of whom ven- 
cnurteouyy lie took* he lave and departed, shooting off the base* of he 
hwT for he farewell and the towiiestnen also shot off foure Fan Icons and 

If tlwi^FauS/^ th ' S W “ the *”* thaf hc fcnew «f conveyance 

r, i'Vt * nilV keeping our course to Hispaniola, and the 

( <111111 nt June wee had sight of an which wee mad, to be Tamaico, 

man cuing that by the vehement con me of the Stas we should k driven so 
arn* to leeward : fir setting eur fourw to the West end of Hispaniola wr 
Jl ",I h f T3*v f ^“ma'Ca, notwithstanding that to ul mens sight it 
k V 1 V hvud . ta!ld ’ thc 7 all deceived hv the clouds th.it lay up..u 
,■ J ,in r ,] W ° '? s<jrt thar wc St TO He rhe Head 

teLf ^ “? ft? A » SpanJ^ ^ing in tlm ship, who was a 

Lire! ant, and mhabitant in Jamaica, having occasion to go to Guinle, and 
_e:iig by treason taken of the Negros, A' afterwards bought by the Taneo- 
bV ? Ur Cap t WnC ' br ? u £ flr fram ‘bvnee, and had his passaged 
*? “nhrt & J h ° : P CT “. HTJn * % iflnd t mMic *S though he knew 
SS7> P S^ T f ’ T J P ° llltcd W Ccrttthlc P T ‘ 1C « which hc tu be 

C * T J ,Ufh L a mans G rc,und > a„d that behind* such a point was 

« wereT’w A he - f™ «« P°int to arXr, S 

r-imii4 fvf“ h<Wri ufa p aCC5, / ,ld fmn6 our Sctves *t the West end of 
L T- * m T ar t uf “ ,l Wtig once to leeward, there was 

r £ 30 lh f b >'. 1 * u ™ n « uf thc Spaniards knowledge, mtr 

n^ P mLde hhSf tn T‘! i;c WItb an y uf * 1,c inhablmnts, which if hr had 
i,r 'i L Sl,rr IJ ^ bc would have done js his custom* was in other 

mX/f ? T ™ 1 pI lpUe nm nnr] y ,tJ our Captain*, who made 
n I hy rhe P^<= ^OOO. pounds by hides which hee 

cSncteV'andT"’ ^ hi . ,lwdfr 1 ^"g three yet res out of his 
TanciirTvini™ n great misery in Giiinje, both among the Negros and 

nireanEVsh ? *3* ^ C °™ r ° 1 llis . w ’ fc and «C made 

he uut oti ifii g TF lf ! t0 t !c P ,rw, * S5 *» w hcn he w-rnt to shore 

put on Jm new clothes, and for joy flung away his old, could not after- 
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wards finde anj habrLitiun, neither there nor in all Cuba, which we mailed 
all alon^ but K fell out ever ty one Dco-aon nr other, that wee were put 
beside mi: same, so that he wus fa inn to be brought into England, and if 
happened lu him ai it did to a duke of Kama Ha, when the Israelites were 
besieged-, and wen; ill great misery with hunger, & bring cold* hy the 
Prophet EIl&xus, dint a bushel! of dower should be sold for a sickle, would 
not bdeuve hint) but thought it unpossible ; and for that cause Lkz^eus 
prophesied hoc should see the same done, but hue should not rate thereof: 
vo this man being absent three yet;ns, and not ever thinking to have seerie 
biy ownc Countrey, did !?cu the went upon ir, anti vet was it not Hls 

fortune to come to if, nr m any habitation, whereby To remain* with his 
friends according to his desire. 

Thus having sailed along the coast two days, we departed the seventh of 
June, being made to heleeve by ihu Spaniard that it was not Jamaica,, but 
rather Hispaniola, of which opinion the Captain* also was, because that 
which hee made Jamaica seemed to he hut a piece of the land) and thereby 
took* it rather to be Hispaniola, by the lying of the coast, and also for that 
being ignorant of the three of the''current, he cotild noi bdeeve he was su 
firre driven ro leeward^ and therfore wiring his course tojamaica, and after 
certain* dtyts not finding the same* perceived then cenamly that the yhnd 
which he was at before was Jamaica, and rhar the cloudes did decdvehirn, 
whereof he marvelled not a little : and this mistaking; of the place came tu 
as ill a passe as the overshooting of J.i maica : for by this did he also overpass* 
a place in Cuba, called Santa Crui, where, as he was informed* was great 
score of hides to be bad ; & thus being disappointed of two of his portes, 
where he thought to have raised great proRte by his traftque, and also to 
have found great refreshing of victuals and water for his men, hec was now 
disappointed great! v» and such w ant he h.id of fresh water, that he was forced 
m seek* the shore lu obldne the same, which he had sight of after certain* 
day it! overpassed with stunnes and contrary winder, but yet not of the midne 
of Cuba, but of certain* viands in number two hundred) whereof the most 
part were desolate of inhabitants : by the which fluids the Captain* passing 
in his pinne^e, could findcno fresh water untill nee came loan yknd bigger 
then aU the rest, called the yle ai Pinas, where wee Line fccred with our utjtn 
the 16. of June, and found water, which although it were neither so tooth- 
'o-rne .is running water, by the menus it is standing, and but the water of 
ratne, and also being nccre ilic Sea was brackish, yet did wee not refuse it, 
but were momglad thereof, a^ the time then required, then wee should have 
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bene another Time with fine Conduit water. Thus being reasmiiaHy watered 
we were desirous to depart, because the place was not very con vc mem for 
sud] ships of charge as they were, because there were man? shoales rn 
Leeward;, which also lav open'to the sea for any wind that should blow : and 
therfore the vapLimr made the more haste a way* which was not ucnieedfiill : 
For little sooner were thu ir nnekers weyed^ and tbfesailc set* but there arose 
such a storm e, that they had l>nr much to spate For doubling out of the 
shnaJta For one uF the barks not being Fully ready as the rest* was Fame For 
haste to cut the table ill the hawse, and Uc both aneker and cable to save 

Thus the 17. of June* we departed and on the 2Q. wee Fell with the ’VVcat 



end of Cuba, called Cape 5. Antony, where For the space of three dayes wee 
doubled along, till we* dmc beyond the shoale^ which are 20 . leagues 
beyond 5 l Anthony. And The ordinary Brlse taking u% which is the North¬ 
east wuidc, put us the 14 , from the shaarc, and therefore we went to the 
Northwest to Fetch wind* and also to the coast of Florida to have the help* 
of the current, which was judged to have, set to the .Last ward - so the 20" 
wee found our selves in 27 . degrees, and m the soundings of Florida* where 
wc kept our sdv« the space of fume dayes> -ailing along the Coast as. nr ere 
as we could, in ten lie or twelve fadmuc water, having ail the while no Sight 

of hint ^ t 1* 1 . 

Tlie fift of July we had sight of cortcinc Islands of sand, called rnc 
TortUgas (which b bwe (and ) where the raptamc went in with ha pinnesse, 
and Iluj nd such a number of birds, that in halfc an hour* he faded her with 
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tJi cm ; and If they had been* ten boats more, they might have done the Kkt 
These Islands bears the name of Tortoises, because of rnp. number of them, 
which there do bre^J,, whusc nature to live both. in The water ami upon 
land aisos but breed ondy upon the fihore, in making a great pit wherein 
they lay egj2.es, to the number of three or fourc hundred, and cove nog them 
with sind they are hatched by the heat of the Sunue « and by this mcruica 
cammed! the great increase.' Of these we tookc very great nnrs,which 
have both backe and belly all of bofie, of the thitbies of an inch : the flesh 
whereof we proved} eating mutzli like veate ] and finding a number ofegges 
in them, tasted also of thrm, but they did eat very iwvctlv, Ileerc 
an leered sixe i mures, and then a Fairc gale of winde springing} we wt)f 
sinker, and made saile toward Cuba, whither we «itne the siwr day, and 
weathered aa forre as the Table, being a hill w oiled, because of the forme 
thereof: here we lav off and on alt night, to kcepc that we had gotten to 
wind-ward, intending to have watered m the morning, if we could have 
dyne it, or rls if the winde had come larger, to Have plied to wind-ward to 
Havana- which is- an hairbofQiw wbcrcuiito all the fleet of^ the Spinx.iri. -. 
come, and doe there tary to have one the company of another, Hits hill 
wo thinking to have bccnc the Table, made account (as it was indeed) that 
Havana was but eight leagues to wind-ward, but by the pcrvwasion of a 
French man, who made the capttiine Mom: he knew 4 b Table very well, 
and liad beetle at Havana, siyd that it was not the Table, and that the 
Table was much higher, and ncerer to the sot side, and that there eras no 
plainv ground to the Forward, nor hil!« to the Wewwiri, but all was 
coni™?, and that behind the liilleS to the Westward wa* Harana. To 
which persuasion credit being given by some, and thev not of the waont 
The cvpSne was persuaded to goe to leeward, and So sailed along the seventh 
and eieht dayts, finding no habitation, nor no other I able ; and then 
perceiving his folly to give care to such pmcre, was not a little sory, bntli 
because he did consider what time be should spend yer he could get ® for 
to wind-ward agalnc, which would have bene, with the weathering which 
we had, ten nr twelve d*y« workc, Si what it would have bene longer he 
knew not, and (that which was woond) he had not above u d.iyes water and 
ilierforc knew not what shift to make : but m line, brause trsr want wai 
such, that his men could not live with it, he determined to sc^ke water, and 
to poe further to leeward, to a place (a it is ser in the card) called Rio de los 
puercos, which he was In doubt of, both whether 11 were inhabited, * 
whether there were water or not^ anil whether for the sliaald> he might 
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have such aceesc with 1 m ships, that he niighc conveniently take in the 
wmtn And white we were in these trouble and kept our waf ft? the place 
aforesayd, almighty Go d our guide {who would not suffer 11s to run into 
any further danger, which we had berae like to have incurred, if wc liad 
iged the coast of Florida along as we did before, which t* so dangerous 
f reports) th-ic nn ship escapeth which cotnmctb thither, (as the SpnyariU 

_vc very wcl proved rhe samejsaifc us the eight day at night a fains Westerly 

win.de, whereupon the captainc and company consulted* determining hot to 
rcfuiie Gods gift, but every man was contented to pinch hEs owhc befli'e, 
whatsoever had happened s and taking the bayd winds, rile ninth day of 
July gtrt lu the Tablfl* mid filing foe same nighr, unawares overshot 
Havana ; at which place wee thoughr to have watered ; but the next day, 
not knowing tliat wee had ovetshot the same, sailed along the coast, seeking 
it, and the eleventh day in the morning, by CcfT«ne kibwm marks, we 
understood that wc had avers! mi it 2o leagues : in which coast ranging, we 
found nn convenient watering place, whereby there was no remedy hut to 
discmboqne, and to water upon the coast of Florida : for, to go further to 
the Eastward, we could nor for the fooafds, which are very dangerous j and 
because the current foootetb to the Nmthrast, wc doubted by the force 
lhcreed tu be set upon them, and therefore durat not appmeh them : so 
making but reasonable way she day afoitsayd, and all foe night, the twelfth 
day in the mom rug we fell with foe Islands upon the cape of Florida, which 
wc could scant double by the uu-ancs that foiling the fooalds to the F.a*i- 
wardsj, and doubting Use 'curr^m camming out of the We$t, which was not 
of that force wc made account of j for wc felt little or none til l wc fell with 
rhe cape, ami then felt such a current, that bearing all stiles against foe same, 
yer were driven hacke againc a great pace : the experience whertuf we had 
by the Jesus. p1mu3se,and the Salomons boat, which were sent the same day 
in the aficmoonr, whiles the ships wen* becalmed, to see if foey could findc 
my water upon the Islands aforesaid ; who spent a great parr of rbe day 
In towing thither, being further off then they deemed it ro be, and in foe 
meant time a faire gale of wiiide springing at scu, the ships departed, making 
a sigue to them to come away, who although they saw them depart, because 
they were so nccrc the shore, would not lose all the labour they had taken* 
but determined to keepe their way, and see if there were any water tu be 
had, making nn acenunr but to node the ship pa well imougli : but they 
spent so much rime In filling the water which foev had found, that the night 
w%ii; come before they could make m end. And having lost the sight of the 
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shipSj i , h« i y" rowed what they could, liut were wholly ignorant which way 
they should sccke them again-c ; as indeed there was a more dnuk then 
they knew of: for when they departed, the &hippcs were m no current; 
sind billing but a mile further, they found one so strong, thstr bearing ail 
Viiic=h, k could not preiuiie ajrairnr the same, but were driven tucke : 
whereupon the eaptaine sent ine Salomon, with the other two barks, to 
beare ucere the shore all night, because the current was lease there a great 
deafe* and to btsire tight, with shooting off 4 piece now and then, to the 
intent titer boats might hemr know how to come to them. 

The Je*ui also bare a tiehr in her toppe gallant, and shot off a piece also 
now ami then, but the night passed, wd the morning was Come, being die 
thirteenth day, and no newes could be heard of them, but the ships and 
burkca caued not to I twice still for them, yet they thought it was all in vainr, 
by die mcancs they heard not of them all the night past j and therefore 
determined 10 cary no longer, seeking for them till noonc, mid if they heard 
nu newes, then they would depart to tile Jesu^ who perforce (by the 
vdiemency of the current! was lairicd almost out of sight p hut ws God 
would bnvr it, now time being come, and they having tacked about in the 
pinrns&cs top, had sight of them, and tonke them up : they in the- boats, 
being to rfoe number of one and twenty, having sight of ihc ships, smd seeing 
them ticking about j whereas before :u the iirac righi of them they din 
greatly rejoyce, were now in a greater perplexitic then ever they were ■ for 
by this they thought ihumselvc* utterly forsaken, whcrnis before They were 
m some hope to hire found them, "t ruly God wrought marvellously for 
them, for they themsclva having nn virtual but water, and being sore 
oppr^ed with hunger, were not of opinion to btsrow any further lime in 
seeking the shrppcs then that present nnnnc time ; so th.il if they Jud not 
ac thar instant copied rhem, they had gone n> the shore to have made provision 
for victuals, and with such ihmgs as they could have gotten, cither to have 
gone for that part of Florida where ihc French men were planted (which 
would have bene very hard for them to have done, became they wanted 
victuals to bring rhem thirher, being an hundred and twenty leagues off) or 
tbs iq have remained amongst the Floridians ; at whose hands they were 
pm in comfort by a F rench man, who was with them, that had remained 
in Fiorldu at the firsr finding thereof* a whole yeerc together, to receive 
victuals tuffident, and gcniJc enrcmmmrnT, if need were, for a yecre of 
twoj until I which time God mlpht have provided for them. But how 
contrary this would have fallen out ro their expectations, it h h.ird to j udge. 
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seeing those people of the cape of Florida are of more savage and fierce 
nature, and more valiant then any of the rest ; which the Spaniards well 
prooved, who being five hundred men, who intended there to land, returned 
few or none of them, but were inforced to forsake the same : and of their 
cruelty mention is made in the booke of the Decades, of a frier, who taking 
upon him to persuade the people to subjection, was by them taken, and his 
skin cruelly pulled over his eares, and his flesh eaten. 

In these Islands they being a shore, found a dead man, dried in a maner 
whole, with other heads and bodies of men : so that these sorts of men are 
eaters of the flesh of men, aswel as the Canibals. But to returne to our 

purpose. 

The fourteenth day the 
shippe and barks came to the 
Jesus, bringing them newes 
of the recovery of the men, 
which was not a little to 
the rejoycing of the captaine, 
and the whole company : 
and so then altogether they 
kept on their way along the 
coast of Florida, and the 
fifteenth day come to an 
anker, and so from sixe and 
twenty degrees to thirty 
degrees and a halfe, where 
the French men abode, ranging all the coast along, seeking for fresh 
water, ankering every night, because we would overshoot no place of 
fresh water, and in the day time the captaine in the ships pinnesse sailed 
along the shore, went into every creeke, speaking with divers of the 
Floridians, because hee would understand where the French men inhabited ; 
and not finding them in eight and twenty degrees, as it was declared unto 
him, marvelled thereat, and never left sailing along the coast till he found 
them, who inhabited in a river, by them called the river of May, and 
standing in thirty degrees and better. In ranging this coast along, the 
captaine found it to be all an Island, and therefore it is all lowe land, and 
very scant of fresh water, but the countrey was marvellously sweet, with 
both marish and medow ground, and goodly woods among. There they 
found sorell to grow as abundantly as grasse, and where their houses were, 
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great store of maiz and mill, and grapes of great bignesse, but of taste much 
like our English grapes. Also Deere great pientie, which came upon the 
sands before them. Their houses are not many together, for in one house 
an hundred of them do lodge ; they being made much like a great barnc, 
and in strength not inferiour to ours, for they have stanchions and rafters of 
whole trees, and are covered with palmito-leaves, having no place divided, 
but one small roome for their king and queene. In the middest of this house 
is a hearth, where they make great fires all night, and they sleepe upon 
certeine pieces of wood hewen in for the bowing of their backs, and another 
place made high for their heads, which they put one by another all along 
the walles on both sides. In their houses they remaine onely in the nights, 
and in the day they desire the fields, where they dresse their meat, and make 
provision for victuals, which they provide onely for a meale from hand to 
mouth. There is one thing to be marvelled at, for the making of their fire, 
and not onely they but also the Negros doe the same, which is made onely 
by two stickes, rubbing them one against another : and this they may doe 
in any place they come, where they findc sticks sufficient for the purpose. 
In their apparell the men onely use deere skinnes, wherewith some onely 
cover their privy members, othersome use the same as garments to cover 
them before ana behind ; which skinnes are painted, some yellow and red, 
some blacke & russet, and every man according to his owne fancy. They 
do not omit to paint their bodies also with curious knots, or antike worke, 
as every man in his owne fancy deviseth, which painting, to make it con¬ 
tinue tne better, they use with a thorne to pricke their flesh, and dent in 
the same, whereby the painting may have better hold. In their warres they 
use a sleighter colour of painting their faces, thereby to make themselves 
shew the more fierce ; which after their warres ended, they wash away 
againe. In their warres they use bowes and arrowes, whereof their bowes 
are made of a kind of Yew, but blacker then ours, and for the most part 
passing the strength of the Negros or Indians, for it is not greatly inferior 
to ours : their arrowes are also of a great length, but yet of reeds like other 
Indians, but varying in two points, both in length and also for nocks and 
feathers, which the other lacke, whereby they shoot very stedy : the heads 
of the same are vipers teeth, bones of fishes, flint stones, piked points of 
knives, which they having gotten of the French men, broke the same, & 
put the points of them in tneir arrowes head : some of them have their 
heads of silver, othersome that have want of these, put in a kinde of hard 
wood, notched, which pierceth as farre as any of the rest. In their fight, 
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b»dng m the wood% they use ft marvellous pollide for their nwne safogird, 
which is by doping a tree an their armes, and yet shooting tins withstanding : 
this policy they used with the French men in their fight, whereby it 
appeareth that they are people uf some policy: and although they are 
called by the Epiuiy&nJs G trite tristc, that h to say, Jtad people, meaning 
thereby, that they arc not men of capacity : yet have the French men Found 
them so witty in their answerer that by the eaptainei owiie report, a 
counsellor with us could not give a more profound reason. 

The women al^o for rhcEr appardl use painted ^kinnes* but iiuftt of them 
go writs of pn^e, somewhat longer then our mnssc, which they so we 
together artificial ly^ and make The same surplcsse w! 1 ^ wearing their hiirt 
dn writs to rhetr shoulders, like the Indians, In ihi^ river of May aforesayd, 
rhe capfuinc eritring with Im pinnae, Found a French ship of" fouxescore 
tun, and two pinners of fifteen e tun a piece* by her, and speaking with the 
kerp-rr^ thereof, they tulde him of a fort two leagues up, which they had 
built, in which their capminc Monsieur Laudom litre with cert vine 
souldiers therein, Tu whom our captains: sending to understand of a 
watering-place, where lie might conveniently take it in, arid to have licence 
for the same, he straight, because there was no convenient place but up the 
river live leagues, where tlic water was freah, did send him a pilot fur the 
mure expedition thereof, to bring to one qf his barks, which going in with 
other boats provided for the ami* purpose, anktred before the fort, into the 
which our captain e went ; where hee was by the Genera!!, with other 
captaines and sculdSers, very gently enterteined, who declared unto him the 
rime of their being there, which was fourteen* mcmeths, with the ememltv 
they were driven to for want of victuals, having brought very little with 
them ; in which place they being two hundred men at their first camming, 
had in short space eaten all the iiuil^ they could buy of the biEiabitints about 
them, and therefore were driven ccrtdne of them to scree a king uf the 
Floridians ag^Jnsi other his cnemiss, for mill and other victuals : which 
having gotten, could not scree them, being so many, sq Inng a rime : but 
want caine upon them in such so it, that rhev were faint to gather acorni, 
which being stamped small, and often washed, to rake away ihe Httcmcsse 
of them, they did use for bread, eating withal I Sundry times, roots, whereof 
tlicy found many good and huiesomc, and such as serve rather for medccinea 
then for meates alone. But this hardness* not cuJiteitfiug some of them, 
who would not take the paints so much m in fisEs in the river before their 
doores, but would have all things put in their mou tilts, they did rebel 1 against 
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the captaine, taking away first his armour, and afterward imprisoning him . 
and so to the number of fourescore of them, departed with a barke and a 
pinnesse, spoiling their store of victuall, and taking away a great part thereof 
with them, and so went to the Islands of Hispaniola and Jamaica a roving, 
where they spoiled and pilled the Spanyards ; and having taken two gravels 
laden with wine and casavi, which is a bread made of roots, and much other 
victuals and treasure, had not the grace to depart therewith, but were o 
such haughty stomacks, that they thought their force to be such that no 
man durst meddle with them, and so kept harborow in Jamaica, going 
dayly ashore at their pleasure. But God which would not suffer such evill 
doers unpunished, did indurate their hearts in such sort, that t ev tnger 
the time so long, that a ship and galliasse being made out of Santa Domingo 
came thither into the harborow, and tooke twenty of them, whereof he 
most part were hanged, and the rest caried into Spaine, and some (to 
number of five and twenty) escaped in the pinnesse, and came to Honda ; 
where at their landing they were put in prison, and incontinent toure or 
the chiefest being condemned, at the request of the souldiers, i passe 
harquebuzers, and then were hanged upon a gibbet. 1 his ac e o 
score men was a great discourage and weakening to the restyfor hey 
the best souldiers"that they had : for they had now made the inhabitants 
weary of them by their dayly craving of maiz, having no wares left to 
content them withall, and therefore were inforced to rob them, and to okc 
away their victual perforce, which was the occasion that t e . orl , a J■. 
well contented therewith) did take certeine of their company in tbe woods, 
and slew them ; wherby there grew great warres betwixt thern and 
Frenchmen : and therefore they being but a few in " umber d “^ t "° 
venture abroad, but at such times as they were inforced hereunto for want 
of food to do the same : and going twenty harquebuzers in * 
were set upon by eighteene kings, having seven or eig t lun ’ . 

with one of their Wes slew one of their men, anJ hurt a ?o«n&drove 
them all downe to their boats ; whose polhey in fight was to be tnarvdlei 
at : for having shot at divers of their bodies which were armed and per- 
ceiving that their arrowes did not prevailc against the ^e^ they shot a 
their faces and legs, which were the places that the Frenchmen, were hurt 
in. Thus the Frenchmen returned, being in ill case \ ie • . . :ii 

men, having not above forty souldiers left unhurt, v. erey > - 

make any more invasions upon the Floridians, and keepe the r fort w tha l 
which they must have beene driven unto, had not God sent us thither lor 
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fhdf succour i for they hud not above ton diyes victual! left before we 
taint* In which perplexity our cap taint seeing them* spared them out of 
lib illtp twenty barrel* of niuitq fourc pipes of bancs, wit}] divers olltcr 
victuals and nectaries- which he might conveniently spare : and to hdjtc 
them the better homewards* whither they were bound before our camming, 
m their request we spired them one of our bark? of fifty tun* Notwith¬ 
standing the great want thar the Frenchmen had* the ground doth yceld 
victuals sufficient, if they would have taken pained to get the same ; but 
they being souldiers* desired to live by the sweat of other men* browes : 
for while they had peace with the Floridians, they had fob Sufficient, by 
wearw winch they made to catch the same : but when they grew to warns* 
the Fbridiam revoke away the same againc, and then would not the French¬ 
men take the panics to make any more. The ground ycdJcth naturally 
grapes in great store, fur in the tame that the Frenchmen were there, they 
made 20 hogsheads of wine* Also it yeddeth roots passing cood, Deere 
marvellous store, with divers other beasts* anil fowls, serviceable to the use 
of man, These lie things wherewirh a man may live* having come or maia 
wlterewitli to make bread : for maix makedi good savory bread, and cukes 
as fine as flown:, A bus it makeih good meafe, beaten and sodden with water* 
and catctii like pap wherewith we feed children* It nuiketb abu good 
beverage, Hadden in water, and nourish*ble * which the Frenchmen did use 
to drinke of in the morning* and it a&ua£eth their thirst, so that they had 
nn need to dfinfce all the day after. And this malic was the greatest Istcke 
* fitly had* because they had no labo-urera to so we rhe Rime* and therforc to 
them that should inhabit tlie knd it were requldt to have labourers ta till 
and iso we the ground : for thev having victuals of their owne^ whereby they 
i n.ither rub nor >po 3 le the inhabitants* may live not oneJy quietly with rbiun* 
w ho naturally fire more desirous of prace then of warns* but ufco shall have 
abundance of victual profaned them for nothing : fur it is with them as it is 
with otic of us, when we sc* another until ever taking away from us, although 
wc hive enough besides, yet then we thinlce all loo little for our selves : for 
surely we have heard the Frenchmen report* and I know it by the Indians, 
that a very little contented) them : for the Indians with the head of mala 
rn&tcd* wifi travel! a whole day* and when they are at the Spaniards finding, 
they give them nothing but sodden herbs Ac mai j 4 : and in this order I saw 
threescore of them feed* who were laden with wares* and came fifty leagues 
olE The Floridians when they travel I* hay* a kinde of herbe dried, who 
with a cane and an canhen cup in the end, with file; and the dried herbs 
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nut together doc sudfe rhnrow the erne the smoke thereof, which smoke 
LrisfiJth their hunger, and thcrwkh they live four* or five <ky» w'J’g 
mr it or drinke, and dib all the Frenchmen used for this purpose . yet do 
T u ev | lo |j c opinion witliall, that it cause th water & Hcamevoid from their 
wicks. The commoditi* of this land art- more then arc 
anv man ■ Tor besides die land it sdfc, whereof there is more then .mv lung 
Christian is able to inhabit, it flourished, with 

woods of Cedar and Cypres, and other torts, as better can not be m tne 
world. They have for apothecary herbs, trees, roots and 
siure as Storac liquid*, Turpintine, Oumroc, Myrrfle, and J rankmsencL, 
S’ many ^,eT whereofknow not the names. Colours bothM 
b!adce ycflmv, & ru^ct> very perfect wherewuh the) so P jlt ' - i 

lud DeS Snes ^icb the/weafe about them, that with water tt neither 
uJhZf “JE 5 h colour. Golde and silver they not :^ral 

.. t.- .. _ L J. _ c„. .-.rtirrt w : nir thither ihev had the Saute offered them tor 


because they knew not the estimation tliureor - Dm Ml “.. , • . * 1 ® 

Softhe same, did take it from them, giving them «£«■*'*• « 
whic^ tliev perceiving, that both die Frenchmwi did great^ ^tcmie u, • 
also did rigorously d3* with them, by taking J T £^?the 

^ -»>f - i to —jjjw sts 2* 

Zr£*2£E3££^3 ** to»% ^jzzsssz 

.he French^nicn k„„w no, » yrr,tat b,• P-, “*»“«”» ^ 

Southwest of the cape, having found the 7„££W 

sundry hanks, as we also have found the same = ^ tin Jg*““ 
which were wracks ^ 

h,id ftoTTen litniure by »itm, ror il i> , Frenchmen 

beene made of Spaniards, having | nlj[c , did fade two 

having travelled tu thecapeward an hundred and th ,. jf k 

Spat 1 yards with the Florid laris, which they r{!U S ' j r w j,ieh was cast 
wUof one « m . camvd camming felU 

away foureteenc veercs ago, ^ the nthuf -w ) lt ^ i mcl h they 

»»■ **& °hrj££22 £■&££* teiUi e ,-w. 

lad estimation of their goldc &£*«» ^ ruun d like* pun- 

winch they wearc about thor m*k& , -*<«_ h w j tha i| because 

take, with a hole in the midst, to botilsW up , j ( f ^ 

they thilike it a deformity to have great breasts. As for mm* citi g 
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or silver, the Frenchmen can heare of none they have upon the Island, bur of 
copper* whereof as yet also they have nor made the proofc, because they were 
but few men : but it b not unlike, but thar in the mainc where arc high'b Elies, 
k= and silver aswdl as in Mesnco, because it ball one main*. 1 he 
b Tench men obiesfied! perries □/ them ot great b i ^ iichfCj but thev were bl&cke, 
by meancs of rearing uf them, for they do no t fish for them as the Epanyard* 
doc, but for their meat : for the Span yards u>e io keepe day]? afishing some 
two or three hundred Indian^ some of them tiiat be of choisc a thousand : 
and their order is to go in cand or rather great pinnies, w ith thirty men 
in a pu*ee ? whereof the one halfe, or most part be divers, the rtst doe open 
the sime for the pearIs : for it is riot buffered that they should use dragging, 
for that would biw them out of estimation, and tnarre the beds of thenu 
e otsters whidi nave the smallest bott of pta rles arc found in seven or 
cighr ladomc water, but the greatest in eleven or twelve fadnme, 

T. he Horidians have pieces of uninomes homes which they wear* about 
their necks, whereof the > rcnchmen obteined many pieces. Of those 
unicomra they have many j for that they doe afHrrne It to be a beast with 
one home, which camming to the river to drinke, puntth the same into the 
water before he drinketh. Of this urucoma home there are of our eom- 
punv, that having gotten the same of the Frenchmen, brought home thereof 
to s u-W. It is therfore to be presupposed that there are more commodities 
KwclJ “ Th ^ wfl * ch ft*' want of time, and people sufficient to inhabit the 
umc, can not yet come to Light : but I mist God will revealr tlir same 
, Qrc J T ™B? lo rh ^ profit of them that shal take it in hand. Of 
™* inths countrey besides decre, Lbxes, hares, poicats, codes, ownccs* 
& leopards, I am not able Certainly to sa y : hut it is thought that there are 
Jions mid tygrm as well as unicomes > lions especially s if it be true that is 
savd, of the enmity betweene them and the unicorns : for there h no beast 
but hath his enemv, us the cony the pdeat, a sheep* the wooife, the elephant 
fhe nnoccms i and 5a of other beasts die like * insomuch, that whereas the 
one ts, t e other Can not he missuig. And sedng 1 have made mention of 
e h of this eauntrey, it shall not b* from mv purpose to spake also 
v tlie vemmous beasts, a$ Crocodiles, whereof there is great abundance, 
atfiters ot gf»i bignwse, whereof our men killed some of a prd and a h.ilje 
anp Also I hard a miracle of one of these adders, upon the which a 
au i.t)n seizing, the sayd adder did claspe her tail about her ; which the 
rench captain* seeing, tame to the rescue of the faulcon, ami tooke her 
■lying the adder i and this fad con being wild*, he did reclaim her, ami 
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kept her for the space of two mnuetlis, at which time for very want of meat 
he was, Ctinc to east her off. On these adders the Frenchmen did laal, to 
no little admiration of us, and affirmed the same to be a delicate meat Ami 
thocaprainc of the Frenchmen w also a serpent with tince heads and Imire 
feen of the biKmssc of a great stuninll, which fo r want ol a Juinpieh'jA lie 
durst not attempt to sky. Of fish also they h ive in the river, p»(Ce, rocti, 
salmon, trout, and divers other small fiahes, and ot great fish* so™* ot tlic 
length of a man and looter, being of irignesse accordingly, having a snout 
much like a sword of a yard lung Thera be also of set fishes, which we saiv 
camming along the cnist flying, which are of the big*®*: of a smelt, the 
biggest sort whereof have four* wings, hut the other have but two: of these 
wee sawe comming out of Guinea a hundred in a company, which being 
chased by the gilt-heads, otherwise called the bonitos, do to avoid them the 
better, tike their flight nut of the water, but yet are they not able to flic 
farre, beaus* of the drying of thdr wings which serve them tuff to /he hut 
when they are moist, and therefore when they an llienn further thevfill 
into the water, and having wet thdr wings, take anew flight Jgww, I new 
honitra be of bigness* like a carp*, and in colour like a makarelt, but I i 
the swiftest fish in swimming that is, and followed her prey very 
not onely in tlic water, hut also out of the water! for as die By^g 
takcih her flight so doeth this bonito leape after them, and toketh them 
sometimes ab^ve the water. There were some of thore bojutos, which 
i cing :tnlled by a fisgie, -JiJ follow out sWppe conntung out of Guntej jcn. 
leagues! There is a s^-fbwle also that chaseth tl.i> flvmg nsli aiwell as the 
boniro i for as the flying '«h taketh her flight, so doth this f.wle puisne £ 
take her, which to bdieide is a grater pleasure then hawkmjt, /or both the 
flights are as ploaant, and also more often then an hundred tunes : for the 
fowl* can Hie no way, but tme or other l.ghteth in her pawts, the numK r 
of them are so abundant. There is an innumerable voong frie id these 
flying liihes, which commonly keepe about rhe ship, ‘ lrt ™f 
butter-flies, and yet hy flying do avoid the unsatutWen*** rfThe bo«i«^ 
Of the biS-er sore of tliek- fishes wee tooke many, winch boll night and 
day flew into the sail® of our ship, and there not one of*® which 
was not wrath a Honito : for being put upon a hooke diaUn^“J™ 
water, the faontto would lap thereat, and so w»»kcn. Aka, we twice 
many with a white elnth made fast n» a hooke, which being nc . 

the water? that it might lap* our and in, the greed e bor.ro thmknig it to 
b* a flying bsh lenpeth thereat, and sa is deceived. YY c tooke also dolphtUS 
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which arc of very goodly colour and proportion iq behold, and no lesse 
delicate in taste. Fowles yko there be fumy, both upon land and upon sea : 
but concerning them on die land l am not able tu mine them, because my 
abode was there so short. Bui for the fbwle of the fresh rivers, these two I 
rioted to be the chicfe, wliercof the Flcmcngo is one, having all red feathers, 
and loiirr red Iqrs like a heme, a ricckc according to the hdi,, red, whereof 
the upper neb Kxngeth an inch over the nether ; and an rgript, which is 
all white as the swannr, with legs tike to an brarnshiny, and of higtu^w 
accordingly, bur it hath ip her taife feathers of so fine a plume, that ltpas^th 
the estriage his feather. Of the sta-fgwle above all other not common in 
England, I noted the pc!hcane, which is finned to be the kningit bird that is > 
which rather then her yong should want, wil spare her heart btaud out ufher 
belly : but for all thblovlngncvieshe is very deformed to bdiotdc | forthc is of 
colour russet: notwithstanding in Guinea l have scone of them as white a? i 
swan, having ]egs like the game, arid a body like a hcame, with along ncckc, 
and a thick Tung brake, from the nether jaw whereof downs to the breast 
passed! a skmne of such a hlgncMt, as is able to receive a fish as bigas ones 
thigh, ami thia her big rhroat and long bill doeth make her seem so ougly- 
Here l have declared the estate of Florida, and the commodities therein 
to this day tnowen, which although it may sceme unto some, by the meanes 
that the plenty of guide and Silver, is not so Abundant as m other places, that 
the cmr bestowed upon the some will not be able fa quit tlic charge* : _yct 
wn J of the Opinion* that by that which I have scene in other Islands of the 
Indians, where such increase of cat tell hath bene, that of twelve head of 
beasts in five & twenty yeercs, did in the hides of them raise a thousand 
pound profit ye rely, that the increase of on ltd oncly would raise profit 
sufficient far the same i for wee may consider, if so small a portion did 
rylsc h> much games in such shorr time, what would a greater do in many 

K ? and surely I may this affirms, that the ground of the Indiaxa for the 
of carrell, is not in any point to be compared la this of Florida, which 
all the y«re long is greene, a* any rime m the Summer with us : which 
purely is not to Be marvelled at, seeing the count rev ttandeth in so watery 
a climate ; for once a day without fills they have a shower of mine ; which 
by meana of the countrey it selfe, which is drie t and more ferve nr hot then 
uunt, ducth make all things flmirfeh therein. And because there is not 
Elie thing wc all seeks for, being rather desirous of present gained I doe 
therefore affirme the attempt thereof to be more rcqiusit fora prince, who 
i* ol power able to go thoruw with the sune, rather then far any subject, 
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From, thence; wee departed the 2§ of July, upon nur voyage homewards 
ihf re ail thing? as might be most convenient for our purpose : and 
fooke leave of the Frenchmen that there still remained, who with diligence 
determined ro make as great speede after, as They could* 1 hus by tneanes 
of contrary windt* often times, wee prolonged our voyage in such manner 
that victuals scanted with us, so that we were diver? times (or rather the 
most part) in dtapaire of ever comming home, had nor God of his gaodn^&e 
better provided for u% then our deserving. In which stare of great miscrle, 
wee were provoked to call upon him by fervent prayer, which mnoved him 
lo hvatv u^ so that w r had a prosperous winde, which did set us so far re 
uho^ as to be upon the hatike of Newfound land, on Saint Bartholomews 
eve, and we sounded thcrupnn, finding ground at an hundred and thirty 
tod urns, being that day somewhat becalmed, and tookr a great number ot 
fre-ds cuddcdLh, which greatly relieved us : and being very glad thereof, 
the nest day we departed, and had tingring little gales for The spice of lourc 
or five chyes, at the endc of which wesawc a couple of French shipper and 
bid of them so mud) ii>h as would serve us plentifully for all the rest ot the 
wav, the CsptLiine paving for the same both guide and diver, to the just 
value thereof, unto the chiefc ownm of the Slide shipp^ hut they not 
looking for any thing at nil, were glad in themselves 10 incctc with such 
good intertai element at sea, as they had at our liaEuto* After which depart me 
from them, with a good large win dr the twentieth cd September we came 
to Padstmv in Cornewall, God be thanked, in safeti** with the lose of 
twcntlc persons in ail the voyage, and with great profit to the venturers of 
the said voyage, as also to the whole tea!me, in bringing home both goide f 
lilvcfj pearls and other jewels gftrAt His itiune therefore be praised 

for eve rmore* A men. 

The names ofccrrainc Gentlemen that were in thii voyage* 

M. John Hawkins. 

M . John C h «rer, {sir Willtom Chrsrere sot)ne* 

M Anthony Parkhurnt* 

M. Flmvillfain. 

M Thomas Woorley* 

M Edward Lade, (wMi divert other? 

The Register and true accounts of all herein expressed hath 
1 beene approved by me John Sparke the younger, who went 
i upon the same voyage* and wrote the same. 
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The Third Troublesome Voyage 

made with the Jesus of Lubeck* the Minion, and foure 
other ships* to the parts of Guinea, and the West 
Indies, in the y ceres r 567 and 1568 by 

M. JOHN HAWKINS, 

HE &h 1 departed from Flimmouth, the second day of October, 
Anno 1567 and had reasonable weather until! the seventh day, 
at which lime fomc leagues North from Cape Fil*i$ter, there 
arose an extreme storm*! which continued fouic tkyt% in such 
tori* that the fleete was dispersed, and ail our groat boats 
loit, and the Jesus our chiefe shippe, in such t:^e, as not 
thought able to irer^c the voyage: whereupon in the suite storme 
we Set our course homeward, determining to give over the voyage: but 
the eleventh day of the same muucth, the wind* changed with fairc 
weather, whereby we were animated to folio wc our enterprise, and so 
dldj directing our course with rhe Hands of the Canaries, where according 
to an order before prescribed, all our shippes before dispersed* at one 
of those I]mnds, called Gomena, where we rookc water, and departed from 
thence the fourth day of November, towards the coast of Guinea, and 
arrived at Cape Verde, the eighteenth of November: where we landed 
150 men, hoping to abtaine some Negros, where we got but ft: we, and 
thnsc with great rjurt and damage to out men, which chiefly proceeded of 
their envenomed arrmvra : and alt]lough an the beginning they seemed to 
be but small hurts, yet there hardly escaped any that had blond dnvwen ot 
them, but died in strange sort, with thdr mouther shut some icnnc dayes 
before they died, and after their wounds were whole % where I my safe 
had one of the greatest woundcs, yet than tees be to Cod, escaped. Irmm 
thence we past the time upon the coast of Guinea, searching with all diligence 
the rivers From Rio Grande, unto Sierra Leona, till llie twelfth of Januane* 
in which time w c had not gotten together a hundreth mid tifric Negros: 
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fd notwithstanding the sickness* of our men, and the late time of the yttft 
Commanded us away: nnd thus hiring nothing wherewith to seete the 
CosK t of die West I nitias, I was with the rest of our company in consultation 
tu goe to the coast of the Mini* hoping them to have obtained some guide 
fur our wares, and rhercbv to have defied our chaise Rut even in that 
present instant, there came to us a Negro, sent from a king, oppressed by 
other Kings his neighbours, desiring out aide, with promise that as many 
Negrre as by these wartes might be obtained, aswcll of his parr as of our?, 
should be at our pleasure : whereupon we concluded tn give aide, and sent 
120 of our men, which the 15 of Januarie, assaulted a towns; of die Negro* 
of our Allies adversaries, which had in it 8000 Inhabitant being very 
strongly impaled and fenced after thdr manner, bm It was 50 wdl defended, 
that our men prevailed no* but lost sixe men and ferric hurt : so that our 
men sent forthwith to me tor more hclpc : whereupon considering that the 
good succc&e of this enterprise might highly further the commoditie of our 
voyage, I went my sclfe, and with the hclpc oi the king of our side, assaulted 
the towni* both by land and sea, and very hardly with fire (their houses 
being covered with dry Palme leaves] obtained the towne, pucthc Inhabitants 
to flight, where we tookc 25® persons, men, women, & children, and by our 
friend the king of our side, there were taken 0 OO prisoners* whereof see 
hoped to have had our chat*? 1 but the Negro (in which nation 11 seldom? 
nr never found truth) meant nothing Irsse ; for that night he remooved his 
ounpt and prisoners, so that we were frinc to content us wiih those lew 

which wc had gotten our ecIvcs. . _ _ _ - * 

Now had we obtained between feu re and five hundred Negros* whefwith 
we thought it somewhat reasonable to seeke tlic coast of the H ast Indies, 
and there, for our Nqr™, and other our merchandise, we hoped to obtains, 
whereof 10 countervails our charges with some Jpri^eSj wherunto wc prt*j 
ceedtsj with ail diligence, furnished our watering, Cooke ruell, and departed 
the coast of Guinea the third of Fcbruirie, continuing at the sea with a 

B e more liard, then before hath bene accustomed till the ay day of 
* which day we had sight of an Hand, called Dominica, upon the 
coast of the West ! ndics, in fourteen® degrees : from thence we coasted 
from place to place, making our tiaJBfc with the Spaniards » we ™igh* 
KMMWlut hardly, because the king had straight) y commanded all bn 
Governors in those parts,, by no mcancs to suiter anv trade to be made with 
us : notwithstanding wc had reasonable trade, and courteous cmcrtaine* 
man* from the lie ot Margarita unto Caragcm, without any thing greatly 
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worth the noting, saving at Capo de la Vela, in a towne called Rio de la 
Hacha (from whence come all the pearles) the treasurer who had the charge 
there, would by no meanes agree to any trade, or suffer us to take water, 
he had fortified his towne with divers bulwarkes in all places where it might 
be entered, and furnished himselfe with an hundred Hargabuziers, so that 
he thought by famine to have in forced us to have put a land our Negros : 
of which purpose he had not greatly failed, unlesse we had by force entred 
the towne : which (after we could by no meanes obtaine his favour) we 
were enforced to doe, and so with two hundred men brake in upon their 
bulwarkes, and entred the towne with the losse onely of two men of our 
partes, and no hurt done to the Spaniards because after their voley of shot 
discharged, they all fled. 

Thus having the town with some circumstance, as partly by the Spaniards 
desire of Negros, and partly by friendship of the Treasurer, we obtained a 
secret trade : whereupon tne Spaniards resorted to us by night, and bought 
of us to the number of 200 Negros : in all other places where we traded 
the Spaniards inhabitants were glad of us and traded willingly. 

At Cartagena the last towne we thought to have seene on the coast, we 
could by no meanes obtaine to deale with any Spaniard, the governour was 
so straight, and because our trade was so neere finished we thought not good 
either to adventure any landing, or to detract further time, but in peace 
departed from thence the 24 of July, hoping to have escaped the time of 
their stormes which then soone after began to reigne, the which they call 
Furicanos, but passing by the West end of Cuba, towards the coast of 
Florida there happened to us the 12 day of August an extreme storme 
which continued by the space of foure dayes, which so beat the Jesus, that 
we cut downe all her higher buildings, her rudder also was sore shaken, and 
withall was in so extreme a leake that we were rather upon the point to 
leave her then to keepe her any longer, yet hoping to bring all to good passe, 
we sought the coast of Floriaa, where we found no place nor Haven for 
our ships, because of the shalownesse of the coast : thus being in greater 
dispaire, and taken with a newe storme which continued other 3 dayes, we 
were inforced to take for our succour the Port which serveth the citie of 
Mexico called Saint John de Ullua, which standeth in 19 degrees : in 
seeking of which Port we tooke in our way 3 ships which carried passengers 
to the number of an hundred, which passengers we hoped should be a meane 
to us the better to obtaine victuals for our money, & a quiet place for the 
repairing of our fleete. Shortly after this the 16 of September we entered 
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the Port of Saint John dc Uilua and In our cut He the SpaniarJes diinking 
u> to be the fleet? ofSpaine, the chief? officers of the Countrey came aboord 
uv, wlneli being deceived of their expectation were greatly dismayed : but 
i mi ned Eat Ey when they sawc our demand was nothing but victuals, were 
recomforted. I found aJso in the same Port twelve ships which had in 
diem by report two hundred thousand pound in gold & silver, ail which 
f being rn my possession, with the kings [land as also the passengers before 
in my way thitherward stayed) I set at (i hemic, with our the rating from 
them the weight of a groat : oncly betiuse I would not be delayed of my 
dispatch, I stayed two men of estimation and sent point immediatiy to 
Mexico, which was two hundred miles from u% to the F residents and 
Councdl there, shewing them of our am vail there by the force of weather, 
mid the necessirie of rhe rcpaire of our shEppts and victuals, which wantes 
we required as friends to king Philip to be furnished of for our money : and 
that the Presidents and Courted! there should with all convenient speede 
take order, that at the arrival! of the Spanish fleete, which was dayly looked 
for, there might no cause of quarrel! me betweene us and them, bur for the 
better maintenance of J mi tie, their commandemem might be had in that 
behalfe. This message being sent away the sixteenth day of September at 
night, being the very day of our arrival!, in the next morning which was 
the seventeenth day of the same moneth, we sawc open of the Haven 
thirteene great shippes, and understanding them to bee the flecte of Spaing 
1 sent immediatiy to advertise the Generali of the fleet* of my being there, 
doing him to understand, that before I would suffer them ro enter the Port* 
there should sonic order of conditions paw berweene us for our safe being 
there, and maintenance of peace. Now it is to Be understood that this Fort 
is made bv a little Hand of stones not three foot* above the water in the 
highest plicc, and but a bow-shoot of length any way, this Hand smndeth 
from the maitie land two bow shoutes or more, also at h to he underwood 
that there b not hi alt tliis coast any other place for ships tp arrive in safety, 
because the North winde hath there such violence, that union die ibjppes 
be very Softly mored with their ankers fastened upon this Hand, there is no 
reroedie fur du=c North windcs but deadi s also the place of the Haven was 
so little, that of ncecssitic die shipper must ride one aboord the other, so 
that we could not give place to them, nor they in us : and here I brganne 
to be walk that which after followed, for now, said I, T am in two dingers, 
and forced to receive the one of them. That wa.% either l must have kepr 
out rite ilccte from entring the port, the which with Gods hdpe T was very 
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well able to do^ or else suffer them to enter In with their accustomed treason, 
which they never fade to execute, where they may have oppormniric, to 
compel ft by any mcanes : if I had kept them out* then had there fane 
present sliipivrackc uf all the fleete which amounted in value tosfae Millions, 
which was in value of our money iBqqqgq. 1L which 1 Considered I ws§ 
not able to answers^ fearing the Queenes Majesties indignation tn so 
waighrie a matter. Tima with my belle revolting the doubts, I thought 
rather fairer in abide die Jute of the uncertainty, then the certain tic, 1 he 
uncertainc doubt I account was their treason which by good pel tele I hoped 
might fa prevented, and therefore u* eh using the least rmsehiefc I proceeded 
to conditions, Now was out first messenger come and returned from the 
ikete with report of the arrival! of a Viceroy, so that hec had authorise, 
both in alt this Province of Mexico (otherwise called Nuevn EapoimaJ and 
in the sea, who sent us word that we should send our conditions, which of 
his part should (for the better maintenance of amide between* the Prinaa) 
fa both favourably granted, and faithfully performed, with many fairc 
wonfes how passing the coast of the Indies he had understood of our honest 
behaviour to wades the inhabitants where we had to doc, as well elsewhere 
ub in the same Port, the which I let passe ! thus following our demand, we 
required victuals for our money, and licence to sell as much ware as might 
furnish our wants, and that there might be oi either part twelve gentlemen 
as hostages for the maintenance of peace : and that the Hand for our better 
safciic might fa in our ownc possession, during our abode there, anti such 
ordinance as was plan red in the same Hand which were eleven pccccs of 
brasse : and chat no Spaniard might land in the Hand with any kind of 
weapon : these conditions at the Erst he somewhat mis]iked, chiefly the 
guard of the Hand to be in our own* keeping* which if they had had, we 
had soone knowen our fare : for with the first North wind* they had cut 
our table* and our ships had gone ashore : but in the ende he concluded to 
our request, bringing the twelve hostages to ten, which with all speodc of 
either part were received, with a writing from the Viceroy signed with his 
hande and scaled wirb his scale of all the conditions concluded, & forthwith 
a trumpet blmvcn wlih commandemenr that none of ciliter port should be 
meam? to violate the peace upon palms of death : and further it was con¬ 
cluded that the two Generals of the deetes should meetc, and give faith ech 
to other for the performance of the premisses which was so done. '1 bus 
at the end of 3 day e$ all was conclude*] & the fleete entered the Fort, Saluting 
one another as the manct of the- sea doth requires Thus as I said before, 
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thursday we entred the Port, Friday we saw the fleetc, and on munday at 
night they entered the Port : then we laboured 2. daies placing the English 
ships by themselves & the Spanish ships by themselves^ the captaines of ech 
part & inferiour men of their parts promising great amity of al sides : which 
even as with all fidelitie it was ment on our part, so the Spaniards ment 
nothing lesse on their parts, but from the maine land had furnished them¬ 
selves with a supply of men to the number of 1000, and ment the next 
thursday being the 23 of September at dinner time to set upon us on all 
sides. The same Thursday in the morning the treason being at hand, some 
appearance shewed, as shifting of 
weapon from ship to ship, plant¬ 
ing and bending of ordinance 
from the ships to the Hand where 
our men warded, passing too and 
fro of companies of men more 
then required for their necessary 
busincs, & many other ill likeli¬ 
hoods, which caused us to have a 
vehement suspition, and there- 
withall sent to the Viceroy to 
enquire what was ment by it, 
which sent immediatly straight 
commandement to unplant all 
things suspicious, and also sent 
word that he in the faith of a 

Viceroy would be our defence . , ,. , _ M 

from all villanies. Yet we being not satisfied with this answere, because 
we suspected a great number of men to be hid in a great ship of 900 
tunnes, which was mored next unto the Minion, sent againe to te 
Viceroy the master of the Jesus which had the Spanish tongue, and 
required to be satisfied if any such thing were or not. The Viceroy 
now seeing that the treason must be discovered, foorthwith stayed our 
master, blew the Trumpet, and of all sides set upon us : our men which 
warded a shore being stricken with sudden feare, gave place, Hed, and sought 
to recover succour of the ships ; the Spaniard® being before prodded for 
the purpose landed in all places in multitude from their ships which they 
might Lily doe without boates, and slewc all our men a shore without 
mercie, a fewe of them escaped aboord the Jesus. The great ship wh 
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had by die estimation three hundred men placed in her secretly, immediatly 
fell ahog5 J the Minion, but by Gods appointment, in the time of the 
Suspicion we had, which waj onciy one liaife ] inure, the Minion was made 
readte to avoidc, and so leesing her bed fasts, and folding away by the STrme* 
fastes she was gotten out: thus with Gods hdpe *he defended the violence 
of the first brunt of these three hundred men* The Minton being past 
out, they came abnnrd ihe Jesus* which also with very much a doe and the 
Im-yc of manie of nur mm were defended and kept out, '1 hen there were 
also two other ships that as&mtied the Jesus .it the snnr instant, so that she 
had hard getting loose, hut yet with some time we had Cut our head-fastes 
and gotten out by the stmt^fosws. Nowe when the Jesus and the Minion 
were gotten about rwo SLhrppes length from the Spanish fltxtc^ die fight 
begartne so hotre on alt sides that within one 3 inure rise Admiral! of Ihc 
Spaniards was supposed to he simkc, their ViccadmEnll burned and one other 
of their principal ships supposed to be sun be, so that the diippcs were little 
able to annoy u$ 

Then it is to be understood, that all the Ordinance upon the Itande was 
in the Spmbrdcs hando, which did u* so great announce, that it cut .ill 
the pastes and yardut of the Jesus, in such sort that there was no hope to 
c.irrie her away : alno it utmkc our small shipper were upon we determined 
to place the Jesus on that side of the Minion, that she might abide all the 
Kuterie from the land, and so be a defence for the Minion till night, and 
then to take such rcliefc of victual! and other necessaries from the Jesus, 
as the time would suffer us, and to leave her. As we were thus dcitermining, 
and had placed the Minion from the slmt of the [and, suddenly the SronianS 
had fired two great shippes which were comtnsng directly with us, and having 
no mcanes to avoidc the fire, it bredde among our men a marvellous fcarc, 
so that somesayd, let us depart with the Minion, other said, let u$ see 
whi ther the winde will came the fire from us. But to be short* the Minions 
men which bad always thd r sayles in a readEne&c, thought to make sure 
wojrk^ and so without either consent of die Captainc or Master cut their 
saile, so tliat very hardly 1 was received Into the Minion. 

1 he mrwir part ol the men that were left alive in the Jrsus, made shift and 
followed the Minion in :i small hoat^ the rest which the little boare was not 
able to receive, Were in forced to abide the merefe of the Spaniards (which 
I doubr was very littfej so with the Minion only and the Judith (a smnll 
barkc of 50 tunnej we escaped, which bnrke the Mme night forsook m in 
our great mberie * wc were now remooved with the Minion from thr 
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Spanish ships two bow-shootes, and there rode all that night : the next 
morning we recovered an Hand a mile from the Spaniardes, where there 
tooke us a North winde, and being left onely with two ankers and two 
cables (for in this conflict we lost three cables and two ankers) we thought 
alwayes upon death which ever was present, but God preserved us to a 
longer time. 

The weather waxed reasonable, and the Saturday we set saile, and having 
a great number of men and little victuals our hope of life waxed lesse and 
lesse : some desired to yeeld to the Spaniards, some rather desired to obtaine 
a place where they might give themselves to the Infidels, and some had 
rather abide with a little pittance the mercie of God at Sea : so thus with 
many so rowful hearts we wand red in an unknowen Sea by the space of 
14 dayes, till hunger inforced us to seek the land, for hides were thought 
very good meat, rats, cats, mice and dogs, none escaped that might be gotten, 
parrats and monkeyes that were had in great price, were thought there very 
profitable if they served the turne one dinner : thus in the end the 8 day 
of October we came to the land in the botome of the same bay of Mexico 
in 23 degrees and a halfe, where we hoped to have found inhabitants of the 
Spaniards, reliefe of victuals, and place for the repaire of our ship, which 
was so sore beaten with shot from our enemies and brused with shooting 
off our owne ordinance, that our wearie and weake armes were scarce able 
to defende and keepe out water. But all things happened to the contrary, 
for we found neither people, victuall, nor haven of reliefe, but a place where 
having fairc weather with some perill we might land a boat : our people 
being forced with hunger desired to be set on land, whereunto I consented. 

And such as were willing to land I put them apart, and such as were 
desirous to goe homewardes, I put apart, so that they were indifferently 
parted a hundred of one side and a hundred of the other side : these hundred 
men we set a land with all diligence in this little place beforesaid, which 
being landed, we determined there to take in fresh water, and so with our 
little remaine of victuals to take the sea. 

The next day having a land with me fiftic of our hundreth men that 
remained for the speedier preparing of our water aboord, there arose an 
extreame storme, so that in three dayes we could by no meanes repaire 
aboord our ship : the ship also was in such perill that every houre we looked 
for shipwracke. 

But yet God againe had mercie on us, and sent faire weather, we had 
aboord our water, and departed the sixteenth day of October, after which 
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day we hud fairs and prosperous wither dll the sixteenth iky &f November, 
which dsiy God be pmped we were elec re from the coast of the Indies, and 
out of the chin ell and gul fc of Bahama, which k her weenu the Cape of 
Florida, aetd the ibndes of Lucayn, After this growing n«re to the edde 
countrey, our men being oppressed with famine, died Conrimi.il t}\ and they 
that were left, grew into such weakencsse that we were sea Fitly able to 
manage our shippe, and the winds being always ill for us to recover England, 
we determined to goe with Galicia in Spine, with intent tb. re to relieve 
mir cornpimie and other extreme wants. And being arrived fhe last dav 
of December tn a place iiccre unto Vigo called Ponte Vedra, our men with 
I'xcesse of fresh mratc grew into miserable diseases* and died a great part 
of them. This matter was home oui as long as it might be, but in the end 
although there were none of our men suffered to goe a Land, yet by access? 
qf the Spnia nets, our feeblcntssc was knowen to them. Whereupon they 
ceased nor to icdtc by all meaner to betray us, but with all speeds: posable 
we deponed to Vigo, where we bad some help? of Ceminc English ship* 
3iiid twelve fresh men* wherewith ’we repaired our w^im -is w migjit, and 
departing the 30 day of januaiy 156S arrived in Mounts bay in Comuwall 
the 25 of the same Encneth, praised he God therefore. 

If all the miseries and troulriesomr affaires of this sorawfuli vovage should 
be perfectly and throughly written, there should needc a pincfuEl man with 
hLs pen, and as great a time lie had that wrote the- lives and deariles ot 
the Manym jonx FUwia^s. 
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A Discourse written 

BY ONE MILES PHILIPS ENGLISHMAN, 

One of the company put on shoarc Northward ot 
Panuco, in the West Indies by M_ John Hawkins 
[568. cunteining many special things ot that 
countrey and of the Spanish government, but 
Specially of their cruelties used to our 
Englishmen, and amongst the rest 
to him selie for the space of T5. or 
16, ycrcs together, until by good 
and happy mcanes he was de- 
livercd from their bloody 
. hands, and returned into 
his owne Conn trey. 

An. 

15 s *- 


Chap t 

Wherein it theu/rd the day and time of cur departure from the toast if England, 
luith tht number and names of the ships, their Qaptames end Matters, end ef 
our trefyue end dealing it pin the eeait cf Africa. 

PON munday the fecund of October 156", the weather 
being reasonable fair*, our Generali M. John Hawkins, 
having commanded aJI his Captaincs and Masters to be m 
a readiness* rn mike sail* with him, he* himself* batig 
imbarked in the Jesus, whereof was appointed for Master 
Robert UjrrcT, hniaed ^ilf, and departed from Plimmout! 
upon his intended voyage for the parts of Africa, and America, [sr-iaig 
accompanied with five other site of ships, as namely the Mynion, 
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wherein went for Captain* M John Hampton, and Jnihn Garret, Mister. 
The Wilikm and Jofui, wherein was Ciptainc Thomas Bnlmn and 
Tamo Ran nee Master. The Judith, i n whom was Capras ne M. 
Ffamcia Drake afterward knight, and the Angela whose Master, as also 
the Captalnc and Master of the Swallow I now remember not. And so 
say I Eng in company tngerher upon our voyage until) the tenth of the s.uncr 
moneih, an ejtrreerne storme then tooke ua ncerc unto Cape Firustcf, which 
dured for the space of fours dayes, and so separated our ships, that wee 
had lost one another, and our Generali finding the Jesus to bee hut in ill 
o-ic, was in minde to give over the voyage, and to i etui'll* home. How- 
belt the eleventh of rhe same moneth die Seas waxing dime, and the 
winde camming fell* bee altered hi* purpose, and held on tile former 
emended voyage : And so comm trig to the yland of Gomcn being one of 
the viands of the Canaries where according to an order before appointed, 
we met with all our shins which were before dispersed, wee then tooke in 
fresh water and departed from thence the fourth of November, and holding 
on our cour&e, upon the dglitenth day of the same moneth w^e came to an 
oncker upon die coast of Africa, at tape Verde in twelve fadomc warcr 5 
and here our Generali landed ccrtainc of our men, to the number of i bo¬ 
or thereabout, seeking to take some Negros. Anil they going up Into the 
Countrey for the space of sixe miles, were cncountrcd willi a gloat number 
of the Negros : who with rheir in vennmed rnrowts did hurt a great number 
of our men, so that they were inforced to retire to the ships. In winch con¬ 
flict they recovered but a fewc Negros, and of these our mm which were 
hurt with their envenomed anu wes, there died to the number of seven or 
eight in very strange master, with their mouths shut, so that wee were 
forced to put sticks and other things into their mouths to keep* them open, 
and so afterward passing the rime upon die coast of Guinea, until! the 
twelfth of January, wee ohteined by that time the number of f 5 $+ Negros. 
And bdnE£ ready to depart from the Sea -ermt, there was a Negro Sent as an 
Amhaasadour to mir Generali, from a King of the Negros, which was 
oppressed with other Kings his bordering neighbours, dcsinnn our Generali 
to gnutnt him succour and ayde against these hi$ enemies, which our Gentle 11 
granted unto, and went himaclie in person a knde* with the number of two 
hiindretli of out men or thereabouts, and the said King which had requested 
ouxaydty did joyne his force with ours, so dial thereby our Generali assaulted, 
and set fire upon a Townc of the add King his enemies, in which there was 
at the ItaaL the number of eight or ten thousand Negros*, and they perceiving 
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that they were net able to make .ini' resistance sought by flight to save therm 
selves, in which their flight there were taken prisoners to the number of 
uul\t tit nine hursflrciib^ whkll war ought tw h.wc Iiau for hfo s'l^re t 

hnwbdt di« Negro King which requested our syde, falsifying hu word mil 
promise, secretly in rhe night conveyed himselfcaway with M many prisoners 
is he had in his cuswtie : but cur Generali notwithstanding-findmg him- 
wife to have nowc very nee re the number of 500. Negros thought it wyt 
without longer abode to depart with them, and such nlarehandi/.c as nee 
laid from the crost of Africa, towards the West Indies, nml tlu-rduro 
commanded with .ill diligence to take in fresh water and fcwel, and so with 
spied to prepare to depart- Howbcit before we departed from thence, ni 
a stormc that wee had, wee lost one of our ship*, namely the Wtlliam and 
John, of which ship and of her people, we heard no tidings during the lime 
of our voyage. 


Chap. i. 

Wherein « skewed lilt day and tm* °f departure from the toast of hf tea 
•with the day and time of our arrival! m the W tit Iedffr, also of our trade, and 
trafque there, and also of the great trvtltit that the Sfusniards used towards 
us, h the Viee-roy hit dirretion, and apprdtiiment, fatting his faith end 

premiss gfatn 9 xnd j ttiing fa htna intrupp^d us* 


III things being made in a nafim, it our Genemll liia 
appointment, upon the thirdc day of Fdmtme 1568. wee 
depart ed from the coast of Africa, having the weather some¬ 
what tempestuous, which made our pa>s.igc the more niud i 
and saylinc so for the **»« of 5* daves, upon the 9 J. ot 
r.l. LL .h tebfi. WC ante in sight of an yland ailed Dominica, 
upon the coast of America in the West Indies, .muted in 14. degrees 
nf latitude, and of longitude ' from thence our Generali eemted 

f rrtm place- +jTi n-lttf-j*. itl'iLihef trunfl^ with tnC 1 > 
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.lace to place, ever making traflquewith the Speeds ind I 
as hee might, which was somewhat hardly obtai nt-d, or ,a 4 * ‘ r 

had srraiphtly charged all his goyentoura in those prts no - 

with any": yet notwithstanding, during the moneths ot April and Maj , 
our Generali had reasonable trade and trailer, and courteous enterntne- 
nicnt in sundry places, as at Margarita, Cora^o, and else where, til we 
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Came to Cape de ta vela* and Rin cfc Hacha, fa piare from whence all the 
pearls doc come :) die gavemour there would not by any mearrcs permit 
us to have any trade or crafiquc t nor yet suffer us to take in fresh water : 
bv mfenes wncreof our General) for the avovding uf famine and thirst 
about the beginning of June, was enforced to land two hundred) of our 
men, and so by nraine force and strength to obtainc that which by no 
htire rnranca hoc could procure : And So recovering the Towjtc with 
die fosse of two of our men, there was a secret and peaceable trade 
admitted, and the Spaniards came in by night, and bought of our Negroes 
to the num!wr of ^op s and upwards, and of our other march andizc aJso P 
From rhffyre wr defined for Garth age nn, where the Govern our was so 
straight,. that wee could not okeine any trafique there, and so for that our 
trade was neerc finished, our Generali thought it best tu depart from thence 
the rather for the avoiding of ccrtuinc dangerous stormes called the iluri- 
canes, which accustomed to begin there about that time of the ye re, & so 
the 24+ of July 156#. we departed from thence directing our course North : 
and leaving the viand nf Cubt upon our right hand, to the Eastward of us, 
and so sayfing toward Florida upon the 1 2, of August an exrrecme tempest 
arose, which dured fiir the space of S davos, in which our ships were most 
dangerously tossed and beaten hither, & thither, so that we were in con¬ 
tinual E fcarc ro he drowned hy reason of the shallow ncs of the coast, and in 
the end we were constrained to Flee for succour to the port of 5 . John de 
Ullua, or Vera Crua* situated to If), degrees of latitude, and in 279, degrees 
nf longitude which h the port tJi 01 serveth for the Citie of Mexico : in cur 
seeking to recover lists port our General met b y the way three small ships 
that taried passengers, which hec tooke with him, and so the stxlenth of 
September 156#. wet entered die slide port nf S< John de Ullua. The 
Spaniards there supposing us to have bene the K ing of Spines Flectc, the 
chicfe officers of the Countrcy thereabouts came presently aboard our 
Generali, where perceiving themselves to have made an unwise adventure, 
they were in great feare to have bene taken and staved 1 howbeit our 
GtneraD did use them all very courteously. In the said port there were 
twelve -hips which by report had lit them in treasure to the Value of two 
hundreth thousand pound all which being in our Genera EL his power and at 
Ids devotion, lie did freely set at Libcrtie, as also the passengere which he had 
before stayed, not taking from any of them alt the value of one groat : ondy 
lice stayed two men of credit? and accompt* the one named Don Laurcnzo 
de Alva, and the other Don Pedro de Rivera, and presently our Generali 
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sent to the Viceroy to Mexico which was threescore leagues off, certifying 
him of our arrivall there by force of weather, desiring that forasmuch as 
our Queene his Soveraigne, was the king of Spaine his loving sister and 
friend, that therefore hee would, considering our necessities and wants, 
furnish us with victuals for our Navie, and quietly suffer us to repaire and 
amend our ships. And furthermore that at the arrival of the Spanish Fleet 
which was there dayly ex¬ 
pected and looked for, to the 
ende that there might no 
quarell arise betwcene them, 
and our Generali and his 
company for the breach of 
amitie, ne humbly requested 
of his excellence, that there 
might in this behalfe some 
special order be taken. This 
message was sent away the 
16. of September 1568 it 
being the very day of our 
arrivall there. 

The next morning being 
the sevententh of the same 
moneth, wee descried 13. 
saile of great shippes : and 
after that our Generali 
understood, that it was the 
king of Spaines Fleete then 
looked for, he presently sent 
to advertise the Generali 
hereof, of our being in the said 
port, and giving him further . . , , • 

to understand, that before he should enter there into that harbour, it was 
requisite that there should passe betweene the two Generals some or crs an 
conditions to bee observed on either part, for the better contnving o peace 
betweene them and theirs, according to our Generals request ma e un o 
the Viceroy. And at this instant our Generali was in a great perp exi 
of minde, considering with himselfe that if hee should keepe out that Fleete 
from entring into the port, a thing which hee was very well able to doe with 
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the helpe of God* then should that Fleet? he in danger of present ahipwraoke 
and bsse of ail their sub™ nee, which MnourarcJ unro the value of one 
million and eight bundneth thousand pounds, Again? he saw that if he 
suffered them to enter, hce was insured that they would practise by all mamr 
of rnacid to betray him and his, and on the other side the haven wa$ so 
little, that the other Fleet? entrant the shipped were to ride one hutd abourd 
of another. Aim hue uiw that if their Fleet? should perish by his keeping 
of them out, as of neeessitic they must if he should have done sr^ then stood 
bee in great fore of rhe Queens nur Snvcraij^nrs displeasure in so waighric 
a cause : therefore did he choose rhe least evrLh which was ro suffer ibcm to 
enter under assuranee, and so to rand upon hi$ guard, and to defend htmselfft 
and his from their treasons which we were well assured they would practise 
and so the messenger being returned from Don Martin dc He&riqucs* the 
new? Viceroy, who came in the same Fleete, and had sufficient authentic 
to command in all casts both by Sea and by landc m this province of Mexico 
or new Spain c, did Ccrtifie nur Generali, thar for the better maintenance 
of ami tic between e the king of Spairae and nur Soveraigtic, all our rousts 
should bee both favourably granted, and faithfully perfourmed : signifying 
further that lie heard and understood of the honest and friendly dealing or 
am Generali, toward the king of Spoines subjects in all places where he had 
ben^ as also in the said port : so that So bee briefcour requests were articled, 
and set downe in writing. Viz. 

1 The first was that wee might have victuals for our money, and license 
to sell as much wares* as might suffice to furnish our wants* 

2 The second, that we might be suffered peaceably to repairc our ships. 

J The think that the yland might bee in our possession during the time 

of uur abode there, In which yland our Gene rail for the better safetie of 
him and his, had alreadie planted and placed certain? Ordinance which were 
deven pieces of brassy therefore he required that the same might so con¬ 
tinue, and that no Spaniard should come to lande in the Eaide yland,. having 
or wearing nine kinde of weapon about him. 

4 1 he fourth and the last, that for the better and more sure performance 
and maintenance of peace, and of all the conditions, there might twelve 
gentlemen of credire bee delivered of cither part a$ hostages, 

1 hese conditions were concluded and agreed upon in writing by the 
Viceroy and signed with his hand, and scaled with his scale* and to, hostages 
upon either part were received. And further it wa s concluded thus the two 
Generali should meet, and give faith, ech to other for the performance nf 
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the premisses. A 1 which being done, the same was proclaimed by the sound 
of a trumpet, & commandement was given that none of either part should 
violate or breake the peace upon paine of death : thus at the ende of three 
dayes all was concluded, and the Fleete entrcd the port, the ships saluting 
one another as the maner of the Sea doth require : the morrow after being 
friday we laboured on all sides in placing the English ships by themselves, 
& the Spanish ships by themselves, the Captaines and inferioiir persons of 
either part, offering, and shewing great courtesie one to another, and 
promising great amitie upon all sides. Howbeit as the sequel shewed, the 
Spaniards meant nothing lesse upon their parts. For the Viceroy and 
governour thereabout had secretly at land assembled to the number of 1000. 
chosen men, and wel appointed, meaning the next thursday being the 24. 
of September at dinner time to assault us, and set upon us on all sides. 
But before I go any further, I thinke it not amisse briefly to describe the 
maner of the yland as it then was, and the force and strength, that it is now 
of. For the Spaniards since the time of our Generals being there, for the 
better fortifying of the same place, have upon the same yland built a faire 
Castle, and bulwarke very well fortified : this port was then at our being 
there, a little yland of stones, not past three foote above water in the highest 
place, and not past a bow-shotte over any way at the most, and it standeth 
from the maine land, two bowshootes or more : and there is not in all this 
coast any other place for ships safely to arive at : also the North windes in 
this coast are of great violence and force, and unlesse the shippes bee safely 
mored in, with their anckers fastened in this yland, there is no remedie, but 
present destruction and shipwracke. All this our generall wisely foreseeing, 
did provide that he would have the said yland in his custody, or els the 
Spaniards might at their pleasure, have but cut our cables, and so with the 
first Northwinde that blewe we had had our passport, for our ships had gone 
a shoore. But to returne to the matter. 

The time approching that their treason must be put in practise, the same 
Thursday morning, some appearance thereof began to shewe it selfe, as 
shifting of weapons from shippe to shippe, and planting, and bending their 
Ordinance against our men that warded upon the lande, with great repaire 
of people : which apparant shewes of breach of the Viceroys faith caused 
our Generali to sende one to the Viceroy, to enquire of him what was 
meant thereby, which presently sent and gave order, that the Ordinance 
aforesayde, and other things of suspicion should bee remooved, returning 
answere to our Generali in the faith of a Viceroy, that hec would bee our 
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defence, and safetie from all villanous treacherie : this was upon "l hursday 
in the morning. Our Generali not being therewith satisfied, seeing they 
had secretly conveyed a great number of men aboord a great hulke or ship 
of theirs of sixe hundreth tunne, which shippe rode hard by the Mynion, 
hee sent againe to the Viceroy Robert Barret the Master of the Jesus, a 
man that could speake the Spanish tongue very well, and required that those 
men might bee unshipt againe, which were in that great hulke. I ne 
Viceroy then perceiving that their treason was throughly espied, stayed our 
Master, and sounded the Trumpet, and gave order that his people should 
upon all sides charge upon our men, which warded on shoore, and else 
where, which strooke such a mase, and sudden feare among us, that many 
gave place, and sought to recover our shippes for the safetie of themselves. 
The Spaniards which secretly were hid in ambush at lande were quick y 
conveyed over to the yland in their long boates, and so comming to the 
yland, they slewe all our men that they could meete with, without mercy. 
The Minion which had somewhat before prepared her selfe to avoyd the 
danger, haled away and abode the first brunt of the 300 men that were in 
the great hulke : then they sought to fall aboord the Jesus, where was a 
cruell fight, and many of our men slaine : but yet our men defended them¬ 
selves, and kept them out : so the Jesus also got loose, and joyning with 
the Minion, the fight waxed hole upon all sides : but they hav.ng woon 
and got our ordinance on shore, did greatly annoy us. In this fight there 
were two great shippes of the Spaniards sunke, and one burnt, so ua w 
their shippes they were not able to harme us, but from the shore ey 
us cruelly with our owne ordinance, in such sort that the Jesus was y 
sore spoyled : and suddenly the Spaniards having fired two great ships ot 
their owne, they came directly against us, whidi bred among out men a 
marveilous feare. Howbeit the Minion which had ma e er say 
shifted for her selfe, without consent of the Generali, Captaine or Master, 
so that very hardly our Generali could be received into the Mrnion . the 
most of our men that were in the Jesus shifted for th^mse ves, an o 
the Minion in the boat, and those which that small boat was nobble to 
receive, were most cruelly slaine by the Spaniards. O our s ips 
escaped saving the Minion and the Judith : and all such of our men as were 
not in them were inforced to abide the tyrannous cruelty of the Spaniards. 
For it is a certaine trueth, that whereas they had taken certaine of our men 
ashore, they tooke and hung them up by the armes upon high pastes 1 untiU 
the blood burst out of their fingers ends : of which men so used, 
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one Copstow, and certaine others yet alive, who by the mercifull providence 
of the almighty, were long since arrived here at home in England, carying 
still about with them (and shal to their graves) the marks and tokens of 
those inhumane and more then barbarous cruell dealings. 

Chap. 3. 

W herein is shewed, how that after we were escaped from the Spaniards, wee 
were like to perish with famine at the Sea, and how our General/, for the 
avoiding thereof teas constrained to put halfe of his men on land, and what 
miseries wee after that sustained amongst the Savage people, and how againe 
we fell into the hands of the Spaniards 

FTER that the Viceroy, Don Martin Henriques, had thus 
contrary to his faith and promise, most cruelly dealt with 
our Generali master Hawkins, at S. John de Ullua, where 
most of his men were by the Spaniards slaine and drowned, 
and all his ships sunke and burned, saving the Minion, and 
the Judith, which was a small barke of fiftie tunne, wherein 
was then Captaine master Francis Drake aforesayd : the same night the 
said barke lost us, we being in great necessitie, and inforced to remoove 
with the Minion two bow-shoote from the Spanish fleete, where we ankered 
all that night: and the next morning wee weyed anker, and recovered an 
Island a mile from the Spaniards, where a storme tooke us with a North 
winde, in which we were greatly distressed, having but two cables and two 
ankers left : for in the conflict before we had lost three cables and two ankers. 
The morrow after, the storme being ceased and the weather faire, we weied, 
and set sayle, being many men in number, and but small store of victuals 
to suffice us for any long time : by meanes whereof we were in despaire 
and feare that we should perish through famine, so that some were in minde 
to yeelde themselves to the mercy of the Spaniards, other some to the Savages 
or Infidels, and wandring thus certaine daies in these unknowen seas, hunger 
constrained us to eate hides, cats and dogs, mice, rats, parrats and munkics : 
to be short, our hunger was so great, that wee thought it savourie and sweete 
whatsoever wee could get to eate. 

And on the eight of October wee came to land againe, in the bottome 
of the bay of Mexico, where we hoped to have found some inhabitants, 
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that wee might have had some reliefe of victuals, and a place where to 
rcpaire our ship, which was so greatly bruised, that we were scarse able 
with our weary armcs to keepe foorth tne water : being thus oppressed with 
famine on the one side and danger of drowning on the other, not knowing 
where to find reliefe, wee began to be in wonderfull despaire, and we were 
of many mindes, amongst whom there were a great many that did desire 
our Generali to set them on land, making their choise rather to submit 
themselves to the mercie of the Savages or Infidels, then longer to hazard 
themselves at sea, where they very well sawe, that if they should remaine 
together, if they perished not by drowning, yet hunger would inforce them 
in the ende to eate one another : to which request our Generali did very 
willingly agree, considering with himselfe that it was necessary for him to 
lessen his number, both for the safetie of himselfe & the rest : and therupon 
being resolved to set halfe his people ashore that he had then left alive, it 
was a world to see how suddenly mens minds were altered : for they which 
a little before desired to be set on land, were now of another minde, and 
requested rather to stay : by meanes whereof our Generali was inforced 
for the more contentation of all mens minds, and to take away all occasions 
of offence, to take this order : First he made choice of such persons of 
service and account, as were needefull to stay, and that being done, of those 
which were willing to goe he appointed such as he thought might be best 
spared, and presently appointed that by the boat they should bee set on shore 
our Generali promising us that the next yeere he would either come him¬ 
selfe, or else send to fetch us home. Here againe it would have caused any 
stony heart to have relented to heare the pitifull mone that many did make, 
and howe loth they were to depart : the weather was then somewhat 
stormy and tempestuous, and therefore we were to passe with great danger, 
yet notwithstanding there was no remedy, but we that were appointed to 
goe away, must of neccssitie doe so. Howbeit those that went in the first 
boat were safely set on shore, but of them which went in the second boate, 
of which number I my selfe was one, the seas wrought so high, that we 
could not attaine to the shore, and therefore we were constrained through 
the cruell dealing of John Hampton captaine of the Minion, and John 
Sanders boatswaine of the Jesus, and Thomas Pollard his mate, to leape out 
of the boate into the maine sea, having more then a mile to and so 

to shift for our selves, and either to sinke or swimme. And of those that 
so were (as it were) throwen out, and compelled to leape into the sea, there 
were two drowned, which were of captaine Blands men. 
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In the evening of the same day, it being Munday the eight of October, 
1568, when we were all come to shore, we found fresh water, whereof some 
of our men drunke so much, that they had almost cast themselves away, 
for wee could scarse get life of them for the space of two or three houres 
after : other some were so cruelly swollen, what with the drinking in of 



water, and what with the eating of the fruit which wee found on 
land, having a stone in it much like an almond (which fruit is called Capule) 
that they were all in very ill case, so that we were in a maner all of us both 
feeble, faint and weake. 

. /^he next morn i n g being Tewsday, the ninth of October, we thought 
ll° trave H along by the sea coast, to seeke out some place of habitation : 
(whether they were Christians or Savages, we were indifferent, so that we 
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might have wherewithal in sujtaine our hungry bodies] And so departing 
from an hill where we had rested all night, not navingany drie direed about 
(for cluise that were not wet being nor thro wen into the sea, were 
thoiiwfy wet with rating for all the night it mined cruelly i) As we went 
from the hi!, and were come into the phine* we were greatly troubled to 
passe for the gra$$e and weedes that grewe there higher then any man. 
On the left hand we had I he sea, and upon the right hand great woods* so 
that uf ncCeSsitic we nuist needs |ra&e on our way Westward, through tho^s 
marshes i and going thui, suddenly we were assaulted by tlic Indians, a 
warlike kind of people, which arc in a manor ;« Canibal*, although they 
doe not feede upon mans flesh as Canibals doc. 

I bese people arc called Chichimici, and they use to wcarc their liairc 
long, even down to rheir knees, they doc also colour ihcir faces grcenc, 
yellow, red and biew, which maketh them ro seeme very ougly and terrible 
to bcliolde. These people doe keeps warres again** the Spaniards, of whom 
they have bene oftentimes very cruelly handled : for with the Spaniards 
there is no mercy. They perceiving'us at our first camming on land, 
supposed u* to have bene their enemies, the bordering Spaniards, and having 
by their forerunner? descried what number we were*, and how feeble and 
wuakc without armour or weapon, they suddenly accord]n£ to their aecus- 
tamed miner, when they encounter with any people in warlike sorte, 
mhinl a terrible acid huge eric, and so cuine j turning fiercely upon us, 
shooting off their arrowei as thicke aa kdlc, unto whose mercy we were 
constrained to yccld, noi having amongst us any kind qf armour, nor yet 
weapon, saving one olivcr, anti two old rustic swords, whereby to make 
any resistance, or to save our selves : which when they perceived, that wee 
nought not any other then favour and merde at their b.mJes, and that we 
were not their enemies the Spaniards, they had compassion on us, and came 
and Caused us all to sit down : and when they had a while vurveyed, and 
taken & perfect view of us, they came to all such as had any coloured clothes 
amoEipt u^ and those they did strip scarte naked, and tooke their clothe 
a way with them, but those that were apparelled En lihckc they did not 
meddle withal I, and so went their wnyrs* and left us without doing us any 
further hurt, onely in the firSC brunt they killed eight of our men. And 
At our departure, they perceiving in what weakc case we were, pointed us 
with their hands winch way we should go to come to a towne of the 
Spaniards, which as we afterwards perceived, was not past ten leagues from 
thence, using these words : Tampico, TwnpiCtt, Chriitiano, Tampkc 
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Christian-*, which h aa much (we think?) a£ to sav in Engikhj at TamptCe 

S ou shall find the Christiana The wcapociii that they use arc no utEiur but 
owes and arrowy and ihtiir armc is so good, that they very sddume mi^e 
ro htr any thing that they fthoore at* Shortly after they had left us strip! 
(as aforesayd) wc thought it fv*t to decide our selves into two companies, 
and so being Repins ted, halfe of ns went under the leading of one Anthony 
Gotland, who is yet a man alive, and dwell* rh at this instant in the tmunc 
of Pluomouth, whom before we chose to be captains over us all, and those 
which went under his leading, of wbtth number 1 Miles Philips was one, 
travailed Westward that wav which the Indians with their hands had before 
pointed m to go. The other halfe went under the leading of one John 
Hooper, whom they did choose for their captain, Si with the company that 
went with him, David Ingram was one, and they tooke their way and 
travelled Northward, and shortly after, within the space of two da yes, they 
were again? incoumercJ wish the savage people, and rhei r captain? Hooper 
and two more of his company were shine : men again? they divided them* 
selves, and some held on their way still North ward, and other some, knowing 
that we were gone Westward, sought to meet with us againe, aft in truth 
there was about the number of 25 or 26 of them that met with us in the 
space of foure ikyes ag^iine, and then we began tu reckon amongst our selves, 
how many wee were that were set on shore, and we found the number to 
be an hundred and foureteenc, whereof two were drowned in the sea, and 
eight were sLiine at the first ineounter, so that there remained an hundred 
and Fourc, of which 15 went Westward with us, and 52 to the North with 
Hooper and Ingram : and as Ingram since hath often told me, there were 
not past three of their company slaine, and there were bur six? and twenty 
of them that came again? 10 Uft, so that of the company that went North¬ 
ward, there is yet Licking, and not cemhdy beard of, the number of three 
and twenty men, And vcrely [ doe tbinke that there are of them yet alive, 
and married in the said countrty, at Cibola, sis hereafter 1 purpose (God 
willing) to discourse of more particularly, with the reason and causes that 
make mee so to thinke of them that were lacking, which were David Ingram, 
Twide, Browne, and sundry others, whose name wc? couid nut remember- 
And being thus met again? logerhcr, we Travelled on still Wat ward, tonte- 
time thorn w such thick? woods, that we were in forced with cudgeb to 
hreake away the brambles and bushes from tearing our naked bodies : other 
sometimes we should travel I thqrow the plainer in such high grarae that 
wee could scarce see one another, and as we passed in Some places, we should 
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have of our men slaine, and fall downe suddenly, being strooken bv the 
Indians, which stood behinde trees and bushes, in secret places, and so killed 
our men as they went by, for wee went scatteringly in seeking of fruites to 
relieve our selves. We were also oftentimes greatly annoyed with a kind 
of flie, which in the Indian tongue is called Tequani, and the Spaniards 
called them Muskitos. There are also in the sayd countrey a number of 
other kinde of flies, but none so noysome as these Tequanies bee : you 
shall hardly see them they be so small, for they are scarse so big as a gnat ; 
they will sucke ones blood marveilously, and ir you kill them while they are 
sucking, they are so venimous that the place will swell extremely, even as 
one that is stoong with a Waspe or Bee : but if you let them sucke their 
fill, and to goe away of themselves, then they doe you no other hurt, but 
leave bchinae them a red spot somewhat bigger then a flea-biting. At the 
first wee were terribly troubled with these kinde of flies, not knowing their 
qualities, and resistance wee could make none against them, being naked . 
as for cold wee feared not any, the countrey there is alwayes so warme. 
And as we travelled thus for the space of tenne or twelve dayes, our captaine 
did oftentimes cause certaine to goe up into the toppes of high trees, to see 
if they could descrie any towne or place of inhabitants, but they could not 
perceive any, and using often the same order to climbe up into high trees, 
at the length they descried a great river that fell from the Northwest into 
the maine sea, and presently after, we heard an harquebuze shot oft, whic 
did greatly incourage us, for thereby wee knew that we were neere to some 
Christians, and did therefore hope shortly to finde some succour and com ort, 
and within the space of one houre after, as we travelled, we heard a coc e 
crowe, which was also no small joy unto us, and so we came to t e ort 
side of the river of Panuco, where the Spaniards have certaine balines, a 
which place it was that the harquebuze was shot off, which before we hear : 
to which place we went not directly, but missing thereof, we left it: about 
a bow-shot upon our left hand : of this river wee dranke very gree i y, or 
wee had not met with any water in sixe dayes before, and as we were ere 
by the river side resting our selves, and longing to come to the place where 
the cocke did crowe, and where the harquebuze was shot off, we perceive 
many Spaniards upon the other side of the river, riding up an owne on 
horsebacke, and they perceiving us, did suppose that we had beene o tie 
Indians their bordering enemies, the Chi chimed : the river was no pas 
halfe a bowe shoot over : and presently one of the Spaniards too e an 
Indian boate called a Canoa, and so came over, being rowed by two Indians, 
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a.rtd loving taken llic view uf us, did presently rowe over hack* againe to 
ihe Spaniards, who without any delay made out about the number of twenty 
horsemen, and imbarking themed vcb in the CuEioab, they led their hordes 
by the rcincs swimming over after them, and being tome over to that side 
of the river where we were, they aadled their horses, and being mounted 
upon them with their lancet charged, they came very fiercely running at 
us* Qiir captain e Anthony Godard seeing them come in that order, dill 
p^rsw.ide us to submit and yedde our selves unto them, for being naked, 
as we at this time were, and with mi t weapon, we could not make any 
resistance, whose bidding we ubeted, and upon the ycelding of our selves, 
they perceived us tu be Christians, and did call fur mure Canoas, and dried 
us over by foute and fount in a boat, and being conic on the other side, they 
undvfttainduig by our explains Ilow long we had bene without meate, im- 
polled between two and two a loafc of bread made of that eouiltrey wheat, 
which the Spaniards cal! Hair, of the hignesse of our liaifcpcnic loaves, 
which bread is named in rhe Indian tongue Clushacally- This brad was 

S swectc and pleasant unm us, for we had not eaten my in a long time 
re : and what is it that hunger doth not make to have a savory and a 
delicate taste ? And having thus parted the bread amount us, those whidi 
were men they sent afore to the tuwne, having itl*u many Indians inhabitants 
of that place to garde them : they which were png, its boyes, and some 
such also as were feeble, ih ev tooke up upon their 3ionics, bellind them, and 
so otried us to the towne where they dwelt, which was very nccrc distant 
a mile from the place where wc came over. 

This tow lie is wdl situated, and well replenished with all kindcs of fruira> 
as Oranges, Liinona, Pomegranates, Apricots, and Peaches, and sundry 
others and \s inhabited with a great number of tame Indians, or Mexicans, 
and had in it aka at that time about the number of two hundred Spaniards, 
men, women, and children, besides Negros. Of their Salines, which lie 
upon the West side of the river, mure then a mile distant from thence, fhey 
make a great profit, fur it LS an excellent good merchandise there : the 
Indians doe buy much thereof, and ary it up into the countrcy, and there 
sell it to their owitc cmmfrcy people, in doubling the price. Also much 
of the Salt made in this place, is transported from Thence by sea to sundry 
piher places, as to Cuba, 5, John de Ulhia, and the other pons of Tamiago, 
mud '1 atmdiofi, which are two barred havens West and by South above 
threescore leagues, from £- John de Ulhuu When we were all come to the 
towne, the Govemour there shewed hinisclfc very severe unto us, anJ 
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threatned to hang us all : and then he demanded what money wee had, 
which in trueth was very little, for the Indians which we first met withall, 
had in a maner taken all from us, and of that which they left, the Spaniards 
which brought us over, tooke away a good part also : howbeit, from 
Anthony Godard the Governour here had a chaine of gold, which was 
given unto him at Carthagena, by the Governour there, and from others 
he had some small store of money : so that wee accounted that amongst 
us all he had the number of five hundred Pezos, besides the chaine of gold. 

And having thus satisfied himselfe, when he had taken all that we had, 
he caused us to be put into a little house much like a hogstie, where we 
were almost smoothered : and before we were thus shut up into that little 
coat, they gave us some of the countrey wheate, called Mayz, sodden, which 
they feede their hogs withall. But many of our men which had bene hurt 
by the Indians at our first comming on land, whose wounds were very sore 
and grievous, desired to have the helpe of their Surgeons to cure their 
wounds. The governour, and most of them all answered, that wee should 
have none other Surgeon but the hangman, which should sufficiently heale 
us of all our griefes : and thus reviling us, and calling us English dogs, and 
Lutheran heretikes, we remained the space of three dayes in this miserable 
state, not knowing what should become of us, waiting every houre to be 
bereaved of our lives. 

Chap. 4 

W herin is shewed how we were used in Panuco , and in what feare of death 
we were there , and how we were earied to Mexico to the Viceroy , and of our 
imprisonment there and at Tescuco, with the courtesies and cruelties wee 
received during that time , and how in the end wee were by proclamation given 
to serve as slaves to sundry gentlemen Spaniards. 


PON the fourth day after our comming thither, and there 
remaining in a perplexi tie, looking every houre when we should 
suffer death, there came a great number of Indians and 
Spaniards wcaponed to fetch us out of the house, and amongst 
them wee espied one that brought a great many of new halters, 

1 —— at the sight whereof wc were greatly amazed, and made 

««v other account but that we should presently have suffered death, and 
so crying and calling to God for mercie and forgivenesse of our sinnes, we 



no 


77 





"Hakluyt*! Vdjdftf 

prepared uttr selves, making m ready to die : yet in the end, as the sequel 
shewed, tlieir meaning was rot so : for when wee were come out of the 
house, wit] i those halters they bound our anno belli nil us, and so coupling 
us two and two together, they commanded us to march on through the 
tnwne, and so dung the countrcv from place to place toward the citie of 
Mexico, which is mutant from Pamico West and by South the space of 
ninetic leagues, having ondy but two Spaniards to conduct ua, they befog 
accompanied with a great number of Indians warding on either side with 
bowes and arrows, lest we should escape from them. And travelling 
:«i ill is order, upon the second day at night we tunic unto .1 tmvrse 
which the Indians call NoheJe, and ihe Spaniards call it Santa Maria : hi 
which towne there is a house of white friers, which did very courteously 
use us, and gave us bote meat* as mutton and broth, and garments also to 
cover our selves withal, made of white huyes : wc fed very greedily of the 
meat, and of the Indian fruit, called Nodiole, which fruit is long and small, 
much like in fashion to a Jit tie cucumber. Our greedy feeding caused us 
to Ml sickc of hole burning agues. And here at this place one 1 licinas 
Baker one of our men died of a hurt : fur he h&d bene before shot with an 
arrow into the throat at the first Encounter. 

The next morrow about ten nf the docke, we departed from thotce, 
bound 1 wo &c two together, and gardeJ as before, and travailed on our 
way toward Mexico ttU we came to a 10wtie w ithin Forty leagues of Mcxlcc^ 
named Mestitlan, where is a house of black* friers : and In this tnwne 
there are about the number of three hundred Spaniards, both men, women, 
and children. The friers sent us meat from the house ready dressed, and 
the friers, and the men and women used us very courteously, and gave us 
some shirts and other such things as we lacked. Here our men were very 
sicke of their agues, and with eating of another fruit called in the Indian 
tongue, Guiaccas, which fruit did hfndc us so sore, that for the space of icnne 
or twelve dayra we could not case mir selves. The next morning we 
dtp reed from thence with our rwn Spaniards and Indian prdp as aforwayd. 
Of these mo Spaniards the one was an aged man, who all die way did very 
courteously ini mate us, and would carefully go before to provide for m both 
meat and things necessary tu the uttermost of his power: the other was a 
yung man who all the way travelled with us, and never departed from us, 
who was a very cnidl caitivc, and he dried a j&vdine in his hand, and 
somcrimes when aa nur men wish very fccbkncsic and fid fitn ess were not 
able to goe m fast as he required rhem, he would take Ins javelin in both his 
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handed and strike diem with the same bciweene the netkc and the shoulders 
hj videritiy, that he would strike them downe : then would he cry, and 
Kiy, A'Li rv) sad, maxthad Inglcas pen os, Lutcrianos, cncmlgos de Dios : 
which is as much to say In Englisfo bs March, march on you English ctgggcs, 
Lutheran.-, tin emits to God. And the next day wc came to a taw ell* odlcd 
Pachuo, and there arc two places of that name : as this tnwxic of Fadiuea, 
and the mines of Pachuca, which are mines of silver, and arc about ante 
leagues distant from this tnwne of Pachuca towards the Northwest, 

Herr at this rownc the good otde man our Governorr suffered m to stay 
two da yes and two nights, having companion of our siche and wcake men, 
full sore against the mindc of the yoong man hts companion, From thence 
wc fooke our journey, and travelled fours or five dayes by little villages, 
and StuJitiiui, which arc formes or chi ne houses of the Spaniard*, arid ever 
sts wee had neede, the good oldc man would still provide m mifhcrani of 
meates, fmitca, and water to susfomc us. At the end of which five days 
wee came to a towuc within live leagues of Mexico, which h called 
Quoghlickn, where wee also stayed one whole day and two nights, where 
was a Jaire house of gray fricra, howbeEt wee saw none uf them, f iere wee 
were told by the Spaniards in the fownc, that wee had not past hfreene 
English miles from thence to Mexico, whereof we were all very joy full and 
glad, hoping Thai when we came thither, wc should either be relieved, and 
set free out of bonds, or els bee quickly dispatched out of our lives i for 
seeing our selves thus; caned hound from place to place, although same 
used us courteously* yet could wee never joy, nor be memo Till wee 
might perceive our selves ser frw from that bondage, either by death or 
otherwise. 

The next morning wc departed from thence on our journey towards 
Mexico, nind so travelled till wee came within two leagues of it, where there 
to busk by the Spaniards fl very fa a re church, called our Ludycs church* 
in which there is an image of our Lady of silver k gilt, being as high, & as 
large as a tall woman, in which church, and before thia Imre, there are 
aa many lamps of silver as there be tbyeS in the yetre, which upon high 
dara are all lighted. Whensoever any Spaniards pass: by this church, 
although they be on horse backc, they will alight, and come into she church, 
and bnede before the image, and pray to our Lady to defend them from all 
evil j so that whether he be horseman or footman he will not pasac by, 
hnt first goe into the Church, and pray slm nfuresayd, which if they doc not, 
they thErikc and beteeve that they shall never prosper : which image they 
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call irt the Spanish tongue,, Nuesim sermom efe Guadalupe* At this place 
them arc certain toId baths, which adse, springing up as though the water 
did secth ; the water whereof is somewhat brackish in taste, but very good 
for any that have any sore or wound, to wash themselves therewith, far aa 
they say, it healeth many : and every yecre once upon our Lady day the 
people use to repair* thither to offer, and to pray in that Church before the 
uiuigc, and they say tliat our Lady of Guadalupe docch work* a number 
of miradcs- About this Church there is not any town* of Spaniards rhai h 
Inhabited, but ccrtaine Indians doe dwell there in houses of their own 
countrcy building. 

Here we were met with a great number of Spaniards on horseback*, 
which came from Mexico to see us, both gentlemen, mid men of occupa¬ 
tions, and they came as people to sec a wonder : we were stiEI called upon 

march oil f and so about four* of tlic dock* in the aftemoone of the 
'aid day we erst red into the elite of Mexico, by the way nr street called La 
call* Santa Catherine : and wc staved not in any place till we came to the 
house or palace of the Vice Roir, t)em Marrin Herariques, which standeth 
m the midde&t of the city, hard by the marker place, called La pfa^ del 
Marquesc. Wc had not stayed any long time at this place, but there was 
brought us by the Spaniards from the market place great store of meat, 
tuffidait to have satisfied five times so many as wc were : sum* also gave 
us hats, & some gave us money : in whidi place we stayed for die space 
of two houres, & from thence we were conveyed by water In two large 
Canoas to an hospital where as certain* of aur men were lodged, which 
were taken before the fight at S. John dc Ullua : wee should have gone to 
nur readies hospital!, but tllal there were akn vt many of out men taken 
before at that fight that there was no mom* for us. After nur camming 
thither, many of die company tbar came with me from Panuco ctyrd within 
the space of fburtcene dayes : soon* after which rime we were taken forth 
from that place, and pur altogether into our Ladies hospital!, in which place 
wc were courteously used, and visited often time* by vertuuus gentlemen 
and gentlewomen of the citie, who brought us divers tilings to comfort ns 
withal!, as sts teats and marmlljds, and such other things, and would also 
many rime* dve us many thing*, and that very liberally* I n which hospital! 
we remained for die space of rixe mgneth% until I we were all whole and 
sound of body, and then we were appointed by the Vice Roy to he carted 
unto the town af Tescuco, which is from Mexico Southwest distant eight 
leagues : in which town* there are certain* houses of correction and punish- 
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menr for ill people called Qbrathc$, like to Bridewell here in Londnn : 
into which place divers Indians are sold fur slaves, some for ten yecra, and 
some for twelve. It w.is no small griefe unto us when we understood rhar 
we should be Caned thither, and to bee used as nlitve*, we had other be put 
to death : howbeit there was 110 remedy, but wc were caned to rhe prison 
ci| i escuco, where wc were not put to any Labour, but were very simirlv 
kept, & almost furnished, yet by the good providence of our merciful] Godj 
we happened there to meet with one Robe it Sweeting, who was the sonne 
of all Englishman botne of a Spanish woman : this man could speak* veiy 
good English, and by his means wee were hotpen very much with victuals 
from the Indiana, aa mutton, hennes, & bread. And if we had not bene so 
relieved, we had surely perished : and yet all the provfefon that wee had 
gotten that way was bur slender. And continuing thus siraightly kept in 
prison there for the space of two moncths, at the length wee agreed amongst 
our selves to break* forth of prison, come of it what would, for we were 
minded rather to suffer death then longer to Live in that miserable state. 
And so having escaped out of prison, we knew not what way to flic for the 
saforie of our selves, the night was darke, and it rained terribly, and not 
having Tiny guide, we went we knew not whither* and in the morning, at 
the appearing of the day* we perceived our selves to he come hard to the 
cby of Mexico, which 11 24 English miles from Tcscuco, The day bdng 
come we were espied by the Spaniards* & pursued, and taken, and trough* 
before the Vice Roy anti head justices, who threamed to hang us for broking 
of the kings prison. Yet in the end they sent us into a garden belonging 
to the Vice Roy* & manuring thither, we found there our English gentlemen 
which were delivered as hostages when as our General was bet raved at 
S. John dc UKIua, as is aforesaid, and with them wee also found Robert 
Barret, the Master of the Jesus, in which place wc remained labouring and 
doing sucll things as we were commanded, for the space of 4 moncchs, basing 
but two shcepe a day allowed to -suffice us ally being very nccrc a hundred 
men* and for bread we had every man rwn loaves a day, of the quantity of 
one halfopcny loafe, At the end of which fnune moneths, they having 
remooved our gentlemen hostages, and the Master of ihe Jem to a prison 
in tlsc Vice Roy hts own* house, did cause it to he proclaimed* that what 
gentleman Spaniard soever was willing, or would have any English man to 
serve him, and be bound to k«pc him forth contming, to appear* before 
die Justices within one itiuneth after notice given, that they should repair* 
to the said garden* and riierc take their diotce : which proclamation was 
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no sooner made, but the gentlemen came and repaired to the garden amainc. 
So that happEe was he that could soonest get one of us. 


Chap, 5’ 

Vfktrttn h shewed in i chat good sort, W how wealthily Wi Imed with cur 
master* until! the camming of the h^uhifi&n, whin ns cgmnt our screw** 
began a fresh : 0/ our imprisonment m the holy house f and of the severe 
judgement and seni/neet given against m T twd with what rigour and cruelfie 
the same were txetided* 



| HE gentlemen that thus tookc m for their servants or slaves 
did new apparel I us through out, with whom we abode, doing 
such service as they appointed us unto, which was for rbu most 
part to attend upon them at the table, add to be as rheir 
I chamber!uinek, & to wait* upon them when they went abroad, 

I which they greatly accounted of i for in tliat countrey no 
Spaniard will nerve one another, but they are al! of them attended and 
served by Indian? wcekely, and by Negroes which be their slaves during 
Their life. In this son we remained and served in the said citie of Mexico, 
and thereabouts tor the space of a ycerc and somewhat longer^ Afterward* 
many of us were by our masters appointed to go to sundry of their Mines 
where they had to doe, and to be as overseers of the Negroes and Indians 
that laboured there. In which mines many of us did profile ir^iine greatly = 
for first we were allow ed three hundred Pew a man for a Veere> which ss 
threescore pound sterling, and besides that the Indians and Negroes which 
wrought under our charge, upon our well using & intrealing of therm, 
wouicl at times as upon Saturdays when they had left workc, labour for uk, 
and blow as much silver as should be worth unto us j markes or thereabouts* 
every marke being worth 6 Peios, and a halfe of ihctr money, which 
ip £exos & a hiilf'c, is worth 4JL iOs~ of our money. Sundry weekes we 
did gnincso much by this meant* besides our wages, that many of us became 
very rich, and were worth three thousand or foure thousand Peros, for wx 
lived and gained thus in those Mines some three or foure yeeres. As con¬ 
cerning those Gentlemen which were delivered as hostages, and that were 
kept Eli prison, in the Viceroy his house, after that we were ^one mim out 
the garden to serve sundry gentlemen as aforesaid* they remained prisoner* 
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in tire said house for tire space nf 4 monetbs after their ramming thither, 
at the end whereof the ftcctc being peadic to depart from S. John lie UUua, 
id gac for Spainc, die said Gcnilemrn were sent away into Spline with die 
fleete, where as I have heard it credibly reported, many of them died with 
the cruel I handling of the Spaniards in the Inquisition house, as those which 
have bene delivered home after they had suffered the persecution of that 
house con more perfectly declare, KuberE Barret also master of the Jesus, 
was sen 1 a way with rhe lleete into 
Spain* the next yecre following, 
where afterwards Ke suffered perse¬ 
cution in the Inquisition, and at die 
tasr w r cis condemned to be burnt, and 
with him one more of our men 
whose irame was John Gilbert. 

Now after that sixe y ceres were 
fully expired since our first enmnung 
into the Indies, in which rime we 
had bene imprisoned and served in 
the said count rays, ih is before iructy 
declared, In the yeere nf our Lord 
one thousand five hundred seven rie 
faurc, the Inquisition begun to be 
established in the Indies, very much 
against the mindes of many of the 
Spaniards themselves: for never 
untill this rime -due* iheir first con¬ 
quering and pluming in the Indies, 
were they subject to that blood it 
and cnidfl Inquisition. The thltfe 
Inquisitor was named Don Pedro 
Moya de Cftfitreres, and John dt BoviHi his companion, and John 
Sanches the Kifchall, and Pedro dc tos Hio$, the Secretary : they being 
come and setlcd, and placed in a very fiiifC house necre unto the white 
Friers, considering with themselves that they must mate an entrance 
and beginning of that their most detectable Inquisition here in Mexico, 
to the terror of the whole count ray, thought it best 10 call us that were 
Englishmen first in question, and so much the rather, for lhat they 
had perfect knowledge and intelligence that many of u$ were become 
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v«rr rid), is loth bene alreadie declared, and therefore we were a vciy 
booty and pray to the Inquisitors : so that now a^tne becan our 
sorrowed * fresh, for wt were sene for, anti sought out in all purs of 
the countrey, and proclamation made upon painc of loosing of goods ^nd 
cxL^mnwnicatioEi, that no man should hide or keepe sen ret any Englishmen 
or any part of their goods. By means whereof we were all soon* appre¬ 
hended in all places, and all our goods seized and taken for the Inquisitors 
use, and so from all pans of the countrey we were convded and sent ;ts 
prisoners io the due of Mexico, and there committed to prison in sundry 
darkc dungeons* where wr could not see but by Candle light, 4 were never 
past two together in one places so that we saw not one another, neither 
could one of us tell what was become of another. Thus we remained clone 
imprisoned for the space of a yeere and a hsiiftr, and others for l^sc 
lime, for thev came to prison ever as rhey were apprehended. During which 
lime of our imprisonment, at the first beginning we were often .railed 
before the tnqumtons alone, and there severely examined of our fifth, and 
commanded to say the Pater nutter, the Ave Maria, 4 the Creed til Latin, 
which God knowetb a great number of us Could not say, otherwise then in 
the English tongue. And having the said Robert Sweeting who was out 1 
frictid at T«cuco atwayes present with them lor an interpreter, he made 
report fur us, y' In our own cmmtrey speed* we could say them perfectly, 
although not word for word as they were in Latin. Then did they proceede 
to demand of us upon our othes what we did bclccvc of the Sacmmcnt, At 
whether there did remains any bread or wine after die words of obsecration, 
yea or no, and whether we did not bdtaeve that the host of bread which the 
priest did hold up over his head, and the wine that was in the chalice, was 
the very true and perfect body Al blood of our Saviour Christ, yea or no : 
To which if we answered not yea, then was there no way but death. Then 
they would demand of us what wc did remember of our selves, what opinions 
we had held, or had bin taught to hold contrary to the same whiles wc were 
in England : to which we for the safety of our lives were constrained 10 
say, that we never did belecve, nor had bene taught otherwise then has 
before we had sayd Then would rhey charge us that we did not tel them 
tiie tnitli, that they Jbiew the contrary, and therfore we should pi our 
sdvia to remembrance, At make them a better answer at the next time, or 
els wc should be rackt, and made tu Confe$$e the mieth whether we would 
or na And so comming againc before them the fient time, we were still 
demanded of our bdiefe whiln* we were in England, and how wc had bin 
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taught* & also what wp thought or did know of such of out owne company 
as they did name unto u% so that we could never be free from such demand*, 
and ai other times they would promise usl chat if we would tell them tmctli, 
then should we have favour k be set at Isbrnic* although we very wcl knew 
thefi fibre speech t-s were but means to entrap us, to rhe hazard and losae of 
our live* : frowbdt God so mercifully wrought for us by a secret meant* 
that wo had, that wc kept us StiJJ to our first answer* k would stil say that 



we had cold the tmeth unto them, and knew no more by our selves nor any 
other of out fellows then as we had declared, aid that for our ffl'nncs and 
offences in England against God and our Lady* or anv of his blewed Saints* 
wc were heartily sory for the same, and did cry God tuefty, and besought 
the Inquisitors for Gods sake, considering that wc came into those wunireyi 
by forte of weather, k agairm our wil% and that never in all out lives wc 
had cither spoken nr done any thing contrary to their luwes, and t her tore 
they would have mercy upon us. Vet all this would not serve i for stu 
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from time to time we were called upon to confcsse, and about the space of 
3 moneths before they proceeded to their severe judgement, we were al 
rackt, and some enforced to utter that against themselves, which afterwards 
cost them their lives. And thus having gotten from our owne mouthes 
matter sufficient for them to proceed in judgement against us, they caused 
a large scaffold to be made in the middest of the market place in Mexico 
right over against the head church, & 14 or 15 daies before the day of their 
judgement, with the sound of a trumpet, and the noise of their Attabalies, 
which ^re a kind of drummes, they did assemble the people in all parts of 
the citie : before whom it was then solemnely proclaimed, that whosoever 
would upon such a day repaire to the market place, they should heare the 
sentence of the holy Inquisition against the English heretikes, Lutherans, 
and also see the same put in execution. Which being done, and the time 
approching of this cruell judgement, the night before they came to the 
prison where we were, with certaine officers of that holy hellish house, 
bringing with them certaine fooles coats which they had prepared for us, 
being called in their language S. Benitos, which coats were made of yellow 
cotten & red crosses upon them, both before & behind : they were so busied 
in putting on their coats about us, and bringing us out into a large vard, and 
placing and pointing us in what order we should go to the scaffold or place 
of judgement upon the morrow, that they did not once suffer us to slecpe 
all that night long. The next morning being come, there was given to 
every one of us for our breakfast a cup of wine, and a slice of bread fried in 
honie, and so about eight of the clocke in the morning, we set foorth of the 
prison, every man alone in his yellow coat, and a rope about his necke, and 
a great greene Waxe candle in his hand unlighted, having a Spaniard 
appointed to goe upon either side of every one of us : and so marching in 
this order and maner toward the scaffold in the market place, which was a 
bow shoot distant or thereabouts, we found a great assembly of people all 
the way, and such a throng, that certain of the Inquisitors officers on horse¬ 
back were constrained to make way, and so comming to the scaffold, we went 
up by a paire of stay res, and found seates readie made and prepared for us 
to sit downe on, every man in order as he should be called to receive his 
judgement We being thus set downe as we were appointed, presently the 
Inquisitors came up another paire of staires, and the Viceroy and all the 
chiefe Justices with them. When they were set downe and placed under 
the cloth of estate agreeing to their degrees and calling, then came up also 
a great number of Friers, white, blacke and gray, about the number or 
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300 persons, they being set in the places for them appointed. Then was 
there a solemne Oyes made, and silence commanded, and then presently 
beganne their severe and cruell judgement. 

The first man that was called was one Roger the chiefe Armourer of the 
Jesus, and hee had judgement to have three hundred stripes on horsebacke, 
and after condemned to the gallies as a slave for 1 o yeeres. 

After him were called John Gray, John Browne, John Rider, John 
Moone, James Collier, and one Thomas Browne : these were adjudged to 
have 200 stripes on horsebacke, and after to be committed to the gallies for 
the space of 8 yeeres. 

Then was called John Keyes, and was adjudged to have 100 stripes on 
horsebacke, and condemned to serve in the gallies for the space of 6 yeeres. 

Then were severally called the number of 53 one after another, and every 
man had his severall judgement, some to have 200 stripes on horsebacke, 
and some 100, and condemned for slaves to the gallies, some for 6 yeeres, 
some for 8 and some for 10. 

And then was I Miles Philips called, and was adjudged to serve in a 
monasterie for 5 yeeres, without any stripes, and to weare a fooles coat, or 
S. Benito, during all that time. 

Then were called John Storie, Richard Williams, David Alexander, 
Robert Cooke, Paul Horsewell and Thomas Hull : the sixe were con¬ 
demned to serve in monasteries without stripes, some for 3 yeeres and some 
for foure, and to weare the S. Benito during all the said time. Which being 
done, and it now drawing toward night, George Rively, Peter Momfrie, 
and Cornelius the Irishman, were called and had their judgement to be 
burnt to ashes, and so were presently sent away to the place or execution in 
the market place but a little from the scaffold, where they were quickly 
burnt and consumed. And as for us that had received our judgement, being 
68 in number, we were caried backe that night to prison againe. And the 
next day in the morning being good F riday, the yeere of our Lord 1575 ? wc 
were all brought into a court of the Inquisitors pallace, where we found 
a horse in a readinesse for every one of our men which were condemned 
to have stripes, and to be committed to the gallies, which were in number 
60 and so they being inforced to mount up on horsebacke naked from the 
middle upward, were caried to be shewed as a spectacle for all the people 
to behold throughout the chiefe and principall streetes of the citie, and had 
the number of stripes to every one of them appointed, most cruelly laid 
upon their naked bodies with long whips by sundry men appointed to be 
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rhc executioners thereof: and before our men iherc went a COupIe of criers 
which cried a_s they went ; Behold these English dugs, Lutherans* enemies 
ro God, and all the way jus they went there were some of the Inquisitor* 
themselves* and of the femiliars of that mkehd order, that cried to the 
cxecuttonerc* Strike* lay on those English heretiks, Lutherans, Gods 
enemies: and so this horrible spectacle being shewed round about the 



chic, they returned to the Inquisitors house, with their hacks all gore 
blood, and swollen with great bumps, and were then taken from their 
horses, k carried again? to prison, where they remained until I they were 
sent into Spa he to the jellies* there to receive the rest of their tnamnfemt: : 
and I and the 6 other with me which hadI judgement, and were condemned 
amongst the rest to serve an appretitiship in the monastery* were taken 
presently and sent to certains religious Elousui appointed for the purpose. 
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Chap. 6, 

Wherein ij shewed hm tvt wtrt uud in thr religious hmius, and that when 
tht time was expired, that t vc t vtrt adjudged ta srrvt in them, then came 
nrwes tc M txico &f M* Francis Drakti bang in tht South Sea, and ivhaf 
preparation was mad? to tabs him t and hew I it thing tv titapf, was again* 
taken and put in prison at Vera Crtez^ and haw again/ I made mint esc apt 
from the net* 



| MILES PHILIPS and William Lowe were appointed !o the 
jhlacke Friers, where I was appointed ro he an overseer of Indian 
Iworkmen, who wrought there in building of a new church : 
I amongst which Indians I learned Their language or Mexican 
] tongue very perfectly and had great hunilhririe with man v of 
^ thenij whom 1 found to be a courteous and loving kind of 
people, ingenious, und of great understanding* and they haw and ahhorix 
the Spaniards with all their hearty they have used sue h horrible cruelties 
against them* and doe stiJi fcccpe them in such subjection and semrnde, 
that they and the Negros also doc daily lie in waitv to practise their 
deliverance out of rhat rhrrddntne and bondage, that the Spaniards doe 
keepc them in. William Lowe he was appointed to sene the Cooke in the 
kitehln, Richard Williams and David Alexander were appointed to the gray 
Friers, John Story' and Robe re Cooke to the white FffcrS : Paul Horscwel 
the Secretary tmkc to be his servant: Thomas Hull was sent to a Monaatcry 
of priests where after ward he died, Thus we served out the ye* res that wc 
were condemned for* with the use of our foalo Coates, and we must needs 
eonfesse char the Friers did us* u$ very courteously : for every one of us 
had his chamber with bedding & diet, and all thing* dearie And. neat: yea 
many of the Spaniards and Friers themselves do utterly abhorre md misfike 
of thir cruel! inquisition, and would as they durst hcwaile our miseries* *nd 
enpifort us the best tlicy could, although they stood in such fcare of that 
divdish Inquisition, that they durst not let the left hand* know what the 
right doth- Now after that the time was expired for which we were Con¬ 
demned to serve En ch«c religious houses, we were then brought iigain* 
before die chicfc Inquisitor, and had all our foolc$ crates, pulled olf and 
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banged up in the had church, called Ecdcsm Major, and every tiu »9 name 
and judgement written thereupon with this addition, An here tike Lutheran 
reconciled. And there are also all their coat** hinged up, which were 
Condemned to die Elites, with their names and judgements, and underneath 
his coat, llcrerike Lutheran reconciled. And also the coats and mmo of 
the three that were burned} whereupon were written. An obstinate he retike 
Lutheran burnt. Then were we suffered to goc up and downe the countrey ? 
arid to plate our selves as we could, and yet not so free, but that wr very 
well knew that there was good espial) always attending us and all ou r actions, 
so that we durst not of ice speake or lwke awry* David Alexander k Robert 
Cneke returned to serve the Inquisitor, who shortly after marled them both 
to two of his Negro women : Kichard Williams maned a ridi widow of 
Biskay with 4000 Rezos : Paul Hopewell is maried 10 a Mesrisa, as they 
name those whose fathers were Spaniards, and their mothers Indians, and 
this woman which Paul Hntsewdl hath marled, is sayd to be the daughter 
of one rh.it came in with Hernando Cortes the Conqucrout, who had with 
her in marriage four* thousand Rrara, and a fairc house : John Stone is 
maried to a Negro woman : William Lowe had leave aEid licence to gne 
into Spain* where he is now married : for mine ownc part I could nryer 
throughly settle my sdfe to marry in that countrey, ajrWigh many litre 
oiTitj were made unto me of such as were of great abilirie and wealth, but 
1 could have nn liking to live in that place, where I must every where see 
and know such horrible idolatric committed, and durst not once for my 
life speake against it ; and therefore I had alwayes a longing and desire to 
this my native countrcy ; and, to returne mid serve againc in the Mines 
where 1 might have gathered great riches and wealth, I very well saw that 
ax one rime or another I should fidl againe into the danger of that divclLh 
Inquisition, and so be stript of all, with loss* of life also, and therefore I 
made my chobe rather to leant* to weave Grogranes and TaffadcSj and so 
compounding with a Silke-weaver, I bound my wife for three yceres 10 
serve him, and gave him an hundred and fiftie Peso* to teach me the science, 
otherwise he would not have taught mce under seven yeeres prendihsp, and 
by this meant* I lived the more quiet, and free from suspiriom Howbeit 1 
should many times be charged by familiars of that divelish bouse, that I 
had a meaning to runn* away Into England, and to be an heretike Lutbtrane 
again e : To wliom I won Id answer* that they had no need* to suspect any 
such thing in mce, for that they knewc all very well that it was Impossible 
far tnc to escape by any miner of mcanes ; yet notwithstanding 1 was called 
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before the Inquisitor, and iknmusided why ! did not mirric: 1 amwcfed 
that I had bound my ftdfc at an occupation. Well said the Inquisitors 1 
koowe thou meanest to runner away, and therefore f charge thee here upon 
paint of burning as an beretike relapsed* that Thou depart not out of ihi^ 
discs nor conic neere to the port of S. John de UHuSj nor to any oliter pent ; 



To the which I answered, dnt I would willingly ’J ci said lie* see 

tiiDu doc so and thy fcllnwcs a be* tfi*v shall have the like charge. 

So I remained at my sdeiice the full dme, mid learned the Art, at the 
end whereof there came newts to Mexico that there were ccTtairve hng i: i- 
men landed with a great power at the port of Acapulco* upon the booth sea, 
and that they were com mi ng to Mexico tn take the spoyle tlicrofi which 
wrought a marvellous great fere amongst Them, & nutfjy of these inat were 
rich, began to shift for tbOTsdvc^ their wives k children ■ upon wtai^h 
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hurl ic burlie the Viceroy called 1 gencrall muster to be made of all the 
Spaniards in Mexico, and there were found to be the iLumber of yooo and 
oddt howsbotiera of Spaniards in the cine and suburb^ and uf single men 
unmaried, the number of 3000 and of Mestizoes, which arc counted to be 
the sonnes of Spaniards borne of Indian women, twenty thousand persons, 
and then wx* Paul HonewcL Sl I Miles Philips *?m for before the Viceroy, 
and were examined if we did know an English man named Francis Drake, 
which was brother to Capfairiu Hawkins : to which we answered, that 
Cuptaine Hawkins had noc any brother but one, which was a man of the 
age of threescore yeeres or thereabouts, and was now govemour of Plim- 
mouth in England. And then he demanded of us if wc knewe one Fr-tnda 
Drake, and wc answered, no + ^ 

While these things were in dcin^, there cainr: newes tSiat alt the English¬ 
men were gone, yet were there eight hundred men made out under the 
loading of several Captains, whefuf two hundred were sent to the port of 
S, John de Ullua, upon the North Sea under the conduct of Don Lops 
Snares, two hundred were sent to Guatemala in the South sea, who had fur 
thetr eaptaine John Cortes, two hundred more were sent to Guarulco T a 
port of The South sea, over w r hom went for aptainc Don Pedro de Robles, 
and two hundred more were sent rn Acapulco, the port where if was said 
that Capuine Drake had bene. And rh*v had for Captain? doctor Jtobits 
Alcalde dc Corte, with whom l Miles Philips went as interpreter, having 
licence given by the Inquisitors. When we were come 10 Adpuko, we 
Found that Captain? Drake was departed from thence, more then a oioneth 
before wc came thither. But yet our Captain* Alcalde dc Carte there 
praendy embarked himsdfe in a small bilip of threescore tunne or there¬ 
about, having also in companic with him two other small harkes, and nor 
past two hundred men in alt, with whom I went ils interpreter in his own* 
ship, which God knoveth was but weake and ill appointed, $0 dial tor 
Certatne, if we had met with Captain* Drake, he might easily have taken 
US all : Wc being imbarked kept our course and ranne Southward nmn» 
Panama, keeping still as nigh the shore as we could, and leaving the land 
upon our left hand, and having coasted thus for the space of eighteene or 
t wen He day us, and being more to the SoutJl then Guatimala, we met at 
last with other ships which came from Panama, of whom wc were certain-fly 
informed that he was clean* gone off the coast more then a moneth before : 
and so w t returned back* to Acapulco againe, and there landed, our Captain* 
being thereunto forced, because his men were very sore tca-sicke : All UK 
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while that I was at Sea, with them, I was a glad man, for I hoped that if 
wc met with master Drake, we should all be taken, io that then I should have 
beetle freed out of that danger and mtseric wherein 1 lived* and should 
return* to mine owne count rey of England againc. But missing thereof, 
when I sawc there was nu remedie hut that we must iieudes come on tand 
dgaijitj little doeth an? man know the wow and gride that inwardly I 
fdt, although outwardly I was constraint eo make Jaire weather nt it. 
And so bdng landed, ye next morow after* we began our journey towardes 
Motico, and past these inwncs of name in our way, as tlrst Uie town* of 
Tualcpec, JO leagues from Mexico, from thence to Washaca, 40 leagues 
from Mexico : from thence to Tcpiaai 24 {rctm ^ nd from 

thcncc to Pueblo de los Angeles, where is u high hill which osieth out fire 
three times a day, which hill is 18 leagues in maner directly eSt srum 
Mcxice^ from thence wc went to Stapdapa, 8 league* tram Mexico, an 
there our captaine arid must of hi* men Eookc boat, and came to Mexico 
again*, having bene fourth about the space of seven wcacs or thereabouts* 
Our ciprdne made report to the Viceroy what he had done, and how bm 
he had rravelled, and that for certain t he was Informed that capjaiue Dm '* 
was not To be heard of. To which the Viceroy replied and said. Sure!) we 
shall have him shortly come into our hands driven a (arid through necc^itt* 
in some one place or other, for he being now in these s&is of bur, it ts not 



my masters house in a readinese at an hourcs warning* 
should be ashed : for that notwithstanding within one moncth after certain* 
Spaniards going to McCameca, 18 leagues from Me*k% to send 
certains hides and Coehhiilla* that they had there at their Scannas or ■n* 
houses, and my master having leave of the Secrcsane for me to g° L 1 *'. 
them, I tooke my journey with them being very well honed and appointed, 
and camming thither and pissing the time thfre at MeCttneca eer in 
dayes till weliad perfect intelligence that the Heete vrai i&dw to depart, l 
not being pant 3 dais journey from the poft of S- John de L uo, _ 

it to be rh* mertest time for me to make an escape, and 1 w-ts t tv * c » 
presuming upon my Spanish tongue, which 1 spake as rtaturally Q 

them all* thinking with my scJfc, that when 1 Came to S. John t* a, 
I would get to be entertained aa a souldiour, and so go home into . pal 
in the same Fleet*, and therefore secretly one evening bte^ t ie rmxuic 
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shining fairc, 1 conveyed my sd/e away, and riding so for the space of two 
nights and iwu day«*‘ sometimes in, and sometimes oul, resting very little 
alf that time, upon the second day at night I came to the lowrie of Vera 
Cm?, distant from the port of S. John de UHua, where the ships fod«^ nut 
onlv S leagues, and here purposing to rest my wife a day or two, I was no 
sooner alighted, but within the space of one halfe hnurc after, 1 was hv 
ill hap arrested, and brought before Justices there, being Tancn and suspect^ 
to be a pr.nilemans sorme of Mexico, that wii I'ufint away from his father, 
who in rruerh was the tmm they sought For : So 1 being arrested, and 
brought before ihe Justices there was- it great burly burly about the natXct f 
every inan charging me that 1 was (be soone of such a marl dwelling ns 
Mexico, which I flatly denied, affirming that I knewe not the man, yet 
would they not bdeeve me, hut urged sttl upon me that I was he (hat they 
sought for, ond $o I was eonveied away to prison. And as I was thus going 
to prison, to the further increase! of my gride, it chanced that at that yen' 
instant there was a poor* man in the prase that was come to towite to sell 
himncs, who told the Justices (hat they did me wrone, and that in truth hr 
knew very well that 1 was an Englishman and NO Spaniard, i hey then 
demanded of him how he knew that, and th trained him that he said w* 
for rhai he was my companion, and sought to convey me away fmm mv 
f.ithrr, so that he atso waa throttled to be bid in prison with me: he 
for the discharge of himgclft: stood stilly in it, chat I was an Englishman, 
Ac one of captain* Hawkins men, and that he had knowen me wearc the 
S. BenEro in rhe Blackc-frim at Mexico, for 3 or 4 w hole yere$ together: 
which when they heard, they forsookc him* and began to examine me a new, 
whether that speech of his were true, yea or no, which w hen they perceived 
that I could not denie, and perceiving that 1 was run from Mexico, & came 
thither of purpose to convey my eel re away with the flecre, I was presently 
committed to prison with a Sorrowful! heart, often wishing my sc! Fc that 
that man which knew me bad at that time bene further oil ; ho wheat he 
in sinceritic had companion of my distressed estate, thinking by his Fpcech, 
and knowing nf me, m have set me free from that present danger which 
he saw me in : howbeir, contrary to his expectation, 1 was thereby brought 
into my rxtremc danger, and to the hazard of my life, yet there was no 
remedy but patience perforce. And 1 was no sooner brought into pftvm, 
but 1 had a great poire of bolc^ dipt on my le^i, and thus I remained in (hat 
prison for the space of 3 w«ke$, where were also many other prisoner 
which were thither committed for sundry crimes, & condemned to the 
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galSira- During which rime of imprisonment there, I found amongst those 
my prison-Pel lowcs some th.it had fcnowen me before in Mexico, and trudy 
They had compassion of me, & would spare of their victuals and any thing 
As that they had to doc mu good : Amongst whom there was one of them 
that told me that he understood by a secret friend of his which often came 
to the prison to him, that I shold be shortly sent hacke again e to Mexico 
by wagon, §o$oone as the fieere was gone from S. John dc UJlua, for Spain?* 
This puorc man my prison-fellow or himselfc, k without any leanest made 
by me, caused his said friend which came often unto him to die grate of the 
prison, to bring hint wine and victuatsj to bur for hint 1 knives which had 
files in their backs, which files were 9 > we! made that they would *erve 
t \ suffice any prisoner ir> file off his irons, $C of tho^c knives a r files he 
brought one to mf. Sc told me that he had caused it to be made for me, arid 
let me have it at that very price it cost him, which was 2 Pesos, the value 
ofS^ of our money : which knife when I had it, 1 was a toy full man, and 
Converted the same into the fooie of my boot, upon the inside of my left leg, 
and so within 3 or 4 duyes after that I had thus received mV knife, 1 was 
suddenly tailed for, & brought before rhe head Justice which caused these 
my irons with die round bolt to be stricken off and sent to a Smith? in the 
townCj where was a new pai re of bolls made ready for me of another fashion, 
which bad a bread iron hams enmming between* the shackles, and caused 
my hands ro be made fast with a pairc of nmmdt$, and so was I presently 
laid into a wagon dl alone, which was there rculie to depart with sundry 
other wagons, to the number of 6a towardes Mexico, and they all were 
laden with sundry merchandise which came in the fleete out of hpetine 
The wagon shat I was in was foremost in ail the companies and as wc 
rea veiled 1 being alone in the wagon, began to trie if 1 Con Id plucke my 
hands out of the manacles, and as trod Would, although h were somewhat 
piiiiicfull for me, yet my handcs were so slender that I could pull them out, 
and put them in again e, and e\ r er as we went* when the wagon made mmt 
iioysit, and the men were busiest, I would be working to file off my bolts, 
k travelling thus fur the Space of K leagues from Vera Cruz, we came to 
an high hill, at the entring up of which £ai Cod would) one of the wheels 
of the wagoti wherein I wits, brake. So that by that meanes the other wagons 
went afore, and the wagon-man that had charge ot me set an Indian 
Carpenter a worke to mend the whedc : and here at this place )ncy buitcd 
ai an hostrie that a Negro*woman kixpes : and at this place, tor that the 
going up of the hill is very sicepc* f £ir *P* ce ^ tWD ind 
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they doe alwaies accustome to take the moiles of 3 or 4 wagons, and to 
place them altogether for the drawing up of one wagon, and so to come 
downe againe, and fetch up others m that order. All which amie very 
well to passe : for as it drew towards night when most of the Wagoners 
were gone to draw up their wagons, in this sort I being alone had quickly 
filed off my boltes, and so espying my time in the darke of the evening before 
they returned downe the hill againe, I conveyed my selfe into the woods 
there adioyning, carrying my bolts and manacles with me, & a few biscuits, 
and two small cheeses. And being come into the woods, I threw my yrons 
into a thicke bush, and then covered them with mosse and other tlungs, 
and then shifted for my selfe as I might all that night. And thus by the 
good providence of Almightie God, I was freed from mine yrons all saying 
the collar that was about my necke, and so got my libertie the second time. 


Chap. 7. 

W herein is shewed how I escaped to Guatimala, upon the South sea, and from 
thence to the port of Qav alios, where I got passage to goe into S paine, and of 
our airmail at Havana, and our comming to S paine, where I was againe like 
to have bene committed prisoner, and how through the great mercy of God I 
escaped, and came home in safetie into England in Eebruary 1582. 



j HE next morning (day light being come) I perceived 
I by the Sunne rising what way to take to escape their 
] hands, for when I fledde, I tooke the way into the woods 
I upon the left hand: and having left that way 
Iwent to Mexico upon my right hand, I thought to 

„ ___ 1 keepe my course as the woods and mountames lay, still 

direct South as neere as I could : by meanes whereof I was sure to convey 
my selfe farre ynough from that way that went to Mexico. An as 
was thus going in the woods, I saw many great fires made to the o 
not past a league from the mountaine where I was, and tra\ai mg 
thus in my bootes with mine yron coller about my necke, and my 
bread and cheese, the very same forenoone I mette with a company o 
Indians which were hunting of Deere for their sustenance : to w °m 
I spake in the Mexican tongue, and told them how that I had or a ong 
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time bin kept in prison by the cruel Spaniards, and did desire rhrm to help* 
me to file off mine yron roller, which they willingly did : mfoycing greatly 
with tne, that I was Thus cooped out of the Spanyarcb hands. 'I hen 1 
desired that I might have one of them to guide mee out of three desert 
mounts] ft is toward es the South, which they also must willingly did ; and 
so they brought me* to an Indian townc 8. leagues distant from thence, 
turned Shabpa, where I stayed three dayes, for that I was somewhat sicfcelv* 
At which townc (with the gold Thai 1 had quilted in my dublctj I bought 
me an horse of one of the Indians, which cost mec 6. pesos, and so travail mg 
South, within the space of 2, leagues I happened to overtake a gray Frier, 
one that I had belie familiar wirhall in Mexico^ whom then I knew* to be 
a zealous good tnan T and oue that did much lament the cruel lie used against 
iia by the Inquisitors, imd truck hee used me very courteously : and I 
having confidence in him did indeed* id him, that I was minded to adveii^ 
ture to sec if T could get out of the sayd counrrey if I could funic shipping 
and did therefore pray him of lus ayde, direction^ and advise herein, which 
he faithfully did, not onely in directing me which was my safest wav to 
travail*, but he also of himsclfe kept me Company for the space of three 
daye% and ever as we came to the Indiana houses (who used and intertwined 
u^ well) hec gathered among them in money to the value of so. pczo% 
which at my departure from him hce freely gave unto mee. So came I 
to the citie of (JuatiiTtnia upon the South sea, which ts distant from A lexica 
about 150. leagues, where I stayed 6, dayes, For that my horse was weake. 
And from thence I travailed still South and by East seven dayes journey, 
paxsing hy ceraine Indian towne% untill I came to an Indian towne distant 
from Mexico, direct South 3.DQ. leagues. And here at tills town* enquiring 
to go to the Port dc Cavallos in the Northeast sea, it wai answered that in 
travailing thither 1 should not come to any town* in m. or 12. dayes 
journey ; so heerc l hired two Indians to be my guides, and 1 bought 
nennes, and bread to serve us so long time^ and took* with us tilings to 
kindle lire every night, because of wildc hoite^ and ro drcsie our mmtc : 
and every night when we rested, my Indian guides would make two great 
fires, betweene the which we pbeed our selves, arid my horse. And in the 
night rime wc should hear* the Lions roare, with I ygres, Ounces, .md 
other beastes, and some of them wc should see in the night, which had 
eyes shining like fire. And travailing thus for the space of twelve day*s, 
wee came at last to the port of Cava 11 os upon the E-ast sea, distant I mm 
Guatimab South and by East, two hundmh liagues, and from M exi co 
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ihouts. This is a good harbormigb for shippe, 
r bulwirke. I Wr^ dispatched away my <fcwne 

where I saw certaine ships l«t^n chiefly with Canary 

F . . s m. * i . . l .3 .iiK t rtimtffV mail 


45a or thereabouts, 

either cattle or bulwarwr. 1 ™i»™7 =T:r r ', 

m die Haven, where I saw cettsine ships lodep chiefly with Canary «s 

where I spake with one of the Masters, who asked me what f . 

s.3 1 told him that I was borne in Gmmdo, & he «.<!, tharthe.1I 
was his coumreymnn. I required him that I might P^HomeW h hm 
t-rt hi« -chid ravine for my p 05 $U£C I Slid h-C $aid V^h ^ tn 
conduct, or 10110"rtstimoniul to show, dial tie might " ,C ^ ^’"^d 

f„, J ho, it to* ho that £* ■ Z$ Tntr'l 

answered) that there was not any such 
cause. Wei, in the end we grew to a 
price, that for bo. p«os he would tary me 
into Spain* : a glad man was I at th« 
good hap, and 1 quickly sold* my hoi^f, 
and made tny provision* of hen 110 and bread 
to se rve me In my passage 1 And thus with¬ 
in 1. dayes after we set wle, and new 
staved until I we came to Havana, which 15 
distant from puerto de Cayaltts bv sj» 5 ° • 
leagues : where we found the whole tsrew 
of Spawns which was bound home from “ 
Indies. And heere I was hired for a 
souldicr to serve in the Admiral ship ol . 
same fluete, wherein the General himt<- 
wrnt. There landed while 1 was here 4 - 

sbips out ofSpainc, being all full of soddlets and 

there were 100 . men landed here, & 4- !T w! .j”f*^rhn men more were 
although the castle were before sufficiently provided: 400.,™ L “ l j 

to Ci^pcchc. Sl certainc ordinance : to l Londi with ^ _ \ 

.0" tafy tol!=h» UUu». A. for **««*« S 

and of the very same which was mirs* which wc had in J * y a 

others which we bad planted in the place, where the Vice-_|f. Edicts 

Hawkins our general, as hath bene declared Tlicrendt V - 

to every of there Porr-q and the strengthen.^ of them, was done by Com 
m.'.ndement from the king of Spains, who wfoteiUo J' jScSE 

of his Ikere, giving him in charges to doe, as also d. renting.him what cojrrw 
he should fceepc in his comming home into Spine, charging Y 
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not M come nigh to the vies of Azores, hut to kecpe lias cuur&e more to the 
Northward, advertising him wJthal, what number and power of French ships 
of warn, and other, Don AlKotUO had at rha* time at Tej^era, Ac the jla. 
aforesaid : which the general of the Hecte wel considering, and what great 
store of riches he had to bring home with him into Spaing did in all very 
ductifully observe and obey : for in trueth he had in his said flwte 37* 
saile 4-fiips, and in every of them there was as good as 30. pipes of silver 
one with another, besides great store of gold* Oichinilh, sugars, hides, and 
Cara Fistula, with other Apothecary drugs. This Our general, who wo* 
called Don Fed to de Guzman* did providently tike order for, for their most 
strength and defend if neede should he, to tlse uttermost of his power, and 
commanded upon pa lire of death, chat neither passenger nor smddief should 
come aboard without his sword and harquebtuh, with shot and powder, to 
the end that they might be the better able to encounter the fiecte of Don 
Antonio* if they diould hap to mcetc with them* or any of them : and ever 
as the weather was fit re, the slid general would himself go aboord from one 
ship to another* to see that every man had his fill provision according to the 
comman dement given. Yet to speak e truely what I thinks two good call 
ships of wane wuuld have made a foulc spoil* amongst them. For in all 
this fleet* there were not any that were strong and warlike appointed, saving 
only the Admiral, and Vice-admiral : And again* over and besides thi; 
weokemasc and the ill furnishing of the rest, they were idl so deeply laden, 
that they had not bent able (if they had bent charged) to have held our 
any long fight, Wel, thus we set Sail*, Sc had a very ill passnge home* the 
weather was so contrary. We kept our course in rfianer Northeast, and 
brought our selves to ifie height of 4a, degree of latitude, to be sure not 
to meete with Don Antonin his fieutc, and were upon our voyage from the 
4. of June* untill the 10, of September* and never saw land till we fell with 
the Arenas Gorda$ hard by S- Lucar. And there was an order taken that 
none should goe on shoare unrill he had licence : as for me, 1 was knowen 
by one in the *hip* who told the Master that 1 wu sri FndisJimaii, which 

! as GimI would) it was my good hap to hare : for if T had not heard it, it 
lad Co,t me my life. Notwithstanding, I would nor rake any knowledge 
of it, and seemed to be mcry k pleasant* that we were all enme *0 wel in 
safety. Presently after, licence came that we should go on shoare* and 1 
pressed to be gone wtlh the first: how belt* the Master came unro fTic, 
& said, Sim* you must goe wiih me to Sivil by water t I knew his meaning 
well Lnoughj & that he meant there to otter me up os a sacrifice to the Holy 
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house. For the ignorant zeale of a number of these superstitious Spaniards 
is such, that they thinke that they have done God good service, when they 
have brought a Lutheran heretike to the fire to be burnt : for so do they 
account of us. Wei, I perceiving all this, tooke upon me not to suspect 
any thing, but was still jocund & mery : howbeit, I knew it stood me upon 
to shift for my selfe. And so way ting my time when the Master was in 
his cabbin asleepe, I conveyed my selfe secretly downe by the shrowds into 
the ship boate, and made no stay but cut the rope wherewithal she was 
m oared, and so by the cable haled on shore, where I leapt on land, & let 
the boate goe whither it would. Thus by the helpe of God I escaped that 
day, h then never stayed at S. Lucar, but went all night by the way which 
I had seene other take toward Sivil : so that the next morning I came to 
Sivil, and sought me out a workemaster, that I might fall to my science, 
which was weaving of taffataes ; and being intertained I set my selfe dose 
to my worke, and durst not for my life once to stirre abroad for feare of 
being knowen : and being thus at my worke, within 4. dayes after I heard 
one of my fellowes say, that he heard there was great inquiry made for an 
Englishman that came home in the fleete : what an heretique Lutheran 
(quoth 1 } was it, I would to God I might knowe him, surely I would 
present him to the Holy house. And thus X kept still within doores at my 
worke, and fained my selfe not well at ease, & that I would labour as i 
might to get me new clothes. And continuing thus for the space of 3. 
moneths I called for my wagts, and bought me all things new, different 
from the apparell that I did weare at sea, and yet durst not be overbold to 
walke abroad : and after understanding that there were certame English 
ships at S. Lucar bound for England, I tooke a boat and went aboord one 
of them, and desired the Master that I might have passage with him to goe 
into England, and told him secretly that I was one of those which Captatne 
Hawkins did set on shore in the Indies : he very courteously prayed me 
to have him excused, for he durst not meddle with me, & prayed me there¬ 
fore to retume from whence I came* Which when I perceived, with a 
sorowful heart, God knoweth, I tooke my leave of him, not without watry 
cheekes* And then I went to 3 , Mary port, which is 3. leagues from 
S. Lucar, where I put my selfe to be a souldier to goe in the king of 
Gal lies, which were bound for Majorca, and camming thither in the end 
of the Christmas holidayes, I found there two English ships, the one of 
London, and the other of the West countrey, which were reacty fraighted 
and stayed but for a fake wind. To the Master of the one, which was o 
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the West countrey went I, and told him that I had bene 2. yeeres in Spaine 
to learne the language, and that 1 was now desirous to goe home and see 
my friends, for that I lacked maintenance : and so having agreed with him 
for my passage, I tooke shipping. And thus through the providence of 
Almighty God, after 16. yeeres absence, having sustained many and sundry 
great troubles and miseries, as by this discourse appeareth, I came home to 
this my native countrey of England in the yeere 1582. in the moneth of 
February, in the ship called the Land ret, and arrived at Poole. 
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE 
1540 ?—1596 

RAKE and Shakespeare were the two greatest Elizabethans ; 
they share, moreover, the curious distinction that in both casei 
there is a fascinating obscurity attached to their early lives. 
There are so many different accounts of Drake’s birth and 
parentage that we seem to be at liberty to adopt the most 
_ B8j8 ~ ^ n attractive legend. It is said that his father, a parson, having 
sudden cause to leave his native town, Tavistock, fled to Upnor or 
Upchurch, in Kent, and took up his abode, like Peggotty, in an old hulk. 
In this hulk twelve children first saw the light of day ; the eldest of 
these was Francis. As a boy he worked with an old sailor on a coasting 
vessel, and when the latter aied he left his young assistant his boat as a 
reward for his good services. Young Drake continued to work this 
boat for a time, until, hearing that Sir John Hawkins was about to make 
his third voyage to the New World, and having collected a little money 
together, he threw in his fortunes with Hawkins, and lost them at St. John 
d’Ulloa. . # . 

But he escaped with his life and reached home in the "Judith , a vessel 
of 50 tons. Drake’s exploits, not including his voyage round the world, 
would fill a handsome volume themselves. Three years after this disaster, 
which might have damped the ardour of the bravest, he sacked Nombre 
de Dios, receiving a severe wound in the assault of the city, burnt Porto 
Bello, and, having from a tree-top sighted the South Sea—-the first English¬ 
man to do so—he returned home with 30 tons of bar silver in his hold. 
The proceeds of this expedition having strengthened his purse and his 
position, he served for a short time under the Earl of Essex in Ireland 
before embarking to realise his chief ambition, namely to sail an English 
ship in the South Sea. When he returned from his great voyage of circum- 
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navigation, he met with a mixed reception : some were OT«joyed at his 
succS ; others damned him as a provoking pirate. We may be sure that 
if England has changed fundamentally but little since then, after the vis t 
of thf Queen to the Golden Hind and the subsequent knighting of this 
staunch vessel’s captain, little more was heard of his detractors. 

He then seems to have set about goading the Spaniards 'ntofuiy, 
a Justifiable appetite for revenge for their treatment of him at St. John 
d’lJlloa. Their chastisement grew more and ™ ore a ^ U ~ d ? the | 
finally into action by having 10,000 tons of shipping burnt at Cadiz, they 
SeSS to crush their oppressor and his fellow-countrymen with an 

final irreparable blow .that he fal. thru, » ?S88 b ggb iqjfr 
described in the report of this Armada s signal dc ea , 
engagements he seems to have been at the zenith of h.s ^r. Havmg 
performed miracles, the expedition to Corunna and Lisbon, following 
immediately after^e scattering of the Armada, comes2s 
anticlimax. He achieved his aim, which was o re ... , » 1 t 

at the invasion of England by the Spaniards an fighting 

sixteen thousand men in the process. Seeing a ^ 

in the Channel with the Armada we lost but Tat! 

heavy price to have paid ; but throughout Eng is attempt 

though we invariably triumph against overwhelming odds ^ e " we attemp 
to embark upon grand military operations we are not s” devotion to 

of »nd constructing 

“ But in 1595 he w» ordered 10 so wLltndS” TO 

tKS I*.. f-nisiS/p 

to him a rough youth with his hard-earned savings in h.s han^ana g 
to take a very subordinate position in his own t, ^ 0 f these 

trying to a man of Sir John’s temperament T e -jJLfttion ; at all 

two great men may have prejudiced the chances of die«^'« on ’ 
events, it was a failure, dogged by m‘sfortune rom ry ^ ^ ^ at 

But Drake was never to know what failure - • K e f ore him. 
Porto Bello, his vice-admiral having passed on a i. ore perplexing 

Once more he followed in the wake of h.s old leader ;two more perplex g 

spirits can seldom have appeared before the Recor ing g 
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A 

Summarie and True Discourse of 

SIR FRANCIS DRAKES WEST INDIAN VOYAGE, 
begun in the yeere 1585. 


Wherein were taken the cities of Saint I ago, Santo Domingo , Cartagena , and 
the towne of Saint Augustine in Florida ; Published by M. Thomas Cates . 


HIS worthy knight for the service of his Prince and 
countrey having prepared his whole fleete, and gotten 
them downe to Plimmouth in Devonshire, to the number 
of five and twenty saile of ships and pinnesses, and having 
assembled of souldiers and mariners, to the number of 
2300. in the whole, embarked them and himselfe at Plim¬ 
mouth aforesaid, the 12. day of September 1585* being accompanied 
with these men of name and cnarge, which hereafter follow : 

Master Christopher Carleil Lieutenant general, a man of long experience 
in the warres as well by sea as land, who had formerly caried high offices 
in both kindes in many fights, which he discharged alwaies very happily, 
and with great good reputation. 

Anthonie Powel Sergeant Major. 

Captaine Matthew Morgan, and Captaine John Sampson, Corporals of 
the field. 

These officers had commandement over the rest of the land-Captaines, 
whose names hereafter follow. 



Captaine Anthony Plat. 
Captaine Edward Winter. 
Captaine John Goring. 
Captaine Robert Pew. 
Captaine George Barton. „ 


f Captaine John Merchant 
Captaine William Cecill. 
Captaine Walter Bigs. 
Captaine John Hannam. 
k Captaine Richard Stanton. 
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Captaine Martine Frobisher Viceadmirall, a man of great experience in 
sea-fa ring actions, who had caried the chiefe charge of many ships him- 
selfe, in sundry voyages before, being now shipped in the Primrose. 
Captaine Francis Knolles, Reereadmirall in the Gabon Leicester. 

Master Thomas Vennor Captaine in the Elizabeth Bonadventure under the 
General. 

Master Edward Winter Captaine in the Aide. . , , _ 

Master Christopher Carleii the Lieutenant general], Captaine of the Tjrgan 


Henry White Captaine of the sea Dragon. 

Thomas Drake Captaine of the Thomas, 

Thomas Seelie Captaine of the Minion. 

Baity Captaine of the Barke Talbot. 

Robert Crosse Captaine of the Bark Bond. 

George Fortescue Captaine of the Barke Bonner, 

Edward Carelesse Captaine of the Hope. 

James Erizo Captaine of the White Lyon. 

Thomas Moone Captaine of the Francis. 

John Rivers Captaine of the Vantage, 

John Vaughan Captaine of the Drake, 

John Varney Captaine of the George. 

John Martin Captaine of the Benjamin. 

Edward Gilman Captaine of the Skout. 

Richard Hawkins Captaine of the Galiot called the Ducke. 

Bit held Captaine of the Swallow. 

After our going hence, which was the fourteenth of September, m the 
yeere of our Lord 1585. and taking our course towards Spaine, wee rum the 
winde for a fewe dayes somewhat skant, and sometimes calme. And being 
arrived neere that part of Spaine, which is called the Moores, wee happene 
to espie divers sailes, which kept their course dose by the shore, the weather 
being faire and calme. The Generali caused the Viceadmirall to goe wi 
the pinnesses well manned to see what they were, who upon sight ot the 
said pinnesses approching neere unto them, abandoned for the most part a 
their ships (being Frenchmen) laden all with salt, and boundI homewar s 
into F ranee, amongst which ships (being all of small burthen) there u as one 
so wel liked, which also had no man in her, as being brought unto ye 
he thought good to make stay of her for the service, meaning to pay tor ner, 
as also accordingly he performed at our returne : which barke was caiiea 
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the Drake. The rest of these ships (being eight or nine) were dismissed 
without any thing at all taken from them. Who being afterwardes put 
somewhat farther off from the shore, by the contrariety of the wind, we 
happened to meet with some other French ships, full laden with Newland 
fish, being upon their returne homeward from the said Newfoundland : 



whom the Generali after some speech had with them (and seeing plainly 
that they were Frenchmen) dismissed, without once suffering any man to 
go aboord of them . k 

The day following standing in with the shore agame, we discned another 
tall ship of twelve score tunnes or thereaboutes, upon whom Master Carliel 
the Lieutenant generall being in the Tygar, undertooke the chase, whom 
also anon after the Admirall followed, and the Tygar having caused the 
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said strange ship to strike her sailes, kept her there without suffering any 
body to go aboard untill the Admirall was come up : who forthwith sending 
for the Master, and divers others of their principal! men, and causing them 
to be severally examined, found the ship and goods to be belonging to the 
inhabitants or S. Sebastian in Spaine, but the mariners to bee for the most 
part belonging to S. John de Luz, and the Passage. In this ship was great 
store of dry Newland fish, commonly called with us Poore John, whereof 
afterwards (being thus found a lawful! prize} there was distribution made 
into all the ships of the fleet, the same being so new and good, as it did very 
greatly bestead us in the whole course of our voyage. A day or two after 
the taking of this ship, we put in within the Isles of Bayon, for lacke of 
favou rable wind : where wee had no sooner ankered some part of the fleete, 
but the Generali commanded all the pinnesses with the shipboats to be 
manned, and every man to be furnished with such armes as were needful 
for that present service ; which being done, the Generali put himselfe into 
his gallie, which was also well furnished, and rowing towards the city of 
Bayon, with intent, and the favour of the Almighty to surprise it, before 
we had advanced one halfe league of our way, there came a messenger being 
an English merchant from the Govemour, to see what strange fleet we 
were, who came to our General, conferred a while with him, and after a 
small time spent, our Generali called for Captaine Sampson, and willed him 
to go to the Governour of the citie, to resolve him of two points. The 
first, to know if there were any warres betweene Spaine and England. The 
second, why our marchants with their goods were embarged or arrested. 
Thus departed captain Sampson with the said messenger to the citie, where 
he found the govemour & people much amazed of such a sudden accident. 

The Generali with the advise and counsell of M. Carleil his Lieutenant 
general!, who was in the galley with him, thought not good to make any 
stand, till such time as they were within the shot of the citie, where they 
might bee ready upon the returne of Captaine Sampson, to make a sudden 
attempt if cause did require before it were darke* 

Captaine Sampson returned with his message in this sort. First, touching 
peace or warres the Governour said he knew of no warres, and that it lay 
not in him to make any, hee being so meane a subject as he was. And as 
for the stay of the merchants with their goods, it was the kings pleasure, 
but not with intent to endomage any man. And that the kings counter- 
commandement was (which had bene received in that place some sevennight 
before} that English merchants with their goods should be discharged : for 
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the more verifying wherof, he sent such merchants as were in the towne of 
our nation, who traffiqued those parts : which being at large declared to 
our General by them, counsell was taken what might best be done. And 
for that the night approched, it was thought needful to land our forces, 
which was done in the shutting up of the day, & having quartered our 
selves to our most advantage, with sufficient gard upon every strait, we 
thought to rest our selves for that night there. The Governour sent us 
some refreshing, as bread, wine, oyle, apples, grapes, marmalad and such 
like. About midnight the weather beganne to overcast, insomuch that it 
was thought meeter to repaire aboord, then to make any longer abode on 
land, and before wee could recover the Fleete, a great tempest arose, which 
caused many of our shippes to drive from their anker-hold, and some were 
forced to sea in great perill, as the barke Talbot, the barke Hawkins, and 
the Speedewell, which Speedewel was onely driven into England, the others 
recovered us againe : the extremitie of the storme lasted three dayes, which 
no sooner began to asswage, but M. Carleil our Lieutenant eenerall was 
sent with his owne shippe and three others : as also with the gailie and with 
divers pinnesses, to see what he might doe above Vigo, where hee tooke 
many boates and some caravels, diversly laden with things of small value, 
but chiefly with houshold stuffe, running into the high countrey, and 
amongst the rest, he found one boat laden with the principal church-stuffe 
of the high Church of Vigo, where also was their great crosse of silver, of 
very faire embossed worke, and double gilt all over, having cost them a 
great masse of money. They complained to have lost in all kind of goods 
above thirty thousand duckets in this place. 

The next day the Generali with his whole fleete went from up the Isles 
of Bayon, to a very good harbour above Vigo, where M. Carleil stayed his 
commin^, aswell for the more quiet riding of his ships, as also for the good 
commoditie of fresh watering, which the place there did afourd full well. 
In the meane time the Governour of Galicia had reared such forces as hee 
might, his numbers by estimate were some two thousand foot, and three 
hundred horse, and marched from Bayon to this part of the countrey, which 
lay in sight of our fleete, where making a stand, he sent to parley with our 
Generali, which was granted by our Generali, so it might bee in boats upon 
the water : and for safetie of their persons, there were pledges delivered on 
both sides : which done, the Governor of Galicia put himselfe with two 
others into our Viceadmirals skiffe, the same having bene sent to the shore 
for him, and in like sort our Generali went in his owne skiffe ; where it 
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was by them agreed, we should furnish our selves with fresh water, to be 
taken by our owne people quietly on the land, and have all other such 
necessaries, paying for the same, as the place would affourd. 

When all our businesse was ended, wee departed, and tooke our way by 
the Islands of Canaria, which are esteemed some three hundred leagues 
from this part of Spaine, and falling purposely with Palma, with intention 



to have taken our pleasure of that place, for the full digesting of many things 
into order, and the better furnishing our store with such severall good things 
as it affourdeth very abundantly, we were forced by the vile Sea-gate, which 
at that present fell out, and by the naughtinesse of the landing P^e, being 
but one, and that under the favour of manv platformes well furnished wi 
great ordinance, to depart with the receit of many of their Canon-shot, some 
into our ships, and some besides, some of them being in very deede 
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Canon high. But the only or chiefe mischiefe was the dangerous sea-surge, 
which at shore all alongst plainly threatned the overthrow of as many 
pinnesses and boates, as for that time should have attempted any landing 
at all. 

Now seeing the expectation of this attempt frustrated by the causes 
aforesaid, we thought it meeter to fall with the Isle Hierro, to see if we 
could find any better fortune : and comming to the Island, we landed a 
thousand men in a valley under a high mountaine, where we stayed some 
two or three houres, in which time the inhabitants, accompanied with a yong 
fellow borne in England, who dwelt there with them, came unto us, shewing 
their state to be so poore, that they were all ready to starve, which was not 
untrue : and therefore without any thing gotten, we were all commanded 
presently to imbarke, so as that night wee put off to sea Southsoutheast along 
towards the coast of Barbary. 

Upon Saturday in the morning, being the 13. of November, we fell with 
Cape Blanke, which is a low land and shallow water, where we catched 
store of fish, and doubling the Cape, we put into the Bay, where we found 
certaine French ships of warre, whom wee entertained with great courtesie, 
and there left them. This afternoone the whole fleet assembled, which was 
a little scattered about their fishing, and put from thence to the Isles of Cape 
Verde, sailing till the 16. of the same moneth in the morning, on which 
day we discried the Island of S. Iago, and in the evening we ankered the 
fleet between the towne called the Playa or Praya, and S. Iago, where we 
put on shore 1000. men or more, under the leading of M. Christopher 
Carleil Lieutenant general, who directed the service most like a wise 
commander. The place where we had first to march did affourd no good 
order, for the ground was mountainous & full of dales, being a very stony 
and troublesome passage ; but such was his industrious disposition, as he 
would never leave, untill wee had gotten up to a faire plain, where we made 
stand for the assembling of the army. And when we were al gathered 
together upon the plaine, some 2 miles from the town, the lieutenant general 
thought good not to make attempt til daylight : because there was not one 
that could serve for guid or giving knowledge at al of ye place. And therfore 
after having wel rested, even halfe an houre before day, he commanded the 
army to be divided into 3 special! parts, such as he appointed, wheras before 
we had marched by several companies, being therunto forced by the badnesse 
of the way as is aforesaid. 

Now by the time wee were thus ranged into a very brave order, daylight 
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began to appeare, and being advanced hard to the wall, we saw no enemie 
to resist, whereupon the Lieutenant gene rail appointed Captaine Sampson 
with thirtie shot, and Captaine Barton with other thirtie, to goe down* into 
the towne which stood in the valley under us, and might very plainely bee 
viewed all over from that place where the whole Army was now arrived : 
and presently after these Captaines was sent the great ensigne, which had 
nothing in it but the plaine English crosse, to be placed towardes the Sea, 
that our Fleet might see Saint Georges cross florish in the enemies fortresse. 
Order was given that all the ordinance throughout the towne and upon all 
the platformes, which were above fiftie pieces all ready charged, should be 
shot off in honour of the Queenes Majesties coronation day, being the 
seventeenth of November, after the yeerely custome of England, which was 
so answered againe by the ordinance out of all the ships in the fleete which 
now was come neere, as it was strange to heare such a thundering noyse 
last so long together. In this meane while the Lieutenant gene rail held 
till the most part of his force on the hiil top, till such time as the towne 
was quartered out for the lodging of the whole Armie : which being done 
every captaine tooke his own quarter, and in the evening was placed such 
a sufficient gard upon every part of the towne that we had no cause to feare 
any present enemie. 

Thus we continued in the citie the space of 14. dayes, taking such spoiles 
as the place yeelded, which were for the most part, wine. Gyle, meale, and 
some such like things for victual!, as vineger, olives, and some such other 
trash, as merchandise for their Indians trades. But there was not found 
any treasure at all, or any thing else of worth besides. 

The situation of S. lago is somewhat strange, in forme like a triangle, 
having on the East and West sides two mountaines of rocke and cliffe, as 
it were hanging over it, upon the top of which two mountaines were builded 
certaine fortifications to preserve the towne from any harme that might bee 
offered, as in a plot is plainely shewed. From thence, on the South side 
of the towne is the maine sea, and on the North side, the vallev lying 
betweene the foresayd mountaines, wherein the towne standeth : the said 
valley & towne both do grow very narrow, insomuch that the space betweene 
the two ciiffes of this end of the towne is estimated not to be above 10. or 
12. score over. 

In the middest of the valley commeth downe a riveret, rill, or brooke of 
fresh water, which hard by the sea side maketh a pond or poole, whereout 
our ships were watered with very great ease and pleasure. Somewhat above 
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the towne on the North side betweene the two mountains, the valley waxeth 
somewhat larger then at the townes end, which valley is wholly converted 
into gardens and orchards well replenished with divers sorts of fruites, herbes 
and trees, as lymmons, orenges, sugar-canes, cochars or cochos nuts, plantans, 
potato-rootes, cucumbers, small and round onions, garlicke, and some other 
things not now remembered, amongst which the cochos nuts, and plantans 
are very pleasant fruites, the saide cochos hath a hard shell and a greene 
huske over it, as hath our walnut, but it farre exceedeth in greatnesse, for 
this cochos in his greene huske is bigger than any mans two nstes : of the 
hard shell many drinking cups are made here in England, and set in silver 
as I have often seene. 

Next within this hard shell is a white rine resembling in shewe very much 
even as any thing may do, to the white of an egge when it is hard boyled. 
And within this white of the nut lyeth a water, which is whitish and very 
deere, to the quantitie of halfe a pynt or thereaboutes, which water and 
white rine before spoken of, are both of a very coole fresh tast, and as pleasing 
as any thing may be. I have heard some hold opinion, that it is vei j restorative. 

The plantan groweth in cods, somewhat like to beanes, but is bigger and 
longer, and much more thicke together on the stalke, and when it waxeth 
ripe, the meate which filleth the rine of the cod becommeth yellow, and is 
exceeding sweet and pleasant. 

In this time of our being there hapned to come a Portugall to the Westerne 
fort, with a flag of truce, to whom Captaine Sampson was sent with Captaine 
Goring, who comming to the said messenger, he first asked them what 
nation they were, they answered Englishmen, hee then required to knowe 
if warres were betweene England and Spaine, to which they answered that 
they knew not, but if he would goe to their Generali he could best resolve 
him of such particulars, and for his assurance of passage and repassage, these 
Captaines made offer to ingage their credits, which he refused for that he 
was not sent from his Governor. Then they told him, if his Governor did 
desire to take a course for the common benefit of the people and countrey, 
his best way were to come and present himselfe unto our noble and mercifull 
Governour sir Francis Drake, whereby hee might bee assured to find favour, 
both for himselfe and the inhabitantes. Otherwise within three dayes wee 
should march over the land, and consume with fire all inhabited places, and 
put to the sword all such living soules as wee shoulde chance upon : so thus 
much he tooke for the conclusion of his answere, and departing, hee promised 
to retume the next day, but we never heard more of him. 
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Upon the foure and twentieth of November, the Generali accompanied 
with the lieutenant generall and sixe hundred men marched foorth to a 
village twelve miles within the land, called Saint Domingo, where the 
Governour and the Bishoppe with all the better sort were lodged, and by 
eight of the clocke wee came to it, finding the place abandoned, and the 
people fled into the mountaines : so we made stand a while to ease our 
selves, and partly to see if any would come to speake to us. 

After we had well rested our selves, the Generall commaunded the 
troupes to march away homewards, in which retreat the enemie shewed 
themselves, both horse and foote, though not such force as durst encounter 
us : and so in passing sometime at the gase with them, it waxed late and 
towards night before we could recover home to S. Iago. 

On Munday the sixe and twentieth of November, the Generall com¬ 
maunded all the pinnesses with the boates, to use all diligence to imbarke 
the Armie into such shippes as every man belonged. The Lieutenant 
generall in like sort commanded Captaine Goring and Lieutenant Tucker, 
with one hundred shot to make a stand in the market place, untill our forces 
were wholly imbarked, the viceadmiral making stay with his pinnesse & 
certaine boats in the harbour, to bring the sayd last companie aboord the 
ships. Also the Generall willed forthwith the gallie with two pinnesses to 
take into them the company of Captaine Barton, and the company or 
Captaine Bigs, under the leading of captaine Sampson, to seeke out such 
munition as was hidden in the ground, at the towne of Praya or Playa, 
having bene promised to be shewed it by a prisoner, which was taken the 
day before. 

The Captaines aforesayd comming to the Playa, landed their men, and 
having placed the troupe in their best strength, Captaine Sampson tooke the 
prisoner, and willed him to shewe that hee had promised, the which he could 
not, or at least would not : but they searching all suspected places, found 
two pieces of ordinance, one of yron, an other of brasse. In the after noone 
the Generall ankered with the rest of the Fleet before the Playa, comming 
himselfe ashore, willing us to bume the towne and make all haste aboord, 
the which was done by sixe of the clocke the same day, and our selves 
imbarked againe the same night, and so we put off to Sea Southwest. 

But before our departure from the towne of S. Iago, wee established 
orders for the better government of the Army, every man mustered to his 
captaine, and othes were ministred to acknowledge her Majestie supreme 
Governour, as also every man to doe his uttermost endevour to advance the 
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service of the action, and to yeeld due obedience unto the directions of the 
Generali and his officers. By this provident counsell, and laying downe 
this good foundation before hand, all things went forward in a due course, 
to the atchieving of our happy enterprise. 

In all the time of our being here, neither the Governour for the king 
of Spaine, (which is a Portugall) neither the Bishop, whose authoritie is 
great, neither the inhabitants of the towne, or Island ever came at us (which 
we expected they should have done) to intreate us to leave them some part 
of their necdfull provisions, or at the least, to spare the ruining of their towne 
at our going away. The cause 
of this their unreasonable distrust 
(as I doe take it) was the fresh 
remembrance of the great wrongs 
they had done to old M. William 
Hawkins of Plimmouth, in the 
voyage he made 4. or 5. yeercs 
before, when as they did both 
breake their promise, and mur- 
thcred many of his men, whereof 
I judge you have understood, & 
therefore it is needlesse to be 
repeated. But since they came 
not at us, we left written in 
sundry places, as also in the 
spittle house, (which building 
was only appointed to be spared) 
the great discontentment & scorne we tooke at this their refraining to come 
unto us, as also at the rude maner of killing, & savage kind of handling 
the dead body of one of our boyes found by them stragfing al alone, from 
whom they had taken his head and heart, and had stragled the other bowels 
about the place, in a most brutish and beastly maner. 

In revenge whereof at our departing we consumed with fire all the houses, 
aswcll in the countrey which we saw, as in the towne of S. Iago. 

From hence putting off to the West Indies, wee were not many dayes 
at Sea, but there beganne among our people such mortalitie, as in fewe dayes 
there were dead above two or three hundred men. And until some seven 
or eight dayes after our comming from S. Iago, there had not died any one 
man of sidenesse in all the fleete : the sicknesse shewed not his infection 
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wherewith so many were stroken, untill we were departed thence, and then 
seazed our people with extreme hot burning and continuall agues, whereof 
very fewe escaped with life, and yet those for the most part not without 
great alteration and decay of their wittes and strength for a long time after. 
In some that died were plainely shewed the small spots, which are often 
found upon those that be infected with the plague : wee were not above 
eighteene dayes in passage betweene the sight of Saint Iago aforesaid, and 
the Island of Dominica, being the first Island of the West Indies that we 
fell withall, the same being inhabited with savage people, which goe all 
naked, their skinne coloured with some painting of a reddish tawney, very 
personable and handsome strong men, who doe admit litle conversation with 
the Spanyards : for as some of our people might understand them, they had 
a Spaniard or twaine prisoners with them, neither doe I thinke that there 
is any safetie for any of our nation, or any other to be within the limits of 
their commandement, albeit they used us very kindly for those few houres 
of time which wee spent with them, helping our folkes to fill and carry on 
their bare shoulders fresh water from the river to our ships boates, and 
fetching from their houses great store of Tabacco, as also a kind of bread 
which they fed on, called Cassavi, very white and savourie, made of the 
rootes of Cassavi. In recompence whereof, we bestowed liberall rewards 
of glasse, coloured beades, and other things, which we had found at Saint 
Iago, wherewith (as it seemed) they rested very greatly satisfied, and shewed 
some sorowfull countenance when they perceived that we would depart. 

From hence wee went to another Island Westward of it, called Saint 
Christophers Island, wherein we spent some dayes of Christmas, to refresh 
our sicke people, and to cleanse and ayre our ships. In which Island were 
not any people at all that we could heare of. 

In which time by the General it was advised and resolved, with the 
consent of the Lieutenant generall, the Vice-admiral, and all the rest of 
the Captaines to proceede to the great Islande of Hispaniola, aswell for that 
we knewe our selves then to bee in our best strength, as also the rather 
allured thereunto, by the glorious fame of the citie of S. Domingo, being 
the ancientest and chiefe inhabited place in all the tract of Countrey 
thereabouts. And so proceeding in this determination, by the way we 
mette a small Frigat, bound for the same place, the which the Vice-admirall 
tooke : and having duely examined the men that were in her, there was 
one found, by whom wee were advertised, the Haven to be a barren Haven, 
and the shore or land thereof to bee well fortified having a Castle thereupon 
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furnished with great store of Artillerie, without the danger whereof was 
no convenient landing place within ten English miles of the Citie, to which 
the sayd Pilot tooke upon him to conduct us. 

All things being thus considered on, the whole forces were commaunded 
n the Evening to embarke themselves in Pinnesses, boats, and other small 
barkes appoynted for this service. Our souldiers being thus imbarked, the 
Generali put himselfe into the barke Francis as Admirall, and all this night 
we lay on the sea, bearing small saile untili our arrivall to the landing place, 
which was about the breaking of the day, and so we landed, being Newyeeres 
day, nine or ten miles to the Westwards of that brave Citie of S. Domingo : 
for at that time nor yet is knowen to us any landing place, where the sea- 
surge doth not threaten to overset a Pinnesse or boate. Our Generali having 
seene us all landed in safetie, returned to his Fleete, bequeathing us to God, 
and the good conduct of Master Carliell our Lieutenant Generali : at which 
time, being about eight of the clocke, we began to march, and about noone 
time, or towards one of the clocke, we approched the towne, where the 
Gentlemen and those of the better sort, being some hundred and fiftie brave 
horses or rather more, began to present themselves ; but our small shot 
played upon them, which were so susteined with good proportion of pikes 
in all parts, as they finding no part of our troope unprepared to receive them 
(for you must understand they viewed all round about) they were thus 
driven to give us leave to proceed towards the two gates of the towne, which 
were the next to the seaward. They had manned them both, and planted 
their ordinance for that present, and sudden alarme without the gate, and 
also some troopes of small shot in Ambuscado upon the hie way side. We 
divided our whole force, being some thousand or twelve hundred men into 
two partes, to enterprise both the gates at one instant, the Lieutenant 
Generali having openly vowed to Captaine Powel (who led the troope that 
entred the other gate) that with Gods good favour he would not rest untill 
our meeting in the market place. 

Their ordinance had no sooner discharged upon our neere approch, and 
made some execution amongst us, though not much, but the Lieutenant 
generall began forthwith to advance both his voice of encouragement, and 
pace of marching : the first man that was slaine with the ordinance being 
very neere unto himselfe : and thereupon hasted all that hee might, to 
keepe them from the recharging of the ordinance. And notwithstanding 
their Ambuscados, we marched or rather ran so roundly in to them, as pell 
mell wee entred the gates, and gave them more care every map to $ave 
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himselfe by flight, then reason to stand any longer to their broken fight. 
Wee forthwith repayred to the market place : but to be more truely under¬ 
stood, a place of very faire spacious square ground, whither also came as 
had bene agreed Captaine Powel with the other troope : which place with 
some part next unto it, we strengthened with Barricados, and there as the 
most convenient place assured our selves, the Citie being farre too spacious 
for so small and weary a troope to undertake to guarde. Somewhat after 
midnight, they who had the guard of the Castle, hearing us busie about the 
gates of the said Castle, abandoned the same : some being taken prisoners, 
and some fleeing away by the helpe of boates to the other side of the Haven, 
and so into the countrey. 

The next day we quartered a litle more at large, but not into the halfe 
part of the towne, ana so making substantiall trenches, and planting all the 
ordinance, that ech part was correspondent to other, we held this towne the 
space of one moneth. 

In the which time happened some accidents, more then are well re- 
membred for the present, but amongst other things, it chanced that the 
Generali sent on his message to the Spanyards a Negro boy with a flagge 
of white, signifying truce, as is the Spanyards ordinarie maner to doe there, 
when they approch to speake to us : which boy unhappily was first mctte 
withall by some of those, who had bene belonging as officers for the King 
in the Spanish Galley, which with the Towne was lately fallen into our 
hands, who without all order or reason, & contrary to that good usage 
wherewith wee had intertained their messengers, furiously strooke the poore 
boy thorow the body with one of their horsemens staves : with which 
wound the boy returned to the General, and after hee had declared the 
maner of this wrongfull crueltie, died foorthwith in his presence, wherewith 
the Generali being greatly passioned, commaunded the Provost Martiall, 
to cause a couple of Friers then prisoners, to be caried to the same place 
where the boy was stroken, accompanied with sufficient guard of our 
souldiers, and there presently to be hanged, dispatching at the same instant 
another poore prisoner, with this reason wherefore this execution was done, 
& with this message further, that until the party who had thus murdered 
the Generals messenger were delivered into our nands, to receive condigne 
punishment, there should no day passe, wherein there should not two 
prisoners be hanged, until they were all consumed which were in our hands. 

Whereupon the day following, hee that had bene Captaine of the kings 
Galley, brought the offender to the townes end, offring to deliver him into 
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our hands ; but it was thought to be a more honourable revenge to make 
them there in our sight, to performe the execution themselves : which was 
done accordingly. 

During our Deing in this towne, as formerly also at S. Iago there had 
passed justice upon die life of one of our owne company for an odious matter, 
so heere likewise was there an Irishman hanged, for the murthering of his 
Corporall. 

In this time also passed many treaties betweene their Commissioners and 
us, for ransome of their Citie ; but upon disagreements we still spent the 
early mornings in fiering the outmost houses : but they being built very 
magnificently of stone, with high loftes, gave us no small travell to mine 
them. And albeit for divers dayes together we ordeined ech morning by 
day breake, until the heat began at nine of the docke, that two hundred 
Mariners did nought els but labour to fire and burne the said houses without 
our trenches, whilst the souldiers in a like proportion stood forth for their 
guard : yet did wee not, or could not in this time consume so much as one 
third part of the towne : which towne is plainely described and set forth 
in a certaine Map. And so in the end, what wearied with firing, and what 
hastened by some other respects, wee were contented to accept of five and 
twentie thousand Ducats of five shillings sixe pence the peece, for the 
ransome of the rest of the towne. 

Amongst other things which happened and were found at S. Domingo, 
I may not omit to let the world know one very notable marke & token of 
the unsatiable ambition of the Spanish king and his nation, which was found 
in the kings house, wherein the chiefe governour of that Citie and Countrey 
is appoynted alwayes to lodge, which was this : In the comming to the 
Hall or other roomes of this house, you must first ascend up by a faire large 
paire of staires ; at the head of which staires is a handsome spacious place 
to walke in, somewhat like unto a gallery : wherein upon one of the wals, 
right over against you as you enter the said place, so as your eye cannot 
escape the sight of it, there is described & painted in a very large Scutchion 
the armes of the king of Spaine, and in the lower part of the said Scutchion, 
there is likewise described a Globe, conteining in it the whole circuit of the 
sea and the earth wherupon is a horse standing on his hinder part within 
the globe, and the other fore-part without the globe, lifted up as it were to 
leape, with a scroll painted in his mouth, wherein was written these words 
in Latin, Non sufficit orbis : which is as much to say, as the world sufficeth 
not. Whereof the meaning was required to be knowen of some of those 
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of the better sort, that came in commission to treate upon the ransome of 
the towne, who would shake their heads, and turne aside their countenance 
in some smyling sort, without answering any thing, as greatlv ashamed 
thereof. For by some of our company it was tolde them, that if the Queene 
of England would resolutely prosecute the warres against the king of Spaine, 

hee should be forced to lay aside 
that proude and unreasonable 
reaching vaine of his : for hee 
should finde more then inough 
to doe to keepe that which hee 
had alreadie, as by the present 
example of their lost towne they 
might for a beginning perceive 
well inough. 

Now to the satisfying of some 
men, who marvell greatly that 
such a famous and goodly builded 
Citie so well inhabited of gallant 
people, very brave in their ap- 
parell (whereof our souldiers 
found good store for their reliefe) 
should afoord no greater riches 
then was found there : herein it 
is to be understood that the Indian 
people, which were the naturals 
"of this whole Island of Hispaniola 
(the same being neere hand as 
great as England) were many 
yeeres since deane consumed by 
the tyrannie of the Spanyards, 
which was ye cause, that for 
lacke of people to worke in the Mines, the golde and silver Mines of 
this Island are wholy given over, and thereby they are faine in this Island 
to use Copper money, whereof was found very great quantitie. The 
chiefe trade of this place consisteth of Sugar and Ginger, which groweth 
in the Island, and of Hides of oxen and kine, which in this waste 
countrey of the Island are bredde in infinite numbers, the soyle being 
very fertile : and the sayd beasts are fedde up to a very large grouth, and so 
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killed for nothing so much, as for their Hides aforesayd. Wee found heere 
great store of strong wine, sweete oyle, vineger, olives, and other such like 
provisions, as excellent Wheate-meale packed up in wine-pipes and other 
caske, and other commodities likewise, as Woollen and Linnen cloth, and 
some Silkes : all which provisions are brought out of Spaine, and served us 
for great reliefe. There was but a little Plate or vessell of Silver, in com¬ 
parison of the great pride in other things of this towne, because in these 
hotte Countreys they use much of those earthen dishes finely painted or 
varnished, which they call Porcellana, which is had out of the East India : 
& for their drinking, they use glasses altogether, whereof they make excellent 
good and faire in the same place. But yet some plate we found, and many 
other good things, as their houshold garniture very gallant and rich, which 
had cost them deare, although unto us they were of small importance. 

From Saint Domingo we put over to the maine or firme land, and going 
all alongst the coast, we came at the last in sight of Cartagena, standing upon 
the sea side, so neere, as some of our barks in passing alongst, approched 
within the reach of their Culverin shot, which they had planted upon 
certaine platformes. The Harbour mouth lay some three miles toward the 
Westward of the towne, whereinto wee entred about three or foure of the 
docke in the afternoone without any resistance of ordinance, or other im¬ 
peachment planted upon the same. In the Evening we put our selves on 
land towards the harbour mouth, under the leading of Master Carliell our 
Lieutenant Generali, who after hee had digested us to march forwarde about 
midnight, as easily as foote might fall, expresly commanded us to keepe close 
by the sea-wash of the shore for our best & surest way, whereby we were 
like to goe through, and not to misse any more of the way, which once wee 
had lost within an houre after our first beginning to march, through the 
slender knowledge of him that tooke upon him to be our guide, whereby 
the night spent on, which otherwise must have bene done by resting. But 
as we came within some two miles of the towne, their horsemen which 
were some hundred, met us, and taking the alarme, retired to their townward 
againe upon the first volley of our shot that was given them : for the place 
where wee encountred being wooddy and bushy even to the water side was 
unmeete for their service. # . 

At this instant we might heare some pieces of Artilleric discharged, with 
divers small shot towards the harbour, which gave us to understand, according 
to the order set downe in the Evening before by our Generali, that the Vicc- 
admirall accompanied with Captaine Venner, Captaine White, and Captaine 
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Crosse, with other sea Captaines, and with divers Pinnesses and boates should 
give some attempt unto the litle Fort standing on the entrie of the inner 
Haven, neere adjoyning to the towne, though to small purpose, for that the 
place was strong, and the entry very narrow was chained over : so as there 
could be nothing gotten by the attempt, more than the giving of them an 
alarme on that other side of the Haven being a mile and a halfe from the 
place we now were at. In which attempt the Vice-admirall had the rudder 
of his skiffe stroken through with a Saker shot, and a litle or no harme 
received elsewhere. 

The troopes being now in their march, halfe a myle behither the Towne 
or lesse, the ground we were on grewe to bee streight, and not above fiftie 
paces over, having the maine Sea on the one side of it, and the harbour- 
water or inner sea (as you may tearme it) on the other side, which in the 
plot is plainely shewed. This streight was fortified cleane over with a stone 
wall and a aitch without it : the sayd wall being as orderly built with 
flanking in every part, as can be set downe. There was onelv so much of 
this streight unwalled, as might serve for the issuing of the horsemen, or 
the passing of caryage in time of neede : but this unwalled part was not 
without a very good Barricado of wine-buts or pipes, filled with earth, full 
and thicke as they might stand on ende one by another, some part of them 
standing even within the maine sea. . 

This place of strength was furnished with sixe great peeces, Demi- 
culverins, and Sakers, which shotte directly in front upon us as wee 
approched. Now without this wall upon the inner side of the streight, 
they had brought likewise two great Galleis with their prowes to the shore, 
having planted in them eleven peeces of ordinance, which did beate all 
crosse the streight, and flanked our comming on. In these two Galleis 
were planted three or foure hundred small shot, and on the land in the 
guard onely of this place, three hundred shot and pikes. . 

They in this their full readinesse to receive us, spared not their shot both 
great and small. But our Lieutenant generall, taking the advantage of the 
darke (the day light as yet not broken out) approched by the lowest ground, 
according to the expresse direction which himselfe had formerly Sj v< “ n > 
same being the sea-wash shore, where the water was somewhat fallen, so 
as most of all their shot was in vaine. Our Lieutenant generall commanded 
our shot to forbeare shooting untill we were come to the wall side, and so 
with pikes roundly together we approched the place, where we soone found 
out the Barricados of pipes or buts, to be the meetest place for our assault, 
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which, notwithsianding it was well furnished with pikes and shot, was 
without staying attempted by us : downe went the buts of earth, and pell 
mell came our swordes and pikes together, after our shot had first given 
their volley, even at the enemies nose. Our pikes were somewhat longer 
then theirs, and our bodies better armed ; for very few of them were armed : 
with which advantage our swordes and pikes grew too hard for them, and 
they driven to give place. In this furious entry, the Lieutenant generall 
slew with his owne hands the chiefe Ensigne bearer of the Spaniards, who 
fought very manfully to his lives end. 

We followed into the towne with them, and giving them no leasure to 
breath, we wanne the Market-place, albeit they made head, and fought a 
while before we got it, and so wee being once seazed and assured of that, 
they were content to suffer us to lodge within their towne, and themselves 
to goe to their wives, whom they had caryed into other places of the countrey 
before our comming thither. 

At every streetes end they had raised very fine Barricados of earth-workes, 
with trenches without them, as well made as ever we saw any worke done : 
at the entring whereof was some litle resistance, but soone overcome it was, 
with few slaine or hurt. They had joyned with them many Indians, whom 
they had placed in corners of advantage, all bowmen, with their arrowes 
most villanously empoysoned, so as if they did but breake the skinne, the 
partie so touched died without great marvell : some they slew of our people 
with their arrowes : some they likewise mischieved to death with certaine 
pricks of small sticks sharply pointed, of a foote and a halfe long, the one 
ende put into the ground, the other empoysoned, sticking fast up, right 
against our comming in the way, as we should approch from our landing 
towardes the towne, whereof they had planted a wonderfull number in the 
ordinarie way : but our keeping the sea-wash shore missed the greatest part 
of them very happily. 

I overpasse many particular matters, as the hurting of Captaine Sampson 
at sword blowes in the first entring, unto whom was committed the charge 
of the pikes of the Vantguard by his lot and tume ; as also of the taking 
of Alonso Bravo the chiefe commander of that place by Captaine Goring, 
after the said captaine had first hurt him with his sword : unto which 
Captaine was committed the charge of the shot of the savd Vantguard. 

Captaine Winter was likewise by his tume of the Vantguard in this 
attempt, where also the Lieutenant generall marched himselfe : the said 
Captaine Winter through a great desire to serve by land, having now 
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exchanged his charge by sea with Captaine Cecil for his band of 
footemen. 

Captaine Powel the Sergeant maior had by his turne the charge of the 
foure companies which made the battaile. 

Captaine Morgan, who at S. Domingo was of the Vantguard, had now 
by turne his charge upon the companies of the Rereward 

Every man as well of one part as of another, came so willingly on to the 
service, as the enemie was not able to endure the furie of such hot assault. 

We stayed here sixe weekes, and the sicknesse with mortalitie before 
spoken of still continued among us, though not with the same furie as at 
the first : and such as were touched with the sayde sicknesse, escaping 
death, very few or almost none could recover their strength : yea, many 
of them were much decayed in their memorie, insomuch that it was growen 
an ordinarie judgement, when one was heard to speake foolishly, to say he 
had bene sicke of the Calentura, which is the Spanish name of their burning 
Ague : for as I tolde you before, it is a very burning and pestilent ague. 
The originall cause thereof, is imputed to the Evening or first night ay re, 
which they tearme La serena, wherein they say and hold very firme opinion, 
that who so is then abroad in the open ayre, shall certainly be infected to 
the death, not being of the Indian or naturall race of those countrey people : 
by holding their watch, our men were thus subjected to the infectious ayre, 
which at S. Iago was most dangerous and deadly of all other places. 

With the inconvenience of continuall mortalitie, we were forced to give 
over our intended enterprise to goe with Nombre de Dios, and so overland 
to Panama, where we should have strooken the stroke for the treasure, and 
full recompence of our tedious travailes. And thus at Cartagena wee tooke 
our first resolution to retume homewardes. 

But while wee were yet there, it happened one day, that our watch 
called the Centinell, upon the Church-steeple, had discovered in the Sea a 
couple of small Barkes or Boates, making in with the Harbour of Carta¬ 
gena, whereupon Captaine Moone and Captaine Varney, with John 
Grant the Master of the Tyger, and some other Seamen, embarked them¬ 
selves in a couple of small Pinncsses, to take them before they should come 
nigh the shore, at the mouth of the Harbour, lest by some stragling Span- 
yardes from the Lande, they might bee warned by signes from comming in : 
which fell out accordingly, notwithstanding all the diligence that our men 
could use : for the Spamsn Boates, upon the sight of our Pinnesses comming 
towardes them, ranne themselves ashore, and so their men presently hidde 
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themselves in bushes hard by the Sea side, amongst some others that had 
called them by signes thither. Our men presently without any due regard 
had to the qualitie of the place, and seeing no man of the Spanyards to shew 
themselves, aboorded the Spanish Barkes or Boates, and so.standing all 
open in them, were suddenly shotte at by a troope of Spanyardes out of the 
bushes : by which volley of shotte there were slaine Captaine Varney, 
which dyed presently, and Captaine Moone, who dyed some fewe dayes 
after, besides some foure or five others that were hurt: and so our fmkes 
returned without their purpose, not having any sufficient number of souldiers 
with them to fight on shore. For those men they caryed were all Manners 
to rowe, few of them armed, because they made account with their ordinance 
to have taken the Barkes well enough at sea, which they might full easily 
have done, without any losse at all, if they had come in time to the harbour 
mouth, before the Spaniards boates had gotten so neere the shore. 

During our abode in this place, as also at S. Domingo, there passed 
divers courtesies betweene us and the Spaniards, as feasting, and using them 
with all kindnesse and favour : so as amongst others there came to see the 
Generali, the Governour of Cartagena, with the Bishop of the same, and 
divers other Gentlemen of the better sort. 

This towne of Cartagena we touched in the out parts, & consumed much 
with fire, as we had done S. Domingo upon discontentments, and for want or 
agreeing with us in their first treaties touching their ransome, which at the 
last was concluded between us, should be ioo. and ioooo. Ducats for that 
which was yet standing, the Ducat valued at five shillings sixe pence sterling. 

This towne though not halfe so bigge as S. Domingo, gives as you see, 
a farre greater ransome, being in very deede of farre more importance, by 
reason of the excellence of the Harbour, and the situation thereof, to 
serve the trade of Nombre de Dios and other places, and is inhabited with 
farre more richer Merchants. The other is chiefly inhabited with Lawyers 
and brave Gentlemen, being the chiefe or highest appeale of their suites in 
law of all the Islands about it, and of the maine land coast next unto it. 
And it is of no such accompt as Cartagena, for these and some other like 
reasons, which I could give you, over long to be now written. 

The warning which this towne received of our comming towards them 
from S. Domingo, by the space of twentie dayes before our arrivall here, 
was cause that they had both fortified and every way prepared for their best 
defence. As also that they had caried and conveyed away all their treasure 
and principall substance. 
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The ransome of an hundred & ten thousand Ducats thus concluded on, 
as is aforesaid, the same being written, and expressing for nothing more 
then the towne of Cartagena, upon the payment of the sayd ransome, we 
left the said towne, and drewe some part of our souldicrs into the Priorie or 
Abbey, standing a quarter of an English mile belowe the towne upon the 
harbour waterside, the same being walled with a wall of stone, which we 
told the Spaniards was yet ours, and not redeemed by their composition : 
whereupon they finding the defect of their contract, were contented to 
enter into another ransome for all places, but specially for the savde house, 
as also the Blockehouse or Castle, which is upon the mouth of* the inner 
harbour. And when wee asked as much for the one as for the other, they 
yeelded to give a thousand Crownes for the Abbey, leaving us to take our 
pleasure upon the Blockehouse, which they saya they were not able to 
ransome, having stretched themselves to the uttermost of their powers : and 
therefore the sayd Blockehouse was by us undermined, and so with gunne 
powder blowen up in pieces. 

While this latter contract was in making, our whole Fleete of ships fell 
downe towards the harbour mouth, where they anchored the third time, 
and imployed their men in fetching of fresh water aboord the ships for our 
voyage homewards, which water was had in a great well, that is in the 
Island by the harbour mouth : which Island is a very pleasant place as 
hath bene seene, having in it many sorts of goodly and very pleasant fruites, 
as the Orenge trees and others, being set orderly in walkes of great length 
together. Insomuch as the whole Island being some two or three miles 
about, is cast into grounds of gardening and orchards. 

After sixe weekes abode in this place, we put to sea the last of March, 
where after two or three dayes a great ship which we had taken at S. 
Domingo, and thereupon was called The new yeeres gift, fell into a great 
leake, being laden with ordinance, hides, and other spoyles, and in the 
night she lost the company of our Fleete} which being missed the next 
morning by the Generali, hee cast about with the whole Fleete, fearing some 
great mischance to bee happened unto her, as in very deede it so fell out : 
for her leake was so great, that her men were all tyred with pumping. But 
at the last having found her & the Bark Talbot in her company, which 
stayed by great hap with her, they were ready to take their men out of 
her, for the saving of them. Ana so the Generali being fully advertised 
of their great extremitie, made saile directly backe againe to Cartagena 
with the whole Fleete, where having staied eight or ten dayes more, about 
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the unlading of this ship, and the bestowing thereof and her men into 
other Ships, we departed once againe to Sea, directing our course to¬ 
wards the Cape S. Antony, being the Westermost part of Cuba, where 
wee arrived the seven and twentieth of Apnl. But because fresh water 
could not presently be found, we weyed anchor, and departed, think¬ 
ing in few dayes to recover the Matanqas, a place to the Eastward ot 

^After wee had sailed some fourteen dayes, wee were brought to Cape 
S. Anthony againe, through lacke of favourable wind ; but then our 
scarcity was growen such, as neede made us looke a litle better for water, 
which we found in sufficient quantitie, being indeede, as I judge, none other 
then raine water newly fallen, and gathered up by making pits in a plot of 
marrish ground, some three hundred pases from the sea side^ 

I doe wrong if I should forget the good example of the Generali at this 
place, who to encourage others, and to hasten the getting of fresh water 
aboord the ships, tooke no lesse paine himselfe then the meanest ; as also 
at S. Domingo, Cartagena, and all other places, having alwayes so vigilant 
a care and foresight in the good ordering of his Fleete, accompanying them, 
as it is sayde, with such wonderfull travell of body, as doubtlesse had he bene 
the meanest person, as hee was the chiefest, he had yet deserved the first 
place of honour : and no lesse happy doc we account him, for being asso¬ 
ciated with Master Carliel his Lieutenant generall, bv whose experience, 
prudent counsell, and gallant performance he atchieved so many and happy 
enterprises of the warre, by whom also he was very .greatly assisted, m 
setting downe the needfull orders, lawes, and course of justice, and the due 
administration of the same upon all occasions. 

After three dayes spent in watering our Ships, wee departed now the 
second time from this Cape of S. Anthony the thirteenth of May, and 
proceeding about the Cape of Florida, wee never touched any where ; but 
coasting alongst Florida, and keeping the shore still in sight, the 2o. of May 
early in the Morning wee descried on the shore a place built like a Beacon, 
which was in deede a scaffold upon foure long mastes raised on ende, 
for men to discover to the seaward, being in the latitude of thirde 
degrees, or very neere thereunto. Our Pinnesses manned, and comming 
to the shore, wee marched up alongst the river side, to see what place 
the enemie held there : for none amongst us had any knowledge thereof 

at Here the Generall tooke occasion to march with the companies himselfe 
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in person, the Lieutenant Generali having the Vantguard ; and going a 
mile up or somewhat more by the river side, we might discernc on the other 
side of the river over against us, a Fort which newly had bene built by the 
Spaniards : and some mile or thereabout above the Fort was a little Towne 
or Village without walles, built of woodden houses, as the Plot doeth 
plainely shew. Wee forthwith prepared to have ordinance for the batterie ; 
and one pecce was a litle before the Evening planted, and the first shot 
being made by the Lieutenant generall himselfe at their Ensigne, strake 
through the Ensigne, as wee afterwards understood by a French man, which 
came unto us from them. One shot more was then made, which strake the 
foote of the Fort wall, which was all massive timber of great trees like 
Mastes. The Lieutenant generall was determined to passe the river this 
night with 4. companies, and there to lodge himselfe intrenched as neere 
the Fort, as that he might play with his muskets and smallest shot upon anv 
that should appeare, and so afterwards to bring and plant the batterie with 
him : but the helpe of Mariners for that sudden to make trenches could not 
be had, which was the cause that this determination was remitted untill the 
next night. # # 

In the night the Lieutenant generall tooke a little rowing Skiffe, and 
halfe a dozen well armed, as Captaine Morgan, and Captaine Sampson, 
with some others besides the rowers, & went to view what guard the enemie 
kept, as also to take knowledge of the ground. And albeit he went as 
covertly as might be, yet the enemie taking ye Alarme, grew feareful that 
the whole force was approching to the assault, and therefore with all 
speede abandoned the place after the shooting of some of their peeces. They 
thus gone, and hee being returned unto us againe, but nothing knowing 
of their flight from their Fort, forthwith came a French man being a 
Phipher (who had bene prisoner with them) in a litle boate, playing on 
his Phiph the tune of the Prince of Orenge his song ; and being called 
unto by the guard, he tolde them before he put foote out of the boate, what 
he was himselfe, and how the Spaniards were gone from the Fort, offering 
either to remaine in hands there, or els to returne to the place with them 
that would goe. 

Upon this intelligence, the Generall, the Lieutenant generall, with some 
of the Captaines in one Skiffe, and the Vice-admirall with some others in 
his Skiffe and two or three Pinnesses furnished of souldiers with them, put 
presently over towards the Fort, giving order for the rest of the Pinnesses 
to follow. And in our approch, some of the enemie bolder then the rest, 
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having stayed behinde their company, shot off two peeces of ordinance at 
us : but on shore wee went, and entred the place without finding any man 
there. 

When the day appeared, we found it built all of timber, the walles being 
none other but whole Mastes or bodies of trees set up right and close 
together in maner of a pale, without any ditch as yet made, but wholly 
intended with some more time ; for they had not as yet finished al their 
worke, having begunne the same some three or foure moneths before : so 
as, to say the trueth, they had no reason to keepe it, being subject both to 
fire, and easie assault. 

The platforme whereon the ordinance lay, was whole bodies of long pine 
trees, whereof there is great plentie^ layd a crosse one on another, and some 
litle earth amongst. There were in it thirteene or fourteene great peeces 
of Brasse ordinance, and a chest unbroken up, having in it the value of 
some two thousand pounds sterling by estimation of the kings treasure, to 
pay the souldiers of that place, who were a hundred and fiftie men. 

The Fort thus wonne, which they called S. Johns Fort, and the day 
opened, wee assayed to goe to the towne, but could not by reason of some 
rivers and broken ground which was betwecnc the two places : and there¬ 
fore being enforced to imbarke againe into our Pinnesses, wee went thither 
upon the great maine river, which is called as also the Towne, by the name 
of S. Augustin. 

At our approching to land, there were some that began to shew them¬ 
selves, and to bestow some few shot upon us, but presently withdrew them¬ 
selves. And in their running thus away, the Sergeant Major finding one 
of their horses ready sadled and brideled, tooke the same to follow the 
chase ; and so overgoing all his company, was (by one layd behind a bush) 
shotte through the head : and falling downe therewith, was by the same 
and two or three more, stabbed in three or foure places of his body with 
swords and daggers, before any could come neere to his rescue. His death 
was much lamented, being in very deede an honest wise Gentleman, 
and a souldier of good experience, and of as great courage as any man 
might be. 

In this place called S. Augustin, we understood the king did keepe, as is 
before said, one hundred and fiftie souldiers, and at another place some 
dozen leagues beyond to the Northwards, called S. Helena, he did there 
likewise keepe an hundred and fiftie more, serving there for no other 
purpose, then to keepe all other nations from inhabiting any part of all that 
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coast; the governement whereof was committed to one Pedro Melendez 
Marquesse, nephew to that Melendez the Admiral, who had overthrowen 
Master John Hawkins in the bay of Mexico some seventeen or eighteene 
yeers agoe. This Governour had charge of both places, but was at this 
time in this place, and one of the first that left the same. 

Heere it was resolved in full assembly of Captaines, to undertake the 
enterprise of S. Helena, and from thence to seeke out the inhabitation of our 
English countrey men in Virginia, distant from thence some sixe degrees 
Northward. 

When wee came thwart of S. Helena, the sholds appearing dangerous, 
and we having no Pilot to undertake the entrie, it was thought meetest to 
goe hence alongst. For the Admirall had bene the same night in foure 
fadome and a halfc, three leagues from the shore : and yet wee understood 
by the helpe of a knowen Pilot, there may and doe goe in Ships of greater 
burthen and draught then any we had in our Fleete. 

We passed thus alongst the coast hard aboord the shore, which is shallow 
for a league or two from the shore, and the same is lowe and broken land 
for the most part. 

The ninth of June upon sight of one speciall great fire (which are very 
ordinarie all alongst this coast, even from the Cape of Florida hither) the 
Generali sent his Skiffe to the shore, where they found some of our English 
countreymen (that had bene sent thither the yeere before by Sir Walter 
Ralegh) and brought them aboord : by whose direction wee proceeded 
along to the place which they make their Port. But some of our ships being 
of great draught unable to enter, anchored without the harbour in a wilde 
roade at sea, about two miles from shore. 

From whence the General wrote letters to master Ralfe Lane, being 
governour of those English in Virginia, and then at his Fort about sixe 
leagues from the Rode in an Island which they call Roanoac, wherein 
especially he shewed how ready he was to supply his necessities and wants, 
which he understood of, by those he had first talked withall. 

The morrow after, Master Lane himselfe and some of his company 
comming unto him, with the consent of his captaines he gave them the choice 
of two offers, that is to say : Either he would leave a ship, a pinnesse, and 
certaine boates with sufficient Masters and Mariners, together furnished 
with a moneths victuall, to stay and make farther discovery of the countrey 
and coastes, and so much victuall likewise as might be sufficient for the 
bringing of them all (being an hundred and three persons) into England, if 
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they thought good after such time, with any other thing they would desire, 
and that he might be able to spare. 

Or els if they thought they had made sufficient discoverie already, and 
did desire to returne into England, he would give them passage. But they, 
as it seemed, being desirous to stay, accepted very thankefully and with 
great gladnesse, that which was offred first. Whereupon the ship being 
appointed and received into charge by some of their owne company sent into 
her by Master Lane, before they had received from the rest of the Fleete 
the provision appoynted them, there arose a great storme (which they sayd 
was extraordinary and very strange) that lasted three daycs together, and 
put all our Fleete in great danger, to bee driven from their anchoring upon 
the coast. For we brake many Cables, and lost many Anchors : and some 
of our Fleete which had lost all (of which number was the ship appointed 
for Master Lane and his company) was driven to put to sea in great danger, 
in avoyding the coast, and could never see us againe untill we mette in 
England. Many also of our small Pinnesses and boates were lost in this 
storme. 

Notwithstanding after all this, the Generali offred them (with consent of 
his Captaines) an other ship with some provision, although not such a one 
for their turnes, as might have bene spared them before, this being unable to 
be brought into their Harbour. Or els if they would, to give them passage 
into England, although he knew we should performe it with greater diffi- 
cultie then he might have done before. 

But Master Lane with those of the chiefest of his company which hee 
had then with him, considering what should be best for them to doe, made 
request unto the General under their hands, that they might have passage 
for England : the which being graunted, and the rest sent for out of the 
countrey and shipped, we departed from that coast the 18. of June. 

And so, God bee thanked, both they and wee in good safetie arrived at 
Portesmouth the 28. of July 1586. to the great glory of God, and to no 
small honour to our Prince, our Countrey, and our selves. 

The totall value of that which was gotten in this voyage is esteemed at 
three score thousand pounds, whereof the companies which have travelled 
in the voyage were to have twentie thousand pounds, the adventurers the 
other fortie. Of which twentie thousand pounds (as I can judge) will 
redound some sixe pounds to the single share. 

We lost some seven hundred and fiftie men in the voyage : above three 
parts of them onely by sicknesse. 
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The men of name that dyed and were slaine in this voyage, which I 
can presently call to remembrance, are these. 


Captaine Bigges. 
Captaine Cecill. 
Captaine Hannam. 
Captaine Greenefield. 



Thomas Tucker a Lieutenant. 
Alexander Starkey a Lieutenant. 
Master Escot a Lieutenant. 
Master Waterhouse a Lieutenant. 
Master George Candish. 

Master Nicholas Winter. 

Master Alexander Carliell. 

Master Robert Alexander. 

Master Scroope. 

Master James Dier. 

Master Peter Duke. 


With some other, whom for haste I cannot suddenly thinke on. 

The ordinance gotten of all sorts Brasse and Iron, were about two 
hundred and forty peeces, whereof the two hundred and some more were 
brasse, and were thus found and gotten. 

At S. I ago some two or three and fiftie peeces. 

In S. Domingo about fourescore, whereof was very much great ordinance, 
as whole Cannon, Demi-canon, Culverins, and such like. # 

In Cartagena some sixtie and three peeces, and good store likewise ot the 
greater sort. 

In the Fort of S. Augustin were foureteene peeces. 

The rest was Iron ordinance, of which the most part was gotten at S. 
Domingo, the rest at Cartagena. 
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VOYAGE 


The Famous 

OF SIR FRANCIS DRAKE 

into the South sea, and therehence about the 
whole Globe of the earth, begun in the 
yeere of our Lord, 1577. 

HE 15. day of November, in the yeere of our Lord 1577. 
M. Francis, Drake, with a fleete of five ships and barkes, 
and to the number of 164. men, gentlemen and sailers, 
departed from Plimmouth, giving out his pretended voyage 
for Alexandria : but the wind falling contrary, hee was 
forced the next morning to put into Falmouth haven in 
Cornewall, where such and so terrible a tempest tooke us, as few 
men have seene the like and was in deed so vehement, that ail our ships 
were like to have gone to wracke : but it pleased God to preserve us 
from that extremitie, and to afflict us onelv for that present with these 
two particulars : The mast of our Admirall which was the Pellican, was 
cut over boord for the safegard of the ship, and the Marigold was driven 
ashore, and somewhat bruised : for the repairing of which damages wee 
returned againe to Plimmouth, and having recovered those harmes, and 
brought the ships againe to good state, we set forth the second time from 
Plimmouth, and set saile the 13. day of December following. 

The 25. day of the same moneth we fell with the Cape Cantin, upon 
the coast of Barbarie, and coasting along, the 27. day we found an Island 
called Mogador, lying one mile distant from the maine, betweene which 
Island and the maine, we found a very good and safe harbour for our ships 
to ride in, as also very good entrance, and voyde of any danger. 

On this Island our Generali erected a pinnesse, wnereof he brought out 
of England with him foure already framed. While these things were in 
doing, there came to the waters side some of the inhabitants of the countrey, 
shewing foorth their flags of truce, which being seene of our Generali, hee 
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sent his ships boate to the shore, to know what they would : they being 
willing to come aboord, our men left there one man of our company for 
a pledge, and brought two of theirs aboord our ship, which by signes shewed 
our General, that the next day they would bring some provision, as sheepe, 
capons and hennes, and such like : whereupon our Generali bestowed 
amongst them some linnen cloth and shooes, and a javeling, which they 
very joyfully received, and departed for that time. 

The next morning they failed not to come againe to the waters side, and 
our Generali againe setting out our boate, one of our men leaping over 
rashly ashore, and offering friendly to imbrace them, they set violent hands 
on him, offering a dagger to his throte if hee had made any resistance, and 
so laying him on a horse, caried him away; so that a man cannot be too 
circumspect and warie of himselfe among such miscreants. 

Our pinnesse being finished, wee departed from this place the 30. and 
last day of December, and coasting along the shore, wee did descrie, not 
contrary to our expectation, certaine Canters which were Spanish fisher¬ 
men, to whom we gave chase and tooke three of them, and proceeding 
further we met with 3. Caravels and tooke them also. 

The 17. day of January we arrived at Cape Blanco, where we found a 
ship riding at anchor, within the Cape, and but two simple Mariners in her, 
which ship we tooke and caried her further into the harbour, where we 
remained 4. dayes, and in that space our General mustered, and trayned his 
men on land in warlike maner, to make them fit for all occasions. 

In this place we tooke of the Fishermen such necessaries as wee wanted, 
and they could yeeld us, and leaving heere one of our litle barkes called the 
Benedict, wee tooke with us one of theirs which they called Canters, being 
of the burden of 40 tunnes or thereabouts. 

All these things being finished, wee departed this harbour the 22. of 
Januarie, carying along with us one of the Portugall Caravels which was 
bound to the Islands of Cape Verde for salt, whereof good store is made in 
one of those Islands. 

The master or Pilot of that Caravel did advertise our Generali that upon 
one of those Islands called Mayo, there was great store of dryed Cabritos, 
which a few inhabitants th^re dwelling did yeerely make ready for such of 
the kings Ships as did there touch, beeing bound for his countrey of Brasile 
or elsewhere. Wee fell with this Island the 27. of January, but the Inhabi¬ 
tants would in no case traffique with us, being thereof forbidden by the 
kings Edict : yet the next day our Generali sent to view the Island, and 
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the likelihoodes that might be there of provision of victuals, about threescore 
and two men under the conduct and government of Master Winter and 
Master Doughtie, and marching towards the chiefe place of habitation in 
this Island (as by the Portugall wee were informed) having travailed to the 
mountaines the space of three miles, and arriving there somewhat before 
the day breake, we arrested our selves to see day before us, which appearing, 
we found the inhabitants to be fled : but the place, by reason that it was 
manured, wee found to be more fruitfull then the other part, especially the 
valleys among the hils. 

Here we gave our selves a litle refreshing, as by very ripe and sweete 
grapes, which the fruitfulnesse of the earth at that season of the yeere 
yeelded us : and that season being with us the depth of Winter, it may 
seeme strange that those fruites were then there growing : but the reason 
thereof is this, because they being betweene the Tropike and the Equi- 
noctiall, the Sunne passeth twise in the yeere through their Zenith over 
their heads, by meanes whereof they have two Summers, & being so neere 
the heate of the line, they never lose the heate of the Sunne so much, but 
the fruites have their increase and continuance in the midst of Winter. 
The Island is wonderfully stored with goates and wilde hennes, and it hath 
salt also without labour, save onely that the people gather it into heapes, 
which continually in great quantitie is increased upon the sands by the 
flowing of the sea, and the receiving heate of the Sunne kerning the same, 
so that of the increase thereof they keepe a continuall traffique with their 
neighbours. 

Amongst other things we found here a kind of fruit called Cocos, which 
because it is not commonly knowen with us in England, I thought good to 
make some description of it 

The tree beareth no leaves nor branches, but at the very top the fruit 
groweth in clusters, hard at the top of the stemme of the tree, as big every 
severall fruite as a mans head : but having taken off the uttermost barke, 
which you shall find to bee very full of strings or sinowes, as I may terme 
them, you shall come to a hard shell which may holde of quantitie in 
a pint commonly, or some a quart, and some lesse : within that shell of the 
thicknesse of halfe an inch good, you shall have a kinde of hard substance 
and veiy white, no lesse good and sweete then almonds : within that againe 
a certaine cleare liquor, which being drunke, you shall not onely finde it 
very delicate and sweete, but most comfortable and cordial]. 

After wee had satisfied our selves with some of these fruites, wee marched 
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further into the Island, and saw great store of* Cabritos alive, which were 
so chased by the inhabitants, that wee could doe no good towards our 
provision, but they had layde out as it were to stoppe our mouthes withall, 
certaine olde dryed Cabritos, which being but ill, and small and few, wee 
made no account of. 

Being returned to our ships, our Generali departed hence the 3 I; °f this 
moneth, and sayled by the Island of S. Iago, but farre enough from the 
danger of the inhabitants, who shot and discharged at us three peeces, but 
they all fell short of us, and did us no harme. The Island is fayre and large, 
and as it seemeth, rich and fruitfull, and inhabited by the Portugals, but 
the mountaines and high places of the Island are sayd to be possessed by 
the Moores, who having bin slaves to the Portugals, to ease themselves, 
made escape to the desert places of the Island, where they abide with great 
strength. 

Being before this Island, we espied two ships under sayle, to the one of 
which wee gave chase, and in the end boorded her with a ship-boat without 
resistance, which we found to be a good prize, and she yeelded unto us good 
store of wine : which prize our General committed to the custodie of 
Master Doughtie, and reteining the Pilot, sent the rest away with his 
Pinnesse, giving them a Butte of wine and some victuals, and their wearing 
clothes, and so they departed. 

The same night wee came with the Island called by the Portugals, Ilha 
del fogo, that is, the burning Island : in the Northside whereof is a con¬ 
suming fire, the matter is sayde to be of Sulphure, but notwithstanding it 
is like to bee a commodious Island, because the Portugals have built, and 
doe inhabite there. 

Upon the South side thereof lyeth a most pleasant and sweete Island, 
the trees whereof are alwayes greene and faire to looke upon, in respect 
whereof they call it Ilha Brava, that is, the brave Island. From the Rankes 
thereof into the sea doe run in many places reasonable streames of fresh 
waters easie to be come by, but there was no convenient roade tor our ships : 
for such was the depth, that no ground could bee had for anchoring, and 
it is reported, that ground was never found in that place, so that the tops 
of Fogo bume not so high in the ay re, but the rootes of Brava are quenched 
as low in the sea. 

Being departed from these Islands, we drew towards the line, where wee 
were becalmed the space of 3. weekes, but yet subject to divers great stormes, 

• Or goates. 
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terrible lightnings and much thunder : but with this miseric we had the 
commoditie of great store of fish, as Dolphins, Bonitos, and flying fishes, 
whereof some fell into our shippes, wherehence they could not rise againe 
for want of moisture, for when their wings are drie, they cannot flie. 

From the first day of our departure from the Islands of Cape Verde, wee 
sayled 54. dayes without sight of land, and the first land that we fell with 
was the coast of Brasil, which we saw the fift of April in ye height of 
33. degrees towards the pole Antarctike, and being discovered at sea by the 
inhabitants of the countrey, thev made upon the coast great fires for a 
sacrifice (as we learned) to the devils, about which they use conjurations, 
making heapes of sande and other ceremonies, that when any ship shall goe 
about to stay upon their coast, not onely sands may be gathered together in 
shoalds in every place, but also that stormes and tempests may arise, to the 
casting away of ships and men, whereof (as it is reported) there have bene 
divers experiments. 

The seventh day in a mightie great storme both of lightning, rayne and 
thunder, wee lost the Canter which we called the Christopher : but the 
eleventh day after, by our Generals great care in dispersing his ships, we 
found her againe, and the place where we met, our Generali called the Cape 
of Joy, where every ship tooke in some water. Heere we found a good 
temperature and sweete ay re, a very faire and pleasant countrey with an 
exceeding fruitfull soyle, where were great store of large and mightie Deere, 
but we came not to the sight of any people : but travelling further into the 
countrey, we perceived the footing of people in the day-ground, shewing 
that they were men of great stature. Being returned to our ships, we wayed 
anchor, and ranne somewhat further, and harboured our selves betweene a 
rocke and the maine, where by meanes of the rocke that brake the force of 
the sea, we rid very safe, and upon this rocke we killed for our provision 
certaine sea-wolves, commonly called with us Seales. 

From hence we went our course to 36. degrees, and entred the great 
river of Plate, and ranne into 54. and 55. fadomes and a halfe of fresh water, 
where wee filled our water by the ships side : but our Generali finding here 
no good harborough, as he thought he should, bare out againe to sea the 
27. of April, and in bearing out we lost sight of our Flieboate wherein 
master Doughtie was, but we sayling along, found a fayre and reasonable 
good Bay wherein were many, and the same profitable Islands, one whereof 
had so many Seales, as would at the least have laden all our Shippes, and the 
;est of the Islands are as it were laden with foules which is wonderfull to 
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see, and they of divers sortes. It is a place very plentifull of victuals, and 
hath in it no want of fresh water. 

Our Generali after certaine dayes of his abode in this place, being on shore 
in an Island, the people of the countrey shewed themselves unto him, leaping 
and dauncing, and entred into traffique with him, but they would not receive 



any thing at any mans hands, but the same must bee u^ndiejround^ 
They are of cleane, comely, and strong bodies, swift on foote, and seeme to 

be Th l eighteenth day of May our Generali thought it needfull to have a 
care of such Ships asUe al^ent, and therefore 

Flieboate wherein master Doughtie was, we espie coast an( j 

day : and whereas certaine of our ships were sen tmnloved in that 

to search an harbour, the Marygold and the Canter eg P 
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businesse, came unto us and gave us understanding of a safe harbour that 
they had found, wherewith all our ships bare, and entred it, where we 
watered and made new provision of victuals, as by Seales, whereof we slew 
to the number of 200. or 300. in the space of an houre. 

Here our Generali in the Admirall rid close aboord the Flie-boate, and 
tooke out of her all the provision of victuals and what els was in her, and 
hailing her to the Lande, set fire to her, and so burnt her to save the iron 
worke : which being a doing, there came downe of the countrey certaine 
of the people naked, saving only about their waste the skinne of some beast 
with the furre or haire on, and something also wreathed on their heads : 
their faces were painted with divers colours, and some of them had on their 
heads the similitude of homes, every man his bow which was an ell in length, 
and a couple of arrowes. They were very agill people and quickc to deliver, 
and seemed not to be ignorant in the feates of war res, as by their order of 
ranging a few men, might appeare. These people would not of a long time 
receive any thing at our handes ; yet at length our Generali being ashore, 
and they aauncing after their accustomed maner about him, and hce once 
turning his backe towards them, one leapt suddenly to him, and tooke his 
cap with his golde band off his head, and ran a litle distance from him and 
shared it with his fellow, the cap to the one, and the band to the other. 

Having dispatched all our businesse in this place, wee departed and set 
sayle, and immcdiatly upon our setting foorth we lost our Canter which 
was absent three or foure dayes : but when our General had her againe, he 
tooke out the necessaries, and so gave her over neere to the Cape of Good 
hope. 

The next day after being the twentieth of June, wee harboured our selves 
againe in a veiy good harborough, called by Magellan Port S. Julian, where 
we found a gibbet standing upon the maine, which we supposed to be the 
place where Magellan did execution upon some of his disobedient and 
rebellious company. 

The two and twentieth day our Generali went ashore to the maine, and 
in his companie, John Thomas, and Robert Winterhie, Oliver the Master 
gunner, John Brewer, Thomas Hood, and Thomas Drake, and entring 
on land, they presently met with two or three of the countrey people, and 
Robert Winterhie having in his hands a bowe and arrowes, went about to 
make a shoote of pleasure, and in his draught his bowstring brake, which 
the rude Savages taking as a token of warre, began to bend the force of their 
bowes against our company, and drove them to their shifts very narrowly. 
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In this Port our Generali began to enquire diligently of the actions of 
M. Thomas Doughtie, and found them not to be such as he looked for, 
but tending rather to contention or mutinie, or some other disorder, whereby 
(without redresse) the successe of the voyage might greatly have bene 
hazarded : whereupon the company was called together and made 
acquainted with the particulars of the cause, which were found partly by 



master Doughties owne confession, and partly by the evidence of the fact, 
to be true -/ which when our Generali saw, although his private affecaon 
to M. Doughtie (as hee then in the presence of us all sacredly protested) 
was great, yet the care he had of the state of the voyage, of the expectation 
of her Majestic, and of the honour of his countrey did more touch him, 
(as indeede it ought) then the private respect of one man : so that the cause 
being throughly heard, and all things done in good order as neere as might 
be to the cou rse of our lawes in England, it was concluded that M. Doughtie 
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should receive punishment according to the qualitie of the offence : and he 
seeing no remedie but patience for himselfe, desired before his death to 
receive the Communion, which he did at the hands of M. Fletcher our 
Minister, and our Generali himselfe accompanied him in that holy action : 
which being done, and the place of execution made ready, hee having 
embraced our Generali and taken his leave of all the companie, with prayer 
for the Queenes majestic and our realme, in quiet sort laid his head to the 
blocke, where he ended his life. This being done, our Generali made divers 
speaches to the whole company, perswading us to unitie, obedience, love, 
and regard of our voyage ; and for the better confirmation thereof, willed 
every man the next Sunday following to prepare himselfe to receive the 
Communion, as Christian orethren and friends ought to doe, which was 
done in very reverent sort, and so with good contentment every man went 
about his businesse. 

The 17. day of August we departed the port of S. Julian, & the 20. day 
we fell with the streight or freat of Magellan going into the South sea, at 
the Cape or headland whereof we found the bodie of a dead man, whose 
flesh was cleane consumed. 

The 21. day we entred The streight, which we found to have many 
turnings, and as it were shuttings up, as if there were no passage at all, by 
meanes whereof we had the wind often against us, so that some of the fleete 
recovering a Cape or point of land, others should be forced to turne backe 
againe, and to come to an anchor where they could. 

In this streight there be many faire harDors, with store of fresh water, 
but yet they lacke their best commoditie : for the water is there of such 
depth, that no man shal find ground to anchor in, except it bee in some 
narow river or corner, or betweene some rocks, so that if any extreme 
blasts or contrary winds do come (whereunto the place is much subject) it 
caneth with it no small danger. 

1 he land on both sides is very huge & mountainous, the lower mountains 
whereof, although they be monstrous and wonderfull to looke upon for 
their height, yet there are others which in height exceede them in a strange 
manor, reaching themselves above their fellowes so high, that betweene them 
did appeare three regions of cloudes. 

These mountaines are covered with snow : at both the Southerly and 
Easterly partes of the streight there are Islands, among which the sea hath 
his indraught into the streights, even as it hath in the mainc entrance of the 
freat. 


144 


'The Famous Voyage of Sir Francis Drake 

This straight is extreme cold, with frost and snow continually ; the trees 
seeme to stoope with the burden of the weather, and yet are greene con¬ 
tinually, and many good and sweete herbes doe very plentifully grow and 
increase under them. 

The bredth of the streight is in some place a league, in some other places 
2. leagues, and three leagues, and in some other 4. leagues, but the narowest 
place hath a league over. 

The 24. of August we arrived at an Island in the streights, where we 
found great store of foule which could not flie, of the bignesse of geese, 
whereof we killed in lesse then one day 3000. and victualled our selves 
throughly therewith. 

The o. day of September we entred the South sea at the Cape or head 
shore. 

The seventh day wee were driven by a great storme from the entring 
into the South sea two hundred leagues and odde in longitude, and one 
degree to the Southward of the Streight : in which height, and so many 
leagues to the Westward, the fifteenth day of September fell out the Eclipse 
of the Moone at the houre of sixe of the clocke at night : but neither did 
the Eclipticall conflict of the Moone impayre our state, nor her clearing 
againe amend us a whit, but the accustomed Eclipse of the Sea continued in 
his force, wee being darkened more then the Moone seven fold. 

From the Bay (which we called The Bay of severing of friends) wee 
were driven bacice to the Southward of the streights in 57. degrees and a 
terce : in which height we came to an anker among the Islands, having 
there fresh and very good water, with herbes of singular vertue. Not farre 
from hence we entred another Bay, where wee found people both men and 
women in their Canoas, naked, and ranging from one Island to another to 
seeke their meat, who entered traffique with us for such things as they had. 

We returning hence Northward againe, found the 3. of October three 
Islands, in one of which was such plentie of birdes as is scant credible to 
report. 

The 8. day of October we lost sight of one of our Consorts wherein 
M. Winter was, who as then we supposed was put by a storme into the 
streights againe, which at our returne home wee found to be true, and he 
not perished, as some of our company feared. 

Thus being come into the height of The streights againe, we ran, 
supposing the coast of Chili to lie as the generall Maps have described it, 
namely Northwest, which we found to lie and trend to the Northeast and 
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Eastwards, whereby it appeareth that this part of Chili hath not bene truely 
hitherto discovered, or at the least not truely reported for the space of 
12. degrees at the least, being set downe either of purpose to deceive, or of 
ignorant conjecture. 



We continuing our course, fell the 29. of November with an Island 
called la Mocha, where we cast anchor, and our Generali hoysing out our 
boate, went with ten of our company to shore, where wee found people, 
whom the cruell and extreme dealings of the Spaniards have forced for their 
owne safetie and libertie to flee from the maine, and to fortifie themselves 
in this Island. We being on land, the people came downe to us to the water 
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side with shew of great courtesie, bringing to us potatoes, rootes, and two 
very fat sheepe, which our Generali received and gave them other things 
for them, and had promise to have water there : but the next aj repaj rin S 
againe to the shore, and sending two men aland with barrels to fill water, 
the people taking them for Spaniards (to whom they use to shew no favour 
if they take them) layde violent hands on them, and as we thinke, slew them. 

Our Generali seeing this, stayed here no longer, but wayed anchor, and 
set saylc towards the coast of Chili, and drawing towards it, we mette neere 
to the shore an Indian in a Canoa, who thinking us to have bene Spaniards, 
came to us and toldc us, that at a place called S. Iago, there was a great 
Spanish ship laden from the ktngdome of Peru : for which good newes our 
Generali gave him divers trifles, wherof he was glad, and went along with 
us and brought us to the place, which is called the port of Valpanzo. 

When we came thither, we found indeede the ship riding at anker, 
having in her eight Spaniards and three Negros, who thinking us to have 
bene Spaniards and their friends, welcommed us with a drumme, and made 
ready a Bottija of wine of Chili to drinke to us : but as soone as we were 
entred, one of our company called Thomas Moone began to lay about him, 
and strooke one of the Spanyards, and sayd unto hint, Abaxo Perro, that is 
in English, Goe downe dogge. One of these Spaniards seeing persons o 
that quality in those seas, all to crossed, and blessed himselfe : but to c 
short, wee stowed them under hatches all save one Spaniard, who su CI ) y 
and desperately leapt over boord into the sea, and swamme ashore to the 
towne of S. Iago, to give them warning of our arnvall. 

They of the towne being not above 9. housholds, presently fled away 
and abandoned the towne. Our generall manned his boate, and the Spanish 
ships boate, and went to the Towne, and being come to it, we nfled it, and 
came to a small chappell which wee entred, and found therein a silver 
chalice, two cruets, and one altar-cloth, the spoyle whereof our Generali 

gave to M. Fletcher his minister. . . , , 

We found also in this towne a warehouse stored with wine or Chili, 
many boords of Cedar-wood, all which wine we brought away with us, and 
certaine of the boords to burne for fire-wood 1 and so being come a oor , 
wee departed the Haven, having first set all the Spaniards on land, saving 
one John Griego a Greeke borne, whom our Generall caned with him tor 
his Pilot to bring him into the haven of Lima. , . , 

When we were at sea, our Generall rifled the ship, and foun in er 
good store of the wine of Chili, and 25000 pezoes of very pure and fine 
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gold of Raldivia, amounting in value to 37COO. ducats of Spanish money* 
and above, £0 going on uur course^ wee arrived next at a ptacro called 
Goquimbo* where our Generali sent 14. of his men on Land to fetch water : 
but they were espied by the Spaniards, who came with 30a. horsemen and 
ICO lootemetip and si ewe one of our men with .1 pi^ec, the rrer aune aheiord 
in safeties and the Spaniards departed ; wee went on short agalnc, and 
buried our man, and the Spaniards came clownc againe with a Hag of truce, 
hut we 6c L say It: and would not mist them* 

From hence we went to a certain*? port called TantpuuL, where being, 
landed, we Found by The Sea side a, Spaniard lying aslcepe, who had lying 
by him 13. harres of silver, which weighed 4000, ducats Spanish £ we tonkc 
the ±liver, and left the man. 

Not fiirra from hence going on land for fresh water, we met with a 
Spaniard and an Indian boy driving B. Llamas nr sheep* of Peru which are 
“ big as Asses ; cycry of which fhcepe had on his backe a + bags of leather, 
each bagge contdniug 50. li. weight of fine silver : so that bringing both 
thesJseepe and their burthen to the ships* we found in klU the fags StiO. weight 
of silver, 

Hs rc hence we sailed to a place called Ariea* and being entred the port, 
we found there three small farkes which we rifled, and found in one of 
them 57 wddgci of silver, each of them weighing abour 2a pound weighr, 
and every of these wedges were of the fashion and hi go esse of a brickbat. 
\n siJ I these 3. La rices wt. found nut one person : for the) 1 mist rusting no 
strangers* were all gone aland to the lowne* which cousisteth of about 
twentie hutL.es, which vve would have iL our company lad bene 

better and more in number. Put our Genetii!l Contented with the sporlc 
ot The ships, left the lo-wtie and put againe to$ca and set savle for Lima,, 
;mJ by the wnjr met with a *maii barite, which lie Inonled, W found in 
her good srort ot lumen doth, whereof taking some qujntitie, he let her 
goe. 

1 o Lima we came the 13. day ot February, and being cm red tire haven, 
we found there about twelve »yl* of ships lying fast moored at air anker, 
ftai mg all their savles carted on shore ; for the masters and merchants were 
_iere m«t secure, having never bene assaulted by enemies, and at this time 
cored tlic apprnch of none sudi os we wcrc H Our general I ri fled these ships, 
and lound In one of them a chest full of royals of plarc, and good store of 
51 ™ ^pa lmnen doth, and took* the chest into his own* ship, and good 
store of rhe silkes and linnen. In which ship he* had newes of another 
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ship Called the Cacafiiega which was gone towards Pain, and that the sarrte 
shippc wa$ laden with treasure : whereupon we stated no longer here, but 
cutting all the cables of the Khippra in the haven, we !et them drive whither 
they would, either to sea or to the shore, and with all speed* we followed 
the Gtafuego toward Pasta, thinking there to have found her t but before 
wee arrived there* she was gone from thence inward □ Fu»nt% whom out 
G enerali still pursued* ana 
by the way met with a barke 
laden with ropes and tackle 
for ships, which hce boarded 
and searched* and found in 
her 8o.li + weight of gnldc, 
and a cruci fix* of gold with 
goodly great Emcrauds set in 
it winch he looker and some 
of the cordage also for his 
owne ship. 

F mm hence we departed* 
still following the Cacafuegcr, 
and our Generali promised 
our company, that whosoever 
could first deserie her* should 
have his chaine of gold for 
li is good new ex It fortuned 
diat John Drake going up 
into the top, descried her 
about three of the docke s and 
about slxe of the clocke we 
came to her and boarded her, 
and sherte at her three pceccs 
of ordinance* and strike . * 

downe her MU*n* and being entered* we found m her great ntnes as 
jewels and precious stones, thirteen* ch&is full of royals of plate* 
score pound weight of gold*, and sixe and twenty tunneof stiver. 1 be 
place where we too Ice WS pn7-e, was called Cape de San Francisco, about 

150. league* front Panama, . , . . 

The Pilots name of this Shipp* was Francisco, and amongst other plate 
that our Generali found in this ship, he found two very feme guilt bowld 
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of silver, which were the Pilots : to whom our Generali sayd : Senior 
Pilot, you have here two silver cups, but I must needcs have one of them : 
which the Pilot because hee could not otherwise chuse, yeelded unto, and 
gave the other to the steward of our Generals ships. 

When this Pilot departed from us, his toy sayde thus unto our Generali : 
Captaine, our ship shall be called no more the Cacafuego, but the Cacaplata, 
and your shippe shall bee called the Cacafuego : which pretie speach of the 
Pilots boy ministred matter of laughter to us, both then and long after. 

When our Generali had done what hee would with this Cacafuego, hee 
cast her off, and wee went on our course still towards the West, and not 
long after met with a ship laden with linnen cloth and fine China-dishes 
of white earth, and great store of China-silks, of all which things wee tooke 
as we listed. 

The owner himselfe of this ship was in her, who was a Spanish Gentle¬ 
man, from whom our Generali tooke a Fawlcon of golde, with a great 
Emeraud in the breast thereof, and the Pilot of the ship he tooke also with 
him, and so cast the ship off. 

T his Pilot brought us to the haven of Guatulco, the towne whereof, as 
he told us, had but 17. Spaniards in it. Assoone as we were entred this 
haven, wee landed, and went presently to the towne, and to the Towne- 
house, where we found a Judge sitting in judgement, being associate with 
three other officers, upon three Negros that had conspired the burning of 
the T owne : both which Judges & prisoners we tooke, and brought them 
a shipboord, and caused the chiefe Judge to write his letter to the^Towne, 
to command all the Townesmen to avoid, that we might safely water there. 
Which being done, and thev departed, we ransaked the Towne, and in one 
house we found a pot of the quantitic of a bushell, full of reals of plate, 
which we brought to our ship. 

And here one Thomas Moone one of our company, tooke a Spanish 
Cjcntleman as hee was flying out of the towne, and searching him, he found 
a chaine of golde about him, and other jewels, which he tooke, and so let 
him goe. 

At this place our General among other Spaniards, set ashore his Portugall 
Pilote, which hee tooke at the Islands of Cape Verde, out of a ship of 
b. Mary port of Portugall: and having set them ashore, we departed hence, 
and sailed to the Island of Canno, where our Generali landed, and brought 
to shore his owne ship, and discharged her, mended, and graved her, and 
rumished our ship with water and wood sufficiently. 
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Anti white wee were here, we espied a shippe, and set taile after her, 
and tooke her, ami found in her two anti a Spanish Govemcwr, going 

for rhe Islands of rhe Philippine : wee searched the *htppe, andtooke $ume 
of hrr merchandises, and so let lier gee, Uur Generali at this place and 
time, thinking himselfe both In respect uS his private injurim received frum 
the Spaniards* ns ako of their contempts and indientries offered to our 
countrey and Prince in generally sufficiently tarisfied* and revenged : and 
supposing that her Majcsfie ai hk murnc would rest contented with tins 
service, purposed to continue no longer upon the Spanish coasts, bur bq^ui 
to consider and to consult of the besr way for hi* County 

He thought it not good to retume h? rhe Straight*, for two speoaU 
causes : rhe one* lest the Spaniards should rhere waite, and attend for him 
in great number and strength* whose hands* hec being left but one ship* 
could not possibly escape- The other cause was the dangerous situation of 
the mouth of the straights in the South where contiuuall storiti® 
reigning and blustering* as he found by experience* htsides the slioalds and 
sands upon the coast, he though? k not a good counar to adventure that way ; 
he resolved therefore to avoyie these hazards, togoe forward to rise Idas ides 
of the Malueos* and therchence ro sails she couise of the Portugal* by the 
Cape of Buena Espcrauza* 

Upon vhi^ resolution, hee beganne ro ihinke of his best way to the 
Malucos* and finding himselfc where he now was becalmed* he <aw that of 
necftiitie hoc must be forct*l to tate a Spanish cmirse, namely w ape 
Somewhat Northerly to pet a winder, Wee therefore set ailc, and My led 
600, leagues ut the least for a good wintle, und thus much we sailed from 
the 16. erf April, till the 3'of June. 

The 5. day of June, being in 43. dq-rep towards the jwle Arctike, we 
found the avre w* coldc* that our men bring grievously pinched with the 
same* complained of the extremirie thereof* and the further wc went, the 
more the colde increased upon us. W hereupon wc thought sc host for that 
rime to ieck* the hind* and did ho, finding ic nor mountainous, bur low pLimc 
hind, till wee came within 38. degrees low.ink rhe line. In which height 
[t planed God to send u* into a fam: and good Rsye* with a good Windc 10 

enter the same. ^ _ , . . - 

In this Bave wee audio red, and the people of the Cnuntrey having clveir 
houses close by the waters Side* shewed themsdvtt unto us, and sent a 
presenr ro nur GencralL 

W F hen they came unto us, they greatly wondrud at the thirst that wee 
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brought but our Generali (according to hi* natural] and accustomed 
hucjiiiiiiiicj courteously i titrated them, and liberally bestowed on t]i< ;n 
necessary rhin^ to cover th-rir nakednesse, whereupon they supposed us to 
be gods, and would not hr prrswaded to the contrary : the present* which 
they sent ro our CrncnJ^ were fcaihers, and tulles of rtet-workev 

Their house* are digged round about with earthy md have fium the 
utTtrnuojt brimmes of the circle, dif& of wood vet upon them* jojmbg doic 
together at the toppe like a spire $teep]e, whicli by reason of that cloacncttc 
arc very warme. 

Their betts is the ground with rushes strowed on it, and lying about the 
houie, have the fire in the midst. The men go naked, the women take 
butrLishc^ and kembe them after the manner of bempe, and thereof make 
rbeir loose garments, which being knit about their middles, hang down 
about their hippe*, having also about their shoulders a skiimc of Deere, with 
rhe haircr upon el Thc*c women are very obedient ami serviceable to their 
bUilpPlds. 

, At'tr they were departed from us, they came and visited us the second 
time, and brought with them feathers and bags of Tabaccn for present*; 
And when they came to the top of the hill (at the bottoms whereof we had 
pitched nur tents} they suied themselves : where one appointed for speaker 
w^ried himsdfe with making a long oration^ which done, they left their 
howc* upon the hill, mid emit do wire with thei r presents. 

In the rn^c time the women remaining on the hill, tormented them- 
sdve^ lamentably* taring their flt-sh from their eheekea, whereby we 
perceived that they were about a sacrifice. lit the meanc rime our Generali 
with m company went to prayer, and to reading of the Seri pm res, at which 
exercise they were attentive, fc seemed greatly m hr affected with it : but 
whtEi 'bey were tome unto us, they restored again* unto us those thing* 
Wnicb before we bestowed upon them. 

The newts of our being there being spread through the Countrcy, the 
people that inhabited round about came dnwnp, and amount them the King 
hMnsclfk a man of si goodly stature, & comely personage, with many other 
til] und warlike men : before whose conn fling were sent two Ambassador?? 
to oyi Generali, to slgnilie that their King was camming, In ddug of which 
me^ge, their speach ™ continued about halfc an hotire. This ended, 
they by »gn« requested our Generali to send some thing by their hand to 
Grrcir ing* aa 1 token that his camming might be in peace i wherein our 
GenePlI hiving ntii£cd them, they returned with glad ridings to their 
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King, who marched to us with a princely majestie, the people crying con¬ 
tinually after their manner, and as they drew neere unto us, so did they 
strive to behave themselves in their actions with comelinesse. 

In the fore-front was a man of a goodly personage, who bare the scepter 
or mace before the King, whereupon hanged two crownes, a lesse and a 
bigger, with three chaines of a marveilous length : the crownes were made 
ofknit worke wrought artificially with fethers of divers colours : the 
chaines were made of a bonie substance, and few be the persons among 
them that are admitted to weare them : and of that number also the persons 
are stinted, as some ten, some 12. &c Next unto him which bare the 
scepter, was the King himselfe, with his Guard about his person, clad with 
Conie skins, & other skins : after them followed the naked common sort 
of people, every one having his face painted, some with white, some with 
blackc, and other colours, & having in their hands one thing or another for 
a present, not so much as their children, but they also brought their presents. 

In the mcane time our Generali gathered his men together, and marched 
within his fenced place, making against their approching a very warre-like 
shew. They being trooped together in their order, and a generall salutation 
being made, there was presently a generall silence. Then he that bare the 
scepter before the King, being informed by another, whom they assigned 
to that office, with a manly and loftie vovee proclaymed that which the other 
spake to him in secrete, continuing halfe an houre : which ended, and a 
generall Amen as it were given, the King with the whole number of men 
and women (the children excepted) came downe without any weapon, who 
descending to the foote of the hill, set themselves in order. 

In comming towards our bulwarks and tents, the scepter-bearer began a 
song, observing his measures in a daunce, and that with a stately countenance, 
whom the King with his Guarde, and every degree of persons following, 
did in like maner sing and daunce, saving onely the women, which daunced 
& kept silence. The General permitted them to enter within our bulwarke, 
where they continued their song and daunce a reasonable time. When 
they had satisfied themselves, they made signes to our General to sit downe, 
to whom the King, and divers others made several orations, or rather 
supplications, that hee would take their province and kingdome into his 
hand, and become their King, making signes that they would resigne unto 
him their right and title of the whole land, and become his subjects. In 
which, to perswade us the better, the King and the rest, with one consent, 
and with great reverence, joyfully singing a song, did set the crowne upon 
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his head, inriched his necke with all their chaines, and offred unto him 
many other things, honouring him by the name of Hioh, adding thereunto 
as it seemed, a signe of triumph : which thing our Generali thought not 
meete to reject, because he knew not what honour and profit it might be 
to our Countrey. Wherefore in the name, and to the use of her Majestie 
he tooke the scepter, crowne, and dignitie of the said Countrey into his 
hands, wishing that the riches & treasure thereof might so conveniently be 
transported to the inriching of her kingdom at home, as it aboundeth in ye 
same. 

The common sorte of people leaving the King and his Guarde with our 
Generali, scattered themselves together with their sacrifices among our 
people, taking a diligent viewe of every person : and such as pleased their 
fancie, (which were the yongest) they inclosing them about offred their 
sacrifices unto them with lamentable weeping, scratching, and tearing the 
flesh from their faces with their nailes, whereof issued abundance of blood. 
But wee used signes to them of disliking this, and stayed their hands from 
force, and directed them upwards to the living God, whom onely they ought 
to worship. They shewed unto us their wounds, and craved helpe of them 
at our hands, whereupon we gave them lotions, plaisters, and oyntments, 
agreeing to the state of their griefes, beseeching God to cure their diseases. 
Every third day they brought their sacrifices unto us, until they understood 
our meaning, that we had no pleasure in them : yet they could not be long 
absent from us, but dayly frequented our company to the houre of our 
departure, which departure seemed so greevous unto them, that their joy 
was turned into sorow. They intreated us, that being absent we would 
remember them, and by stealth provided a sacrifice, which we misliked. 

Our necessarie businesse being ended, our Generali with his company 
travailed up into the Countrey to their villages, where we found herdes of 
Deere by 1000. in a company, being most large, and fat of body. 

We found the whole Countrey to bee a warren of a strange kinde of 
Connies, their bodies in bignesse as be the Barbary Connies, their heads as 
the heads of ours, the feete of a Want, and the taile of a Rat being of great 
length : under her chinne is on either side a bag, into the which she gathercth 
her meate, when she hath filled her bellie abroad. The people eate their 
bodies, and make great accompt of their skinnes, for their Kings coate was 
made of them. 

Our Generali called this Countrey Nova Albion, and that for two causes : 
the one in respect of the white bankes and cliffes, which lie towards the sea : 
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and the other, because it might have some affinitic with mt Cciuntrcy in 

name- which sometime ws* so called. . . . 

There is no part of earth heere to kc liken up, wherein there \$ not sotne 

probable shew of gold or silver. c i* _ 

At our departure hence nor Generali set up a monument of our king 

there, as aliw> of her Majesties 
right and title to the same, 
namely a phie, nailed upon a 
faire great posie, whereupon 
was ingmven her Majesties 
name, the day and yeere of out 
arrival there, with tho free 
the province and 
Majesties hands, 
t v h with her highncsst. 
picture and armes, in a peece of 
iixe pence of current English 
money under rhe pbte* where* 
under was also written the name 
of our General!. 

It seemeth that the Spaniards 
hitherto had never been in this 
Coumrcy, neither did 
r the land by many 
South wards of 

this place* 

After we had set saile from 
hence, wee ennrinued without 
Sight of land till the 13, day of 
October following, which day 

MLkaris^i»- **-* » f «■ jjsufxsi 

blind, am. 1 gre* nomfar of Cm, l“™C“” c “ f 'JJg? 

6. and in some also 14. men, bringing with them cocos, and oilier fruic«. 

Their Can™ were hollow within, and cut with K reat ^ ^if i'Twcfel 
being very smnflih within and without, and bearing a g ■> 

home daintily burnished, having a P m »™» ■ fWXS* 5ffiii3 
inward circle wise, being of ft great height, and full of cenattic white shcls 
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for a bravcrir* and on rich side of them lie out two pieces of timber about 
a yard and a halfe long, more or feS£C s according to the simhios^ or hignes%c 
of the boate. 

This people have the nether part of their cares cut into a round circle, 
hanging downe very lowe upon their chcekes, whereon they hang things 
of a reasonable weight. The nailcs of their hands are an ynche long, their 
teeth are as hlicke pitch* and they renew them often! by eating of an 
herbe with a kindc of powder, which they always came about them in a 
cane for the same purpose. 

Leaving this Island the night after we fell with It, the iB. of October* 
we lighted upon divers othm> some whereof made a great shew of Inhabi¬ 
tants, 

Wee continued our course by the Islands of Tagukda, Zclon, and 
Zewarre* bcinK friends to the Porcu^ls, the first whereof hath growing in 
it £reat store of Cinnamorn. 

I he 14 - of November we fell with the Islands of Muluc^ which day 
at night (having directed our course to mime with TydorcJ in coaiting 
along die Iilajia of Mutyr, belonging to the King of Tematc* his Dcnutte 
or V ice- king ^rdng us at ^ea* tame with hi$ Canrai to us without all teare, 
and c*mc ahoord, and after some conference with our £7t?nentlE* willed him 
u , 5 an y TO nmilt in with i erfiaie* and not with Tydorc, assuring him 
that the kmg would bee glad of his Camming, and would be ready to doe 
whsr her would require, for which purpose he himselfe would that night 
t 'o i j lc ^ ^ Irn T ^ e n^wes, with whom if he once dealt, Eure 

should finds that as lie was a Kina, so his word should stand : adding 
further, that if he went to Tjrdore before he came to Tcrnatc, the King 
would have nothing to doe with us, because hec held the Porturall as his 
encmie : whereupon our General resolved to njnne with Tenure, where 
the next morning early we came to anchor, at which time our Generali 
sent a messenger to the king with a velvet doke for a present, and token of 
hl5 CMoming to he m peace, and that he required nothing hot trafficue and 
™ ^rchandiic, whereof he had good store, In such tilings as he 

( In the meane tune the Vice-king had bene with the king according to 
hu promise, signifying unto him what good things he might receive from 
us y tramqqe : whereby the King wax mooved with great liking rewards 

an Wnt *° our Generali with special) messages, that hee should have 
what things he needed, arid would require with peace and friendship, and 
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moiwivcr that hee would ycdd himstlfc, .md rhc rii.;ht of his Island to Hoc 
at ihf pleasure and OOPimandcment of so famous a Prim* as we served. 
It! token whereof he sent to our General) a signet, and within short nme 
after Came in his owne person, with bacites, and Canws to our ship, to bring 
tier into a better and safer jtode then she was in at present. 

In the meant! time, nor Generals messenger becing come to the Court, 
was met by certaine noble personage* with great solemn!nr, and brought 
to the King, at whose hands hee was m«t friendly and graciously interallied. 
The King purposing to come to our ship, sent before 4. great and large 
Canfiai, in every one whereof were cercune of his greatest state that were 
about him, attired in white lawne of doth of Calicut, h,mng over their 
hods fmm die one ende of the Csnwa to the other, a covering of rhinne 



him from the heatc w.- 

gravities did make an indent ana fatherly shew. 1 here were atso diners 
vons n-nd comely men attired in whins, as were the others : the rest were 
saddle rs, which stood in comely order round about on both sdc^ without 
whom ‘auc the rowers in ccrtaine galleri®, which being mree on a me 
ah along the Canos* did lie oft from the side thereof th™ or foure write, 
one being orderly builded lower then another, in every ot which gaUen« 
were the number of 4 .* score rowera. 

These Canoa* were furnished with warlike munition, every man inr tne 
most part having his sword and target, with his dagger, beside other weapons, 
as launcea, -call vers, dares* bows and arrows ■ a l»o every Canoa ia a 
small cast hue mounted at the ltm\ one full yardc upon a stockc set upright. 

Thus camming ncerc our shippe, in order they rowed about U* after 
another, and passing by T did their homage with great solemnities t is gro,t 
personages beginning with great gravid* and fatherly countenance* Hgm- 
tying that ye king had aent them to conduct our ship into a better roade. 

Soorae alter the King himsclfc repaired, accompanied with h j^ve an 
ancient persons, who did their obeisance with marvellous liumih ie* _ 
long wa* a man of tail stature, and seemed to be much ddLghtcd wuh th 
sound of our muildte* to w hom as also to his nobllilie, our Genetall gave 
presents, wherewith they were passing well contented. 

At length the King craved leave ofour Gene rail to depart, promising the 
next day to come aboord, and in the mcane time to *cnd n-. annual* 
^ were necesarie for our provision : so that the same night we received 
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nf them tncale, which rhey eill Sagu, made of the tops of ermine trees, 
msting iti the mouth like wiwre curds, but mcltcth like sugar, whereof tiler 
m.ike ocrtnttic cakes, cvhifh may be kept the space of ten yeeres, un J y( i 
then good to be eaten* Wc had of them store of rice, hemics, unperfcct 
and liquid sugar, sugar canes, tuid a fmlic which they call Figo, with store 
of cloves. 

1 he King having promised to come aboard, brake hiv promise, hm sent 
his brother to make his excuse, and to m t rente our Generali tn come on 
shoare, offnng hlmSelfe pawnc aboard for his safe ret time, Whcreunto 
our General] consented not, upon mktike conceived of the breach of his 
promise, the whole Company also utterly refusing it. But to satisfy: him, 
our General sent ccrtaine of his Gentlemen to die Conn, to accompany 
,I|C King's brother, reserving the Vice-king for their safe resume. They 
were received of another brother of the kings, and ocher States, and were 
conducted with great honour m thc Castle. The place that they were 
brought unto, was a large and fairc house, where were at die least trjoo. 
persons assembled. 

n ^ yet absent, there sate in their places bo. grave personages, 

all which were said lo be of the kings Counsel. There were besides 4 crave 
persons, apparelled ail m red, downe to rhr ground, and attired on their 
heads like the 1 urk«, and these were said to he Romanes, and Ligiers 
rhen- to Je«m continual miffike with the people of Termite, Hi ere were 
? lw J ' * “ rk ^ tn this place, and one Italian. The king at last came 

in guarded with 12. launces covered over with a rich canopy, with embossed 
£.°! d - ° ur men accompanied with one of their Captaines called Mora, 
nstng to mcete him, he graciously did welcome, and immune them. He 
was attired after the manner of the Coun trey, but more sumptuously then 
the rest. From his waste downe to the ground, was all doth of colde, and 
the same very nch : his Icggcs were bare, but on his feetc were a pair* of 
s i loes, made of Cordovan skmne, In the attire of his head were finely 
wieuthed hooped nhfi of gold, and about his necke he had .1 chain* of 
perlcct gold*, the link® whereof were great, and one fold* double On 
ins lingers h« had si*e very flute jewels, and sitting in his chair* of estate, 
at his right hand Mood a page with a fanrie in his hand, breathing and 
pthcnng the ayre to the King. The fame was in length two foott and 

T.iff , r nC ■ ? v * Wi , lh f “Phjres, richly imhrodenal, and knit to 
c\ a p 5* ftrate m lengdi* by t he. which lhe Page did hold, ajid moovc it. 
Our Ooulcmcn having delivered their message, and received order accord- 
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ingly, were licensed Tg depart, being safely conducted backt; again* by one 

of me kings Counsel L . r . 

Thi* Island k the cbiefat of all the Isknds of M-iluco, and the King 
hereof is King of 70. Islands beside The king with his people are Mom 
in religion, ofeerring certain*? new Moones, with fasting : during which 
fox?* they neither eat nor drhike in the day, but in the night. 

After that our Gentlemen were returned, and that we had hcere by the 
favour of the king received ail necessary things that the place could yeeid 
us : our General considering the great distance* and how farre he was yet 
off from his Countrey* thought it not best here to linger the time any 
longer, hut waying his anchor, set out of the Island* and sayled to a cyrenne 
litlc Island to” the Southwards of Celebra, where we graved our snip, and 
continued there in that and other bujuneasea. 2b, dayes, This Ifma is 
throughly growen with wood of a large and high growth, very straight an- 
without boughes, save oncly in the head or top, whose leaves are not mu^. 1 
differing from our hroome in England. Amongst these trees night by ni£ t, 
through thf whole land, did shew thetnsdves an infinite swanxtc ot tiery 
wormes firing in the ayre* whose bodies b«ng no bigger then our common 
English flies, make such a show and light, as if every twigge or me had 
bene a burning candle In this place breed eth also wonder lull store 01 
as bigge as large hennes : of Crayfishes also heere wanted no plrntie, and 
they t?f exceeding blgnessc, one whereof was sufficient for 4. hungry 
stomachs at a dinner* bed ng also very good* and restoring meate, uficreo 
we had experience : and they dif^e themselves holes in the earth Like Conies 

When wee had ended our business here, we waled, and to name 

for the Malucos : but having at that time a lad winde, and being among? 
the Island*, with much diiEcultic wee recovered to the Northward 0 __ t e 
Iidand of Celebes, where by reason of contrary winds not able to continue 
our course to funne Westwards, wc were inform! to alter me same to r e 
Southward agairtc, finding that course also to ho very hard and danp:nous 
for us* by reason of infinite sh-nalds which He off* and among die likrtds : 
whereof wee had too much trial! to the hazard and danger of our ship pc 
and Lives, For of dl other dayes upon the 9. of January m the veere 
1579, wee tanmr suddenly upon a rocke* where we stucke fat from U. oi 
the doeke at night* til 4. of the docke in the aftemooncthe next day* being 
indtede out of all hope to escape the danger : but our Generali ay ice 1a 
almva hitherto shewed bimsdfe courages* and of a good Confidence in 
the mcrcie and protection of God : so now he continued in tlic Same, mil 
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Itst he should see me to perish wilfully, both he, and we did our best indflvmiT 
in save cur selves, wldvh it pleased God so to b'esse, that in the tnit we 
cleared out stives mu* c I soppily of the danger. 

We lighted our ship upon the rookra of $. i urine of doves, 8. peece$ of 
ordinance, and certain^ mcaie and bcanes : and then die wiiidc (as it were 
in a moment by the spcciall grace of God) changing from die starreboord 
to the larboard of the ship, wehmsed our sailed, and the happy p!c drove our 
shipoff the rocke into the sea again*, to the no lit] c comfort otill pur hearts, for 
which we gave God such pruyse and thanks, as <o great a benefits required. 

The 8 . of Feb marie following, wee fell with the fruitfull Ishnd of 
Baratcve, having in the meane time $ulfered rim 4 iy dangers by windes and 
shcalds* The people of this bland are comely in body and stature, and pf 
a drill behaviour, just in dealings and courteous to strangers, whereof we 
had the experience sundry waye*, they being; moat glad of our presence, 
and very ready to rdeevc our wants in those things which their Countrey 
did ymde. The men goe naked, saving their heads and privities, every 
man having something or other hanging at thdr cares* Thdr women arc 
covered from the middle dawnc to the Foote, wearing a great number of 
bracelets upon their armis, for some had 8. upon each acme, being made 
some of bone, some of borne, and some of brass*, the lightest whereof by 
our estimation wiicd twr* ounces ape^ct. 

With this people Ilnncn-elorh h good march;Midbft| and of good request, 
whereof they make tok for their heads, and girdles to wcaro about them. 

Their Island is both rich and fruitful! t rich in gddc, stiver, copper, arid 
sulphur, wherein they seemeskitfull and expert, not cmcly to trie the same,but 
In working it also artificially into any forme and Eishion that ploseih tlienu 

Their Fruits be divers and plentfful, as nutmegs ginger, long pepper, 
lemmons, cucumbers, cocos, figy, sagu, with divers other sons : and among 
all the rest* wee had one fruite* in Digntxsc, forme, and huske^ like a Bay 
berry, hard of Substance, and pleasant of taste, which being sodden, ho* 
Commcth soft, and \> a most good and whnlsnme victual!, whereof we twke 
reasonable store, as we did also of the other fruits And *pice> : So th.it ro 
confer a tmeth, since the time that we first set out of out owne Coujitrcy 
of England, we happened upon no place (Termite ondy excepted ) wherein 
we found more comforts ana better mcartes of refreshing. 

At our departure from Bara re ve, we set our course for Java major, where 
arriving, we found great courtesie, and honourable entertainment This 
Island is governed by 5 . Ring*, whom they t^ll Rajah : as Rajah Dcnaw, 
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ami Rajah M.mg Range, and Rajah GabuDrapoll<\ which live as having one 
spirits, and nne mindc. 

Of these five we had foute a shipboord at once, and two or three often. 
They arc wonderfully delighted hi coloured dothes, as red and greerte : 
their upper parts of their bodies arc naked, save their heads whereupon 
they wcsirc A Turkish roll, as do the Maluceiam : from the middle down¬ 
ward they wcarc a pintado of si Ike, trailing upon the ground, in colour as 
they best like. 

Thu Malucciiins hare that their women should bee scene of strangers ; 
but these offer them of high courtesy yea the kin^s themselves. 

The people are of goodly stature* and warlike^ well provided of ■.words 
and targets, with daggers* alf being of their ownt wofkc* and most amfidally 
dnnr, hath in tempering their nretwJI* as also in the forme, whereof we 
bought reasonable store. 

"1 hey have ju imuw: in every village for their common assembly : every 
day they meete twi^e, niui, women, and children, bringing with them such 
victuals as they tiiinkc good* some fruhts, some rice boiled* some henna 
toasted} some kelju, loving a table nude 3. facte from the ground, wliereun 
they set their mart, that every person Hitting at die table may cate* one 
lejoydng In the company of .-vn rnrh-r r, 

'1 liey IkuIl: thdl" rice in an earthen par, made in forme of a su^;ir Joafe, 
being ful of holes* as our pots which w T e water our gardens withali, and it 
is open at the great ende* wherein they put their rice dric* without any 
moisture. In the mcanc time they have ready another gnat earthen pot, 
set fiist in a fprmcc, boiling full of water, wherdfito they put their pot witli 
rice* by such measure* that they swelling become soft at the first* and by 
their swelling stopping the holes of the pot, admit no more water to enter, 
hut the more they sere boiled, the harder and more hrme substance tbev 
beenmr* ^ that in the end they are a ilrmc & good bread, of the which 
with oyb* butter* sugar* and other spices, they uwkt divers sorts 0 1 meates 
very pleasant of taste, and nourishing to nature. 

I he French pocks Is here very common to all* and they hdpe themselves, 
silting naked from ten to two in file Sunne, whereby die vtricmuui humour 
is drawer! out. Not long before our departure* they tolde us* that not fiirre 
"d there were such great Ships as ours, wishing lis to beware : upon this 
our Captaine would stay no longer- 

From Java Major we sailed for the Cape of Good Hope, which was die 
first land we fdl withal] : neither did we touch with it* or any other land. 




IhiNuyt'i V&yagts 


untill we came to Sierra Leona, upon the coast of Guinea : nntwirh^ianding 
wc mane hard aboard the Gipc, finding the report of the Portugal? to be 
mubt fake, who allrme, that it is the most dangerous Ca|>e of the world, 
never without intolerable stormed and present dinger to travoilcrs, which 
tome nocrc the wime. 

This Cape is a most stately thing,, and the fairest Cape we saw in the 
whole circumference of the earth, and we passed by it the 18. of June, 

From thenee we continued our course to Sierra Leona, on the coast of 
Guinea, where we arrived the 21. of July, and found ncccssaric provisions, 
great store of Elephant?, Outers upon trees of one hind, spawning and 
increasing In finitely, rhe Outer suffering no budde to grow. We departed 
ibence the 24, day. 

We arrived in England the third of November 1580. Wing the third 
yrare of our departure. 


The names of the Kings or Princes of Java at the time of our English meiis 

being there. 

( Raja Doitaw. > Raja TymhantorL 

| Raja RabacapJa. J Raja Mawgbangc. 

| Raja Bacahatra. [ Raja Parimirm 

Ceruine wordi* of the natural! language of Java,, learned and observed 

by our men there. 


f Sabuck, silka 

Sagu, bread of the Country 
Bt&is, sodden rycc. 

Qdapa, Coens* 

Crickc, a dagger, 

Catcha, a loosing gLasse 
Arbo,anoxe. 

J Vados, a goate* 

^ Gabo, guide, 
i Gardunge^ a pluntfinc 
I ham, a henne. 

Scvit, hiinen cloth. 

Oodudc, blew doth. 
Totopps, one of their raps 
Gula, hlacke sugar. 

L Tad on, a woman. 


Umikc, drinke 
Parec, ryce in the huske 
Bebeck, a duckc. 

I Anjarigc, a ikcrc. 

I Pop ran., oyntmtrnt. 

! Coar, the head. 

Endam, nine, 
jonge, a shippe, 

Chay, the sea, 

Sapel ten in number* 
Dopolcs twentie 
'Freda, no. 

La 14 s underpin J you. 
Raver, goe. 

Adatiizano, I will fetch it 
„ Suda, ynoughj 
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The relation of a Voyage made by a Pilot called Nuno da 
Silva for the Vice-rov of new Spntne, the 20. of May, 
in the ye re of our Lord 1579. in the ci tic of Mexico, 
from whence it was sent to the Viec-roy of the 
Portogall-Indics : wherein is set downe the 
course and actions passed in the Voyage of 
Sir Francis Drake that tooke the aterc- 
sayd Nimo da Silva at 8. Iago one of 
the Islands of Cabo Verde, and 
caried him along with him 
through the Srreighis of 
Magellan, to the Haven 
of Guatulco in new 
Spaine, where he 
let him goe 
againe, 

UNO DA SILVA borne in Porto, a Cither and inliabifcmt 
of Guaia, *alth, that he* departed out ot his hou^e in the 
beginning of November in the ycere of our horde M 77 - 
Taking his course to Cabo Verde, or T he gr«ne Cap^, 
where he anchored with his Shippc ciose by the ™ven , 
the Island of Sam Tagn, one of the Islandca of Cabo Verde 
afbresaydc, beettig, the nineteenth of January in the y«rc uf our Lora 
1 ' And lying there, there fame siac ships,. which seemed to he 

Englishmen, whereof the Admiral I boordpd his ship) and by force with 
his men mnkr him out of hh ship, bringing ham in thn boats aboord the 
Admirals $hsppe, leaving some of his best men aboard his ship : and although 
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the fortress of the bland shot fours or five limes at them, yet they hurt 
not the Englishmen : who having done, set sail* from thence to the bland 
of Brava* taking with them the ship of the sayd Nuno da Silva ; bri ng there* 
they filled certame vessels with fresh water : From thence holding their course, 
inward to sea* having first with a boat set the men of ft uno da Silvan ship 
on land, onely keeping Ntino da Silva in lito ship* as alto hto ship with the 
wirns that were therein. And Nuno da Silva sutli, the cause why they kept 
him on bonrd was, because they knew him to bee a pilot for the Coast of 
Brasilia, char he* might bring them tn such places in those conn treys as had 
fresh water* 

Being put off from rhe bland of Bmva, they hold* rheir enures to the 
land of Bmrili.i* which they descried upon the first of AprilL under the 
height of thirtie degrees ; and without landing or taking in fr«h water, 
they helde on their course to Rio de to Plata, that i% 'llie river of silver, 
lying under five and third* degrees, tittle more or less* : where they went 
on hind, and provided themselves of fresh water. 

From thence they hcldc on thdr course till they came under nine and 
third* degrees* where they ankcrcd : and hcemg there they left two of 
their sixe shipper bthindc them, and sailed bur four* in enmpanie (that of 
ft uno ito Silva bdng one) till they came it* the Bay called Raya de las Trias, 
that Is, The Bay of the Hand*, lying under nine and fortic oegrers, where 
it is sayde, that Magellan lay and wintered there with hlS shsppc* when 
hce first discovered the Sirdghc, which now holdetb hto name* Into thto 
Bay die twentieth of June they entred, and there tinkered so dose to rhe 
tond, that they might send to it wtrh a harquebus: shot: and there they 
s»wc the land fa bee Inhabited with Indians, that were apparelled with 
skinnes, with their legges from the knees downward, anti their armes from 
the el bn wb downtwnrd naked, all the r&c of their bodies bccing dothed, 
with hnwes and arrowes in their handcs, being suhrill, great, and well 
formed people, and strong and high of stature ; where six* of the English* 
men went on land to fetch fresh water, and before they leapt on land, mure 
of the Indians came unto thdr boat*, in whom* the Englishmen gave bread 
and wine i and when the Indians had well eaten and drurike, they departed 
shence ; and going somewhat farre from eIlc m, one of the Indians cryed 
ty them, and sayde : Mara!lanes, Esta he minks Term, that is, MugalLines, 
this to my countrcy : an tf because the Englishmen followed them, it seemed 
the Indians flrdde upward into the land, and beeing somewhat farm off, 
they turned hock* ognine, and with thdr irrcwes stew* two of the English 
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shioDers. one being an Englishman, the other a Netherlander : the rest 
came tScke againe and saved themselves in the boat* wherewith they 
presently put off from the shore. Here they stayed all die ^ ent ^ ent J' 
August/upon the which day they set saile, running along by the coast about 
a league and a halfe from the land, (for there it is all faire and good ground, 
at twentie, and five and twentie fathome deepe) and were about fcure_ or 
five daves before they came to the mouth or entrie of the Streight . but 
because the wind was contrary, they stayed till the of August before they 

“The entrie or mouth of the Streight is about a league broad, on both 
sides being bare and flatte land : on the North side they sawe 
great fir! but on the South side they saw no people stirring The foure 
and twemieth day aforesayd, they beganne to enter mto the Streigh^ wth 
an Eastnortheast wind. This Streight may bee about ^hundredandtenne 
leagues long and in bredth a league. About the entry of the btreight, ana 
halfway into it, it runneth right foorth without anv windings or turning: 
and frointhence about eight or tenne: leagues toward the end^it hath some 
boutes and windings, among the which there is one ^JT^ e it^s le^e 
headland, that it setmed to runne into the other land . : t t n ce foS 

then a league broad from one land to the other . an crookings, 

it runneth straight out againe : And althoug you. , . Westward, 

yet they are nothing to speake of. The issue of the S 8 , , 

and about eight or tenne leagues before you come to the ^end* then the 
Streight beginneth to bee broader, and it is all high an lea<mes 

after vou are eight leagues within the Streight, for the g 

Kr land, aa I sard before: ” d 

Streight you find the streame to runne from the Sou wind being 

And after they began to saile in with the Eastnortheast w.nd, bemg 
entred they passed along without any let or h.nderance either of^d^ 
weather : and because the high land on both sides ay . * 

and that all the Streight is faire and clear* th.=y ***> 
harquebuse-shot in length from off the North si * g re quire) 

fathome depth, with good ground, as I said before, w ( f 

a man mayanker : the hitles on both sides being full of trees, some oTjhe 
hilles and trees reaching downe to the sea side in some p so _- P small 

and even land : and there they sawe not any grea n ^ 

river* rh.t issued ou. of the riffes and breeches 
countrey where the great Cape or crooking is, on the South side y 
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certaine Indian fishermen in their Canoas or skiffs, being such as they saw 
first on the North side, but more people they saw not on the South side. 

Being out of the Streight on the other side, upon the sixt of September 
of the aforesaid yeere, they held their course Northwest for the space of 
three dayes, and the third day they had a Northeast wind, that by force 
drave them Westsouthwest, which course they held for the space of ten 
or twelve dayes with few sailes up : and because the wind began to be very 
great, they tooke in all their sailes, and lay driving till the last of September. 

The 24 day of the same moneth having lost the sight of one of their 
shippes which was about an hundred tunne, then againe they hoised saile 
because the winde came better, holding their course Northeast for the space 
of seven dayes, and at the ende of the sayde seven dayes, they had the sight 
of certayne Islands, which they made towards for to anker by them, but 
the weather would not permit tnem : and being there, the wina fell North¬ 
west : whereupon they sailed Westsouthwest. 

The next day they lost the sight of another ship of their company, for 
it was very foule weather, so that in the ende the Admirals shippe was left 
alone, for the ship of Nuno da Silva was left in the Bay where they wintered 
before they entered into the Streights : and with this foule weather they 
ranne till they were under seven and fiftie degrees, where they entred into 
a haven of an Island, and ankered about the length of the shot of a great 
piece from the land, at twentie fathome deepe, where they stayed three or 
foure dayes, and the wind comming Southward, they weyed anker, holding 
their course Northward for the space of two daies, and then they espied a 
small unhabited Island, where being arrived, they stroke sailes, and hoised 
out their boate, and there they tooke many birds and Seales. 

The next day they set saile againe, holaing their course North northeast, 
and North, to another Island lying five or sixe leagues from the firme land, 
on the North side of the Streight, where they ankered about a quarter of 
a league from the land, in twelve fathome water. This Island is small and 
lowe land, and full of Indians, the Island being altogether possessed and 
inhabited by them, where they hoysed out their boate, wherein the Admirall 
and twelve Englishmen entred, going to fetch fresh water, and to seeke for 
victuals : and being landed upon the Island, the Indians in exchange of 
other things, brought two Spanish sheepe, and a little Maiz or rootes whereof 
they make bread, and because it was late, they returned againe unto their 
ship, without doing any other thing for that day. 

The next day the said Captaine with the aforesaid twelve men being 
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harquebusiers, rowed to land againe, and set two of their company on shore 
with their vessels to fetch fresh water, and by the place where they should 
fill their water there lay certaine Indians secretly hidden, that fell upon the 
two Englishmen and tooke them : which they in the boat perceiving, went 



out to helpe them, but they were so assailed with stones &arrowes, a 
all or the most part of them were hurt, the Captaine himseHe being w ° un 
with an arrow on the face, and with an other arrow in the head, v. ere y 
they were constrained to tume backe againe, without once hurting any ot 
the Indians, and yet they came so neere the boate, that they too e ouvc o 
their oares from them. This done, they set saile agame, running a ong 
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coast with a South winde, sailing so for the space of sixe dayes, passing by 
the haven called Sant Iago, and put into another haven, and there they 
tooke an Indian that lay fishing in a Canoa, giving him linnen and butchers 
chopping knives, with other trifles, and not long after there came another 
Indian aboord their shippe called Felippe, and he spake Spanish, he gave 
the English Captaine notice of a certaine shippe that lay in the haven of 
Sant I ago, which they had left sixe leagues behind them : with that intelli¬ 
gence the Indian being their guide, the next day they set saile and went to 
the aforesayd haven of S. Iago, and entring therein, they tooke the said 
shippe, wherein they found a thousand seven hundred and 70 Botijas or 
Spanish pots full of wine, and other things : which having done, they lept 
on land, where they tooke certaine sackes with mealc, with whatsoever 
they could find ; they tooke likewise the ornaments and the reliques out 
of the Church, wherewith they departed from thence, taking the aforesayd 
shippe, with two men (that they found in her) with them, and so departed 
from that haven, which lyeth under 32 degrees and a halfe, running along 
by the coast till they came under one and thirtie, and thirtie degrees : which 
was the place where they had appointed to meete, and there to stay for ech 
other, if by tempest or foule weather they chanced to be separated, and so 
loose eche others company. 

And comming under thirtie degrees, they found a very good haven, 
whereinto they entred, and ankered at sixe fathome deepe, the shot of a 
great peece from the land, which was right over against a river, where they 
tooke in sixe pipes of fresh water : and to defend them that fetched the 
water, they set twelve men upon the land, and being busied in filling of 
their water, they espied a company of men comming towards them, whereof 
halfe of them were Spaniards, being about two hundred and fifty horsemen, 
and as many footemen, but they had no sooner espied them, but they 
presently entred into the boat, ana escaped away, loosing but one man. 

The same night they set saile againe with both their ships, running along 
the coast about ten leagues farther, where they tooke in some fresh water, 
but because they perceived certaine horsemen, they departed without lading 
any more water. 

From thence they followed on their course along the coast for the space 
of 30. leagues, where they entred into a desert or unhabited haven : yet 
they went not on land, for every day they saw people upon the shore, & 
there they made out a smal pinnesse, the pceces wherof they brought ready 
framed out of England, and having prepared it, they launched it into the 
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water, wherein the Captaine with fifteene men entred with the chiefe 
boatesman called John the Greeke, (being Master of the ship whichthey 
had taken in the haven of S. Iago,) wherewith they went to see if they 
could find the two shippes that they had lost by storm,e weather, as I sayd 
before : and likewise thinking to goe on land to fill certaine vessels with 
fresh water, they durst not venture, for they saw people on all sides ot he 
shore : so that in the ende they returned againe without hearing of 
other ships : being there, they tooke all the ordinance out of theirshpand 
new dressed and rigged her . which done, they put a small peece of < ^ dl nance 
into the pinnesse, wherewith they set saile againe, following on the, r ccmrse. 

Having sailed thirteene dayes, they came to an Island lying about the 
shotte of 8 a base from the land, where they ankered and there they found 
foure Indian fishermen in two Canoas who told them tha: onthe fitme 
land they might have fresh water, but they understanding that 'here was 

much, and that it was somewhat within the land, wou n ° S P p', noa c 

about it, but set saile againe, leaving the fishermen wit 

following on their course along by the shore, . T ^;„n GcW- 

The next day being somewhat further, they espied cerume Indian^fisher¬ 
men that were upon the land in their houses, which t e ng s 
perceiving, presently entred into his pinnesse, and rowe on a , 
tooke three of the said fishermen, taking with him ha e o t 

packed upon the shore ready to be laden, with the whic n ia y> 

to the Spaniards, with foure Indians in it. This barke wi an j so 

the fish they tooke, and bound the Spanish ship to t e unbound 

drewe it after them, leaving the said Indians within it, who by night unbound 

the barke, and secretly made away with barke and fis , a because 

scene. The next day the Captaine went into the pinn s * land, 

he saw certaine houses upon the shore, he made thit er, an g behind 
he found two men in them, one whereof he tooke, leaving ^ 

and there he found three thousand pezos of silver, ( evt y P _ * toc^e al 
value of a ryall of eight,) and seven Indian sheepe, an ^ following 

whatsoever they found : wherewith they departed ro j * • ® 

on their course. And two dayes after they came to t e a\ wares, 

where they found two ships, the one laden widi goods a P. ^ 
out of the which they tooke only two hundred Botijas^ o P DC eces 

wine, and out of the other seven and thirty barres of silver, which are peeces 

173 


Hakluyt's Voyages 



*74 





















The relation of a Voyage made by a 


Pilot 


of ten or twelve pound eche alS'seven and thirty 

two barks that they found in * _ ’ . j an j certaine horsemen 

harquebuses and Wes) wheJe^n^they left off their pretence, and tooke 
SZh n e 6 m°aN^o S "d"in Z barks, with whom they returned 

next day in the morning they born. the Ai^nn 
the Spanish wares, and tooke the other wi s b 0 ’ re widens pinnesse, and 
on their course, the Captame£££* seeke for a ship 
the ship keeping about a league from him to a bout five 

wherof they had intelligence : andhavingin who 

and forty leagues, they found the pirate o’r sea- 

about two houres before had bene a , D f silver out of her, and 
rover, and had discharged eight un t b e ^ing of Spaine, of the 

hidden it on the land, which silver be g intelligence, but they durst 
which silver the Englishman had receiv , j; ans an d Spaniards that stood 
not go on land, because there were nr three pipes of water : the 

to gard it, and they found nothing in ie P . • t h e sea ^ they hoysed 

ship they tooke with them and being ^*^*^*^ that they 
up all her sailes and let her drive, do.ngthehke wtn ^ fct 

had taken in Arica, as also the other of &nt Iag^^ ^ pinnessc . 
drive, following on their course with 0 f Calao de Lyma, they 

Being seven or eight leagues from the three men out of 

espied three ships and boording one of them, y entred, 

her, and so held on their course towards ^etweene all the 

being about two or three houres wit in g an j being among the 

ships that lay there, being seventeene in ^ but when answere 

ships, they asked for the ship that ha ^ cut the cables of the 

was made them, that the silver was W ,. ’ ands0 i e f t them. At the 

ships, and the masts of two of the gr b a P ^ aden ^th wares and mer- 

samc time there arrived a ship from P English ship, which was, 

chandise of Spaine, that ankered clos y | ^ silver. Assoone 

while Ac English Captains: sough. in the: oAmship for .h^ ^ ^ M 
as the ship of Panama had ankered, t . ; t Jone till morning, 

search it : but because it was in the nignt, j t was . w hereupon 

and comming to the English ship, they as r ? pta mes commandement) 

one of the Spanish prisoner that came from 

answered and said it was the ship of Michael Ange u, 
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Chili : which thfY of the boat hearing ?cnt :t man rm hoard, who dimui? 
up, lif-ht upon one of the great pe*«, wherewith he was afraid, and 
presently slept baeke againc Into the boat (because tlieshtppcs thai lay there, 
and that sailed in th«e cmintrcys, uied to carry nn great shut) and therewith 
ihry were abashed, iiLfid. made from it : which the ship of Pwramp nearing, 
that was newly cu mt in, shee judged It to he a rover, and therewith rurim* 
her ethics, shoe put to sea, which the Englishmen perceiving, shipped 
Cenaine men in their pinnesse, and fallowed her : and bong hard by her, 
they badde her strike, which they of the ship refused to doe, arid with a 
hanquebuse shot killed one of rne Englishmen, ivherewith they turner 
ajcaine into their ahlppe, and presently wrt salle, fallowing after the shtp> 
which not lone after they overtook* ; which they of the shippe puremmg 
hoysed out their hnatc, and leaping into it, rowed to the land, leading the 
shtppe with all the goods, wEiectIi the Englishmen presently lwoke, and with 

her saylcd on their course. t * 

The next day they saw a boat with sailer making towards thorn, whereby 
they presently mistrusted it to be a spic, and not long after thty percewed 
two great ships camming towards them, which made the English minku 
they came to fight with them, whereupon they let the shippe of Fanami 
drive, therein leaving John the Greeks, with the two men that they had 
taken rhe same day that they entred into the Calao dc Lyntt, as I s^yde 
before, and presently hoped all their Allies, and sailed forward, not once 
setting eye againe upon the aforesayde ships for they made towards rne ship 
of Panama, which the Englishmen let drive* From thence they sailed 
jigidnc along the coast, following on their course : and having sailed certainc 
duyes they met a frigate that went towards Lynm, laden with wares and 
merchandises of the countrey, from, whence the Englishmen tookc u tampc 
and a fountain? of silver, and asked the pilot* being a Spaniard, if they met 
not with a ship, that they understood should he laden with silver, but the 
one Pilotc saldc he met her not, and the other said he saw her about three 
day re before. This frigat can it not to the ship, but to the pinnesse, wherein 
the Captaine sailed, for the pinnae ratine do« bv the shore, and the ship 
kept a league and a halfe from the kude : whereupon they let die frigate 
goc t following on their course 

Two da yes after* they came to the haven ailed Pay to, where they found 
a ship bden with Spanish wares, which the pinnesse boarded, and took* 
without any resistance : for aswone as the Spaniard* perceived the English¬ 
men, they presently made to knd with their faonic, and two of them lqH 
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into the sea, none staying in the shippe, but the Master, Pilote, and some 
Negros, out of the which shippe the Englishmen tooke the pilote, and all 
the bread, hennes and a hogge, and so sailed forward with the ship : but 
being about two harquebuse shot to seaward, they let it goe againe, not taking 
any thing out of it, and asking after the ship, which they sought for, they 
told them that about two dayes before she departed from that place, where¬ 
with they followed on their course, and before night they met with a ship 



of Panama, which they presently boorded, but tooke nothing from her but 
onely a Negro, and so left it, holding on their course. 

The next day being the first of Februarie, they met another ship that 
sailed to Panama, laden with fish and other victuals, and fortie barres of 
silver, and some gold, but I know not how much, which they tooke, and 
sent the passengers (with two friers that were in her) in a boate to land. 
The next day they hanged a man of the ship, because hee would not confesse 
two plates of golde that he had taken, which after they found about him : 
which done, they let the ship drive, following on their course. 

The first of March towards noone, they espied the ship laden with 
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alver being about foure leagues to seaward from them : »rid because lh* 
English ship wW somewhat hcivic before, whereby it saj i. ^ .? 

would have it, they tooke a company of Bonjaa or Spam* po* »r m e, 
and filling them with voter, hung them by rop® at £«£ 
to m ,itf her sayle the belter : and the slnppe that sayled lowitilts t .mama 
made towards {he English shippe to know what shoe ^'Jmktng^ ^ 
bee one of the shipped that used to Wile along the coaitfo, ami to tfuw/l 
in the countrey : and bceing hard by her, the English ^ ' ^ er 

strike, but the other refusing to due it, with a great pccce hre a™. n*r 


ma>l x 


presently yeeldci which They rooke, and savled with her further mto the 
L, all tLt night and the next day and night, making all the way they ^wjld, 
^The third day being out of sight of the land, they tal^**** 
ship, and to We the goods out of her mto their ship, which^.r thousand 
three hundred barm nr p«ce of Silver, and foure™ chest® with J ^ 
of eight, and with gold ; but what quantise rt was I 
Mssencen saytl that there was great store, and that three hundred it 
o( theslvw belonged to rhe king, the rest belonged TO certain*: 

That done, they let the ship with the men sole on ihetr course putting the 
three pilots in her that they brought with them, » that as then ¥ _ 

nets* but their owne men aboord^ btlng the 5ixt of March, An ru 
they held their course towards the kind of Nicaragua. 

The thirteenth of March, either the day before or after in rhe mrfn 8 
they descried Lind, not being very high, bong a small bland wn ,lug'“ 
Fmm die fir me land, and there they found a small Bay, 
a nke red at five folhorne deepe disc by rhe land, ami there they . *} 
the rwcntic day. Upon the whidi day there passed a hrugate dose b> lh 
[stand, which with their pinnae they followed, and taking her, hmugjht 
her to the English ship, which fngnt was laden with Sadmpenlli, andlio f 
or pots with butter and tinny, and with oilier thing*- rhe Eng »s P , 
wtnt on boord, and east the Sal$aperilh on tiic bind* laving a- lc r , 
the wai« in the fri^tc. and then he pyt all bis petetsmta the fngate, 
so he might lay his ship on short, to new calke and tiunuiw h*r, *. , 

continued till the three and rwuntie or foure and tw cntie of March- . 


men with them, and having suiea two oayes, mey «™« u ‘ l ™ 
her* and act them in the piitn«se, among the which were mure » 
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tb^t meant tu say3e to Panama, and frum theuce to China, whereof ctfi£ 
itity toakc, with the letters and patents that he* h.vl about him, amoo^ 
the: which wore the letters of the ting of Spaine, sent to ihe governour of 
The Philippinaa, as also the sea-cards wherewith they should make their 
voyage, ami direct themselves in their course. 

And so sailing until! the slxt of April!, about evening they discovered a 
shippe that held two leagues to seaward from the Jajid » and before me 
next day in the morning they were hard by her, and suddenly fell upon her 
while her men slept, and presently made the men enter into their ship, 
among tile which was one Don Franebco Karate. Which done, they 
followed on their course with the sayd ship, out of the which they rooku 
ccrtainc pac ka and other ware, but I know tm what it was. I hey like¬ 
wise toakc a Negro out of ii, and three daye* after rhey both let the *nip 
and men g?>e whether they won hie, setting therein rhe two sayJer> that 
shmild coe for China, which they had taken in the frtgare, keepmg onely 
one sailer m shewe them where they should find fresh water, to the which 
ende thev toohe (he rmptic vcsich with them to fill with water, and so Kept 
on their course to the haven of GuatuEco, where they put tn, being u P° n 
Monday the thirteenth of April], and having inhered, they stayed there 
till the sixe &nd twenties of A prill : and about three or (bufc hourus within 
the night, they set sayle* holding thdr course Westward, and an haute or 
two before they let Nuiio da Silva goc, putting him into another ship, that 
lav in the haven of Cuatulco, ' , 

'From rhenre forward the Englishman pissed on their vovage, to the 
Islands of Mahnos, and from thence they passed by rhe Cape oe ® u ™ 
Esperanu, and so to England, as it is well Icnowen, so thar this ts on tty th 
description of the voyage that they made, while tile said plotc Nono da 

Silva was with them, . , „ _ _ 

Hereafter folbweth the copie of a letter written l-v ar^Francis• 

{being in die South sea of New Spine, in hts ship called The PcUtcan o 
the Golden Hindu with the ship of Sant John de Anton, which hoc two 
taken} to his companions in the other shippers that were ot h{* compari), 
and by fmilc weather separated from him, as 1 »td before: i he content* 

whereof were these : , ,, , ... 

Master Winter, if it pleaseth God that you should chance to mene with 
this ship of Sant John He Anton, I pray von use him well, according to mv 
word arid promise given unto them, and if you want Miy thing that w in 
this ship of Sant job. de Anton, 1 pray you pay them double die value for 
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it. which I will satis fie again*, ami command your mcn not tw ^ oc * U1 ? 
hurt ■ and whit composition or agreement we have made, at mv mtu™ 
into England l will hi Gods hclpc perfourme, although ! am m doubt ** 
dni lerieT will never come to ymir hands t notwithstaodme I am thfttnftn 
I have promised to he : Beseeching God, the Saviour of all the wor d, to 
have Jm hk keeping, to whom nnelyl give all h-Mfffi **, fr* 
What 1 have written, is not only to you M- VV^tnretr, but also 10 i E _ , ' 

M Charles, M. Caube, and hi. Anthonie, with all our other good friend*, 
whom I commit to the niitinn of him that with his hlrwrd redeemed and 
am in good hope, that we shal be in no more trouble, hut that he w‘11 hdpe 
,k in aJversttir P , during you for the P.vsion of Christ, if you fall into any 
danger, that you will not dfspaire of Gods mercy, for hee will defend y 
SSpirveU from all dinger, and bring ua tohaven, to 
whom tee ell honour, glory, and praise tor ever and ever. Am^ Your 
sorowfuli Captalne, who* heart is heavy for you : 1 ot1c,a L,TUKfc 
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THOMAS CAVENDISH (1560—1592) AND 
JOHN DAVYS (1550—1605) 

|N Thomas Cavendish we find the perfect and self-confessed, 

1 pirate who having almost dissipated his inheritance, spent what 
remained of it in building and fitting out a fleet with the object 
of repeating Drake’s successes in the South Seas. Born at 
Trimley St. Martin, Suffolk, in 1560, at the early age of 
____ I twenty-five he commanded his own ship in the first ill-fated 
attempt to found a colony in Virginia. This expedition was under the 

command of Sir Richard Grenville, whose behaviour towards the natives 

was hardly a good example to young colonists, and may, by force of 
example, Lre contributed to the cruelty and ferocity which Cavendish in 
after.years himself displayed. Not that he was naturally ferocious, for in a 
letter written shortly before his death to Sir Tristram Gorges he shows himself 
to have been a man of deep and tender feelings ; frequently we find dut 
even the most high-minded gentlemen of the period were ap to look upon 
all savages as so many beasts. During the year following his return from 
Virginia he sailed away on his voyage of circumnavigation. In many wavs 
it is very similar to Drake’s voyage, but, of course, one cannot fail to remark 
that whereas Drake’s success was due to brilliant organisatioii, discipline and 
foresight, Cavendish’s exploit was a happy-go-lucky affair, Iea\ mg behind it a 
trail of fire and bloodshed, clouded from time to time by’ 
and kindling a fierce animosity in the hearts of such natives as were so 
unfortunate to lie in his path where Drake>d promoted trust and good 

^His last voyage, however, is of particular interest for two reasons. In 
the first place, it gives us a graphic description of an expedition which 
experienced c?ery manner of disaster, and whose small company of survivore 
owed their escape to a series of miracles Many ^jaons have 

perished under similar circumstances, and with them all record of their 
Ertship. , this grim tragedy reveals te as the penis and terror whtch all 
those who ran the gauntlet of the Straits of Magellan had to face , with 
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<udi a rule « this arc we better able to paii"_c tine infinite courage of all 
these who held their westerly course uruhunred by the tumultuous seas 
and ftcv walls of ihc narrow passage to the South Seas. 

Secondly, this journal introduces us to one of the miracles ret which the 
survivors owed their liver, namely John IW gul John Davy* expended 
his WIDO upon spoiling the Spaniards rather than >n 
with the (bred of Nature, he would have enjoyed as wide a fame as D raftt . 
As a navigator and explorer lie is without a rival among hn 
He was horn about 1550, and with characteristic self-assurance he de^ . . 
himself as being “ of fridge, a gen tie man" ; lie never fell Wjta 
tdf-esttmarion. Sandridge is neat Dartmouth, a neighbourhood that can 
boast of having been the playground of many distinguished navigators. 
Consequently tbv;-s enjoyed lifelong friendships with Kgigh and the 
Cilberts t it is probable that it was from Humphrey Gilbert that he caugh 
the infectious idea of aNorth-West passage. In search of tins hewn ducted 
several expeditions ; during the first he sighted Greenland, fhe thinl, 
in 1587, resulted in the discovery of the strait which ftdl bears hii name. 

He took an active part in the dcfeai of the Armada, and he is f 4 J to 
have been in Command of a 10- ion tender to the Jfrk Ryal, the l.oru 
Admiral’s flagship, In 1591 he embarked upon this unhappy venture, 
amt after losing Cavendish during bad weather in the strait, we find . • 
he preferred to wait for four months in these InhoipitaMc regions rather than 
give up hts general for lost or forsake an enterprise once undertaken, it 
appeal* that he accompanied Cavendish an the understanding that wlicii 
the Pacific coast of North America was readied he should be at liberty 
to tike his ship nnd a pinnate in order to search once more for a North- c* 
n^cc. Hb cejiaciiy, therefore, in attcmpring a^ain and again to rwcli 
rhe South Sea* was, in a measure, inspired by this popular arid noble delusion- 
He returned in I 593, c.nly m "md, like Enoch Arden, that his wife, wh« 
bore the singukfly inappropriate name Faith, had given him up tot L «‘, 
and had taken up with a coiner. This in itself must have been vcry pamlu 
to a man of Davys’ principles, bur worse was to come : rhe miner trumped 
tip a charge a^aini-t the injured husband, and Davys was arrested, but 
finally itlpAied owing to Raleigh bringing his influence m iwar on air 

Robert Cedi . .. . . *. * 

After ihb cheerless home-coming he devoted himself to wntmg boo 
on navigation and seamanship ; one of these, ** Seamen 1 * Secret* ran in.o 
eight editions. 
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But in tSQO he was afloat once more, and for fifteen years adventure 
followed adventure in different seas anil oceans* In 1604 "‘® 

oitoiof the Tittr.z ship belonging to Sir Edward Michdboume cniisicu> to 
Sumatra. Near Singapore^ TJgtr fell in with a Japa««= P' 

,«emd m be in considerable distress. Her crew befriended the Japanese, 
with tragic consequences. The pirates treacherously set upon them and, 
although finalWerCeme, succeeded in killing twenty or rh,rt ? L,l j!’ s ^ n ^ 
Among .hr d«d was John Davy*. Heating the 

of his cabin, but ran into a party of the murderers, who dnjnjed him back 
and cut him to piccci 
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The admirable and prosperous 

VOYAGE OF THE WORSHIPFULL MASTER 
THOMAS CANDISH OK TRIMLEY 

In the Count it- of Suffolk* Esquire, into the South 
sea, and from thence round ahout the circumfe¬ 
rence of the whole earth, begun in the yeerc 
of our Lord and finished 1588. 

«as 

Written by Master Francis Fretty lately of Ejf in S uffdkt, a Geittlemm 
tmphytd in thi sam* astiw 7. 

EE departed out vt Fl ins mouth on Thursday the 21. of 
July 1586. with 3. saylo, to wit, The Desire -t ^bip of 
1 20 r timneap The Content of 60 tuns,and the Hugh gallant 
a barke of +a tunnes 1 in which email Flecte were 123. 
persons of all mortis with all ki ride of furniture and victtiais 
sufficient for the space of two yceres at the charges nf 
the worshipful! Master Thomas Candish nf Trinuey in 
the Countie ofSuffdkc Esquire* teeing our GenemlL 

On Tuesday the of the same runneth, we were 45. leagues from Cape 
Finis terra: wScpe wee metre with y, stylo nf Bhkayncs Contming from the 
Grande Bay in Newfound-land* as we supposed, which out Admirall shot 
at* and fought with them 3. hpures* hut wee moke none of them by reason 
the night grew on + 

The first of August wee came m sight of Forteventura, one of the fdes 
of the Canaries* about ten of the dock? in the morning. 

On Sunday being the 7. of August* we were gotten as high a.* Rio det oro 
on the Cua*t of Barbaric. 
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On Monday the iq. we fell with nipt Blanco : but (lit wind*? blew «i 
much at the Sforrh, that wc could not gel up where rhe Catilc.s di*- us* 
to tide and nth : tlwrefare wee lay off 6. hourcs West Southwest, because 
of the sand which lieth off the cape Southwest and by South- 

The Iday of the same moneth we were in the height of cape V erne 
by estimation 50. (ciguca off the same. 

' The 1 #. Sierra Icon* did heart East off u S bcemg 45- fr " !l u * ■ 

and the sjjiic day the winds: shifted 10 rhe Northwest, $o *h:tt by the M- 
day of the sayd moricdi we were in 6 + degrees 4 to the Northward, from tho 

£<I l ! teS 1 wc'put roome for Sierra leona, and die ij, day wee fell with 
the poynt on the South of Sierra koii-H which Master Brewer knew 
very well, and went in before with the Content which was V ice-ad miraH : 
and we had no lose then 5. lachoms water when we had least, and had for 
14, leagues in Southwest all the way running into the harbour of bierra 
leoita lb. 14. (2. io aiid 8. fathoms of water. 

The ^b, nf rhe said moneth we put into llie harnorough, und in going 
In we had bv the Southermust point when we had least 5. fathnim wiiet 
ftdre bv the roeke as it lieth at the said point, and after we came, a nr 3. 
cables length within the said rocke, we never had «« tlien to. fathoms, 
until I wee came up to rhe road*, which is about a league from rhe poynt, 
borrowing alwayes on rhe Sositli side untiU you Come up to the water¬ 
ing placr? in which 1W is the best made ; but ym must ride farm 
into the Have, because there ran marvellous gfmt 'vdes in the o_ , 
and it floweth into the road nest of any thing at a Southeast and by Ease 


monti r, f ■ _ 

It is out of England to this place 933. leagues : which wee ramie from 

the 21. of July ro ibe a6. of this morcth of August- , . . 

On Saturday being the 27. day them mine 3 . N«K.™ aboord our Adniir.il 
from the shone, and made signer unto our General! that 
ship up within the harborough so the Hugh Cs / lll S. l ( . " 

admiral! went up 3. or 4- leagues, but for want of a Pilot the) sought no 

farther : for the harborough runneth 3- +■ U P ll J. orC} , 

a marvcilous bredth and very dangerous as wc learned afterward by 

^OmSundsv the 28. the Generali sent some of his company on shore, and 
there as rhev played and daunted ali the forenoone among - f -t'' * 
rhe end m have heard wine good newa the Parttig^l - 1 Pi w * 
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comming aboord they espied a Portugal which lay hid among the bush®, 
whom we tooke and brought away with us the same mght : and he tolde 
us it was very dangerous going up with our boates for to seeke the ship that 
was at the towne. Whereupon wee went not to seeke her, because we 
knew he told us the trueth : for we bound him and made him fast, and so 
examined him. Also he told us that his ship was there cast away, and that 
there were two more of his company among the Negros : the Portugals 
name was Emmanuel, and was by his occupation a Calker, belonging to the 

P °On f Mund^ morning being the 29. day, our Generali landed with 
70. men or thereabout, and went up to their towne, where we burnt 2. 
or 3. houses, and tooke what spoyle wee would, which was but litle, but al 
the people fled : and in our retiring aboord in a very litle plaine at their 
townes ende they shot their arrowes at us out of the woods, and hurt 3. or 
4. of our men ; their arrowes were poysoned, but yet none of our men 
miscaryed at that time, thanked be God. Their towne is marvellous 
artificially builded with mudde walles, and built round, with their yards 
paled in and kept very deane as well in their streetes as in their houses. 
These Negros use good obedience to their king, as one of our men ^yd, 
which was with them in pawne for the Negros which came first. 1 here 
were in their towne by estimation about one hundred houses. 

The first of September there went many of our men on shore at the 
watering place, and did wash shirts very quietly all the day : and the second 
day they went againe, and the Negros were in ambush round about the 
place : and the carpenter of the Admiral going into the wood to doe some 
spedall businesse, espied them by good fortune. But the Negros nishe 
out upon our men so suddenly, that in retiring to our boates, many of them 
were hurt : among whom one William Pickman a souldier was shot into 
the thigh, who plucking the arrow out, broke it, and left the head behinde > 
and he told the Chirurgions that he plucked out all the arrow, because he 
would not have them lance his thigh : whereupon the poyson wrought so 
that night, that hee was marveilously swollen, and all his belly and pnvie 
parts were as blacke as ynke, and the next morning he died, the peece of the 
arrow with the poyson being plucked out of his thigh. 

The third day of the sayd moneth, divers of our fleete went up 4 myles 
within the harbour with our boate, and caught great store of fish, and went 
on shore and tooke Limmons from the trees, and comming aboord againe, 
saw two Buffes. 
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The 6. dity we departed from Sierra 1«m*» and went out of the hif- 
borouffh, and stayed one tide 3, Iwguea from the point of the mouth of the 
Harborongb in b. fathoms, and It flowcth South South wet. 

On Wednesday being the 7. of the simc moneth wee departed from one 
nf7he IsSTfdV ifirfe, -life the Isle* of Mad rhumba, which 11 iol 
wS« dt mr from the poynt of Sierra leona • and .bet* five of the d«ke 
thermit night we anchored a. miles olT the I and m 6. fcthoms water, and 
landed the same night, and found Flunks only upon theMj 

The S r day one of oar boats want out k rourtd about the I la * 

k thev pissed Through s sound at the west end or the U-md, where they 
found' 5 fathoms round about the Hand, until they Gjme unto the very 
pitte of the sound, and then for a oat or two they had but mo fath|ns 
and presently after, 6. fathoms, and so deeper and deeper. And atfce 
endeof the'tland there was a towns, where Negr« doe use »« sometimes, 

- 5BSS JStfScSf-*. *2 •* - - 'flStSli 1 

on the North side three or foure very f-otid p aces of fresh water . and all 
the whole Hard is a wood, save certaine He places where tjwvh™** 
stand, which are initialed round about with Plantan-trces, wh<^f the 

fruit is OtceMenT me*. Thi. pl« is sub,.? ■««*“»»* £*T fe 
nine, and lightning in tins moneth, 1 thtfikc the reaso *, 

&unne is so ncere the line Equinoctial!. T . . Q f 

On Saturday the tenth wee departed from the savde Hand about 3. 
the dock* in the afternoon^ the winde being * lhc ^ t ^ C f' _ fmm 
Thr last of October running Wes. Southwwr about 14. 1 ague, from 
Cap-* Frio in Brasilc, we fell with a great mountains which had mi h * 
round knoppe on tiptop of it standing from it like a towne, with two lufo 

E lte fost of November w« went in between e the IkindofSmnt Sibmtian 
and die nntyne land, and had our things on shore, 

had our aske on shore : our coopers made M**. fi £Xur 

there unii]l the 73 <Uy of the same moneth : m which t.me we «W ^ 
things, built our Pinnesse, and filled our fre.li water. And wh itenur 
Piim-esse waa in tucldin^. there came i Cinoa im\ j V of tile 

meaning to goc to S. VmmU, where,n were ^ O' 

Coumrev people, which did mwt the Cmoa, and one Portu^ And ^e 

Pomipif lenewe Christopher Haic Murter of the AthntoU, for 

Hare had bene at Saint Vincent in the Minion of London in the yecre 5 ■ 
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Ami thinking to have John Whithal the Englishman which dwelleth at 
Saint Vincent come u nro ns, which is twentie leagues From this Harborough 
with some other, thereby to have had some fresh victuals, we suffered the 
Portugal to goe with a letter unen him, who promised to retumc of send 
some answere within ten dayes, for that we told him we were Merchants, 
and would iralliijuc with them ! hut wc nn r cr received answers from him 



any more ; and seeing tliat he came not according to appoyntnirn^ our 
hu*! rinse being dispatched wee weyed anchor, and set s*ylc front £. Sebastian 
on the 13, of November. 

The 16. day of December we fell with the; coast of Amend in 47. 
degrees ? r rhr land bearing West from m about 6. leagues off : from which 
place we ran Along the shore, until) we time in to 4th degrees. It is a ateepe 
beach ail along. 

The ty. day uf December in the afternoons we oitrrJ into an heir- 
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borough, where our Admirall went in first : wherefore our Generali 
named the said harborough Port Desire: in which harborough is an 
Hand or two, where there is wonderful great store of Seales, and another 
Hand of birds which are grey guls. These Seales are of a wonderful great 
bignesse, huge, and monstrous of shape, and for the fore-part of their bodies 
cannot be compared to any thing better then to a lion : their head, an 
necke, and fore-parts of their txxiies are full of rough haire : their feete 
are in maner of a finne, and in forme like unto a mans hand - they breed 
and cast every moneth, giving their yong milke, yet continually get they 
their living in the sea, and live altogether upon fish : their yong arc 
marveilous good meate, and being boyled or rosted, are hardly to be knowen 
from lambe or mutton. The olde ones be of such bignesse and force, that 
it is as much as 4. men are able to doe to kill one of them with great cow e 
staves : and hee must be beaten downe with striking on the head o 1m . 
for his body is of that bignesse that foure men could never kill him, u 
only on the head. For being shotte through the body with an Harque- 
buze or a Musket, yet he will goe his way into the sea, and never care 
for it at the present. Also the fowles that were there, were very 
good meate, and great store of them : they have burrowes in t e groun 
like conies, for they cannot flie. They have nothing but downe upon 
their pinions : they also fish and feede in the sea for their iving, an 

breede on shore. . ,. . , . * • 

This harborough is a very good place to tnmme ships in, and to bring 
them on ground, and grave them in : for there ebbeth and flowet 1 mu 
water : therefore wee graved and trimmed all our ships there. 

The 24. of December being Christmas Even, a man and a boy of the 
Rere-admirall went some fortie score from our ships into a very aire g r ecne 
valley at the foote of the mountaines, where was a litle pitte or well wh \ 
our men had digged and made some 2. or 3. dayes before to get res w £. e • 
for there was none in all the Harborough ; and this was but brackish . 
therefore this man and boy came thither to wash their linnen : and be ^ ,n S 
in washing at the sayde Well, there were great store ofIndians w ic 
come downe, and found the sayd man and boy in washing. ese n . 
being divided on eche side of the rockes, shotte at them wit i t eir arr ° 
and hurt them both, but they fledde presently, beeing about fiftie or three- 
score, though our Generali followed them but with 16. or 20. men. 
mans name which was hurt was John Garge, the boyes name was u • 
the man was shot cleane through the knee, the boy into e s ou 
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either of them having very sore wounds. Their arrowes are made of litle 
canes, and their heads are of a flint stone, set into the cane very artificially . 
they seldome or never see any Christians : they are as wilde as ever was 
a bucke or any other wilde beast : for wee followed them, and they ranne 
from us as it had bene the wildest thing in the worlde. Wee tooke the 
measure of one of their feete, and it was 18. inches long. Their use is 
when any of them dye, to bring him or them to the diffes by the sea-side, 
and upon the toppe of them they burie them, and in their graves are buryed 
with them their bowes and arrowes, and all their jewels which they have 
in their life time, which are fine shelles which they finde by the sea side, 
which they cut and square after an artificial 1 maner : and all is layd under 
their heads. The grave is made all with great stones of great length and 
bignesse, being set all along full of the dead mans dartes which he used when 
he was living. And they colour both their darts and their graves with a red 
colour which they use in colouring of themselves. 

The 28 of December we departed out of the Port of Desire, and went 
to an Hand which lieth 3. leagues to the Southward of it ; where we 
trimmed our saved pengwins with salt for victual all that and the next day, 
and departed along the coast Southwest and by South. 

The 30. day we fell with a rocke which lietn about 5. leagues from the 
land, much like unto Ediestone, which lieth off the sound of Plimouth, and 
we sounded, and had 8. fathoms rockie ground, within a mile thereof: 
the rocke bearing West Southwest. Wee went coasting along South 
Southwest, and found great store of Seales all along the coast. This rocke 
standeth in 48. degrees £. to the Southward of the line. 

The 2. day of Januarie wee fell with a very faire white Cape, which 
standeth in 51. degrees, and had 7. fathoms water a league off the land. 

The third day of the foresayd moneth we fell with another great white 
cape, which standeth in 52. degrees and 45. minutes : from which Cape 
there runneth a lowe beach about a league to the Southward, and this beach 
reacheth to the opening of the dangerous Streight of Magellan, which is 
in divers places 5. or 6. leagues wide, and in two severall places more narrow. 
Under this Cape wee anchored and lost an anchor, for it was a great stormc 
of foule weather, and lasted three dayes very dangerous. 

The 6. day we put in for the Streights. 

The 7. day betweene the mouth of the Streights and the narrowest place 
thereof, wee tooke a Spaniard whose name was Hernando, who was there 
with 23 Spaniards more, which were all that remayned of foure hundred, 
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which were left there three y ceres beW in these $tr eights of Median, 
sill the rest being dead with famine. And the mm day wee passed through 
tlst; narrowest of the Strcights, where the aforesuyd Spaniard shewed us me 
hull of a small Barke, which wc judged to be a Biarfce called Thr John 
Thomas It h From the mouth or die streights tmlo the narrowest of the 
Stmchta 14, leagues, and the course both Wat and by North, The mouth 
of rne srreighrs standeth in 
52* degrees. 

From the narrowest of the 
Sfreights unto Pengwin Hand 
is loi leagues, and lyeth West 
Southwest somewhat to the 
Southward, where wee an¬ 
chored the B, day* and killed 
and salted great store of Feng- 
wim for victuals. 

The ninth day wee depat ted 
from Ptngwin Iknd^ and 
ranne South Southwest to 
King Philips dtie which the 
Spaniards had bdlt : whidi 
l owne or titte had fourc 
Fortes, and every Fort had m 
it one cast peuct, which poeces 
were buryed in the ground, 
the caiiagcs were standing in 
their places unburied : wm 
digged for them and had them 
all. They had contrived their 

Cme very wcIL and irated it , * . t *sj 1 

in the Host place of the StreighK for wood and water : they had budded 
up thdr Churches by themselves : they had Lawtrs very severe among 
themselves, for they had erected a Gibct, whereon they had done 
execution up w some of thor company. It setnned unto tu that their 
whole living for & great space was altogether upon muskles and ]y inpits : 
far there was not utty thing else to bee hid, except same Deere #hich 
anie out of tile rm/unSiines downc to the fresli nwn m Untilte. 
These Spaniards which were there, were mveiy come to furti he the WnagUts, 
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to the cnde rli.it no other nation should have passage through into the South 
Sc-i living onety their owne : but s m it appeared, it was not Goi will mi 
to have it. For during the time that they were there, which was turn veers 
at the least, they could never have any tiling to growe of in any wise prisvpcr. 
And oil the other side the Indians oftentimes preyed upon them* untitl their 
victuals grewe So $horr, (their store being spent winch they had brought 
with them out of Spaine, and having no means to renew the same) that 
they dved like dogger in their houses, and in their cfotbes, wherein we found 
them Mill at our uomimng, until I that in the end* the rnwnc being wonder¬ 
fully taynted until the smell and the savour of the dead people, the test 
which remayned alive were driven tu burie such things as they had there 
in their mu-nr either for provision or fur furniture, arid so m forsake the 
mu-tip, and to gne along the sei-dde, and secke their victuals to preserve 
them from s-terring^ taking nothing with them, but every man his hanquo 
huxe and his furniture that was able in cary it {for some were not able m 
can' them for weakened) and so lived for the space of a jeerc and more 
with routes, leaver and sometimes a foule which they might kill with their 
peece, To conclude, they were determined to have rravailed towards t\w 
river i f Plate, only bang left alive 23. persons, whereof rwn were women, 
which were die remainder or 4. hundred. In this place we watered and 
woodded well and quietly. Our General! named this towns Port famine : 
ii Mandfili in 53, degree bv observation to the Southward. 

The 14. day we efeparred from this place, and on South southwest, and 
from rhence southwest unto cape Froward 5. leagues West Southwest, 
which Cape h the Sourheraost part of all the freights and stimdrth in 
the latitude of 54, degree. From which cape we nn West and by north 
leagues, and pul info a bay or Cove or the south side, which we called 
Muskle-Cove; because there were great stol e of them : we ridde therem 
6. dayci, the wind being still Westerly. 

The 2i. day of Januaric we departed from Musk!e-cove* and went 
Northwest and by Wen 10. leagues to a very falrc asm die Hay on rhe Norih 
side, which our Generali called Elizabeth Rayc, and as wee ridde there 
that nighr, one of our men dyed which went in the Hugh Gallant, whoye 
nit me was Grey, a Carpenter by his occupation, and. was buryed there In 
that Baye* 

The aa, wee departed from Elisabeth Bay in the afiemoonc, and went 
about 2 . Eagucs from that place, where there was a fresh water river, where 
our Generali went up with the ship-boa tc about three mylrt* which river 
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hath very good and pleasant ground about it* and It is lawc and champion 
toy Ic. and so wc saw nnne other ground els in aEl die Strdghts but that was 
maggie rocks and monstrous high faillo and mountains. In thi« river are 
great stare of Savages which wee sawe, and had conference with them ; 
They were men-raters* ,md fedde altogether upon owe ilcsh* and other 



hlrhie foodt: which people had preyed upon some of the Spaniardes before 
yoken of* For they had gotten knives and pccces of Rapiers to make 
dartes of They used all the meaner they could possibly to have aifured us 
up farther into the river* of purpose to have betrayed u% which being espyd 
by our General^ hee caused us to $hoote at them with our harquebuses* 
whercbv we killed many of them* So wee ttiyled from this river to the 
Chanel! of Saint Jerome* which is 2 leagues oE 
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From the river of Saint Jerome about three or four* liwguis, w« nunc 
Wmt unto » Ope which is on the North ^ and (torn that Ope unm 
The mouth of the Straights the course lytfh Norrhwrst end hj and 

Northwest. Between e which place and the month of the- Stfe#^ to 
Southwanl we lav in Harborough unrill the three and twentieth of Fcbni^ie 
by reawn of contrary winder and most vile and (ilthie We weather, with 
such ravne and vehement stormic winder which came downs from■ t v 
mountai'nes and high bilks, that they horded die best cable and 
that we had for totaulde, which if they had faylcd, wee had E^* 

danger to have bene cast away, or at the least famished. T nr during . 
time, which was a full inoneth, we fedde almost altogether upon rnuskle 
and li in pits, and birds, or such as wc could get on shore, seeking «HV‘ ■ 
for them, as the fowls of the ayre doc, where they an hnde foodc, m 

enndnud! ravnie wwihcr. , , i ■ j_. 

There k at every myle or two my 1 « ende all Harborougii on both sU<* 
w f the land. And there arc between* the over of Satnt Jerome the 

mouth of the Straights going into the South sea a t»“* 34 -. 1 J 
ctiniafinn. So dial the length of the whole Straights is about QO. 

And the said mouth of the Straights stmdeth mi the» # na^the 
entrance MMtdeih in when we passe out of the North sea, which is ehout 

e 2. degrees and * to the South ward of the hue, , 

The 2 +. day of February wee entrad into the South «a : and on the 
South side of the going out of the Straights is a fuire high Cap* w* alo 
iwynt adjoyning unto it : and on the North side are 4- ™ S* 
lye 6 . leagues off the mavne, and much broken and sunken grujU _ 

SnT: b? roonc the »» >, «e tad b™ s h. Ul« lbidt L»< of"' 
5. leagues nff: the winds being Southerly. . . . . u 

T he first of March a storme rookc us at North, which night the P* 
lost the company of the Hugh Gallant, bccittg in 49 * l' 4 ™* *jj' - 

the land. This stnrme continued 3. nr 4, Styes, and for lh- , 
the Hugh Gallant being separated from the other 2, ships, < • 

hmirc tosinke, our b*. ™ so Ittke, and ourselm to Atari.«£ 
weakened with freeing it of water, that wc slept not m three dayts ami three 

'The 15. oFMarch in the morning the Hugh Gallant came in betw-cene 
the Hand of &, Mary and the maync, where she met with the AJmiralaii 
the Content, which had rid at the Hand called La Mocha a, ' V-"> . 

standeth in the Southerly latitude of 38 degrees : at which p -we so 
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our men went on drone wirh the Vici^idmirals bo-w, where the Indiana 
fought with them with their bowes and Arrowy and were marvellous wane 
of ihdr Olivers. These Indians were enemies do the Spaniards, and 
he longed Tn a pre.it place called Arauco* and toyke ns for Spaniards, as 
Afterward we learned. 

This place which is called Araucu is wonder full rich, and full of gold? 
mynts, and yet could h not be subdued at any time by the Spaniards but 
they a I wav^ returned with the greatest Irase uf men. bur these Indians are 
marvellous desperate and curclcssc of their lives to live at tlieir uwnu Jibertie 
and freedoait 

The ] 5- day aforesayde in the aftemoonc wee weighed anchor, and ramie 
under the West side of Saint Marie Hand, where we ridde very well in 
6. f*thorns water, and very fairc ground all that night. 

The 16. day our General went on shore himsdfe with 70. or So. men 
every one with his furniture : there came downe to us ccrtainc Indians 
with two which were the prinrijvik of the Hand tn welcome us on shorts 
thinking we had hin SpAniAfd^ for it is subdued by them : who brought 
m up tn a place where the Spaniards bad erected a Church with crosses Al 
altars in it. And there were about this Church or j. store houses, which 
were full of wheaTC And barley ready threshed and made up in cades of strawc 
To the Lpk-mtitie of a bushel of Come in every cade, The whcaie and barly 
was as fufCj as de.ine, arid every way as good is any we have in RnglincL 
There were also the like cades ful of posato nootci, which were very good 
to care, ready made up in the store houses for the Spaniards against they 
should come for didr tribute. This ILnd ulso yecldeth many sons of fruit*, 
hogs, and hens, 'lh&c Indians are held in such slavery by 1hrm, thAt they 
dare not cate a lien or an home themsidvo. But the Spaniard* Have made 
them all in that Hand Christians. Thus wc fitted our selves here with 
come A^mudi a? wc would have, and as many Images as wc Had sdi to 
powder them wittiah, and great store of homes, with a number of bags of 
Potato roofer and about 500. dried dogger and Gut rue wheate, which 
is called Muz. And having taken a* much as wc would Have, yet we 
left marvellous great store behind ns. Our General hud the two principals 
of the Hand abnnrd our shippe^ and provided great chtxrc for them, and 
made them meric wirh wine 2 and they in the ersde perceiving us to bee 
no Spaniard^ made sign**, a* neerr a* our Generali could perceive, that 
if wee would goe over unto the mivne Land unto Araurn, that there was 
much Goldc, making us signes, that wc should Havc great store of riche*. 
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But because we could not understand them, our General) made some baste, 
and within z. or three dsye wc furnished our selves. 

The tS. day in the morning we departed from this place, and ran aJI 
that day North northeast about 10. leagues, and at night lay with a snort 

sby!c tin and on the coast. ., . , , . . . . , _ 

'The 10. wee ranne in East Northeast with the land, and bare in with a 
place called The Conception, where wee authored under an Hand, and 
departed the nest morning without going on land. 

The 20. wee departed from The Conception, and went lino ah He Bate 

which wassmdie, where we saw fresh water 
and cattell, but we .stayed not there. 

The JO. day we tame into the Bay of 
Quintero, which stnndeth in 33. degrees i£ 
50 minutes. 

The said day presently after we were 
come unto an snore in the Bay, there was 
h Netehetd nr one that kept rattle which 
lav upon the point of the hill aslccpe, which 
when he awaked and had espied three 
ihipptt which were come into the Bay, 
before wee could get on shore, he had 
caught an horse which was feeding by, and 
rode bis way a? fast a$ ever liee might; and 
our Generali with JO- shot with him went 
on shore. He had not bene on bud one 
huurc, but there came 3. horsemen with 
bright swords towards us so hard as they might ride, until they came wirhin 
some twenrie or thirtie score nf us, and su stayed, and would come no necrer 
unto us : so our Generali sent unto them a couple nf our men with their 
shotte, and one Fernando, which wsu the Spaniard that woe had uken up at 
the mouth of the Sit eights, which was one of the +00, that wcrcsterved there. 
But the Spaniards would not suffer our men to come n«re with their «i «4 
but made signts that one of our men should come alone unto them : w 1 
said Fernando the Spaniard went unto them, and out two men stood no 
farre from them. They had great conference, and in the end Fern an u 
came had* from them, and told our Generali that he had parM with them 
for some victuals, who had promised as much a$ wc would have. Jar 
Generali sent him bfldte again? with another message and another ahottc 
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with him : am! being come n«re unto them, they would not duller any 
more than one to npprodi than, whereupon our men let the Spaniard goe 
unm them alone himsclfc : who being some good distance from them, they 
stayed bur a small time together, but that the said Fernando leaped up 
behind one of them and rid away with them, for ah ht&dcepe and damnable 
orhis which bee had made Contimiidly to our general and all hw company 
never to forsake him, but to die on his side before hr would be false. Our 
Generali wing hmv he was dealt withal I, filled water all that day with 
good watch* and caned it aboard i and night being come, he determined 
the next day to send into the count rev to find their townc* and m have taken 
the spoylfc of it, and to have fired it if they could have found it 

"1 he last of March Captainc Havers went up into the Countrey with 
50. or 60. men with their shot and furniture with them, and we travailed 
7, or 8 t mil« into the land ■ and as we were matching; along, we espied 
a number of hordes of cartel], of kine and bullocks which were wonderful! 
wilde : we saw also great store of horsey, mares and cnlrcs which were 
very Wilde and unhand led : there h also great store of hares and conies, 
and plenty of parfriges and other wild fouler The cuujurey h very fruitful 
with fas re fresh rivers at! alone full of wilde fbule of at] softs. Having 
1 [availed so farre that we could goe no further for the monstrous high 
mountain^, wc tested uur selves at a very fayre fresh River running in and 
alongst Ini re Jowt medowes at the fbote of the mountaiues, where every 
man drunke of the River, and refreshed ihemmlvo. Having SO done, we 
returned to our Ships the likest way that we thought their 1 owrte should 
bee : so wee mviitd all the day long, not seeing any man, but wc metre 
with many wlldc dogges : yet there were two hundred horsemen abroad 
that same day hy mants of the Spaniard which they had taken the day 
before from us, who had toiiie them that our force was but small, and that 
wee were wonderfully weahe j who though they did cspte us that day, 
yet du rsr they not give the on-sette u pun us. For wee marched along i n array, 
and observed good ordcr^ whereby wee seemed a great number more then 
we were, until] we came unto our ships that night againu. 

The next day being the hrsl of April! 1587, ntir men went un dicure 
Tn fill w^tur at a pit w r hich was a quarter uj a mile from the water* side : 
and being curdy hard at their business were in no readincsac. In which 
meant while theft came powring downe ffuiVL the hi 11^ almost ^QO horse- 
men, nod before ouf people could returner to the roefces from the watering 
place, twelve of then* were cut off, part killed, and patr taken prisoners* 
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the rat were rescued by out fiouldiers which cairn? freni the fucks re rnecte 
with them, who bring but fifieenc of us tlrnt hn ! any wa-pons on sKwe, 
yet we made the enemre retire in the cud with lossi of sonic foure and 
twentie of their men, after we bad skirmished with them an haute* 


The mates of our men that were skiue were these, 


Thomas Luos of London, souldicr. 
Hi chard Wheeler nf London* 

Robert P&cher of Norffolkc, souldier, 
J ohn Langston of GlortMtmhirc, 


Out of the Admiral!* 


William Kingman of Dorsetshire, sou Idler, 
William Hides of Cornwall 

i William U 
1 Laurence 

t Henry Blackcnab of Weymouth, 



a William Stevens of Plymmouth* gunner. Killed out ot the Hugh 

3 William Pittc of Shercborne In Dorsetshire. Gallant* 

4 Humphrey Derricke of London, 

After the losse of these men, wee rid hi the reside, and watered In despighe 
of them with good watch and w ard* until the tilt of the sayd moncth. 

The fife day wee departed out of this hay nf Quintero : and off from 
the hay there lycth a little I land about a league distant, whereon mere are 
great store of penguins and other fuwLv > wheref we tooke to OTW our 
turnr^ and waited away North and North and by West : for so lyeih die 
coast along in this place. 

The fift eenth wee came thwart of a place which b culled Morro more no, 
which staudeth in 23 degrees |* and is an excellent good harhomugjt : And 
there t> m lland which maketh it an harbnreugh : and a ship mav go 
at other end of the lknd : here we went wirh our Generali on shore re 
the number of 30 men : and at our going on shore upon our landing-, Eire 
Indians of the place came down? from the tfockes re mcctc with ns, with 
fresh water and wood on their backer. They are in marvellous awe of tin? 
Spaniard^ and very ample people, and live marvellous savagely : ! or they 
brought us to Their hidings about two miles from the haf borough, where wee 
saw their women and lodging* which is nothing but the skin ot win* h^t 
hyd upon the ground ; and over them in sread of bouses, is nothing hut 
five or sixe stick byd acre**e* which stand upon two forkes with *ticks» 
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r>n ihc ground and a fcwc botigheg kyd on it Their diet U raw fish, which 
luinketh must vilely. And when sriv of them die, they hnrie their bowe> 
and armwts with them, with their canon and all that they have : for wee 
evened one of thdr graves, and saw rite order of them. Their eanoos or 
boates are marvellous artificially made of two skinnes hke unto Madders, 
and are blowen full at one ende with (jiiitlra : they have two of these bladders 
blowcfi full, which arc sowen together and made fast with a sinew of some 



wild beast i which when they are in the water swell, so tliat they arc as 
tight a, may b«. They goe tu sea in the* b^ates, and catch very much 
fish with them, and pay much uf it for tribute unto the Spaniards hut 

they use it marvellous beastly. ... , f , • 

The 2i in the morning we moke a small burke which came outofAnca 
road, which wee kept and cdlcd The George: the men forsake it, and 
went away with their boatc. Our admirals pume** followed lire ^wte, 
k the Hugh Gallants borne looke the burke : our admirals pnmesse Could 
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not recover the boat before It got on shoarc, but worn along into the road 
of Aria, and layd aboord a OTfctl shtppe of an hundreth tunnes riding in the 
road right afore rhe rowiic, but all the men and goods were gone out of ft> 
onely rhf. hare ship was left alone. They made three or feu re very fairc 
shots at the pinnesse as shoe was camming in* but missed her very narrowly 
with a Minton shot which they had In the fort. Whereupon wee came 
imo the road with the admiral] and the Hugh Gal Sant : but the Content 
which was vlcitj drin nail was behind c out of sight * by manes whereof, and 
For Yr’*wK of her boats; to Lind men withal 1 wee landed not : otherwise if 
wee had bene together, our General! with the compante would resolutely 
have landed *o take the towne, whatsoever had come of it The cause why 
tile Content sta\ed behind was, that she* hud found about 1+ leagues to 
the Southward of Aria, in a place where the Spaniards had landed, a whole 
ships lading of botijas of wine uf Cast!] If a, whereof the sayd Content toot* 
into her as many as sh« could Conveniently came, and came after us Into 
the mad of Ari^ the same day. By this time wee perceived that the town* 
had gathered all their power together, and also conveyed alt their treasure 
away* and buried it before wee were come nccre the town* i for they had 
heard of us. Nowc because it was very populous with the oyde of one or 
W® places up in the land, our Generali sawe there was nt» landing without 
loise of many men : wherefore hee gave over that enterprise. While wee 
rid in tile road they shot at us, and our ships shot at them ag^inc for every 
shot two. Moreover, our pmnn&c went in hard almost to the shnarc, and 
fetched out another barke which rid there in despighr of all their forts 
though they shot still at the pmnes&e^ which they Could never hit. After 
these things ouf Generali sent a hoate on shoarc with a flag of mice to 
fcnowe if they would redeem* their great shippe of no j but they would 
nor : for they hud received special! coinmandement from the viceroy from 
iJma, not to buy any shippe, nor to runsoxnc any man upon paiue of death. 
Our Generali did this in hope to liave redeemed some of our men, which 
were taken prisoners on shouru by the Korvmen at Quintero, ntherwis* 
lieu would have made them no olrer of parley* 

The *5 riding sill in the said road, we Spied a saile ccmming from the 
Southward, and our GeneraH ^tnt out his pinncBC to metre her, with all 
our boates ^ but the towne made such signis from die hill with fifes and 
tokens out of the watch-house, that before our pirmessn could get to them, 
they on the hark* on shoftte two miles to the Southward of the town* ; 
but they had small !easure to carrie any thing with them i bur all the men 
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skaped, among whom there were certaine friers : for wee sawe them in 
their friers weedes as they ran on shoare : many horsemen came from the 
towne to rescue them, and to carrie them away, otherwise wee had landed 
and taken or killed them. So wee went aboord the barke as she lay sunke, 
and fetched out the pillage : but there was nothing in it of any value, and 
came aboord our shippes againe the same night : and the next morning wee 
set the great shippe on fire in the road, and sunke one of the barkes, and 
carried the other along with us, and so departed from thence, and went 
away Northwest. 

The 27 day wee tooke a small barke, which came from S. lago neere 
unto Quintero, where wee lost 
our men first. In this barke 
was one George a Greeke, a 
reasonable pilot for all the coast 
of Chili. They were sent to 
the citie of Lima with letters 
of adviso of us, and of the losse 
of our men. There were also 
in the sayde barke one Flem¬ 
ming and three Spaniards : 
and they were all sworne and 
received the Sacrament before 
they came to sea by three or 
foure friers, that if wee should 
chance to meete them, they 
should throw those letters over 
boord : which (as wee were 
giving them chase with our pinnesse) before wee could fetch them up, they 
had accordingly throwen away. Yet our Generali wrought so with them, 
that they did confesse it; but hee was faine to cause them to bee tormented 
with their thumbes in a wrinch, and to continue them at severall times with 
extreme paine. Also hee made the old Flemming befeeve that hee would 
hang him ; and the rope being about his necke hee was pulled up a little from 
the hatches, and yet hee would not confesse, chusing rather to die, then hee 
would bee perjured* In the end it was confessed by one of the Spaniards, 
whereupon wee burnt the barke, and carried the men with us. 

The third of May wee came into a bay where are three little townes, 
which are called Paracca, Chineha, and Pisca, where some of us landed and 
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tooke certaine houses, wherein was bread, wine, figs and hennes : but the 
sea went so high, that wee could not land at the best of the townes without 
sinking of our boats, and great hazard of us all. This place standeth in 
thirteene degrees and $ to the Southward of the line. _ 

The fift of May wee departed from this harbour, leaving the Content 
our viceadmirall within at an Hand of seales, by which meanes at that time 

wee lost her companie. , 

The ninth wee gave chase to a saile, namely, Our admirall, 1 he Hugh 
Gallant, and The George which wee had taken before comming out of 
the roade of Arica ; The Content which was our viceadmirall being still 
lost : but wee could not fetch it. The George made after it, but lost it 

that night. # , „ _ . _ . . 

The tenth dav the Hugh Gallant (in which barke I Francis Pretie was) 

lost companie or our admirall. . 

The eleventh we which were in the Hugh Gallant put into a bay which 
standeth in 12 degrees §, in which bay wee found a river of fresh water 
about eight of the docke at night ; and though we were but of small force, 
and no more but one barke and 18 men in it, yet wee went on shoare to 
fill water •, where having filled one boates lading, while our boate was in 
going aboord, two or three of our companie which were on shoare, as they 
were going a little from the watering place with their furniture about 
them, espied where there were foure or five hundred bagges of meale on 
an heape covered with a fewe reedes. So that night we filled water and 
tooke as much meale as wee thought good : which fell out well for us 
were then lost and stoode in neede of victuals : and by breake of day in 
the morning wee came aboord, and there stayed and rode untill the after- 
noone. In which meane time the towne seeing us ride there still, brought 
downe much cattell to the sea side to have intised us to come on shoare : 
but wee sawe their intent, and weyed anker and departed the twelft day. 

The 13 day at night wee put into a bay which standeth in 9 degrees 
and $, where wee sawe horsemen : and tnat night wee landed, namely, 
M. Bruer Captaine, my selfe Francis Pretie, Arthur Warford, John Way 
Preacher, John Newman, Andrew Wyght, William Gargefield, and Henry 
Hilliard. And we 8 onely, having every man his harquebuze and his 
furniture about him, marched three quarters of a mile along the sea side, 
where wee found a boate of five or sixe tunnes haled up drie on the 
about a cables length from the water : and with extreme labour wee Janche 
the barke ; when it was on flote, Captaine Bruer and I went in, while the 
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rest of qur companie were (Vrchlrtg their things : but suddenly it was readic 
to strike : And die Captdne and I stood* up to the knees lading out water 
with our targets * hn! it sunk* downc fasTrr then wee were able to free if, 
ituumuch j±i in the end wee had much ado* fii- save nur sd vh from drowning. 
When wee were out* wee stood in gre.it fr ire chat nur nwne buate wherein 
wee cunt on shoare was sunke ; for wee could no where see it, Howheir 
the Captaine eomnmiided them to keepr it nff s far Eearc of the great surge 
that went by the shear* Yet ill the end w ee *pied it, and went aboard by 
two and five}* and were driven to wade up lo t)\r. arme-holcs 6a paces into 
ibe sta before wee could get into the borne* by reason nr the shoaldjitS'jC: 
and then departed the fourcteentli day hi the morning- 

The 16 wee tooke with the Hugh Gallant, being but dstetnc men of 
us in it, a great shippe which came from GiWianil, which was tailed Ilie 
Lewis, and was of the burthen of three hundred mrBj having foure and 
twentie men In it, wherein was pilot one Gonsalvo de Ribas* whom wee 
Carried along with us, and a Negro called EmmanucL T he sliippe was 
laden with nothing but timber and victuals ; w herefore wee left her seven 
leagues from the land very leakc and ready to sinke in 7 deercts to the 
Southward of the line : wee sunke her buate and tooke away her fbrc&ite 
and certain e victual** 

The 1 7 of May wee met with our admirall againe, and all the rest of 
our fleet* They had taken two ships, the one laden with sugar, motatses, 
ami*, Cordovan^kiimes, montego de Porco, many paekes nf pintados* 
many Indian mates, and some marmalade, and IOOO hennes ; and the 
other ship was laden with whrAte-mealc, ami boxes of marmalade. One 
of these ships which had the diicfe marchamlise in it* was worth twoitic 
thousand pounds, if it hud bene in England or in any other place of Chmicn- 
dtMTie where wee might have solde it. Wee filled aIE our ships wtih aa much 
as wee could bdtnw nf these goods t the rest wee burnt and the ship* also ± 
and set the men and women that were noc killed an ihuare. + 

The 7.0 day in the morning wee Came into the road of Paica, and being 
at an anker, our Generali landed with sixrie or yuventic men, sksmusned 
wirh them of the to wire, and drove them all co flight to Ehe top of rise hill 
which k over the fownc, except a few slaves and some other which were 
of the meaner sort, who were commanded by the govemours to stay below 
in the to wmCj. at a place which is in building fir a fart* having with them 
a bloudin- ensigne, being in number about one hundred men. Nowe as wee 
were rowing between* the -ihifR and the shoare, our gunner shot ulf a great 
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pCGCe out of one of the hart«s, and the shot fel among them, and dravc them 
to flic From the fort as fast as they might runtiCj who girt them tip upon 
an hill, and from thence shot among us with their <mal! shot After wee 
were landcd and had lakcn the towrw^ wee ran upon cncm, and chw T_heni 
so fiercely up the hilkv for the space of an lioure that wee dravc them m 
the ende away perforce^ and being got up the hillcs, w tt fonnd where chev 
had hyd ail their scuffo which they had brought out of the mwnc, and had 
hidden it there upon the mountains We also found the qimnmtz of 
pounds weight in silver in pieces of eight HaJ% and abundance or hnushokj 
stife and storehouses full of all kindt of wares : hut our Uenemll would 
not suffer any mnn to Carrie much doth or appurdl away, because they 
should not cloy themselves with burthens ; for hce knew not whether mir 
encmlis were provided with fuirtiturc: according to rhe number or their 
men : for they were five men to one of us : and wee had an English iJiue 
and an halfc to our ships. Thus wee eamc dowftc in saforie to the Ui wne, 
which was very well budded, and marvellous cl cane kept in every streete, 
with towne-fiousc or Guild halt in the middest, and had tn the number 
of two hundred houses at the least in it. Wee set it on fire to the ground, 
and goods in the value of five of sixe thousand pounds : there was also a 
burke riding m the made which wee set on fire* and departed, directing 
our course to the Hand nf Puhsl 

The as day of May wee arrived at the Hand of Puna, where is a very 
good harbour, where wee found a great shipire of the burthen of 25O tunn« 
riding at an anker with all her fu mini re, which was rcadic to bee haled on 
ground : fur tlterc is a special! good place for that purpose- Wee sunke 
it, and went on shoarc where the lord of the Hand dwelt, which was by the 
ware ns hide, who had a sumptuous house marvellous well contrived with 
very many singular good roomer and chambers in it : and out of every 
chamber was framed a gallcrie with, a study prospect into the sea on the one 
side, and into the I land on the ocher side, with a marvellous great liull below, 
and a very great storehouse at the one endc of the kali, which was ri.li d 
with butijas of pitch and bash to make cables wit hall : for the most pan 
of die Bibles in the South sea are made upon thar Hand. This great: Cauque 
doth make all the Indians upon the Ihnd to worke and to drudge for hint ; 
and hee him&elfe h an Indian borne, but h married to a_ marvellous raue 
woman which is a Spaniard, by reason of his pleasant habitation and of his 
great wealth. 

This Spanish woman his wife is honoured as 1 Qtictne In the Ibtnd, and 
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never goetli on the ground upon her feete : hut Holdeth It too base a thing 
for her : But when her pleasure is to lake the ayre, or to goc abroad, shcc 
is alwaves onittl in a shadowc like unto an horse-litter upon fouft mens 
shoulders, with a veile or eanopic over her for the sunne or the windc, 
having her gentlewomen still attending about her with a great trotme of 
the best men or the Hand with her. But both she* and the lord* nf the 
Hand with all the Indians in the lowne were newly fled oul of the IUnd 
before wre could get id an anker, by reason wee were becalmed before wee 
could per in, and were gone over unto the maine Sandc, having earned away 
with rhem to the summe of tooOoo crowncs, which woe knew by a c.prime 
of the Hand an Indian, which was left there with «tnc other upon the 1 land 
under him, whom wee had taken at sea as wee were cotnmmg into the road, 
being in a balsa or Canofl for a spie to see what wee were. 

Ihc 77 nur General himsdfe with certainc shot and some targeitiera 
went over into die umlne unto the place where this foresayde Indian Captains 
which wee had lakeu had wide us that the Casrnue, which was the lord of 
.,?[ tlic Hand, was gone unto, and had caned all his treasure with him : 
but at our enmming to the place which wee went to buidc at, wee found 
newly arrived there feure nr five great balsa* which were laden with 
planttM. bags of meale, ami many other kinds of victuals. Our Generali 
imrveiled what they were and what they meant, asking the Indian guide 
and commanding liim to speake the trueth upon his life: being then 
bound fast, hce answered being very much abashed, as well as our Compame 
were, that hec neither knewe from whence they should^come, nor who 
they should bee : for tliere was never a man in any one of the balsas : and 
because h« had mid our Generali before, that it was an owe matter to 
rake the savd Clique and all his treasure, and that there were but three or 
fnure houses standing in a desert place and no resistance, and that if nee 
found it not vo, hce should hang him. Agame being demanded to Sfxake 
upon hia life what her thought these Balias >h"iild her, hce answered that 
hire couldc not suv from whence they should come, except it were to bring 
60 wuldiera, which her did hrare were to go to a place called Gmoaauil, 
which was about 0 leagus from the wide yland, where turn nr three of she 
kings ihippffi were on the stocks in building, where are continually alt 
hundred I'utdicn, in prisons who had heard of u S and had rent for slxtlr 
more fir fare of bu rning of the thippes and towne Uur Generali not any 
whit discouraged either ir the sight of the halsas unlocked for, or tor heating 
ol the thrtescfirc not imliil them spoken of* with a brave courage 
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animating hh Compare in the esployte, we ht presently forward, king in 
the night in a most desert path in the woods untill such time as become 
tn the place ; where, aa it wremed, they had kept watch either at the watcra 
sidcj nr at the houses, or di>c at both* al1 ^ were new tv gone out of the houses, 
having so short warning, that they left the meat? both boyling and roaring 
at the fire and were fledde with their treasure with them, or else buried 
it where it could not hre found, being also in the night. Owl 1 comp&nic 
took hennes and such things as wee thought ^ood, and tame away* 

The 29 day of May our Generali went in the ship-home into a little 
Hand there by, whereas the Sard Clique which was rhe lord of Puna, had 
caused all the hanging^ of his chaiubers, which were of cordovan leather 
all guilded over, and painted very fair? and rich, with nil his handheld stuffy 
and alt the ships tackling which was riding jti the road at our camming in ? 
with great store of miles, spikes of yron, and very many other things ro be 
conveyed : all which wee found, and brought away what out Gene ml I 
thought requisite for the ship* hushrae. 

This Hand is very pT^sant for all things requisite, and fruitful : but there 
are no mines of gold nor silver in it. 1 here are at rhe least 200 house* in 
the towne about the Cliques paltace, and as many in one or two townes 
more upon the Hand, which as almost as bigge as the lie of Wight in 
England. There h plan led on the one side of the Casiques house a Sure 
garden, with all herbea growing in it, and at the lower end a weti of frc*h 
water, and round about it are trees iet, whereon bombrain Cotton gfawerh 
after this miner : The tops of the tree* grow* full nf cods, out of which the 
corcon growrrh* and in the cotton k a seede of rhe bignessc of a pease, and 
in every codtlc there are seven or eight of these seedcs : and if the muon 
bee not gathered when it is ripe* then these scedes fall from it, and spring 
again*. 

There arc also in this garden fig-trura which bcare continually, aLm> 
pompions, melons, cuoimbcrK, radishes, rose marie and chyme, with many 
other herhes and fruits* At tilt other end of rhe house there is also another 
orchard!, where grow orenges sweete and sower, li turnons, pomegranates 
and lymc^ with divers other fruits. 

There is very good pasture ground in this Hand i and withal I many 
horses, oxen, bulluckes, shcepe very fat ami fiiirt, great store of goalei 
which be very time, and are used continually to bee milked. They have 
moreover abundance of pigeons, turkeya, and ducks ofi marvellous feignes-c. 

There was also- a very large and great church bard by the Caciques house, 
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whiih«r lice rausd fcU ihe Inrfiins in the Hand tn conic and li«vrc rnassc : 
br he himselfc was nut Ac a Christian when he was named to the Spanish 
wurrnn before spoken of, anil tipon bis conversion he raised the wi ° 
hi, subject! to be Christened. In this church wm an lugh altar with a 
cracifixe, and five hcCcu hanging in rhe nether end thereof. Wc burnt The 
church and brought the bdtes away. 

By this time w«s had haled on ground our admiral), and had made Jier 
clean*:, burnt her kede, pitched and tarred her, and had hal™ her 011 note 
againc. And til the meane while continually kept watch ana ward in the 

great house both night and day. __ _ . 

The second day of June in the morning, by and by after brealce ot ±i\\ 
every otic of die watch being gone abroad to seefcc to fetch in victuals wme 
one way, some another, some for hen not, some for sheept, some for goats, 
upon the sudden there cunt down upon us an hundred Spanish wukicra 
with muskets and an enaague, which were landed on the other side of t * 
Ibnd that night, and all die Indians of the Hand with them, every ope 
with weapon?: and their baggage after them z which was by mcains of .1 
Negro, whose mime was Emmanuel, which fled from us at our first landing 
there. Thus being taken ar advantage we had the worat : for our compaiue 
was not past sixteen* or twflnrie ^ whereof they had Elaine one or two 
before they were come to the houses ; yet we skirmished with them an 
hours and an halfe : at the last being lore overcharged with multitudes, 
we were driven down from the hill to the water* side, and there kept *h«n 
play a while, until in the end Zacharie Saxie, who with his halberd ha 
kept the way of the hiSL and slaine a couple of them, a* hee breathed lum- 
sdfe being *omewhaT tired, had an honourable death and it short: for a 
shot struck* him to the hean : who feeling himsdfe mortally wounded 
dyed to God for merde, and fell downe presently dead. But wine alter 
the cncmie was driven somewhat to rerire from the bankes side to ie 
green* ; and in the endc our bwrte Came and carried as many of our men 
away as could goe in her, which was ill hazard of sinking while they hasten 
into it : And one of our men whose name was Robert Maddock* was shot 
through the head with his nwne peecc, being a snap-hanue, as hec was 
hating into the boate* But four® of us were left behind* which the boate 
could not Carrie : to wit, my self® Francis Pretie, Thomas Andrew**, 
Steven Gunner, and Richard Ro&c : which had our shot reads* mi retired 
our selves unro a diffc, untill die boat* cam* againc, which presen y 
after they had carried the rest aboard- There were rira and fortic ed the 
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enemies skine by \i% whereof They hid dragged some into busing and same 
into olde houses, which wee found iftrrw^rd. Wee lost twelve men in 
maner following. 


Shine by the etiemit 


1 Zacharie Sajcfe, 

2 Neales Johnson, 

3 William Gei infield, 

4 Nicolas Hendie, 

5 Henry Cooper* 

1 Robert Maddocke, killed with bis peece 

2 Henry Mawdly, burnt, 

i Edward the gunners man, \ > , 

* AmbrwcthemnsiriM, j drownd 

1 Walter Till lard, | 

2 Edward Smith, taken prisoner* 

3 Henry Aselye, 


The selfc ame day being the second of Jane, we went ora sheave ajpinc 
with scrcntie men, and had a frail skirmish with the enemies, and drave 
them to retire, being an hundred Spaniards serving with muskeg and two 
hundred Indians with howc% area wo* and darts. This dorae^ wee set fire 
on the towne and burnt it to the ground, having in it to the number of 
rhree hundred houses : and shortly after made Imvocke of their fiddes, 
orchards and gardens, and burnt fourc great ships more which were in 
building on the stockes. 

The third of June the Content which was our vice-admiral! was haled 
on ground, to grave at the same place in despight of the Spaniards : and 
also our phmessc which the Spaniards bad burned, was new trimmed. 

The fift day of June wee departed out of the roadc of Puna, where wee 
hud remained eleven dayes, and turned up for a place which h called Rio 
dolct where wee waters?! : at which place also wccsunlte our rent-admirall 
called The Hugh Gallant for want of men, being a barkc of fortie ttmn«. 

The tenth day of the same moncth wee set the Indians on shears which 
we bad taken before in a kibs as we were comming Into the road of Puna, 

Tile eleventh day wee departed from the sayd Rio Joke. 

Tlie twelft of June woe doubled the Equinocnal line, and cnritumed our 
course North ward e all that moncth. 

The first of Julie wee had sight of the Cook of Nuon Kspanna, being 
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foure leagues distant from land in the latitude of ten degrees to the North- 

W The ninth of Julie wee tooke a new ship of the burthen of 120 tunnes, 
wherein was one Michael Sancius, whom our Generali tooke to serve his 
turne to water along the coast : for hee was one of the best coasters m the 
South sea. This Michael Sancius was a Provensal, borne in Marsa*S and 
was the first man that tolde us newes of the great ship called The Santa 
Anna, which wee afterward tooke comming from the Philippinas. 

There were sixe men more in this new shippe : we tooke her sailes, her 
ropes, and firewood, to serve our turnes, set her on fire, and kept the men. 

The tenth we tooke another barke which was going with advise of us 
and our ships all along the coast, as Michael Sancius tolde us: but all the 
companie that were in the barke were fledde on shoare. >*one of both 
these ships had any goods in them. For they came both from Sonsonate 
in the province of Guatimala ; the new shippe, for feare we should have 
taken her in the road, and the barke, to carrie newes of us along the coast; 
which barke also wee set on fire. 

The 26 day of July wee came to an anker at 10 fathoms in the river 
of Copalita, where wee made account to water. And the same night wee 
departed with 30 men in the pinnesse, and rowed to Aguatulco, which is 
but two leagues from the aforesayd river ; and standcth in 15 degrees 
40 minutes to the Northward of the Equinoctial line. # 

The 27 in the morning by the breake of day wee came into the roade 
of Aguatulco, where wee found a barke of 50 tunnes, which was come 
from Sonsonate laden with cacaos and anile which they had there landed . 
and the men were all fled on shoare. Wee landed there, and burnt their 
towne, with the church and custome-house which was very fairc and large . 
in which house were 600 bags of anile to dye cloth ; every bag whereo 
was worth 40 crownes, and 400 bags of cacaos : every bag whereof is 
worth ten crownes. These cacaos goe among them for meate and money. 
For 150 of them are in value one rial of plate in ready payment. I hey are 
very like unto an almond, but are nothing so pleasant in taste : they eate 
them, and make drinke of them. This the owner of the shippe tolde us. 
I found in this towne before wee burnt it, a flasket full of boxes of balme. 
After we had spoyled and burnt the towne, wherein there were some 
hundred houses, the owner of the shippe came downe out of the hilles wit 
a flag of truce unto us, which before with the rest of all the townesmen 
was run away at our first comming ; and at length came abourd our 
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pinncsc upon Captain* llavm worcfe of safi: returns We carried Kim 
to the river of Cupalita where pur shippes rode : and when hee Came ro msr 
Genera!!, bee caused him to bee set nn shnarc in safetJe the same night, 
because lieu came upon the Captain e$ wortl 

The iS day we set sail* from Copalita* because the sea was sp great there* 
that wee could not KJl water, and ran the same night into the road* of 
Aguatidco, 

Ilie zg our Generali landed and went on shoare with tbtftic men two 
miles into the woods* where wee took* a Mestizo* whose name was Michael 
(le Traxiflo* who was customer of that town** and wee found with him 
two chambers full of h eh ituffe : wee brought him and his stutTv abourct. 
And wherr.i* I say he was a Mestizo, it is to be understood that a Mestizo 
is one which hath a Spaniard to 3 m father ft rid an Indian to his mother. 

The second day of August, we had watered* and examined the said 
Mestizo, and set him on shore again* and departed from the port of 
Agufttuko the *4me night* which itumledi as I $ayd before in 15 degrees 
and 40 mi nuts to the Norrhward of the lyne. 

Here wee overs!ipped the haven of Acapulco, from whence the slrippc* 
iire set fborth for the Philippine 

The fuurc and twentieth day of August* our General! with 30 of us 
went with the pmnesse unto ait haven called Puerto de Narividad* where 
wee had mteUigcnce by Michael Smioui that there should bee a pinnae* 
but before wee could get thither rhe saydu pinnessc was gone to dah for 
parks il leagues further* us wc were informed by certain* [itdians which 
we found there. We (oobe a mulklo in rhis place* in his bedde, whicli wu 
sent with letters of advise concerning us along the coast, of Nucy.v Galicia* 
whn&c horse wee killed* looke his letter^ I^et him bchinde, set hire on the 
hmisea* and burnt two new* shipped ol 200 runnea the piece* which were 
in building there on the stocked, ami came aboard of our shipper apaine. 

The 4 x*. and rwentie day of August, wee came into the bay ol h I ago* 
where wee watered at a fresh River* along which river many pkntans are 
growing : here is great abundance of fresh fi$h + Hecrc also certain* of our 
conrip-tnic dragged for pearlcs and caught some quantise- 

The seconuof September wee departed from Sane t ago at four* of the 
clnckc in, the evening. This bay of Sant lugo stamleth in ninctcore degrees 
and eighteen* mimics to the ftorrhward of the 3 yne. 

The 3 of September ww arrived in a Istle bay a league to the Westwards 
oil Fort de NuUvadad called Malacca* which is a very good place to ride in : 
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and the <-vme day about twelve of the d«ke tmr Gttmf ^.(W with 
Thirtte men nr .here about, and went up w>a tmof 
two league* from die road, which towne n railed AvatUn. there were 
in it abuut 20 nr 30 house* and a Church, which we defied and uime 
ahourd aguhic the Lt night. AH tile people were fled our of the towne 

ar 'the'fourth of September, wee departed from the roade of Malacca, and 

wc^rame to the ruade of Chaccalb, in which hay there are two 
Ijtle houses by the water? side. This hay is 18 leagues from the Cape de los 

The qTn the morning our Generali sent up Captaine Havers with forne 
men of us before day, and Michael handu? being our guide, wee went unto 
» place about two leagues up into the Countrcy in a mostvillas nous deart 
path through the woods and wilJcnic^e : and m the aide we to a 
place where wee tookc three housbnldcre with theirwives and children and 
some Indians, one cirpetlW which was u Spaniard^ and u I omigali, w*e 
bound them all and made them ro come to the ski side with us. 

Our Generali made their wives to fetch us Planting Lymmons, and 
Granges, Pine-aples and other frairas whereof they had abtmdance, + tnd w 
Jet their hushmdes depart, except Semhrano the Spanish Carpenter* and 
Diego the Portugal ; and the tenth day wee departed the roade. 

The twelfth day wee arrived at a little Island called rhe Isle ol Sam 
Andrewc* on which tKot ii p™t store of fowle and wood : where wee 
dryed and salted as many of the fowled as we thought good : wee am 
Id fled ibrro abundance of scales, and Iguanas which arc a kmdc of Serpen^ 
with foure fccte, and a long ftharpe layle, to them which have not 

seenc them ; but they arc very good mcate. W« ndde here «tin LI tine 
seventeenth dav, at which time wee departed. . - 

The 24 day wee arrived in the roade of Masurian, which stand ?t*\ m 
1% destrees L just under the Tropicke of Cancer : It n a very fjrwt river 
urithiii, but'ir ts tarred at the mouth : and upon the North side of the 
barre without* is good fresh water : but there is very evil- nlluigot ir : 
because at a lowe water it is riioald balfe a mile off the shoare + The re is 
great store of fresh fish in that bay : mid good fruit® up into the countrey, 
whereof wee had some^ though not without danger. 

The seven and twentieth day of September, wee departed from the roade 
of Masurian and ran to an island which is a league to the Northward tlie 
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-ayd Maasatkn, where w« trimmed our 'hips and new built nur pinnene : 
and rh. re is a litk island a quarter of a league from it, (in which are sea.es : 
where a Spanish prisoner, wW name was Domingo, being sent to wash 
shirt,- with one «f our men to kcq> him, made a srape, it swtm to the 
matne, which was an English mile distant : at which place we had seen 
10 or 40 Spaniards & Indians, which were horsemen, and kept watch 
there, which came from a towns called Chiametla, which was 11 eagues 
uu into the countrey, as Michael Santius told us, We found upon the 
isbuid where we trimmed uur ptfini^c, Fresh water by the os^tst.-mcc o 
GlhI hi that our grdt noetic by of ^rec fontc det-pu in tlie e, 

where no water nnr of water was before to be perceived. Otherwise 
we had gone baeke *o or 30 league to water i which might have bene 
occasion that we might have missed our prey wee had long wayted for. 
But God raised one Flores a Spaniard, which was also a prisoner with us 
to make a motion to dirge in the sands. Now our Generali having h,.r 
experience ones before oHhe like, commanded to put his mot.on it. pr .ct.se, 
and in digging three footc deepe wee found very good and fresh water, bo 
we watered our ships, and might have filled a thousand n.nms more, if we 

We .rayed in tins island until I die t) day nf October, at which timer we 
departed at night For the Cape of S. Luctr, which is on the 'Vest side of the 

point of California. . . . 

The 1 + of October we fell with rhe cape of 5. Lucar, which tape is very 
like the Needles at the isle of Wight; and within Ac said Cape is a gr«t 
bxy called hv the Spaniards Aguada 5egura : mm which bay fallcth a faire 
fresh river, about which many Indians use to Veepc : w« watered in Ac 
river and Jay off and on from the saide cape of b. Lucar untiU the lounh of 
November, and had rhe winder hanging still Westerly. 

The 4 of November the Desire and the Content, wherein were the 
number of Englishmen onely living, beatmg up and dnwne 

upon the headland of California, which standeth m *3 degrees and if to 
the Northward, betwene seven and 8 of the dockc m the morning one 
of the company of our Admirall which was the trumpeter o t ic s up go ng 
up into the top .spied a sayle bearing in from the sea with the tape, where* 
uU h« erved out with no small joy to himscife and the whole company, 
A savle, A say It, with which checrefull word the master of the ship and 
divers others of the company went also up into the mams tup, w no petytn mg 
the speech to be very true gave information unto our Generali at tliesc 
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happy newes, who was no lesse glad then the cause required : whereupon 
he gave in charge presently unto the whole company to put all things in 
readines, which being performed we gave them chase some 3 or 4 hourcs, 
standing with our best advantage and working for the winde. In the 
afternoone we gat up unto them, giving them the broad side with our 
great ordinance and a volee of small shot, and presently layed the ship 

aboord, whereof the king of 
Spaine was owner, which 
was Admiral of the south 
sea, called the S. Anna, & 
thought to be 700 tunnes in 
burthen. Now as we were 
ready on their ships side to 
enter her, being not past 50 
or 60 men at the uttermost 
in our ship, we perceived 
that the Captaine of the said 
ship had made fights fore and 
after, and layd their sailes 
close on their poope, their 
mid ship, with their fore 
castle, and having not one 
man to be seene, stood close 
under their fights, with 
lances, javelings, rapiers, & 
targets, & an innumerable 
sort of great stones, which 
they threw overboord upon 
our heads and into our ship 
so fast and being so many 
of them, that they put us 
off the shippe againe, with the losse of 2 of our men which were slaine, 
& with the hurting of 4 or 5. But for all this we new trimmed our 
sailes, and fitted every man his furniture, and rave them a fresh encounter 
with our great ordinance and also with our small shot, raking them through 
and through, to the killing and maiming of many of their men. Their 
Captaine still like a valiant man with his company stood very stoutely unto 
his close fights, not yeelding as yet : Our General encouraging his men 
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a frail with the whole noysc of trumpets gave ihem the third encounter 
with DUf great ordinance And alt our small shot to the great discomforting 
of our enemies raking them through hi divers places, killing and ‘.polling 
many or their men. Ihey Wing thus discomforted and spoiled, and their 
shippe being in hsraatd of sinking by reason of the mat shot which were 
made, wherof some were under water, within S or 6 heiurts light set out 
A flacce of truce and park'd for mercy, desiring our Generali to save their 
lives, and to take their goods, and that they would presently yetiU. Our 
Generali of his cmxlnra promised them mercy, and willed them to striKe 
their aylcs, ft nd re hnvnc out their bretre and to come aboord : which 
newor tliey were fid g|ad to h*ir* of, and presently strike their «ile% 
hnv-ed their boat out, and one of their cheife mar chants came aboonl unto 
our Generali : and falling downe upon his knees, offered » have kissed 
our Generals feetc, and craved mercie : nur General ra«i graciously 
pardoned both him and the rest upon promise of their true dealing with hun 
and his company concerning such riches as were in the shippe . an sen* 
fnr the Captaine and their Pilots who at rheir coalmine; used the like 
tin eric and reverence ns the former did. 1 he Generali ot his great mercy 
ti huminitic, promised their live, and good usage. The ayd Captaine an 
Pilotc presently certified the Generali what goods they had within boord, 
to wit. an hidnrfreth and thousand pof goldc : and the rest o 1 1 c 
riches that the ship was laden with, was in si Ikes, rattens, damasks, with 
mu ke & divers other mardundi/c, and great store of il manor of victual* 
with the choyse of many conserves of all suite for to cite, and ->t sundry 
sorts of vct y good wine. These things being made knoww to the GencraM 
by the iforcsudc Captaine and Pilotc, they were commanded lo stay aboard 
the De-sire, and on the 6 day of November following wee went into an 
harbour which is called hy' the Spaniards, Aguad.1 Segura, ot Puerto 

^Hcre the whole company of the Spaniards, both of men and women 
to the number of 19O persona were set on shore : where they had a fayre 
river of fresh water, with great store of fresh fish, foulty and wood, am 
also many hares and Conies Upon the iiiuine land. Our general! aht> gave 
them great store of victuals, of garuamos, pea^m, and seme wine. Also 
they had all the snlcs of thdr shippe to make them tents on shore, wiUi 
licence to take such store of plank* as should bee sufficient to make tliem 
a barke. Then wc fell to horsing in of our goods, sharing of the treasury 
and dotting to every man his portion. In Cc vision whereof the eight ot 
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this moneth, many of the company fell into a mutinie against our Generali, 
especially those which were in the Content* which neverthelesse were after 
a sort pacified for the time. 

On the 17 day of November, which is the day of the happy Coronation 
of her Majestic, our General! commanded all his ordinance to be shot off, 
with the small shot both in his owne shippe where himselfe went, and also 
in the Content, which was our Vice-adnuraiL This being done, the same 
night we had many fireworkes and more ordinance discharged, to the great 
admiration of all the Spaniards which were there : for the most part of 
them had never seene the like before. 

This ended, our Generali discharged the Captaine, gave him a royall 
reward, with provision for his defence against the Indians and his company, 
both of swords, targets, pieces, shot and powder to his great contentment : 
but before his departure, he tooke out of this great shippe two yong lads 
borne in Japon, which could both wright and reade their owne language, 
the eldest being about 20 yeers oide was named Christopher, the other was 
called Cosmos, about 17 yeeres of age, both of very good capadtie. He 
tooke also with him out of their ship, 3 boyes borne in the isles of Manilla, 
the one about 15, the other about 13, and the yongest about 9 yeeres old. 
The name of the eldest was Aiphonso, the second Anthony de Dasi, the 
third remaineth with the right honourable the Countesse of Essex* He 
also tooke from them, one Nicholas Roderigo a Portugal!, who hath not 
onely bene in Canton and other parts of China, but also in the islands of 
Japon being a countrey most rich in silver mynes, and hath also bene in the 
Philippinas* 

Hee tooke also from them a Spaniard whose name was Thomas de 
Ersola, which was a very good Pi lose from Acapulco and the coast of 
Nueva Espanna unto the islands of Ladrones, where the Spaniardes doe 
put in to water, sayling betweene Acapulco and the Philippinas : ip which 
isles of Ladrones, they finde fresh water, plan tans, and potato rootes : 
bowbeit the people be very rude and heathens. The 19 day of November 
aforesaid, about 3 of the clock in the aftemoone, our Generali caused the 
kings shippe to be set on fire, which having to the quantise of 500 tunnes 
of goods in her we saw burnt unto the water, and then gave them a piece 
of ordinance and set sayle joyfully homewardes towardes England with a 
fay re winde, which by this time was come about to Eastnortheast : and 
night growing neere, we left the Content a sterne of us, which was not as 
yet come out of the road. And here thinking she would have overtaken 
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ns, wr. lost her campamc acid never saw her ;i/tcr + Wee were sayling from 
this haven nf Aguada Scgum in California unto the ties of l^admno the 
rest of November, and all December, acid so forth unitl the 3 of Jan win e 
15RR, with a fairc windc for the spate 4£ dayes : and we esteemed it to 
be between 17 and 18 hundred leagues. 'The 3 day of January by sixe 
of the clocks in the morning wee had sight of one of the islands of La drones 
called the island nf Guana, standing in 13 degrees f toward the North, 
■Tied sapling with a gentle gale before the windc, by 1 ur 2 of the elocke 
in the afternoon^ tvee were come up within 2 leagues of the island, where 
we met with 60 or 70 sails? of canrag full of Savages, who Came off ro so 
unto us, and brought with them in their boalta pknUnS, coco$y potato 
reotes, and fresh fish, which they had caught at sea, and heUe them up 
unto us for to truck or exchange with us ; which when we perceived, wc 
made fast little pieces of old iron upon small cords and fishing lines, and 
so vered the iron unto their canoas, and they aught hold or them and 
tookc off tile iron, and in exchange of it they would make hist unto the 
acne line either a potato route, or a bundle nf plantain which we haled 
in : and thus our company csichangcd with them until they had samfied 
iliemsdvts with as muds as did content them ; yet wc could not he rid 
nf them. For afterward they were So thiefce about the ship, that it stemmed 
& brake i nr 2 of their cmoa$ : but the men saved themselves being in 
every canoa 4, 6, or 8 persons all naked & excellent swimmers and diver?* 
They are of a tawny colour hi marvellous fat* & bigger ordinarily of stature 
then the mast part of our men in England, wearing their luiire marvellous 
Jong 1 yet some of them have it made up and tyed with a knot on the 
crow re, & some with z knots, mudi like unco their images which wee 
saw them have carved in wood, and standing in The head of their boates 
like unto the images of the dcvUL Tlicir Cinoa$ were a* artificially made 
,is any that ever wee had scene - considering they were made and contrived 
without any edge-toole, They are not above nalfe a yard in liredch and 
in length some seven or eight yardes, and their header And sterncs arc both 
alike* they are made out with rafws of cancsand reedes on the starrcbonJside, 
with maiste atad sayle : them ^yte In made of mattes of sedges, square of 
triangle wise : and they saile as wdl right a^Inst the Wtodt as before the 
Whuk : These Savages followed us so long, that we Could not be rtude 
of them : until! in the end our General commanded Some kmc doicn 
harijucbuzes to be made reudv \ and hinuelfe itrookc one of them and the 
rest shot at them : but they were so yarc and nimble, that we could not 
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disceme whether they were killed or no, because they could fall backward 
into the sea and prevent us by diving. . 

The 14 day of January lying at hull with our ship all the middle watch, 
from 12 at night until foure in the morning, by the breake of day wee fell 
with an headland of the isles of the Philippinas, which is called Cabo del 
Spirito Santo which is of very great bignes and length, high land in the 
middest of it, and very low land as the Cape lyeth East and West, trending 
farre into the sea to the westward. This cape or island is distant from 
the ile of Guana, one of the Ladrones, 310 leagues. We were in sayling 
of this course eleven dayes with skant windes and some foule weather, 
bearing no sayle two or three nights. This island standeth in 13 degrees, 
and is a place much peopled with heathen people, and all woodie through 
the whole land : and it is short of the chiefest island of the Philippinas 
called Manilla about 60 leagues. Manilla is well planted and inhabited 
with Spaniards to the number of sixe or seven hundred persons : which 
dwell in a towne unwalled, which hath 3 or 4 small blocke houses, part 
made of wood, and part of stone beeing indeede of no great strength : they 
have one or two small Gallies belong to the towne. It is a very rich place 
of golde and many other commodities ; and they have yeerely trafficke 
from Acapulco in Nueva Espanna, and also 20 or 30 shippes from China 
and from the Sanguelos, which bring them many sorts of marchandize. 
The marchants of China and the Sanguelos are part Moores and part heathen 
people. They bring great store of gold with them, which they trafficke 
and exchange for silver, and give waight for waight. These Sanguelos are 
men of marveilous capacitie in devising and making all maner of things, 
especially in all handie craftes and sciences : and every one is so expert, 
perfect, and skilfull in his facultie, as fewe or no Christians are able to goe 
beyond them in that which they take in hand. For drawing & embrodering 
upon satten, silck, or lawne, either beaste, fowle, fish or worme, for livelines 
and perfectnes, both in silke, silver, gold, & pearle, they excell. Also the 
14 day at night wee entred the streights betweene the island of Luzon, & 
the island of Camlaia. 

The fifteenth of January wee fell with an island called Capul, and 
had betwixt the sayd island and another island but an narrowe passage, 
and a marveilous rippling of a very great tvde with a ledge of 
rockes lying off the poynt of the island of Capul : and no/danger but 
water ynough a fayre bredth off: and within the point a fayre bay 
and a very good harborough in foure fathomes water hard aboord the 
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shore within a cables length. About to of the clock in the morning 
wee came to an anker. 

Our shippe was no sooner Come to an anker, but presently there came a 
canoft rowing aboard us, wherein was nnc of the chief Cliques of the 
island whereof there be seven, who supposing that we were Spaniard**, 
brought m potato rooted which they call emmotns- and greene cocos, in 
exchange whereof wc gave his company pieces of tinnen to the quantise 
of a yard for fourc Cocos, and as much tinnen fnr a basket of potato facie* 
of a quart in quantitic * which route* are very good meat, and excellent 
swectc either routed or boylcd. 

Thh Cask]ties skinne was carved and cut with sundry and many strakes 
and devise nil over his body- We kept him still aboard and caused him to 
send those men which brought him aboard Kick* to the island to cause 
the rest of the principals to come aboord : who were no sooncr gone on 
share, but presently the people of the island curie downe with their coots 
and potato routes, and the rest of the principals likewise came aboard and 
brought with them henn« and hogges : and they used the same order 
with us which they doe with the Spaniards For they ronke for every 
hog (which they cal Batboye) eight rials of plate, and for ever y henna or 
encke one rinll of plate. Thus wc rode at anker all that day, doing nothing 
hue buying rootes, 0x0$, hennes, hogns, and such things as they brought^ 
refreshing our solve* marvellously w + <Qr 

The same day at night beetng the fifteenth of January 158% Nicolas 
Rode ri go the Portugal, whom wee tooke out of the great Santa Anna at 
the Cape of California, desired to speahe with our General in secret: 
which when niir General understood, he sen t for him, & asked him what 
lie had to say unto him. The Portugal made him this answer, that although 
he had offended his worship heretofore, yet nowc hee had vowed his Faith 
and true service unto him, and in respect thereof he nett her could nor 
would concede MCh treason as was in working against hint and hi* Company : 
and dial thk That the Spaniard which was taken out of the great 
sant Anne for a Pilots, wh*we name was Thomas de Ersbla, had written 
a latter, and secretly sealed ri and locked it up in his ch&u% meaning to 
convey !t by the inhabitants of this island to Manilla, the coni cuts whereof 
were : That there had bene m English ships along the coast of Clull, 
Peru, Nucva Espanna* and Hum Galida, and that they had taken many 
shipps and march and i/c in them, and burnt divers towtio, and railed dl 
that ever they could come unto, and that they had taken the kings ship 
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wtiich cunc from MoniSU and all his tre&aurc, with fill *br. mirchandizc 
that was therein j and had all the people on shore, raking himsulfc 
away [Krfnrtc. Therefore he willed them that Ehty should make strnne 
their bulwark* wEtli their two Gabies, and all such provision as they could 
possibly make. tie further signified, that wee were riding at an tuand 
culled Capul, which waa at tile end of the island of Manilla* being but one 
shippe with small force in it, and that the other ship, as be supposed, was 
gone for the North-wort passage, standing in 55 degrees : and that if they 
could use any mcanes, to surprize us being there ar an anker, they should 
dispatch it: for our force was but small, and our men hur weakc, and that 
he place when* we nude was but 5^ I-^gues from them. Otherwise it 
they let us escape, within fbwe yceres they must make account to have their 
townc besieged and .sacked with an armie of English* "This infomuh on 
hftng given* our Generali called for him, and charged him with these 
things which at tike first he utter!v denyed : but in die ende, the matter 
bang mado manifest and Lnowen of ccmmtie by especial! try all iwid prodfts, 
the neat morn big our General willed rim he should be hanged : which 
was accordingly performed the t 6 of January. 

On the 23 day of January* our Generali M. Thomas Candish caused 
al the prindpak of this island, and of mt hundred islands more* whicli he 
had made to pay tribute unto him (which tribute was in bongos, hennes, 
potatoes and cocos,) to appear*: before him, and made himselfr and hk 
company knowne unto them* that they were English men, and enemies 
to the Spaniardcs 1 and thereupon spread*: his Ensignc and Minded up the 
drummes, which they much marvelled at: to conclude, they promised both 
themselves and all the islands thereabout to ayde him, whensoever hee 
should* come again* to overcome the Spaniards Also our Generali gave 
them, in token dial wee were enemies to the Spaniard*^, money bicke 
a^ine for all their tribute which they had payed : which they tooke 
marvcilnus friendly, and rowed about our sbippc to shew* us pleasure 
marvellous swiftly 1 at the last our gene rail caused a sakee to be shot off, 
whereat they wondered, and with great contentment took their leaves nt us 
1 he next day being 1 the twentie foure of Jamiarie, wee sette sayle about*: 
sixe of the dock in the morning, and ran along the coast of the iyhind of 
Manilla, limping our course North west between* the isle of Manilla and 
the isle of Mas bat. 

The a8 day in the morning about j of tlic dockc, tiding at an anker 
betwixt 2 islands, wee spied a Frigat under her two txmnrcs* camming out 
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bctwecnc 2 other islands, which ss we inwincd came From Manilla say ling* 
close ftboord the shore along the main* island of Panama : wc chased this 
Frigat along the shore, Si gat very fiwt upon it, until in the cii<J we came so 
ncerc that it stood in to the shore dose bv a winde, untill slice was becalmed 
and was driven to strike her $ayle* and hanked un with her oarcs : where¬ 
upon we came unto w anker with our ship* a league and un halfc from 
the place where the Frigate rowed in ; nru 3 manned our bout with haltc 
a dozen shot ami as many men with swords* which did row the bout; 
thus we made after die Frigate which had hoysed saile and ran into A river, 
which we could not find. But as we rowed along the shore, our bontc 
came imn very shallow water, where many weirds and sticks were set up 
in divers places in the sea, from whence 2 or 3 canoa-s came forth, whereof 
one truck somewhat nccre unto us, w p ith 3 Q r 4 Indians in it : wc culled 
nmtn fhcTTij bur they would not tome itecrer unto us, Hue rowed from u* * 
whom wee durst not fnllnwc too Furrc From fen re o* hrinring our selves 
to much to the leewardc of our ship* Here, m we looked about us* we 
espied another Balsa or canoa of a great bignes which they which were in 
her, did set along as we do usually set a barge with long staves or pole*, 
which wvs budded up with great canes* and below hard by the water made 
to row with cares 1 wherein were about 5 or 6 Indians and one Spaniard : 
no we m wee were Come almost at ihe Balsa* wee ran a ground with our 
bottle ' t but one or two of our men leaped over-boord and freed it againc 
presently, and keeping thwanc her head, we byoJ her aboard and tookc 
in to m die Spaniard^ but the Indians leaped into the sea and dived and 
rose fame off againc from us. Presently upon the caking ol this canoa* 
there the wed upon the smd a band of souldien marching with an ensigne 
having a red Crow Like the Hsigge of England, which were about 5 , °. or 
60 Snanlarda?, which were lately come from Manilla to that towny which 
is called Ragaun in a Barke to fetch a new shtppe of the kings which was 
building in a river within the hay* and stayed there but for certain ynms 
char did serve For the rudder of the said ship* which they looked for every 
day. 

This bind of men shot at us from the shore with their muskets, but hyt 
none of us* and wee *Jiot ai them againe ; they also manned 1 F rigatc and 
sent it out after our boat to bavr taken us, but wc with sailc “d cure, went 
from them : and when they perceived that they could not fetch us* but that 
they must come within danger of the ordinance ol our ids ip* they stood m 
with the shore againc and landed their men* and presently sent their Frigate 
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about the point, but whether we knew not So we came aboord with this 
one Span [aril, which wa$ neither smildicr nor sylcr, but one that was critic 
among the ret from M anil la, and had bcnc in the hospital there a long 
time before, and wa* a very simple soule, and such a one as could amwere 
to very lirtle that hoc was asked, concerning che state of the country. 
Here wee made at anker nil that night, and perceived that the Spaniards 
had dispersed ibdr band into 2 or 3 parts, .ind kepi great watch in Sit venal 
stcedes wiih fires and aborning off their pieces. This island bath much 
plaine ground in ii in many places, and many fay re and srraight trees do 
glow upon it, fir for to make excellent good unites far .all sorts of ships. 
There are also mvnC5 of very fine gold in [t winch are in the cuwndie of 
the Indians. And to the South-ward of this place, there is another very 
great island* which is not subdued by the Spaniards, nor any ether nation, 
The people which inhabit it are all Negros ; and the island h called the 
island of Negros ; and is almost as bLgge as England, standing in Cf degrees : 
the most part of It setmeth to be very lowc Sand, and by all likelihood h 
very fruitful L 

The 29 day of January aboutc sixe of the dcckc in the morning we set 
saile, sending our bratc before until it waa two of die clock in the afrernoonc, 
passing all this rime as it were through a straight betwixt the Said 2 islands 
of Panama, and the island of Negros, and about 16 leagues off we espied 
a fay re opening, trending Sou rh west and by South, at which time our boats 
came aboord, and our Generali sent commendations to the Spanish captaine 
winch wee came from the evening before by the Spaniard which we tooke, 
and willed him to provide good store of gold ; for he meant for to see him 
with hia company at Manilla within fewe yecre% and that he did bur want 
a bigger brace to have landed hia nicri, or efce hec would have seene him 
then : and 50 caused him to be set on shores 

The S day of February by S of the dockc in the morning we espied an 
island neere Giblo, called Barochina, which srandeth in one degree from 
the Equinoctial line Northward. 

The 14 day of February we fell with 11 or 11 very small isbrnk, lying 
very low and flat, full of trees, and passed by some islands which be Buncke 
and have the dry sindb lying in the rnainc sea, "These islands neere the 
Malucoes, stand in 3 degrees and 10 min. to die South-ward of the iyniL 
On ihc iy day, one John Gimeford a Cooper dyed, which bad bene 
sicke of un olde disease a long rime. The 20 day wee fell with certain e 
other island* which had many snrmil islands among them, standing 4 degrees 
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to the South-ward of the lync* On the 21 day of Februarie, bring 
Ash Wednesday Captainc Havers dyed of 2 most fervent and pcvtilent ague, 
which hdd him furiously some 7 or B dayes, to the no small griefe of our 
Genemll and of all the rest of the company! who cauacd two Falcons and 
one Sucre to be shot off, with nil the small shone in the ship* who after 
he was shrowded in u sheets and a prayer styd, was Sieved over bord with 
great lamentation of us all Moreover* presently after his death my selfe 
with divert others hi the ship fell marvellously sicke, and so continued in 
very great paine for the space of three wtrekes or a nmneth by reason of the 
extrecrnc heat and un temper ame^e of the Climate, 

The first day of March having parsed through rhe Straights of Java 
minor and Java major, woe came to an ajidter under the Southwest parts 
of Java major : where wee espied certain? of the people which were fishing 
by the sea side in a bay which was under the yland. Then our Generali 
taking into the ship-boat certain? of his company, and a Negro which could 
speakc rhe Momco tongue, which hoc had taken out of the great S, Anna* 
made coward those fishere* which having espied our boat ranne on shoare 
into the wood for fetre of nur men : but our Gener.il! caused hLs Negro 
10 call unto them : who no sooner hard him Cali, but presently one of 
them came out it> the shore side and made answer e. Our Generali by the 
Negro enquired of him for fresh water* which they found* and caused the 
fisher to goe to the King and to cenifie him of a shippe that was come 
to have trafique for victuals, and for diamante, parley or any other nchc 
jewels that hue had : for which hee should have either gold? or other 
merchandise in cxcliange, "1 be fisher answered tluit we should have all 
manor of victuals that wee would request. Thus the boat came ah or A 
ajainc Within a while after wee went about to furnkhe our shtppe 
throughly wirh wood and water.. 

About the eighth of March two or three Gannas came from the town? 
unto us with eggs, hennes, fresh fish, orangey and lyme^ and brought 
word? wee should have had victuals more plentifully, but that ihey were 
so farre to bee brought to us where wee ridde. Which when our Generali 
heard hee weighed d Acker and stood? in neeref for the town? : and as wee 
were under &mc wee merte with one of the kings canoas cotmning toward? 
us 1 whereupon wee shoke the shippe in the wind? and stayed for the canw* 
untill it caioe ubord of us, and stood? into the bay which was turd by and 
Came to an ancker* In this canoa was die Kings Secret,trie* who hod on 
his head a piece of died linen doth folded up like a Turkca Tuliban : lie 

uj« + aaj ^ 


Hakluyt's Voyages 


was all naked saving about his waste, his breast was carved with the broade 
arrowe upon it : hee went barefooted : he had an interpretour with him, 
which was a Mestizo, that is, ha!fe an Indian and halfe a Portugal!, who 
could speake very good Portugese. This Secretaire signified unto out 
Generali that he had brought him an hogge, hennes, egges, fresh fish, 
sugar-canes and wine : (which wine was as strong as any aquavitae, and 
as deare as any rocke water :) he tolde him farther that hee would bring 
victuals so sufficiently for him, as hee and his company would request, and 
that within the space of foure dayes. Our Generali used him singularly 

well, banquetted him most royally with 
the choyce of many and sundry conserves, 
wines both sweete and other, and caused 
his Mu si dans to make him mu si eke. This 
done our Generali tolde him that hee and 
his company were Englishmen 5 and that 
wee had bene at China and had had trafique 
there with them, and that wee were come 
thither to discover, and purposed to goe to 
Malaca, The people of Java tolde our 
Generali that there were certaine Portugals 
in the yland which lay there as Factours 
continually to trafique with them, to buy 
Negros, doves, pepper, sugar, and many 
other commodities. This Secretarie of the 
King with his interpretour lay one night 
abord our shippe. The same night, be¬ 
cause they lay abord, in the evening 
at the setting of the watch, our Generali commanded every man in 
the shippe to provide his harquebuze and his shotte, and so with shooting 
off 40, or 50. small shot and one Sacre, himselfe set the watch with them. 
This was no small marveile unto these heathen people, who had not 
commonly scene any shippe so furnished with men and Ordinance. The 
next morning wee dismissed the Secretarie and his interpretour with all 
humanitie. 

The fourth day after, which was the 12, of March, according to their 
appointment came the Kings canoas j but the wtnde being somewhat skant 
they could not get abord that night, but put into a bay under the yland 
until! the next day, and presently alter the breake of day there came to 
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The number of Q. or to. of the Kings canon so deepely bden with victuals 
05 they could swim, with two great live oxeti, h&IFc a store of wonderful! 
great and &£ hedges! n number of Fiennes which were alive, drakes, geese, 
eggs, plantan*, sugar dries, sugar in plates, Cocos sweet oranges arid sowrc, 
lymes, great store of wine and aquavits, silt to seasoct victuals withal 1 , 
arid almust all nmner of victuals else, with diver? of the Kings officer? which 
were there. Among all the rest of die people in one of these canoas came 
two Portugales, which were of middle stature, and men of marvellous 
proper personage ; they were ddi of diem in a loose jerkin, and hose, 
which came dowEie from the waste to the ancle, because of the use of the 
Cuuntrcv, and partly because it was Lent, and a time for doing of their 
penance, (for they aocompt ir as a thing of great dislike among these heathens 
to wcare either hrwe or shoes on tbeEr fccte they had on cch of them a 
very faire and a white lawne shirt, with falling bands on the same, very 
decently* oncly their hare legs excepted. These Fortunes were no small 
joy uEim nur Gmcndt and all the rest of our company : For we had nor 
seene any Christian that was out friend nf a veere and an haJfe before. 
Out Generali used and intreared them singularly well, with banquets and 
musiche t They told us that they were no (esse glad to see us, then wee 
io see them, and enquired of the estate of rheir countTey, and what was 
become of Don Antonio their King, and whether her were living or no : 
for that they had not of long time bene in Portugal!* and that the Spaniards 
had always brought them worde that bee was dead Then our Generali 
satisfied them in every tiemaund i Assuring them* that their King was 
alive, and in England, suid had honourable allowance of our Queene, and 
that there waa wane bctwcenc Spaiitc and England, and that we were conic 
under tile King of Portugal! into the South sea, and had warred upon the 
Spaniards there, and had fired, spoiled and sutdee all the ships along the 
coast that we could mecte withal!, to the number of eightccEie or twuitic 
sailed. With this report they were sufficiently satisfied. 

On the other side they declared unto us the state of the yhmd of Java. 
First tire pkmiftilnrs ami great choisc and Store of victuals of all sorts, & 
of aU maner of fruits as before h set dnwnc : Then the great and rich 
marchandErje which are there to be hasi Thoi tliey docribeJthe properties 
and namre of the people as folhweth. The name tif the King of that part 
of the yland was Raja Bolamboam, who was a man had in great majestic 
and feare among thtm The “ommon people may not hargaine, sell, or 
caching* any thing with any other nation without spcdall Licence from 
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their king : and if any so doe, it is present death for him. The King 
himselfe is a man of great yeeres, and hath an hundred wives, his sonne 
hath fiftie The custome of the countrey is, that whensoever the king 
doeth die, they take the body so dead and burne it and pre*rve the ashes 
of him, and within five dayes next after, the wives of the said king so dead, 
according to the custome and use of their countrey, every one of them goe 
together to a place appointed, and the chiefe of the women, which was 
neerest unto him in accompt, hath a ball in her hand, and throweth it 
from her, and to the place where the ball resteth, thither they goe all, and 
turne their faces to the Eastward, and every one with a dagger in their 
hand, (which dagger they call a Crise, and is as sharpe as a rasor) stab them¬ 
selves to the heart, and with their hands all to bee-bath themselves in their 
owne blood, and felling grovelling on their feces so ende their dayes. This 
thing is as true as it seemeth to any hearer to be strange. 

The men of themselves be very politique and subtile, and singularly 
valiant, being naked men, in any action they undertake, and wonderfully 
at commandement and feare of their king. For example : if their king 
command them to undertake any exploit, be it never so dangerous or 
desperate, they dare not nor will not refuse it, though they die every man 
in the execution of the same. For hee will cut off the heads of every one 
of them which returne alive without bringing of their purpose to passe : 
which is such a thing among them, as it maketh them the most valiant 
people in all the Southeast parts of the world : for they never feare any 
death. For being in fight with any nation, if any of them feeleth himselfe 
hurt with launce or sword, he will willingly runne himselfe upon the 
weapon quite through his body to procure his death the more speedily, and 
in this desperate sort ende his dayes, or overcome his encmie. Moreover, 
although the men be tawny of colour and go continually naked, yet their 
women be faire of complexion and go more apparelled. 

After they had thus described the state of the yland, and the orders and 
fecions of the people ; they tolde us farther, that if their king Don Antonio 
would come unto them, they would warrant him to have all the Malucos 
at commandement, besides, China, Sangles, and the yles of the Philippinas, 
and that hee might be assured to have all the Indians on his side that are 
in the countrey. After we had fully contented these Portugals, and the 
people of Java which brought us victuals in their Canoas, they tooke their 
leaves of us with promise of all good entertainement at our returnes, and 
our Generali gave them three great pieces of Ordinance at their departing 
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Thus the next day being the 16. of March we set saile towards the Cape 
of good hope, called by the Portugals Cabo de buena Esperancza on the 
Southermost coast of Africa. 

The rest of March and all the moneth of April wee spent in traversing 
that mightie and vaste Sea, betwecne the yle of Java and the maine of Africa, 
observing the heavens, the Crosiers or South-pole, the other starres, the 
foules, which are markes unto the Sea men of faire weather, foule weather, 
approching of lands or viands, the winds, the tempests, the raines Sc thunders, 
with the alterations of tides and currents. 

The io. day of May we had a storme at the West, and it blew so hard 
that it was as much as the ship could stirre close by under the wind : and 
the storme continued al that day and al that night. 

The next day being the 11, of May in the morning one of the company 
went into the top, and espied land bearing North, and North and by West 
off us, & about noone wee espied land to beare West off us, which as we 
did imagine was the cape of Buena Esperanza, wherof indeed we were 
short some 40. or 50. leagues : and by reason of the skantnesse of the winde 
we stood along to the Southeast untill midnight ; at which time the winde 
came faire, and we haled along Westward. 

The 12. and 13. dayes we were becalmed, and the sky was very hazie 
and thicke until the 14. day at three of the clocke in the afternoone, at which 
time the sky cleared, and we espied the land aeaine which was the cape 
called Cabo Falso, which is short of the Cape de buena Esperanza 40 or 
50 leagues. This Cape is very easic to be knowen. For there are right 
over it three very high hilles standing but a smal way one off another, and 
the hiest standeth in the middest, and the ground is much lower by the 
seaside. The Cape of Good hope bearcth West and by South from the 
said Cabo Falso. 

The 16. day of May about 4. of the clocke in the afternoone the winde 
came up at East a very stiffe gale, which helde untill it was Saturday with 
as much winde as ever the ship could goe before : at which time by sixe 
of the clocke in the morning wee espied the promontorie or headland, 
called the Cape de Buena Esperanza, which is a reasonable hie land. Sc 
at the Westermost point a litle off the maine do shew two hammocks, the 
one upon the other, and three other hammocks lying further off into the 
sea, yet low land betweene and adjoyning unto the sea. 

This cape of Buena Esperanza is set down and accomptcd for two 
thousand leagues from the yland of Java in the Portugall sea carts : but it 
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b not hi much almmt hy an hundred and fiftie leagues, as we found by the 
running of our ship* We were in running of these eighteen^ hundred and 
fifrie leagues just nine weeks*. 

The eighth day of June by break* of day we M in righr of the yknd 
of S. Helena, seven or eight leases short oMt, having hut a small g*le of 
winde, or almost none at all : insomuch as we could not get into it that 
day, but stood ufF and on all tliat night. 

I he next day being the Q. of June having a pretie fctsie gale of 
wind we stood in with the shore, our boat being sent away before to 
make the harborough ; and about one of the clock c in die aftcantK'iLc 
we came unto an nicker in 12, tnhoms water rwo nr three cables length 
from the shore, in a very fair* and smooth bav under the Northwest bide 
of the yland H 

This viand is very high land, and lieth in the main* $ca standing as it 
were in the middest of the sea between* the main* land of Africa, and the 
main* of Brasilia and the coast of Guinea : And is in 15, degrees and 
4S. minus to the Southward uf the Equinoctial! line, and is distant from 
the Ope of Buena Espenuraa between* 5. and 6. hundreth leagues. 

r I he Sam* day about two or three of the clock* in the afternoon* wee 
went on short, where wee found a marvellous fair* Ar pleasant valley, 
wherdu divers handsome buildings and houses were set i.tpc and especially 
on* which was a Church, which was tyfed & whited on the outside very 
fail*, and mad* with a porch, and within the Church at the upper end 
was set mi altar, whereon stood a very large table set in a frame having 
in it the picture of our Saviour CllUOT upon the Crosse and the image 
of our Lady praying, with divert other histories curiously painted in the 
same. The rides of fhe Church were all banged with stained clothes having 
many devises driven in them. 

I here are two houses adjnyning to the Church, on each side one, which 
serve for ki (chins to dress* meat* in, with necessary roomes and houses of 
Office : the coverings of the said houses are made flat, whereon is planted 
j very fiure vine, and through both the said* houses runneth a very good 
and hokamc stream* of fresh water. 

1 here is al mi right over against tile said* Church a Fair* causey made up 
with scones reaching unto a valley by the seaside, in which valley is planted 
a S^dei^ wherein grow great store of pompiom and melons ; And upon 
the sat ie causey is a frame erected whereon hang* two belL$ wherewith they 
ring to Masse; and hard unto 11 b a Cross* set up, which is squared, framed 
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and made very artificially of free stone, whereon is carved in cyphers what 
time it was builded, which was in the yeere of our Lord 1571. 

This valley is the fairest and largest lowe plot in all the yland, and it is 
marveilous sweete and pleasant, and planted in every place either with fruite 
trees, or with herbes. There are fig trees, which beare fruit continually, 
& marveilous plentifully : for on every tree you shal have blossoms, greene 
figs, and ripe figs, all at ones : and it is so all the yere long : the reason is 
that the yland standeth so neere the Sunne. There be also great store of 
lymon trees, orange trees, pomegranate trees, pomecitron trees, date tre ®> 
which beare fruite as the fig trees do, and are planted carefully and very 
artificially with very pleasant walkes under and betweene them, and the 
saide walkes bee overshadowed with the leaves of the trees : and in every 
voyde place is planted parcelcy, sorell, basill, fenel, annis seede, mustard 
seede, radishes, and many speciall good hearbes : and the fresh water brookc 
runneth through divers places of this orchard, and may with very small 
paines be made to water any one tree in the valley. 

This fresh water streame commeth from the tops of the mountaines, and 
falleth from the cliffe into the valley the height of a cable, and hath many 
armes out of it, which refresh the whole yland, and almost every tree in 
it The yland is altogether high mountaines and steepe valleis, except it 
be in the tops of some hilles, and downe below in some of the valleis, where 
marveilous store of all these kinds of fruits before spoken of do grow : 
there is greater store growing in the tops of the mountaines then below in 
the valleis : but it is wonderfull laboursome and also dangerous travelling 
up unto them and downe againe, by reason of the height and steepenesse ot 

the There is also upon this yland great store of partridges, which are very 
tame, not making any great hast to (lie away though one come very neere 
them, but onely to runne away, and get up into the steepe cliffe. . we 
killed some of them with a fowling piece. They differ verv much from 
our partridges which are in England both in bignesse and also in co our. 
For they be within a little as bigge as an henne, and are of an ashe colour, 
and live in covies twelve, sixteen, and twentie together : you cannot go 
ten or twelve score but you shall see or spring one or two covics at the least. 

There are likewise no lesse store of fesants in the yland, which are also 
marveilous bigge and fat, surpassing those which are in our countrey in 
bignesse and innumbers of a companv. They differ not very much in colour 
from the partridges before spoken of. 
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Wife found moreover in this plage gnat store nf Gttinie cocks, which we 
«11 1 urkiei, of colour blacke and white, with red heads ► they are much 
about the same bigot ?e which ouri be of in England ; their ragw hr. white 
and as bigge os a Turkics egge. 

Theme arc in this ylaijd thousands of goates, which the Spaniards call 
t ahntos, which are very wilde : you shall see one or two hundred of than 
together, and sometimes you may heholdc them going in a flocke almost 
a mile long. Some of them, {whether it be the nature of the breed of them, 
or of the country I wot not) arc as big as an age, with a maliie like an 
nurse and a heard hanging down* to the very ground : they will clime 
up the cliffy which arc so sreepe that a man would thinks it a thing »n- 
[wz.'ble for any living thing to goe there. We tookc and killed many of 
tiicm for all their swifmes ; for there hr- thousands of them upon the 


ere arc m like miner great store nf swine which bit very wilde and 
lery rat, and of a marvellous bignes ; they kefpe altogether upon ike 
mountains, ami will very svidome abide any man to come ncere them, 
except it be by m«rt chance when thev be found asleep^ or otherwise 
according to their kmde, Lc taken layed m the mire. 

e found in the house, at our comming 3 , slaves which were Negros, 
? “£* * ,llch «^.homc m the yland of Java, which tolde us that the East 
Indian flectc, which were in number 5 . saitw, the least whereof were in 
purtlien S. or tJOO. tunne?, all laden with spies and Calicut doth, with 

* i, 0 ™. 0 ajl ^ vcr y 5t<5n<5 an< t pcarles, were gone from the Wide 

yhtnd of S. Helena but 20 days before we thithcS 

h , r JL yUt1 r t WuJ of r ifln £ rime by the Portugal;, and hath 

b ns. altogether planted by them, for their refreshing as they come from 
the Ea r Indis. Anti when they come they have all things plentiful for 
U-ctr rcHefe^ ™ that they suffer none to inhabit there that might 
spend , j p ,he fnm of the viand, except some venf few sickc person, in their 
company which they stand m doubt will not live until I they come home, 
whom they leave there to refresh thcmjdves, and take avWy the veere 

Siir^mTnrh" il T e tf f% Jivc “ i on 8' touch here rather in 

1 ' , m ^wnc East Indict then ar ihdr going thither, 

because they are throughly furnished with conre when they set out of 
Portugal, but arc but m candy victualled at their comming fruin the Indio, 
where there growtth little come. * 

1 he 20. day of June having taken in wood & water and refreshed our 
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selves with such things as we found there, and made deane our ship, we 
set saile about 8. of the docke in the night toward England. At our setting 
saile wee had the winde at Southeast, and we haled away Northwest and 
by West. The winde is commonly off the shore at this yland of S. Helena. 

On Wednesday being the thirde day of July we went away Northwest 
the winde being still at Southeast ; at which time we were in i. degree and 
48 minuts to the Southward of the Equinoctial line. 

The twelfth day of the said moneth of July it was very little winde, and 
toward night it was calme and blew no winde at all, and so continued untill 
it was Munday, being the 15. day of July. 

On Wednesday the 17. day of the abovesaid moneth wee had the winde 
skant at West northwest. Wee found the wind continually to blow at 
East, and Northeast, and Eastnortheast after we were in 3. or 4. degrees 
to the Northward ; and it altered not untill we came betweene 30. and 
40. degrees to the Northward of the Equinoctial Line. 

On Wednesday the 21. day of August the wind came up at Southwest 
a faire gale : by which day at noone we were in 38. degrees of Northerly 
latitude. 

On Friday in the morning being the 23. day of August, at foure of 
the clocke we haled East, and East and by South for the Northermost 
ylands of the Azores. 

On Saturday the 24. day of the said moneth by 5. of the clocke in the 
morning we fel in sight of the two ylands of Flores and Corvo standing in 
39. degrees and and sailed away Northeast. 

The third of September we met with a Flemish hulke which came from 
Lisbone, & declared unto us the overthrowing of the Spanish Fleete, to the 
singuler rejoycing and comfort of us all. 

The 9. of September, after a terrible tempest which caricd away most 
part of our sailes, by the mercifull favour of the Almightie we recovered 
our long wished port of Plimmouth in England, from whence we set foorth 
at the beginning of our voyage. 
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VOYAGE OF THE WORSHIPFULL M. THOMAS 
CANDISH ESQUIRE, 

intended for the South sea, the Phtlippinas, and the 
coast oi China, with 3* tall ships, and two harks. 


Wn/iVn Ay M. John a man vf gwd QbicrVatim 9 imphytd in the iamt w 
and many cihtr wy&gfi* 



BE HR it, of August l 591 , wee departed from Plimmouth 

MfflMwiih 3> tall ships, and two birk«s, The Gallon wherein 
gSj MSBj) M Guirfish went himsdfe being Admiral, The Roebucks 
vice ftdniirall whereof M r Cocke was Captain e, The Desire 
RferB Rcrc-ailmiralt whereof was Capuihe M. John Davis (with 
whom mad for whose ate 1 went this voyage) The Starke 
pi rmesse, and a barke of M. A din Gilbert, whereof M* Kiuidotfe Cotton 
wns Caroline. 


The 29, of November wee fell with the bay of Salvador upon tike coast 
of Brasil 12. leagues on this side Cabo Frio, where wee were becalmed 
until] the second of December : at which time wee rookc 1 small barke 
bound for the River ot Plate with sug?r, haberdash wares, and Negros. 
The Master of ibis baric brought us unto an vie called Ptatencta thirtic 
leagues Wat from Cabo Frio, where wee arrived the fift of December, 
anrf rifled sixe or seven houses inhabited by Portuplek The 1 i- wee 
departed from this place, and the fourteenth we arrived at the yle of S- 
Sebastian : from whence M Cocke and Ciptaine Davis presently'departed 
with I he Desire and the blacke pinncsjc, for the raking of the iowitc of 
Santas, The 15, at evening wc inckered ar rhe karre of Santos, from 
whence we departed with our boates to die townc > anct the noct morning 
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about nine of the dock* wee dime tn $anros* where being discovered, wee 
were in forced lo knd with 24, gentlemen* our lo=>£ bft.11 being fa etc Sterne, 
by wbidi expedition were tooke all the people of the rowne at Masse both 
men and women, whom wee kepi all that day in the Church as prisoners 
The cause why master Guidlib desired to take this towns was to supply 
his great wants : For being in Samus* and having it in quiet possesion, wee 
stood in assurance to supply all our ncedes in great abundance. Bur sudi 
was the negligence of our govemour master Cocke, that the Indiana were 
suffered to carry out of the townc whatever they would in open viewc, 
and no man did controll them : and the next day after wee had wonne 
the towne, our prisoners were all set at libertie, finely fuure poofe olde men 
were kept as pawnes to supply our warns. Thus in three dayes the rnwne 
that was able to furnish such another Flccte with all ktride of necessaries* 
was left unto ns nakedly Hire* without people and provision. 

Eight or tenne dayes after master Omdcsh himsetfe amt thither^ where 
hcc remaintd untill the 2*. of January* seeking hj intreatie to have that, 
whereof we were once powrortL But in condition wee departed out of 
the townc through cxtteenie want of victual!* not being able any longer 
to live there, and were glad to receive a fewe canisrew or baskets of Cu&avi 
mcalc ; so that in every condition wee went worse furnished from the 
mwnCj then when wee Came unto it. The 22. of January we departed 
from Santis* and burnt Sant Vincent to the ground, The 14- we set szilc* 
shaping our course for the Straights of Magellan, 

The seventh of February we had a very great sfcormc, and the eighth 
our Fleet was separated by the fury of the temper. T hen our Captainc 
called unto him the Master of our ship* whom he* found to be a very 
honest and sufficient man^ and cnnftmng with him he concluded to goc 
for Port Desire* which is in the Southerly latitude of 48* degree* ; hoping 
that the Generali would come thither, because that in Jm imt voyage he 
had found great relief* there. For our Captaine could never get any 
direction what Course to take in anv such extremities though many rimes 
hee had its treated for it* as often I have hard him with gride report. In 
styling to this port by good chance we met with The Roe-bucke, wherein 
mkiter Cocke had endured great extremities* and had lost h\> hmte, urn! 
therefore desired our Captain* to fceepe him company, for he* was in vrjy 
dope rate cisc. Our Captaine hoised out hi* boats, and went aburd him 
to know his estate* and returning tulde us the hardnese thereof, and desired 
the Master and all the company to be careful! in all thdr watches not to 
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loo$c The Roe-hue fa, and So wee both arrived at Purt Dtsire the sixth uf 
March. 

1 he 16 . of March 1 he Utaelvc pinneree came unto us, hut master Gilberts 
barite rame nor, but returned home to England, hiving their Captainc 
abort! the Roe-buckc without any provision more then rhe apparel I that 
hee wore, who came from then re abort! our ship to remainc with our 
Ciiptiinc, by reason of the great friendship betweene them. The i H. the 
Ga.con qbk into the road, and master Caodish came into the harborough 
in a hoar which he had made at sea . for his lone boat and light-horseman 
were J(w at sen,« also a pinna* which he had built at Samos ; and being 
abort! 1 he Desire lie tolde our Captaine of all his extremities, and spake 



r i) ui nm enm^my, and of divers fienuumcn that were with hiuu 
purposing no more ta w ubord hi* owne ship, but to stay tn The Desire 
- a sorrowed to heart such hand -speachis of ©ur good friends % but 
having spofccn with the gentlemen of the Galena wee found them faith fall, 
honest, itiid resolute in proceeding, although ir pleased our General! other¬ 
wise to conceive of them. 

The 20. of March we departed from Port Desi re, master Candish being 
in he Dwre with us. The dghth of April 1592, wee fell with the 
freights ™ Magellan, indunng many furious stormes bcrwtenc Pori 
Uotre and the Straghi. The i*. we passed through the first Straight, 
i™ ^ tfie secotid Straight being ten l^gu^ distant from the 

, \ .,5 Wl * doubled Cape F reward, which Cape lieth in 53. decrees 

1 ,c 1( ,‘ _' ww were inforced by the fury of rhe weather to out into 

a small coovc with our ships, 2. leasnes from the «td Can- tl,r K™.th 
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shgarcj where wee remained until the 15. uf May, In the which time 
wee imJarcii extreeuie stormes, with perpetual snow, where rainy of our 
men died with cursed filming and mine ruble cold* not having wherewith 
to cover their bodies, nor to fill their bellitx but living by muskles, water* 
uTgd weeds of the sea, with a small reliefe of the ship* sture in mealc soiitf- 
tiinr-. And all the sieke men in the Galuon were most uncharitably put 
a shore into the woods in the snowe, nine, and cold, when men of guod 
heal tli could skarccly in Jure ir, where they ended their lives in the highest 
degree of misery, master Candish all this while being iibord the Desire, 
In these great extremities of snow and cold, doubting what the ende would 
be, he asked our Gipiaincs opinion, because he was a man that had good 
experience of the Northwest pares, in his 3. several! discoveries tluU way, 
imp toyed by the mar chants of Loudon, Our Caprainc toldc him* that 
this snow was a matter of no lung continuance, and ^tve him sufficient 
reason for it, and that thereby hee could not much be prejudiced or hindered 
in his proceeding. Notwithstanding lie called together all the company, 
and tolde them, that he purposed not to stay in the Straights, but to depart 
upon sonic other voyage, or else to retume Kgabe for BliaL But his* 
resolution was to gra for the Cape of Buena E&pemn/a. The company 
answered, that if ic pleased him, they did desire lu 5 Cay Gods favour for a 
winde, and to Endure all hardnesse wnarsoever, rather then to give over the 
voyage, considering they had bene here bur a smal time, and because they 
were within fourtie leagues of the South sea, it grieved them now to returns f 
1 iui withstanding what hee purposed that they would performs So hee 
concluded to goe for the Cape of Buena Espcranza, and to give over this 
voyage. Then our Captaine, after master Candtsh was come abort! The 
Desire from miking with the company, tolde him, that if il pleased him to 
consider the great ejrtremuie of his estate, the slendemoM of his provisions 
wirh ihc weakenesse of his men, it was no course for him to proceed in 
thar newe enterprise : for if the rest of your shippes(said hee) bet furnished 
ana we ruble to thus, it is impossible to per forme your determination : lui 
wee have no more sailcs then mastes, no victuals* no ground- fir t rlmg , no 
Cordage more then is over head, and among seventie ana five persons, tlicrc 
is but the Master alone that can order the shippt, and but foureteenc say lets. 
The rest are gentlemen, semngmen, and artificers* 1 hereforc it will be 
u desperate case to take so hard an enterprise in hand These perswasiona 
did out Captaine not onely use to master Candiih, but also to rawter Cocke. 
In fine upon a petition delivered in writing by the chide o t the whole 
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company, rht- Gene fall determined fo depart nut itf The Straights of 
Magellan, and to returnc ugaiiic For Santos in Br.wil. 

Eft the 15. cl May wee set aJit the General! rhen being in the Gideon. 
1 he eighteenth wee were Free of the Sf neigh**, but at Cape Froward it 
00r hard hap lu have oyr boat sunk* at our Sterne in the night, ami 
to be split and sore spoiled, and rn loose all our ores. 

The twentieth of May being rhwart of Fort Desire, in the night rht 
Generali altered hi* course, as we suppose, by which occasion wee lost 
him : for in the evening he stood close by a wuide to sea weird, having the 
wlride at Kurthuorthcwr, and wee standing the same way, the winde not 
altemig, could not the next day see him : so that we then pets waded our 
selies. E-hilt lice waa gone for Fort Desire in relieve himselfe, of that hex 
had sustained some mischance at Str+h and waa gone thither to remedy [t. 
Whereupon our Captninc called the Genroll men unto him, with the rest, 
and asked their opinion what was to bee done. Every one sayde, that they 
thought thar the Generali was gone for Port Desire, Then the Master 
being the Generals man, and careful] nf hss masters service, ^ also nf good 
judgement in Sea^uBUten, tolde rhe company howc dangerous it was to 
goc for Port Desire, if wee should* there m&* the Generali : for {salde 
1 Lee) wee have no bu&te to bnde our selves, nor any cables nor amrkers that 
I^dare trust in so quldtc ^treames as are there : yet in all Sikrlyhwd con- 
cluduig that the Generali wras gone thither, wee stayed our course for Pori 
Heart, and by chance meric with the Bkekc pinnae, which had likewise 
lost the Fkete, king in very miserable case : so wee both Concluded to 
secke the Generali at Port Desire, 

The st*e and twentieth day of May wc came to port Dewrc, where not 
finding out Generali, as we hoped, being most slenderly victualled, without 
sjmvs, kutc, ora, nailes, cordage, and all orher noce&ariai for our reliefs, 
WC f ^ troo ^ cn ■f 10 a deadly sorrows But referring all to rhe providence 
and fatherly prntecnon of the Almighrie, wee entered the harbour, and by 
Gent favour found .i place of quiet roade^ which before wee knew* not. 
flAVing moved our shippe with the pinnctaa bcurc, wee landed upon the 
bouth shore, where wee found a standing pnofo of fr**h water, which by 
t^rnnarton might holds sume ttnrte tmiiics, whereby wee were graitly 
ennfoned. Fruai this pwlr wee fee more rhen fonie tunnes of water, xjid 
yer we left the pook as (till as wee found it. And because at our first being 
m this harbour wee were at this place and found no water, we pen waded 
our itlvo that God had sent it for our rdiefc. Abo there were such 
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ocfrnorJifiaTy low ebh« a$ we had never M*JWj whereby wee got mimtles 
in great ploitic. Likewise God sent about mir shippes grt^it +i*.u]ncLinre of 
smelts, so that with hookes made of pinnw every mat) taught as many a? 
hec couluc tut j by which imlmhch wee preserved our ships vicitidt. and 
spent not any during the time of our abode here. 

Our Capraine and Master falling into the consideration of our estate 
and dispatch to got- to the Generali, found our vmmr-j ms great, as that in 
a moncth wee coulde not litre mir shippe to set sails. For wee must needs 
set up a Smiths forge, to make bolts, spikes, and nayles, besides die repairing 
ut our other wants. Whereupon they concluded it to bee their beat course 
to take the pinneae, and to furnish her with the best of the company, and 
tsi boc to the Generali with all expedition, leaving the shippe and the rest 
™ the company untill the Generals rctume ; for hee had vowed to nur 
Captain e, rh*t hcc would returnt: swaine for the Streights, as h« had tolde 
ut * „ Cuptamc and Master of the pinnesse being the Generals men 
were Well contented wtth the motion. 

But the Generali having in our shippe two niDst pestilent fellowcs, when 
riej ne.inj of this determination they utterly miifliked it, and in secret 
V* 1 W1, h dlc . company of both ship pcs, vehemently perswadina them, 
that cur Captarne and Master would leave them in the count re y to bee 
devoured of the CMiikfi, and that they were merciJessc and'wit limit 
clurme : whereupon the whole Company joyneJ in secret with them in 
a Might to murther our Cipnine and Master,' with my selft, and ill those 
which they thought were rheir fWendcs. There were markes taken in 
hts caben howe to kill him with muskets through the shippes side, and 
?u.,cts made or silver for the execution, if their oilier purposes should fails. 

, *g|[ CL ‘d hereunto, except if were the bottswainr of our shippe, who 
iviiui ce knew the matter, and the slender ground thereof, reveiled it 
unto mir Master, and so to tile Captain* Then the fitter being called 

l™^ 0011 * ^r u . m n T* Mow« were found out, whow 

wefe t_ bjt rfrs Psrlc.tr and EdwiLrd Kir^irh. 

f ^ Captains being thus hardly beset in peril I of famine, and in dancer 
° murtheno^ was constrained to use lenirie, and by courteous memo ro 

n i_ 5 1 ? V*™. n & tilit to ** the General! service, unto whom 
fie tiad vowed faith m this action, was the Cauvc whv hee purposed to goo 
unto im in the pmnesse, Considering, tint the pinnesse was so necessary a 
t ing or him, as rh.it hee could not bee without her, because hcc was 
tearefuH of die shore in so great shippe*. Whereupon ail cried out with 
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curing and shearing, that the pinnissc should not gne unl^M the shippe 
went. I hen the Captamc desired them to she we fh^mselveji Christians, 
arid nut so blasphemously to behave themselves, without regard or thanke*- 
giving to God for their great deliverance^ and present sustenance bestowed 
upon them, slimming many examples of Gods sharp? punishment for such 
ingratitude 5 and wirhall promised ro doe any thing that might stand with 
their good liking. By which EeOlle speeches the matter was pacified, and 
the Captain* and Master at the request of the company were content to 
forgive thisJjjrfcn treachery of Parker Etnd Smith, who after many admonitions 
concluded m these wordes ■ TTie Lord judge between* you and mee ; 
which after came to a most sharp* revenge even by the punishment of 
the Almightie* 'I bus by a genera]I consent \t wai* concluded not to depart, 
hut there to stay for the Generals rctume. Then our Captain* and Master, 
seeing that they could wot dne the Generali that service which they desired, 
made a motion to the com panic, that they would lay down* under their 
handes the losing of the Generali, with the extremities wherein we then 
Stood* : whcrcunto they consented, and wrote under their bands as 
folio wetli. 


The testimonial! of the compame of I he Desire touching 
their loaing of their Generali, which appeareth to 
have becne utterly against their meanings. 




|HE 36 of August 1591 wee whose names bee here under 
written with divers others departed from Piimmouth under 
M. Thomas Candish our Generali, with 4 ships of hb, (a 
wit, The Gal eon. The Robuct, The Desire, and The 
Black piundb-e, for the performance of a to™ into The 
| South sea. T he 19 of November wc fell with the bay 
ot Salvador in Brasil. The i&. of December we tooke the mwnc 01 
Santos, hoping there to revictualE our telvcs, but ll fell nut out to our content- 
merit. The 24 of January we saile from Santos, Shaping our course for 
TTc Streighis of Magellan* The 8 of Feb marie by violent stormed the 
s-iyde fleete was parted : The Robuck and The Desire arrived in Porte Desire 
the 6 of March H The 16 of March The Black pinncs&e arrived there also : 
and the 1 3 uf the same our admiral E came into the roads ; with whom we 
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departed the 20 of March in poorc and weak* estate. The 8 of April! !5Q2 
we enured The Streights of Magellan. The at of April! wee alike red 
heyond Cape Froward, within 40 league* of The !soutIs sea, where wee 
rope until! the 15 of May* In which time wee had great store of snowc, 
with some gustie weather, the wind rotuiriuing still at WcKtnorthwoit 
against u$ T in tins rime wee were in farced for the preserving of our vi croak, 
to live the most piift upon muskier our provision was so slender 5 so that 
many of uur men dsi.il in this hard extremme- Then our General returned 
fui Brasil there to winter, & to procure victuals for this voyage against the 
next yeerc. So we departed The Straights rhe 15 of May, '1 he 2t being 
thwart of Port Desire 3a leagues oft the shoo re, the wind then at Northeast 
und by North, ar rive of the clock at night lying Northeast, wee suddenly 
east about lying Southeast and by South, and sometimes Southeast : the 
whole fleet* following the ad mi rill, our ship tomming under his lee shot 
ahead him, and so framed $aile lit to kcepc compaiiit. 'This night WClC were 
severed, by what occasion wee protect wee know not whither we lest them 
or they m r In the morning we only saw The Black pinnessc, then supposing 
that the ad mi rail had overshot us. All this day wee stood e to the Eastwards, 
hoping to find him, because it was neir likely, that he Would stand to the 
shorn again* so suddenly. But mkstng him towards night, we stood to the 
shoreward, hupiug by that course m finds him. 'I'he 22 of May at night 
w* had a violent storme, with the wind* at Northwest, and wee were 
informed to hull, not faring able to beure satlc, and this night vve perished 
our undue tress!etrees, &o that wee could no more use our muine tup-sailt, 
lying most dangerously in the sea. The pmnurac likewise received a great 
(take, so that wee were in forced to seckc die next nhmre for our rdiefi:. 
And because la mine was like to bee the best code, wee desired to goc for 
Port Desire, hoping with sealts und penguin* to relieve our selves, and so 
to make shift to follow* the Generali, or there to stay hi$ camming from 
Brasil. The 14 of May wee had much winde at North. The 25 was 
calm*, and the sea very lofti^ so that our ship had dangerous fouk weather, 

I he 26 our Jurc-shrowdcs brake, so that if wee had mn becnc neere the 
shoare, it had bccnc Impossible for us to get out of the set, And now* 
buii^ here inured in Port Desire, our shroud es are all ratten, not having a 
tunning rope whereto wee may trust, and being provided ondy of one shift 
ui yallcs all vvnrnc, our 1 up-wilts not able to abide any stress* of weather, 
neither have wee any pitch, tirrc, or nrilrs, nor any scare for the supplying 
of these wants j and wee live ondy upon sealer and muskier having but 
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five hogsheads nf porkr. within bourd, and mealc three ounces fur a man 
ji day, with water fnr ro drtnfce* And forasmuch t> si lulls pti^seJ Gwi 
to separate nor time, and to bring us into such hard extremities, that only 
now by his its ere mercy we expert rdiefe* though otherwise we arc hopelc^e 
of comfort, vet because the w under full wurkes of God in his exceeding 
grear favour toward us tits creatures sire farm beyond the >tope of ixiuEia 
eapadtte, therefore by him we hope to have deliverance in tin's our deeps 
tEstccst-c. Also Jotiismueh a* those upon whom Gs>d will bestow the favour 
of life, with retunic home to their enuntrey, may not ondy themselves 
r^maine bbtilclesse, but also manifest the tructh of nur actions, wee have 
thought gwd in Christian ch.iritie ro lay dnwne under nur hands the tructh 
of id! our proceedings even dll the dmc of this rturdiscrewe* 

Given in Port De-dre the a of June B«edimg the alrnighrie God 

of Isis merdc to deliver us from rhi* miserie, how or when it shall please his 
dtvine Majestic. 


John Davis Captaine, 
Randolph Cotton, 

John Perv. 

William Klabcr gunner. 

Charles Parker, 

Ron Lind Miller. 

Edward Smith. 

Thomas Purput. 
Matthew Stubbed 
John Jerikinhon, 
Thomas Edward*. 
Edward Granger. 

John Lewis. 

William Havman* 
George Stoker, 

Thomas Walbie. 
William Wyeth. 

Richard A lard, 

Siepban Popham 

Alexander Cole. 


■ Thomas Watkins. 
George CunUgtum 
John Whiting, 
jauxes Ling* 

The Boat-swain* 
Frauds Smith. 

John Lay cl 

The Boat-swamcs mate. 

Fisher. 

JoSin Austin. 

!■ rands Copstonc. 
Richard Caret. 

James Evcnibiv 
Nicolas Parker. 

Leonard. 

John Pick. 

Beniamin. 

William M ibcr, 

Jumes Not. 

Christopher Hauser* 


After they had delivered tins relation unto our aptiinc under their 
handes, then wee began to travel] for our lives, and wee built up a smiths 
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forge, and made a colepit, and burnt coles, and there wee made nailes, 
fcoltes, and spikes, others made ropes of a peece of our cable, and the rest 
gathered muskles, and tooke smeltcs for the whole companie. Three 
leagues from this harborough there is an Isle with foure small Isles about 
it, where there are great abundance of seales, and at the time of the yeere 
the penguins come thither in great plentie to breede. Wee concluded with 
the pinnesse, that she should sometimes goe thither to fetch seales for us ; 
upon which condition wee would share our victuals with her man for man ; 
whereunto the whole companie agreed. So wee parted our poore store, 
and shee laboured to fetch us seales to eate, wherewith wee lived when 
smeltes and muskles failed : for in the nepe streames wee could get no 
muskles. Thus in most miserable calamitie wee remained untill the sixt 
of August, still keeping watch upon the hils to looke for our Generali, and 
so great was our vexation and anguish of soule, as I thinke never flesh and 
blood endured more. Thus our miseric dayly increasing, time passing, and 
our hope of the Generali being very colde, our Captaine and Master were 
fully persw’adcd, that the Generali might perhaps goe directly for The 
Streights, and not come to this harborough : whereupon they thought no 
course more convenient than to goe presently for The Streights, and there 
to stay his comming, for in that place hee could not passe, but of force wee 
must see him : whereunto the companie most willingly consented, as also 
the Captaine and Master of the pinnesse ; so that upon this determination 
wee made all possible speede to depart. 

The sixt of August wee set saile, and went to Penguin-isle, and the next 
day wee salted twentie hogsheads of seales, which was as much as our salt 
could possibly doe, and so wee departed for The Streights the poorest 
wretches that ever were created. The seventh of August towarde night 
wee departed from Penguin-isle, shaping our course for The Streights, 
where wee had full confidence to meete with our Generali. The ninth 
wee had a sore storme, so that wee were constrained to hull, for our sailes 
were not to indure any force. The 14 wee were driven in among certaine 
Isles never before discovered by any knowen relation, lying fiftie leagues 
or better from the shoare East and Northerly from The Streights : in which 
place, unlesse it had pleased God of his wonderfull mercie to have ceased 
the winde, wee must of necessitie have perished. But the winde shifting 
to the East, wee directed our course for The Streights, and the 18 of August 
wee fell with the Cape in a very thicke fogge ; and the same night we 
ankeied ten leagues within the Cape. The 19 day wee passed the first and 
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Ehc second Straights* The 21 wee doubled Cape Froward. The 22 we 
an leered in Salvage move, so named, because wee found many Salvages 
there : notwiihHTanding the extreme colde of this place, yet doe all these 
wlldv people goe naked, and live in the woods like Satyrs, pain red and 
disguised, and Ute from you like wiMc di:ere_ They art’ very strong and 



threw wonts at us of three or foure pound weight an incredible distance. 
The 24 in the morning wee departed from this coove, and the win: day 
we came into the Northwest reach, which is ihe last reach of the Straights. 
The 75 we smkored in a good coeve, within fourteencr leagues of the South 
sea : in this place we purposed to stay for the General, for the straight in 
this place is scarce three miles broad, so that he Could not pas>c but we 
must see htiru After we had stayed here a fortnight In die deep of winter, 
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our victuals consuming, (for our Seals stunke most vily, and our men died 
pitifully through cold and famin, for the greatest part of them had not 
clothes to defend the extremitie of the winters cold) being in this heavie 
distresse, our captaine and Master thought it the best course to depart from 
the Streights into the South sea, and to go for the Isle of Santa Maria, 
which is to the Northward of Baldivia in 37 degrees & a quarter, where 
we might have reliefe, and be in a temperate clime, and there stay for the 
Generali, for of necessity he must come by that Isle. So we departed the 
13 °f September, & came in sight of the South sea. The 14 we were forced 
backe againe, and recovered a coove 3 leagues within the streights from the 
South sea.. Againe we put foorth, & being 8 or 10 leagues free of the land, 
the wind rising furiously at Westnorthwest, we were inforced againe into the 
streights only for want of sails ; for we never durst beare saile in any stresse 
of weather, they were so weake : so againe we recovered the coove three 
leagues within the streights, where we indured most furious weather, so 
that one of our two cables brake, whereby we were hopeles of life. Yet 
it pleased God to caime the storme, and wee unrived our sheates, tackes, 
halliers, and other ropes, and mored our ship to the trees close by the rockes. 
We laboured to recover our ankor againe, but could not by any means, it 
lay so deepe in the water, and as we thinke cleane covered with oaze. Now 
had we but one ankor which had but one whole Flouke, a cable spliced 
in two places, and a piece of an olde cable. In the middest of these our 
troubles it pleased God that the wind came faire the first of October ; 
whereupon with all expedition wee loosed our morings, and weighed our 
ankor, and so towed off into the chanel ; for wee had mended our boate 
in I ort Desire, and had five oares of the pinnesse. When we had weighed 
our ankor, we found our cable broken, onely one strand helde : then wee 
pnnsed God ; for we saw apparently his mercies in preserving us. Being 
10 ^c^hanel, we rived our ropes, & againe rigged our ship, no mans hand 
was idle, but all laboured even for the last gaspe of life. Here our company 
was devided ; some desired to go againe for Port Desire, and there to be 
set on shore, where they might travell for their lives, and some stood with 
the Captaine & Master to proceed. Whereupon the Captaine sayd to the 
Master : Master, you see the wonderfull extremitie of our estate, and the 
great doubts among our companie of the truth of your reports, as touching 
reliefe to be had in the South sea : some say in secret, as I am informed, 
that we undertake these desperate attempts tnrough blind affection that we 
beare to the General. For mine owne part I plainely make knowen unto 
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y ou? that the love which I hare to the Generali caused mec first to enter 
into this action, wberehv I have not ondy heaped upon my head tbii Mtier 
calami ty now present, but atan have in some sort procured thy dislike of 
my best friends in England, as ir k not unknowcti to iuine in this company. 
But now being thus in tangled by the providence of God for my former 
offences (no doubt) 1 desire, That it may please his divine Majestic to show 
us such merciful l favour, that wr may rather proceed, then otherwise : 
or if it be his wil, that our mortall being dial now fake an endr, I rather 
desire that it may bee in proceeding then In returning. And bemuse I 
see in reason, that the limits- of our time arts now drawing to art end, [ do 
in Christian charity in treat you all, first tn forgive me in whatsoever I 
have bin grievous unto you j secondly that you wil rather pray for our 
General, then Line hard speech^ of him \ and let us be fully perwaded, 
that not for his mine & neglige nee, but for our own offences against the 
divine Majesty we are presently punished \ lastly, lot us forgive one another 
and be reconciled as children in love & charity, and not think upon the 
vanities of this life : so shall we in leaving this life live with our glorious 
redeemer, or abiding in This life, find Favour with God And now (good 
master) forasmuch as you have bin In this voyage once before with your 
master the general, satisfiv rhe company of such truths, as are m you b^t 
knoweii j ik you the rest of the general^ men, which likewise have bin 
with him in his first voyage if you hearc any thing Contrary to the truth, 
spare not tn rcprnnvc it* I pray yon. And m I beseech the Lord to^hestow 
hfc mercy upon us. Then the master began in ihc$espeeches : Captain, 
your request is very reasonable, & I referre to your judgment my honcjt 
care, At gnat pains taken in the generals service, my love towards him, At 
in what sort I have discharged my diiety, from the first day to this hourc. 
I was commanded bv the cenera! to follow your directions, which hitherto 
I have performed. You sill know*, that when I was extrcauicly ricke, the 
General was lewr in my mates watch, a* you have well examined : Athens 
which rime, in what anguish and griefe of min do 3 have lived, God rmcly 
knoweth, and you are in some part a witness*- And nowe if you imiuro 
good to relume, 1 will not gainesay it: but this I ware vou, if life may 
be preserved by any mcancs, it la in proceeding. For at the Isle of Sanra 
Maria 1 doe assure you of wheatc, porke, and rootes enough. Abo I will 
bring you to an Isle, where Pelicans bcc in great abundance, and gt Santo* 
wee snail have mcale in great plenty, header all our pMabpitk of inter¬ 
cepting some shipper upon the coast of Chiu and I'tfu, But it wee rcturnc 
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(here b nothing but dentil to be hoped for: therefore doe as mi like. I 
?m r ™y» wt my <J«ire is to proceeds. These his speeches being confirmed 
by others that were in the former voyage, there was a general] consent of 
proceeding i and to the second uf October we put into the South scsl and 
were,free of all land. This night the winds began to hlowe verv much 
at VV estnorthwest, and snl[ increased in fury, so that wee were in nrea- 
dmihr what course to nice : to put into the Slrcighfc wet durst nor for 
Jactr ,jt ground tackle Lo brare sayir wee doubted, rhe Ccmpest was so 

fiE?£ Ji r 7 f “ !*£ 1 hc tomc with u s and 

““ / as,t *“ t" 1 re «(v«i many grievous Seas, and that her rop^ did 
f'hourc fayle her, so as they could not tell what shift to make ■ wee 
b^ ing unable in any Sort to help* them, stood under our cnarscs in view of 
fhe 1 ee-thore. sn]| expecting nur mtnuiia end 

w' °^ l u r *k® «W»e growing beyond all reason furious. 

T* pt , n . of strike suddenly ahlkl so ibar ^ 

rK L C ‘ VCJ “T 8 ricraus «■» or sprung a lake, or that 

hASSfS 5™““ if* C " nc " nr wlEb " : hllt we <*“"* ^ hull 
in that unmervifuil storme, but sometimes tried under our maine coarse, 

“K V ± * ^ our ship was very leeward, and 

^ ni ' S ^ ™“ foST lhe P in ™> ***« ■*** 

t k?Jr "ft™*!* was split, and all to tome : then our Master toofce 
mizzen, and brought it to the foreman, to make our ship workfc. and 

ijJ^ f nTn“w C ^h n r^° Uf fcns ?^ *•«*“continuing wkhnut 
_*“?* ,n fur >> tvlt h liailc, »fWJ^ mine, and windc such and so jniriitv, 

wi h cominuTh ,r t0 h uId , no6 P°^ bt >' ^ ™«* die ROS such and so Snr’ 

I he tenthi of October feeing by the accotnpt of our Cap taint* and Master 
nu7™7V^ ?°- C ’ th * wwtI,cr <tir!ce > tfae srormc fcnmu, and most of 
S^Hb«hr g h E1Ven f OVW t0 m A dK WC selves to death, 

^mive I came !X "S’? r * ° ar “P &i ™ s ' ttin S rhe gallery very 
ESjfiC ^ r °^ ht b, T 1 SOlnc R «* ^ ^ cotnfurl him ; for he 

™ wvsciifW-r" T !?£*^ t0 * J oint Aft « Jlc ^dmnke, 
“ U; ™ vF rT HCC *T^ f<ir ' he * fh * consdenee to nuke 
Co IdXn hr . **5“ iUld ™ >h m *“'V (Srievou, sighs he 
W ° rd$ : Uh mosr ^orious God, with whose power the 
mightiest things amcmg men are matters of no moment, 1 most humbly 
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h«e«h thee, that tile intollcrahle burthen of my sirm.cs may through the 
hlooii oi Jeia Christ be taken from me ; ^nJ end our dales with tpeede, 
or shew us some merdfull sign? of thy love and our preservation, Having 
rhu& ended* lie desired me nor to make kxiuwen to any of the company 
hb intolfcrahlcgricfe and anguish of minde, because thev should not thereby 
be dbmayed. And m suddenly before 1 went from him the San nt shined 
cteerc i so tEiat he and rhe Master botli observed the true delation of the 
Pule, whereby they knew by what course to recover the Strcighls. Where¬ 
withal! our captain* and Master were so revived, k gave such comfortable 
speech a to the company, that every man rejoiced, as though wc had reedvrd 
a present deliverance. The next day being the F I of"October, wc saw 
Cabo Descado being the cape cm the South shore {the North shore is 
nothing hut ft company of dangerous rocks, Isles, k shddsu) This cape 
being wuhm tw.» (cages to leeward off us, our master greatly doubted, that 
we could not double tile same ; whereupon the captain told him ; Y ou 
bcc there is no remedy, dtlicr wc rmrsr double it, or before nnon we must 
dir : therefore loose your sails, and let us put it to Gods mercy. The 
master being u man of good spirit resolutely made quick* dispatch k set 
saik Our sails had not bene halfe .in houre Etbram, but the fbotrope of 
our foresaile brake, bo that nothing held but the ovkt hole** The seas 
continually brake over the ships poope, arid flew into the sailes with such 
violence* that we arill expected the tearing of our saylex, or oversetting of 
the ship, and withal I ro our utter digenmtort, wee perceived that wee fell 
srdi more and more to leeward, so that wee could not double the cape i 
wee were nowe come within halfe a mile of the cape, and so ncere the 
shore, that the counter-suffe of the sea would rebound against the diippcs 
side, su (hat wee were much dismayed with the horror nf our present ende. 
Bering thus ar the very pinch of death, the vvindc and Seas raging beyond 
manure, our Master veared some of the main? shcate > and whether it 
w*Li by rhar occadoo* or by some current, or by the wonder full power of 
God, aa wee verily thiitke it was, the ship quickened her way, and -Jim 
past that rocke, where wee thought shee would have shored. Then 
betweene the cape and the poynt there was a little bay \ so that wee were 
somewhat farther from the shoare : and when we were come so &rre as 
die cape, woe yceldcd to death : yet our good God the Father of all mercies 
delimcd: us, and wee doubled the cape about the length of our nhippe, or 
™Y little more, Being shoe past the cape, wt presently rooke in our 
sayles, which onely God had preserved unto us : and when we wefe shot 
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in between* the high lands, the wind blowing mdc, without any inch of 
savle, we spooned before the sra* three men being not able to guide rhe 
he!me, and in bixe hourcs wee were put five and twenty leagues within the 
Strciglits, where wee found a s«i answerable to the Quean. 

In this rime we freed our ship from water* and after wee had rested p 
little* our men were not able to moovc ; their sinewed were stilFe, and 

their flesh dead* and ntarlv of them 
(which h most Jamenuible to bee 
reported) were so eaten with lice, 
as rh.it in rheir liesh did He dusters 
of lice as big as prison* vea and 
some as big as beanes. Suing in 
this miseriewe were constrained to 
put into a ttxjvc for the refresh fag 
our men. Our Master knowing 
the shore and every coovc very 
perfectly, put in with the shore* 
am! mored to ihe trees, as before- 
time we had done, laying our 
anknr to the seaward Here we 
continued until the twentieth of 
October > but nut betng able any 
longer tu stay through tLXtrcmme 
of tannine, the one and twentieth 
we put off into the chandl. the 
weather being reasonable dime ; 
but before night it blew most tx- 
tfftamdy at West r^orrhwest, The 
slormc growing outrageous, our 
, t „ men could scarcely stand by their 

labour; and the Strcighbi being full of turning reaches we were constrained 
by d^renon of die Capraine and Master m their account to guide die 
“■P f heU-darke _night, when we could nut ice any shore, the 
chand I being m some places scarce Three miles brued. But our captainc, 
“ ht $t pa**d through'the Strright$ drew such an exquisite plar of 
™ it cannot in any *ort be bettered ; which phi 

nee and use Master often perused, mid so careful]v regarded* .is that in 
in cm one they bid every turn mg and cieekc, and in the deepe darkc nfghi 
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without any doubting they conveyed The ship Through that crooked 
Chanel I : to that I conclude, the world hath not any to skilful! pilore 
for that place, as they are ; for otherwise wee could never have patted in 
such tort as we did. 

The 25 wee came toon Island in the Stragjus named Penguin-isle, 
whither wee sent our bustle to seeke reliefs, for there were great abun¬ 
dance of birds arid the weather vras very calm? 5 mi wee came to an ankor 
by ihc I dand in seven fidumes. While our Lwte was at ^hore, and we had 

t reat store of Penguins there arose a sudden stormc, to that our ship did 
rive over a breach and mir boat? sankr at the shore. Capdine Cotton 
and the Lieutenant bemj* on shore leapt in the boatc, and freed the same, 
and threw awa y all the hirdis, and with great dtffreultic recovered the ship : 
my self? also was in rhr! hoate The samo time, where for my life- 1 laboured 
to ?he? h-isr of my power. The fhip all this while driving upon cite lee- 
shot^ when wee came aboard, we helped to set savlc, and weighed the 
ankor ; for before our commfng they could scatne hnise up their ymn ka, 
yet with much adoc they set their fore-coarse, Thus tn a mighty fret of 
weather the seven and twentieth day of October wee were free of the 
Streights, and the thirtieth uf October we came to Pengiitn-kle being three 
leagues from Port Desire, the place which wee purposed Tn seehr For mir 
rdiefe. 

When wee were come to tins Lie wee sent our boate on shore, which 
returned laden with btrdes and egges ; and our men aiyd that the Penguins 
were to thickc upon the Isle, that shipper might be laden with ihern ; for 
they couJd not goer without treading upon the birds, whereat we greatly 
revoked. Then the captain c appointed Charles Parker and Edward bmith, 
with twenty rebecs to go on shore, and to stay upon the Lie, for the killing 
ant! drying of rhr>se Penguins, and promised after the ship was in harborough 
to send the rest, not ondy for expedition, but afeo to sjvc the small store of 
victuals in the shtppe. Rut Parker, Smith, and the rest of their faction 
suspected, that this w.is a devise of the Captainc to leave his men on shore, 
that by these mcanes there might bee victuals for the rest to recover their 
countrev : and when they remembered, th.tr this ™ the pkee where they 
would have slainv their Captaine and Master, surely (thought they) for 
revenge hereof will they leave us on shore. Which when our Captain? 
understood, hec used these speeches unto them : I understand that you 
are doubtful! of your security through the perversenesse of your pwnc 
guilty consciences % it is an extreame griefc unto me, that yon should judge 
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nict: blood-thinrir, in whom* you have scene nothing bur kmde conversa¬ 
tion : if you have found othcrwJ*c, speake boldly, and accuse nice of the 
wrongs that I have done i if not, why do you then measure me by yotir 
owne uncharitable consciences? All the company bnoweth indeed, tfimt 
in rhk place you practized to tlic utmost of your powers* to inurther mo 
and the master causdt^ xa God knowetli, which evil in this place we did 
remit you ; & now I may conceive without doing you wrong, that you 
a^une purpose some cvill in bringing these matter to 'repetition : hut God 
■™ so shortened your can federate, as that [nothing doubt you - it is for 
your Master* kike thar I havr forborne you in vour unchristian practizes : 
and here 1 protect before God, that lor lu* sale alone I will yvt indure 
tilis Injury f and you shall in no sorte he prejudiced or in any thing be by 
me commanded : but when we come into England (if God so favour m) 
your master shall knowe your hoitotics : in the mean* space be voide of 
these suspicions* for, God I qiJl to witnes, revenge h no part of tny thought. 

1 hey kitc him thanks* desiring to gn into the ha thorough with the ship, 
wtijcli he granted. So there were ten left upon the Isle, and the last of 
October we entred the ha thorough. Our Master at our last being here 
having taiten carefull notice of every crcoke 441 the river, in a very enn^ 
vein cm place, upon sandy aaze, ran the sis ip on ground, laying our an tor 
li> seaivarcL, and with our running rnpes mured her to stakes upon the shore, 
winch iiec had fastened ior that purpose j where the ship remained till our 
departure. 

f he third of November entr boat with water, wondj and as many as 
shre could carry, went for the Isle of Penguins : but being deepe, she 
durst not proceed, but returned Bgainc the same night. Then Parker, 
^msth, lywncwrnd, Purpef, with five others, desired that they might gue 
fey land, and that the haye might fetch them when they were against the 
S3e * ^ being scarce a nijle from tlic shore. 1 he eaptame bade them doc 
what they thought best, advising them to take weapons with them 1 for 
f^iyd lie) although we have not nr any time mjchc people in this place, yet 
in rise enunrrev there may be Savages, They answered, that here were 
y rrat store of Deere, iind Ostriches , but if there were Salvages, they would 
devour* them : notwithstanding the captalne cause*! them to Gary weapons, 
talievers, Swqrdcs, and targets : so the rixt of November they departed bv 
and the bore hy sea ; but from that day to this day wee never heard 
of our men. The ri white most of our men were at the I*!c, ottdy the 
Capumc and Master with she others being left In the ship, there came a 
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grot multitude uf Salvage* to rhe ship, throwing dust in the ay re, leaping 
and running like brute bouts, having vizard* m fheir feces like dogs feces 
or dais their fecca are dug* fecc-> indeed, Wc greatly feared Iklse they would 
KLi our ship on fire, for they would suddenly make fire* whereat wc much 
marvelled ; they came to windward uf our ship, and set the bushes on 
liri^ -in thar wc were in a very stinking suidke ; but *5 s™sne a* they came 
within nur shot, wc shot at them, &: striking one uf them in rhe thigh they 
.ill presently fled. so that we never heard nor saw mure of them. Hereby 
we judged that these Gambols bad slaine our 9 men. When we considered 
what they were that thus were slaine, and found that they were the principal! 
jners that would have numbered our Cap tame and Master, with the rest 
of their friends, we saw the jusr judgement of Cod, *md nude supplication 
to hi* divine Majesty to he mcrcifull unto us. While we were in this 
harborough, our Captaine and Master went with tire boat to discover how 
hirrc thb river did nut* that if neede should enforce us to leave our ship, 
we might know how ferre we might go by water. So they founds That 
farther than 20 miles they could nut go with rhe boat- At their return* 
they sent the boate to the Isle uf Fengulns j whereby wee understood that 
die Penguins dryed to our hearts content, and shar the multitude of them 
was inn Elite. This Penguin hath the shape of a bird, but hath no wings, 
only two stumps in rhe place of wings, by which he swimmeth under water 
wirh as gnear swi fines as any fish- They live upon smelts, whereof there 
is great abundance upon this cnast; in oting they be neither fish nor flc?h : 
they fey great eg*, and the bird is of a reasonable bignes, very ncere twiy? 
so big as a duck*. All the time that wee were in this place, we fared 
passing well with egs, Penguins, yong Scales, young Gulls, beetles 
other birds, such as I know not: of all which we had great abun¬ 
dance in this place we found an herbe ailed Scurvy grass*, which wee 
fried with eg*, uilitg tr«iine oyW in stead of butter. I hh herbe did so 
purge ye blood, that it tookc away all kind of dwellings, of which many 
died, ii restored us to perfect health of body, sc that we were in 11* 
good case aa when wc came first out of England. We Stayed in this 
harbour until the 22 of December, in which time wc had dried 
iooco Penguins ; &c die Captain*, the Master, and my sdfc had made 
some salt, hy laying salt water upon the rocks in holes, which in 6 dates 
would be kerned. Thus God did feed us even as it were with Manna 
from heaven. 

The 22 qf December we departed with our ship for the Isle, where 

*J3 


Hirk/uyft V Wrigt 


with great difficulty, by rhr skilful industry of out Master we gm 14000 
of our birds, and fiad almost f«c our captajne in labouring to bring rhe 
aboonl : & had nor our Master bene very expert in the scr of those 
wicked tides, which run after many fashions, we had also lost our ship in 
the same place : bur God of his goudim hath in all our extremities bene 
our protector. So the 21 at night we departed with 14000 dried Penguins, 
nut being able to fetch the rest, and shaped our course for Brasil. fs'owc 
out capninr rated our victuals, and brought us ro such allowance, us that 
uur victuals might bit stae monethi ; for our hope was* that within si.xe 

mnneths we might recover uur countrcy, 
though our saita were very bad So 
the allowance was two ounce* & a balfe 
of rnejile for a man a day, and m have 
so 1 wise a weeke, so that 5 ounces did 
serve for a weekt Three data a w«ke 
xvt bad uiEe, three spoonfuls for a man 
a day j and 2 daye* in a wecfce peason, 
a pint between? 4 men a day, and every 
day s Penguin* for 4 men, and 6 quatles 
of water for 4 men a day. This was our 
allowance ; wherewith (wc praise God) 
wo lived, though weakly, and very feeble. 

I he 30 of January we arrived at the 
lie of P be end a in iJrasitl, tlie first place 
that outward bound wc were at 1 and 
_ having made the alioldc, our ship tying 
Offl *1 &<zLy the Cuptaine with 24 or rhe company went with rhe 1 xm 
on Jjpinre, being a whole night before they could recover il The last of 
January' at sun-rising they suddenly landed hoping to rake the Portugal^ 
in their hou^ & by that meancs 10 recover some Cfl&wi-nitale, or other 
victual# for our rcJiufe : but when they came to the houses, they were all 
rr/cd, and burnt to rhe ground, $0 that we thought 110 man had’ remained 
on The lund- I hen the capteine went to the gardens, k brought From 

r if rice loiib lV roots foj’ the company, and came aboard the ship, and 
brought her into a line crcckc which fit had found out, where we might 
moi e her by the tree*, and where there w^ water, and hoopcs to trim our 
caike. Qur case being very desperate, we presently laboured for dispatch 
away ^ some cut hoopes, which the coopers made* others laboured upon 
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flit wiles and ship* every man travelling fur his life, & irtill a guard was kept 
on shore to defend those that laboured, every' man having liii weapon like 
wise by him. The 3 of February our men with 23 slim went aguliie to 
the gardens, being 3 miles from u^ upon the North shore* and fetched 
C.lzavMtKJls out of din ground, to relieve our company instead of bread ; 
for we spent not of our imialc white wo staied here. The 5 of February 
being munday, nur captaine and master hasted the company ro their labour > 
so some went wsrh the Coopers to gather hooptt, and the rest laboured 
aboard. This night many of our men in the snip dreamed of murthcr & 
slaughter : In the morning they reported their dframes* one saying to 
another ; this night I dreamt* that thou weft slotne ; another answered, 
and I dreamed, tbit thou wert ski he : and this was general through thy 
jihip. The captaine hearing this*, who like wise had dreamed very sxrange!e 
himselfe* gave very strdglu charge, dial those which went on shore should 
take weapons with them, and kiw them himsdfc delivered into the boat, 
& sent some of purpose to guard tile labourers. All the furenoqne they 
laboured in ijuietiussc, Sc when it was ten of the ducke* the heat being 
extreme, they ame to a rocke netirtr die woodi aide (fur &1 this Conn trey 
is nothing hut thick woodsj and there they boy led Caaavbroots, St dined : 
after dinner some slepx, some washtrd themselves in the wai, all being stripped 
10 their shirty Sc no man keeping watch, no match lighted, nut a piece 
dlarged. Suddenly os they were thus sleeping k sporting, having gotten 
themselves into a comer out of sight of rise ship* there came a multitude 
of Indians, & Portugal** upon them, and slew them sleeping i oncly two 
escaped, one very $ore hurt, the other not touched, hy whom wc understood 
of this miserable massacre : with all speed we manned our boat, Sc landed 
to succour our men j but we found them slaine* Sc tried naked on a ranks 
one by another, with thdr faces upward, and a crosse set by them : and 
wit hid I wc kaw two very great piniicttes come from the river of Jenero* 
very lul of men ; whom wc mistrusted came from thence to rake us : 
because there came from Jencro souldieri to Smtos, when the Generali 
had taken the iowne and was strong in it. Of jb persons which departed 
in our ship out of England, we were now left but having bast 13 in 
this place, with their driefe furniture, as muskets, mlivers, powder* & shot. 
Our task t was all in decay, so that we could not take in more water than 
was in our ship, for want of Caste* and that which we bad was marvellous 
ill conditioned 3 and bdng there mo red by trees for want of cables and 
ankers, wc still expected rile cutting of our moling^ 10 be bcatai from our 
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decks with our owne filrmture, & to be wsayled by them or Jentrra : what 
di*tns&e wr were now driven into, I urn not able to express*. To depart 
with 8 tunnes of water in such bad caske was to sterve at sea, & in staying 
our case was ruinous, These were hard dloika ; but bring thus perplexed, 
we made choice rather to fall into the hands of the Lord, then into the 
hands of men : for hb exceeding merries we had tasted. Sc of the others 
cruelty we were not ignorant- So concluding to depart, the 6 of February 
we were oil in the chancli, with our ordinance Sc small shot in a reading 
tor any wait that should come, Sc having a small gale of winder we recovered 
the sea in most deepe distret.se. Then hemoning uur estate one to another, 
and recounting overall our extremities nothing grieved ub> more, then thc 
kw «f our men twise, first by the slaughter of tile CanibaJs at Port Desire, 
.md at this lie of PUccncia by the Indians -mi d Portu^ib, And considering 
what they were that were lost* we found that :ii those that conspired the 
numbering nf our captaine Sc master were now slain by salvages, the 
guimer only excepted. Being thus at sea, when we came to cape Frio, 
the winde was contrary * so that 3 weekes we were grievously vexed with 
crossc windes, & our water consuming} our hope of life was very small. 
Some desired to go to Bara, & to submit themselves to the Portugal^ rather 
tfsen to die for thirst: but the captain* with fas re perswarions altered their 
purple of yeetding to tiic Pojrugafa in this distress* it pleaded God to 
bend u* rainc in sulIi pltuity, as that we w ere wd watered. Sc in g(x>d comfort 
Ta remme. But after we came rietic unto the 51m, our dried Penguins 
began to corrupt, and there bred in them a most iothtinme Sc ugly worm* 
Q ; Ari 5 n ^h Jong. 1 his worm* did so mightily increase, and devour* our 
victuals, that there was in reason no hope how we should avoid* famine, 
but he devoured of these wicked creatures : there was nothing that they 
aid not devour, only pon excepted : our clothes, boots, shooes, hats, shim, 
stockings : and for the ship they did so cor the timbers* os that wc greatly 
fared they would undoc us, by gnawing through the sliipft side. Great 
was the care and diligoicc ofour captaine, muster, and company to consume 
tiicjic vermine, but the more wc laboured to kill them, the more they 
increased \ so that at the last we could not xteepe for thtun, hut they would 
eate our ftctb, and bite like Mosquitos. In this wofiill case, after we liad 
psts^ed the Equinoctials toward the North, our men be^an to fid! rick of 
sikU a mormrous disease, as I tin nice the like was never heard of: for tn 
their ankles; 11 began tw swell ; from thence in two dales it would be in 
thrir breasts, $0 that they could not draw their breath. Whereupon our 
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men grew mad with gnefc. Our captain with extreme anguish of his 
so^le was m such wpfull case, that he desired only a speedie end, and 
■"- h hc *We to spake for sorrow, yet he perswaded them 

10 pa Race, and to give God thank*, & like durifiili children to accent nf 
h^s chas 'semerr. for all this divers grew raging mad, St some died in 
nu^t lotlisome & furious paine, It were incredible to write our misery as 
it was : there was no man in perfect health, but the Captains At one boy. 
Ihe master being a man of good spirit with extreme labour bore out ht* 
*T, so L . ^ '* 8 rew not upon hint. To he short, all our men died except 

h ’nif ’T - thCfC ^ c , r * bllt S 4bIe to *"«»«■ The captaine was in good 
TtoUth, rhe master indifferent, captaine Colton and my wife swulitc"and 
short winded, yet better then the rear that were sicke, and one hoc in health : 
upon is 5 only die labour of the ship did stand. The captaine and master, 
as occasion served, would take in, and heave out the top-saiUs, the master 
one!y Attended on rhe spnt-saiie, and all of us at the capsten without shea* 
ant uces. In fine our rmscnc and tveaknesse was so great, that wc could 
not lake m, nor heave out a mile : so our lop-raile & sprit-suites were torne 

„ P ! et t ra ^ ,b<? we ? tbc , r ; T he mma and “PtAtne taking their tumes 
he helme, were mightily distressed and monstrously grieved with the 
most wofull lamentation of our sick men. Thus as lost wandcrcre upon 
the sea, the 1i ofJune 1593, it pleased God that we arrived at Bear-haven 
n ««““*» J there ran rhe ship on shore : where the Irish men helped 
us tu take in our sail*, and to more our ship fur Hooting : which slender 
ruincs ot theirs Cost the captaine sonic ten pounds before he could have 
the ship in safeiic. Thus without victuals, sail*, men, or any furniture 
Gvd oncly guided ns into Ireland, where the captaine left the master and 
tnrcc nr fnure of the company to keepe the ship [ and within 5 ilayes after 
J? and others had passage in an English fisher-boat to Padstow in 

S-aJmewail. In this matter our small remnant by Gods onely mrreie were 
preserved, and restored to our count rey, to whom be all honour arid elorv 
world without end, * 0 
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The Miraculous 

VICTORY ATCHIEVED ?JY THE ENGLISH FLEETE, 

under the discreet and happy conduct of the right 
honourable, right prudent, and valiant lord, the 
L-Charles Howard, L. high Admiral! of Eng¬ 
land, &c. Upon the Spanish huge Armada 
sent in the yecrc 1588. for the invasion 
of England, together with the wofull 
and miserable successe of the said 
Armada afterward, upon the 
coasts of Norway, of the 
Scottish West erne Isles, 
of Ireland, of Spaine, 
of France, and of 
England, £ec. 

Rim did in L stint by ILmonuti van M ttiran in tht 15. btiif »f hit hifiery 
if the low treys. 

H AVING in parr declared the strange and wonderful I events 
of the yeere dghrie eight* which hath bene so Jong time 
foretold by ancient pfoph&ici; wc will now make relation 
Of the notable acid great enterprise of all others which 

were in the foresaid yecrc atchEevcd, in order as it was dune. 
Which exploit [although En very deed ic was nor performed 
in any part of the low CcmntneysJ was emended for their ruine and deitnie* 
lion. And it was the expedition which the Spanish king, having a Song 
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time determined the same in his minde, and having consulted there¬ 
about with the Pope, set foorth and undertooke against England and the low 
Countreys. To the end that he might subdue the Realme of England, 
and reduce it unto his catholique Religion, and by that meanes might be 
sufficiently revenged for the disgrace, contempt and dishonour, which hee 
(having 34. yeeres before enforced them to the Popes obedience) had 
endured of the English nation, and for divers other injuries which had taken 
dcepe impression in his thoughts. And also for that hee deemed this to 
bee the most readie and direct course, whereby hee might recover his 
heredetarie possession of the lowe Countreys, having restrained the inhabi¬ 
tants from sayling upon the coast of England. Which verily, upon most 
weighty arguments and evident reasons, was thought would undoubtly have 
come to passe, considering the great aboundance and store of all things 
necessary wherewith those men were furnished, which had the managing 
of that action committed unto them. But now let us describe the matter 
more particularly. 

The Spanish King having with small fruite and commoditie, for above 
twentie yeeres together, waged warre against the Netherlander, after 
deliberation with his counsellers thereabout, thought it most convenient to 
assault them once againe by Sea, which had bene attempted sundry times 
heretofore, but not with forces sufficient. Unto the which expedition it 
stoode him nowe in hand to joyne great puissance, as having the English 
people his professed enemies ; whose Island is so situate, that it may either 
greatly helpe or hinder all such as saile into those parts. For which cause 
hee thought good first of all to invade England, being perswadcd by his 
Secretary Escovedo, and by divers other well experienced Spaniards and 
Dutchmen, and by many English fugitives, that the conquest of that Hand 
was lesse difficult then the conquest of Holland and Zeland. Moreover 
the Spaniards were of opinion, that it would bee farre more behoveful for 
their King to conquere England and the lowe Countreys all at once, then 
to be constrained continually to maintaine a warlike Navie to defend his 
East and West Indie Fleetes, from the English Drake, and from such like 
valiant enemies. 

And for the same purpose the king Catholique had given commandement 
long before in Italy and Spaine, that a great quantitie of timber should be 
felled for the building of shippes ; and had besides made great preparation 
of things and furniture requisite for such an expedition ; as namely in 
founding of brasen Ordinance, in storing up of corne and victuals, in 
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trainung of men to toe warlike weapons, jn levying and niuslejing nf 
smildicn : insomuch that about the bcginning of the veerc 15B8. he had 
finished such a mightie Navie, and brought it into Lisbon haven, as never 
rhe tike had before that time sailed upon the Oeeati 

A very kr£C and particular description of this Navle w*v> pat in print 
J and published hy\ the Spaniards * 

wherein wore set downc die 
number, names, and burthens 
of the shipper the number 
of Mariners and ^oilldien 
throughout the whole Flecte i 
likewise the quantitic of their 
Ordinance, of their armour* 
of bullets, of match, of gun- 
pouldcr, of victual** and of all 
their Navall furniture was in 
rhe. saidc description particu¬ 
larised* Unto all these were 
added the names of the 
Govemour^ Captames* Nobk- 
mcn and grnrkmcn voluntaries, 
of w hom there was so great a 
multitude, that scarce was 
tliere uny family of attempt* 
or any one principal! man 
throughout all Spame, that had 
mother, sonne or ktnse- 
that Fleete : who all 
were in good hope to 
purchase unfn themselves in 
that Navte (as they termed it} 
invincible, endless glory and renovme, and to possesse themschrts of great 
Seigniories and riches in England, and in the lowc Countreys. But because 
the sdd description was rrartdarcd and published out of Spanish intodircjB 
other languages* wc will here omdy make an abridgement or brirk 
rehaanall thereof - 

Portugal furnished and set fourth under the conduct of the duke or 
Medina Sidonia gcnemll of the Fleete, ten Galeotw, two Zaboes, 
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1300. Mariners, 3300. souldiers, 300. great pieces, with all requisite 
furniture. 

Biscay, under the conduct of John Martines de Ricalde Admiral of the 
whole Fleete, set forth tenne Galeons, 4. Pataches, 700. mariners, 
2000. souldiers, 250. great pieces, &c. 

Guipusco, under the conduct of Michael de Oquendo, tenne Galeons, 
4. Pataches, 700. mariners, 2000. souldiers, 310. great pieces. 

Italy with the Levant Islands, under Martine de Vertendona, 10. 
Galeons, 800. mariners, 2000. souldiers, 310. great pieces, &c. 

Castile, under Diego Flores de Valdez, 14. Galeons, two Pataches, 
1700. mariners, 2400. souldiers, and 380. great pieces, &c. 

Andaluzia, under the conduct of Petro de Valdez, 10. Galeons, one 
Patache, 800. mariners, 2400. souldiers, 280. great pieces, &c 

Item, under the conduct of John Lopez de Medina, 23. great Flemish 
hulkes, with 700. mariners, 3200. souldiers, and 400. great pieces. 

Item, under Hugo de Moncada, foure Galliasses containing 1200. gally- 
slaves, 460. mariners, 870. souldiers, 200. great pieces, &c. 

Item, under Diego de Mandrana, foure Gallies of Portugall, with 888 
gally-slaves, 360. mariners, 20. great pieces, and other requisite 
furniture. 

Item, under Anthonie de Mendoza, 22. Pataches and Zabraes, with 
574. mariners, 488. souldiers, and 193. great pieces. 

Besides the ships aforementioned there were 20. caravels rowed with 
oares, being appointed to performe necessary services unto the greater ships : 
insomuch that all the ships appertayning to this Navie amounted unto the 
summe of 150. echc one being sufficiently provided of furniture and 
victuals. 

The number of Mariners in the saide Fleete were above 8000. of slaves 
2088. of souldiers 20000. (besides noblemen and gentlemen voluntaries) 
of great cast pieces 2650. The foresaid ships were of an huge and incredible 
capacitie and receipt. For the whole Fleete was large ynough to containe 
the burthen of 60. thousand tunnes. 

The Galeons were 64. in number, being of an huge bignessc, and very 
stately built, being of marveilous force also, and so high, that they resembled 
great castles, most fit to defend themselves and to withstand any assault, 
but in giving any other ships the encounter farre inferiour unto the English 
and Dutch ships, which can with great dexteritie weild and turne themselves 
at all assayes. The upperworke of the said Galeons was of thicknesse and 
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strength *uffidenl to bcarc off musket-shot. The lower worfec and the 
timbers thereof were out of measure strong, being framed of pl.vnkes and 
ribs faure or five fuotc m thickness insomuch that no bullets could pierce 
them, but such us were discharged hard ill bind ; which afterward prooved 
true, for a great number of bullets were founde to slide? fast within the 
massie substmeo of those thicken pLikes. Grfeit and wdl pitched Cables 

were twined about the mass 
of their shipper, to strengthen 
fhern against the battery of 
shot. 

The Gal liases were of Such 
bipnesw, rhat they contained 
within them chain ben, 
Chapds, turrets, pulpily and 
either commodities of gnat 
house*. The Gollfft&es were 

rowed with great cares, there 
being in echc one of them 
jdd + skives for the wurie 
purpose, and were able to do 
of Ad r Ord i nance* AH th i*e 
great service with rhe force 
together with the^ residue 
aforenamed were furnished 
and beautified with trumpets, 
streamers, banners, warijke 

ensignes, and oilier iUCh like 
omamenlDL 

Their pieces of bntsen ordi¬ 
nance were i 6oa and of yfon 
a 100O* 

The bullets thereto belonging were iia thousand. 

hem of gun-puLilder 5600* quintals, Of niatche i 200. quintals. 

Of musketg and fcutcivcrs JOOa Of hulcbcrts and partisans JOOCKJ. 
Moreover they had great store of canon =, douHe-canups, culverings and 
fidd^pieces for land services. 

Likewise they were provided of all instruments necessary an land to 
conveigh and transport their furniture from place to place; as namdy of 
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carts, wheeles, wagons, &c. Also they had spades, mattocks and baskets 
to set pioners on worke. They had in like sort great store of mules and 
horses, and whatsoever else was requisite for a land-armie. They were so 
well stored of biscuit, that for the space of halfe a yeere, they might allow 
eche person in the whole Fleete halfe a quintall every moneth ; whereof 
the whole summe amounteth unto an hundreth thousand quintals. 

Likewise of wine they had 147. thousand pipes, sufficient also for halfe 
a yeeres expedition. Of bacon 6500. quintals. Of cheese three thousand 
quintals. Besides fish, rise, beanes, pease, oile, vineger, &c. 

Moreover they had 12000. pipes of fresh-water, and all other necessary 
provision, as namely candles, lantemes, lampes, sailes, hempe, oxe-hidcs and 
lead to stop holes that should be made with the battery of gunshot. To be 
short, they brought all things expedient either for a Fleete by sea, or for 
an armie Dy land. 

This Navie (as Diego Pimentelli afterward confessed) was esteemed by 
the King himsclfe to containe 32000. persons, and to cost him every day 
30. thousand ducates. 

There were in the said Navie five terzaes of Spaniards, (which terzaes 
the Frenchmen call Regiments) under the commaund of five governours 
termed by the Spaniards, Masters of the field, and amongst the rest there 
were many olde and expert souldiers chosen out of the garisons of Sid lie, 
Naples, and Ter^era. Their Captaines or Colonels were Diego Pimentelli, 
Don Francisco de Toledo, Don Alonso de Lu^on, Don Nicolas de Isla, 
Don Augustin de Mexia ; who had eche of them 32. companies under 
their conduct. Besides the which companies there were many bands also 
of Castilians and Portugals, every one of which had their peculiar governours, 
captaines, officers, colours and weapons. 

It was not lawfull for any man, under grievous penaltie, to cary any 
women or harlots in the Fleete : for which cause the women hired certaine 
shippes, wherein they sailed after the Navie : some of the which being 
driven by tempest arrived upon the coast of Franee. 

The generall of this mightie Navie, was Don Alonso Perez de Guzman 
duke of Medina Sidonia, Lord of S. Lucar, and knight of the golden Fleece : 
by reason that the Marques of santa Cruz appointed for the same dignitie, 
deceased before the time. 

John Martines de Ricalde was Admirall of the Fleete. 

Francis Bovadilla was chiefe Marshall : who all of them had their 
officers fit and requisite for the guiding and managing of such a multitude. 
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Likewise Martin Alorenn was appointed Vicar general! qf the Inquisition, 
being accompanied with more then a liundrcth Mon Ices, to wit, (suites, 
Capuchines, mid friers mendicant. Besides whom also there were Positions, 
Chmtrgtaiis, Apothecaries and whatsoever dse pertelned unto tile hospital!. 

^ l( ! htsides the fqreiiitmed gnvernoufs and officers being men of 
chiefe note, there were IJ|. very noble and worthy Gentlemen, which 
went voluntarily of their ownc Costs and charges, to the ende they might 
sec fashions, harnr experience, and aitainc unto glory. Amongst whuin 
v ’* ti P j nn ^ r °f Ascoli, Alonzo de Leiva, the marques de Pcnngict, the 
marques do Gants, the marqurt de Dariatigo, count de Paredes, count de 

V=l'? a > , divers . ulhtr m:irt l ,JCS « and tarfts of the honourable families 
of Mendoza, of I ole Jo, of P.tthietu, of Cordova, of Guzman, of Man- 
ricqucs, and a great number of others. 

While the Spaniards were furnishing this thdrNavie, the duke of Parma, 
at the direction, of king Philip, made great preparation in the low Count revs, 
i« give ajd & assistance unto the Spaniards; building ships for the name 
purpose, and sending for Pilots and ship-wrights out of Italy. 

In t landers hce caused ccrtaine deep? chanek to be made, and among 
the rest the chan cl I of It per commonly culled Ypcr-lce, employing some 
thousands of workemcn about that service : to the end th.it by the said 
ensue! he might transport ships from Antwerp and Ghendt to Bruges, 
where h« had Ambled above a hundred, small ships tdkd hoyes benny 
well stored with victual^ which hoyei hee was determined to hive bought 
into the so, by the way ofSluys, or else to liave conveyed them by the saide 
* p T cr " ^ . n & grp ter depth, into any port of Flanders whatsoever. 

Jn the over of ft a ten he caused 70. ships with flat bottoms to be built, 
every one of which should serve to cary 30. horais, having eche of them 
bridges likewise for the horses to come on boord, or to goe foorrh on land. 

the same Ls.non he had provided 100. other vessels at NeiuporU but 
nor so great. And at Dunkcrk hee procured 28, ships of warrev such as 
were there to be had, and caused a sufficient number of Mariners to be 
levied at Hamburgh, Brcmc, Emden, and at other places. Hee put In the 
I u 1 *?? S - ll ‘ 1 5hl ^ *™» $ r °« of bfnmes of thidee pJankc*, being 
hd r T d b «? t wlth >™ n P*« benmth, but on echo side full of dasp« 
and h00 Ices, to joyne them together. 

Hee had likewise ar Greveling provided 20. thousand of carte, which 
irs a snuri space mighr be compact and juyned togeiher with miles and 
cords, and reduced into the forme of 3 bridge. To be short, whatsoever 
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things were requisite for the making of bridges, and for the barring and 
stopping up of havens mouthes with stakes, posts, and other meanes, he 
commanded to be made ready. Moreover not farre from Neiuport haven, 
he had caused a great pile of wooden fagots to be layd, and other furniture 
to be brought for the rearing up of a mount. The most part of his ships 
conteined two ovens a piece to bake bread in, with a great number of sadles, 
bridles, and such other like apparell for horses. They had horses likewise, 
which after their landing should serve to convey, and draw engines, field- 
pieces, and other warlike provisions. 

Neere unto Neiuport he had assembled an armie, over the which he had 
ordained Camillo de Monte to be Camp-master. This army consisted of 
30. bands or ensignes of Italians, of tenne bands of Wallons, eight of Scots, 
and eight of Burgundians, all which together amount unto 56. bands, every 
band containing a hundreth persons. Neare unto Dixmud there were 
mustered 80. bands of Dutch men, sixtie of Spaniards, sixe of high Germans, 
and seven bands of English fugitives, under the conduct of sir William 
Stanlie an English knight 

In the suburbes of Cortreight there were 4000. horsemen together with 
their horses in a readinesse : and at Waten 900. horses, with the troupe 
of the Marques del Gwasto Captaine general! of the horsemen. 

Unto this famous expedition and presupposed victorie, many potentates, 
princes, and honourable personages hied themselves : out of Spaine the 
prince of Melito called the duke of Pastrana and taken to be the sonne of 
one Ruygomes de Silva, but in very deed accompted among the number 
of king Philips base sonnes. Also the Marques of Burgrave, one of the 
sonnes of Archiduke Ferdinand and Philippa Welsera. Vespasian Gonsaga 
of the family of Mantua, being for chivalry a man of great renownc, and 
heretofore Vice-roy in Spaine. Item John Medices base sonne unto the 
duke of Florence. And Amadas of Savoy, the duke of Savoy his base sonne, 
with many others of inferiour degrees. 

Likewise Pope Sixtus quintus for the setting forth of the foresaid 
expedition, as they use to do against Turkes & infidels, published a Cruzado, 
with most ample indulgences which were printed in great numbers. These 
vaine buls the English and Dutchmen deriding, sayd that the devill at all 
passages lay in ambush like a thiefe, no whit regarding such letters of safe 
conduct. Some there be which affirme that the Pope had bestowed the 
realme of England with the title of Defensor fidei, upon the king of Spaine, 
giving him charge to invade it upon this condition, that hee should enjoy 
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the conquered realm, as a vxsal and tributaries in that regard, unm the so 
of Rome, To thb purpose the sid Pope proffered a mi I (ion of gold, the 
one half? thereof 10 he pxied in reads e moneys itod the other halfe when 
the regime of England or any famous port thereof were subdued* And for 
the greater furtherance of the whole hurincssc, lie dispatched one D. Allen 
an English mm (whom bee had made Cardinal! for the same end? and 
purpose} into the Low countries unto whom he committed the administra¬ 
tion of aU matters ecclesiastical! throughout England. This Allen being 
enraged apinst fits ownc native Countrey, caused rhe Popes hull to be 
translated into English, meaning upon the arrival of the Spanish fiectc, to 
have ic so published in England. By which Bull the ^communioifona of 
the t wo former Popes were confirmed, and the Queentt most sacred Majestic 
was by them mon unjustly deprived of all princely titles and dignities her 
subjects being enjoined to perfnrmc obedience unto the duke of Parm, 
and unto the Popes Lepts* 

But that all matters might be performed with greater sccreciu, and that 
the whole expedition might serme rather to be intended against the Lew 
countries* then arainst England, and that the English people might be 
perswaded that all was hut bare words k threatnings and that nought 
would come to effect, there was a solemn? meeting appointed at Borboryh 
in Flanders for a treat]e of peace betweene he* majestic and the Spanish 
king. 

Against which rrearie the united provinces making open protcrtatioUg 
used all manes pebble to hinder it, aliasing that it was more requisite lo 
consult how the enemit now pressing upon them might be repelled from 
off their frontiers. Howbtst some there were in England that greatly urged 
and prosecuted this league, saying, that ic would be very torowKlinus unto 
the state of the realtne, as wdJ in regard of traffique and navigation, as 
for the avoiding of great expenses to mamtainc the warres, affirming aba, 
that at the same time peace might easily and upon reasonable condi norm 
be obtained of the Spaniard. Others thought by this memo to divert some 
oilier way, or tn kerpe hackc the navy now comming upon them, and so 
to escape the danger of that tempest, Howsoever it was the duke of Parma 
by these wiles enchanted and darted the eyes of many English & Dutch 
men that were desirous of peace : whereupon it cam t to p.isse, that England 
and the united provinces prepared In deed some defence to widistana that 
dr cad full expedition and huge Armada, but nothing in comparison of *he 
great danger which was to be feared, albeit the constant report of the whole 
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expedition had continued rife among them for a long time before. Howbeit 
they gave eare unto the relation of certaine that sayd, that this navie was 
provided to conduct and waft over the Indian Fleets : which seemed the 
more probable because the Spaniards were deemed not to be men of so small 
discretion as to adventure those huge and monstrous ships upon the shallow 
and dangerous chanel of England. 

At length when as the French king about the end of May signified unto 
her Majestie in plaine termes that she should stand upon her guard, because 
he was now most certainly enformed, that there was so dangerous an 
invasion imminent upon her realme, that he feared much least all her land 
and sea-forces would be sufficient to withstand it, &c. then began the 
Queens Majestie more carefully to gather her forces together, & to furnish 
her own ships of warre, & the principall ships of her subjects with souldicrs, 
weapons, and other necessary provision. The greatest and strongest ships 
of the whole navy she sent unto Plimmouth under the conduct of the right 
honorable Lord Charles Howard, lord high Admirall of England, See. 
Under whom the renoumed Knight Sir Francis Drake was appointed 
Vice-admiral. The number of these ships was about an hundreth. "I he 
lesser ships being 30. or 40. in number, and under the conduct of the lord 
Henry Seimer were commanded to lie between Dover and Caleis. 

On land likewise throughout the whole realme, souldiers were mustered 
and trained in all places, and were committed unto the most resolute and 
faithfull captaines. And whereas it was commonly given out that the 
Spaniard having once united himselfe unto the duke of Parma, ment to 
invade by the river of Thames, there was at Tilburie in Essex over-against 
Gravesend, a mightie army encamped, and on both sides of the river fortifica¬ 
tions were erected, according to the prescription of Frederike Genebelli an 
Italian enginier. Likewise there were certaine ships brought to make a 
bridge, though it were very late first. Unto the sayd army came in proper 
person the Queens most roiall Majestie, representing Tomyris that Scythian 
warlike princesse, or rather divine Pallas her selfe. Also there were other 
such armies levied in England. 

The principall cathotique Recusants (least they should stirre up any 
tumult in the time of the Spanish invasion) were sent to remaine at certaine 
convenient places, as namely in the Isle of Ely and at Wisbich. And some 
of them were sent unto other places, to wit, unto sundry bishops and noble¬ 
men, where they were kept from endangering the state of the common 
wealth, and of her sacred Majestie, who of her most gracious demencie 
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gave expresse comimn demen F r that they should be in created wirh all 
Ini mint tie and friendship* 

~l he provinces of Holland and Zeland, Arc. giving crodire unto Their 
intelligence out of Spain, made preparation to dcfoid themselves : but 
because the Spanish ships were described unto them to be so huge, they 
relied partly upon the shallow and dangerous sen all along their Coasts 
Wherrore they stood must in doubt of the duke of Pafnia his small and 
ffoE-boitgmed ships. Huwbcit they had all their ships of warn* to 1i 



number of 90. and above, in a readincsse for all assayes : the greater part 
whereof were of a small burthen,, as being more meete to s^i ter upon their 
river* and shallow seas 1 and with thra ships, they besieged all the havens 
in Handers, beginning at the mouth of Schet^ or from the towne of Lillo, 
and holding on to Greveling and almost unto Calcic At fortified all their 
sen-rownes with strong garrisons. 

Against the Spanish fleets arrivall, they had provided 25* or 30. Rood 
ships, committing the government of them unto Admiral! Lnnc% Whom 
they commanded to joint liimazlfe unrn the lord Henry Seymer, lying 
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betweene Dover and Cales. And when as the foresaid ships, (whereof the 
greater part besieged the haven of Dunkerke) were driven by tempest into 
Zeland, Justin of Nassau the Admiral of Zeland supplied that squadron 
with 35. ship being of no great burthen, but excellently furnished with 
gunnes, mariners and souldiers in great abundance, ana especially with 
1200. brave Musquetiers, having bene accustomed unto sea-fights, and 
being chosen out of all their companies for the same purpose : and so the 
said Justin of Nassau kept such diligent ward in that Station that the duke 
of Parma could not issue foorth with his navy into the sea out of any part 
of Flanders. 

In the meane while the Spanish Armada set saile out of the haven of 
Lisbon upon the 19. of May, An. Dom. 1588. under the conduct of the 
duke of Medina Sidonia, directing their course for the Baie of Corunna, 
ali&s the Groine of Gallicia, where they tooke in souldiers and warlike 
provision, this port being in Spaine the neerest unto England. As they 
were sailing along, there arose such a mightie tempest, that the whole 
Fleete was dispersed, so that when the duke was returned unto his company, 
he could not escry above 80. ships in all, whereunto the residue by litle and 
litle joyned themselves, except eight which had their mastes blowen over- 
boord. One of the foure gallies of Portingal escaped very hardly, retiring 
her selfe into the haven. The other three were upon the coast of Baion 
in France, by the assistance and courage of one David Gwin an English 
captive (whom the French and Turkish slaves aided in the same enterprise) 
utterly disabled and vanquished : one of the three being first overcome, 
which conquered the two other, with the slaughter of their governours and 
souldiers, and among the rest of Don Diego de Mandrana with sundrj 
others : and so those slaves arriving in France with the three Gallies, se 
themselves at libertie. 

The navy having refreshed themselves at the Groine, & receiving daily 
commandement from the king to hasten their journey, hoised up sailes the 
11. day of July, and so holding on their course till the 19. of the same 
moneth, they came then unto the mouth of the narow seas or English 
chanel. From whence (striking their sailes in the meane season) they 
dispatched certaine of their smal ships unto the duke of Parma. At the 
same time the Spanish Fleete was escried by an English pinasse, captaine 
whereof was M. Thomas Fleming, after they had bene advertised of the 
Spaniards expedition by their scoutes and espials, which having ranged along 
the coast of Spaine, were lately returned home into Plimmouth for a new 
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supply of victuals and other necessaries who considering the forrayd 
Etrmptst, were of opinion that ihc navy being of foie dispersed and tossed 
up and downc die mainc Ocean* was by no means able to pfrrforme their 
intended voiage. 

Monorefj ibe L, Charles Howard L. high admiral of England had 
received letters from the court* signifying unto him dial her Majestic was 
advertised that the Spanish Fleere would not crac foorth, nor was to be 
any longer expected for* and therefore* rhat upon her Majesties eommando 
menE he muit send hucke foure of her tat Jest and strongest ships unto 
Chat bun. 

'lilt lord high Admiral of England being thus on the sudden* namely 
upon the 19, of July about foure of the clocke £n the afternoon^ enfonned 
by the pkutiSt of captainc Fleming aforesaid* of die Spaniards appnpch, with 
all speed and diligence politic be warped his ship*, and caused his mariner* 
and Muddier* ft lie greater part of whom was absent for die dusc aftzrcs&ydj 
tocomc on boord* and that with great trouble and difficulties Insomuch that 
the lord Admiral himsdfe was taine to lie without in the road widi sixe 
ships ondy all that night* after the which many others came foorth of the 
liaven. The very next day being the 20. of July about high nnnne* was 
:hr„ Spaimh Fleete escricd by the English, which with a Southwest wind 
came filing along, and passed by Plimpouth : in which regard (according 
to the judgement of many skilful navigators^ they greatly overshot them- 
selves* whereas it had bene mote commodious for tlicm to have slased 
themselves therc^ Considering that the Englishmen being as yet unprovided, 
greatly relied upon their gwiic forces* and knew not the estate of the Spanish 
navy* Moreover* this was the most convenient port of all others* where 
they might with grater sccuritic have bene advertised nf the English forced 
and how the commons of the land stood affected* and might have stirred up 
some mu tin ic* so that hither they should have bent all their puissance* and 
from hence the duke of Parma might more easily have convded his ships. 

But this they were prohibited, to doe by the king and his counsel I, and 
were expressety commanded to unite themselves unto Ihe souldiers and 
ships of the iiiid duke of Parma, and so to bring their purple to effect. 
Which was thought to be the must easic and direct course, for that they 
imagined that the English and Dutch men would be utterly daunted and 
diumaied thereat* and would each man of them retire unto his mvne Province 
and Porte for the defence thereof* and transporting the armie of the duke 
under the protection of their huge navy* they might invade England 

270 


The Miraculous Victory Atchieved by the English Fleete 

It is reported that the chiefe commanders in the navy, and those which 
were more skilfull in navigation, to wit, John Martines de Ricalde, Diego 
Flores de Valdez, and divers others found fault that they were bound unto 
so strict directions and instructions, because that in such a case many 
particular accidents ought to concurre and to be respected at one and the 
same instant, that is to say, the opportunitie of the wind, weather, time, 
tide, and ebbe, wherein they might saile from Flanders to England. Often¬ 
times also the darkenesse and light, the situation of places, the depths and 
shoulds were to be considered : all which especially depended upon the 
conveniencie of the windcs, and were by so much the more dangerous. 

But it seemeth that they were enjoined by their commission to ancre 
neere unto, or about Caleis, whither the duke of Parma with his ships and 
all his warrelike provision was to resort, and while the English and Spanish 
great ships were in the midst of their conflict, to passe by, and to land his 
souldiers upon the Downes. 

The Spanish captives reported that they were determined first to have 
entred the river of Thames, and thereupon to have passed with small ships 
up to London, supposing that they might easily winne that rich and flourish¬ 
ing Citie being but meanely fortified and inhabited with Citizens not 
accustomed to the warres, who durst not withstand their first encounter, 
hoping moreover to finde many rebels against her Majestie and popish 
catholiques, or some favourers of the Scottish queene (which was not long 
before most justly beheaded) who might be instruments of sedition. 

Thus often advertising the duke of Parma of their approch, the 20. of 
July they passed by Plimmouth, which the English ships pursuing and 
getting the wind of them, gave them the chase and the encounter, and so 
both Fleets frankly exchanged their bullets. 

The day following which was the 21. of July, the English ships approched 
within musquet shot of the Spanish : at what time the lorde Charles 
Howard most hotly and valiantly discharged his Ordinance upon the Spanish 
Vicc-admirall. The Spaniards then well perceiving the nimblenesse of the 
English ships in discharging upon the enimie on all sides, gathered themselves 
close into the forme of an halfe moone, and slackened their sailes, least they 
should outgoe any of their companie. And while they were proceeding on 
in this maner, one of their great Galliasses was so furiously battered with 
shot, that the whole navy was faine to come up rounder together for the 
safegard thereof: whereby it came to passe that the principall Galleon 
of Sivill (wherein Don Pedro de Valdez, Vasques de Silva, Alonzo de Sayas, 
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anti other noble men were emharqued) tailing fbuJe of another shippe, had 
her fore-mail broken, and by that meancs was not able to keeps way with 
the Spanish Fleet*, neither would the sayde Flecte stay to succour it* but 
left the distressed Gal con behind, The lord Admiral! of England when 
he saw this ship of Valdes, & thought she had bcnc voyd of Mariners and 
Souldiers, taking with him as many shtppes as he could, passed by it, tliai 
he might nut loose sight ot the Spanish Fleet chit night. For bir Francis 



Drake (who was notwithstanding appointed to twarc one his lantcrnc that 
night) was giving of chase unto five great Ilulke* which hid separated 
themselves from the Spanish Flecte t hut finding them to he Eastirtin£% 
he dismissed them. The lord Admirall all that night following the Spanish 
lametne in stead of the English, found himsclib in the morning CO be in 
the midst of his erdmks Flectc, but when he perceived it, hee cleanly 
Conveyed himsclfc out of that great danger* 

The day folowing, which was the two and twentie of July, Sir Francis 
Drake espied Valdez his shippe, wheremito hec sent foorth his pinnasirf, 
and being advertised that Valdez himsetfe was there, and 450, permu with 
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him, he sent him word that he should yeeld himselfe. Valdez for his 
honors sake caused certaine conditions to be propounded unto Drake : who 
answered Valdez that he was not now at laisure to make any long parle, 
if he would yeeld himselfe, he should find him friendly and tractable : 
howbeit if he had resolved to die in fight, he should proove Drake to be no 
dastard. 

Upon which answere Valdez and his company understanding that they 
were fallen into the hands of fortunate Drake, being mooved with the 
renoume and celebritie of his name, with one consent yeelded themselves, 
and found him very favourable unto them. Then Valdez with 40. or 
50. noblemen and gentlemen pertaining unto him, came on boord sir Francis 
Drakes ship. The residue of his company were caried unto Plimmouth, 
where they were detained a yere & an halfe for their ransome. 

Valdez comming unto Drake and humbly kissing his hand protested unto 
him, that he and his had resolved to die in battell, had they not by good 
fortune fallen into his power, whom they knew to be right curteous and 
gentle, and whom they had heard by generall report to bee most favourable 
unto his vanquished foe : insomuch that he sayd it was to bee doubted 
whether his enimies had more cause to admire and love him for his great, 
valiant, and prosperous exploites, or to dread him for his singular felicitie 
and wisedom, which ever attended upon him in the warres, and by the 
which hee had attained unto so great honour. With that Drake embraced 
him and gave him very honourable entertainement, feeding him at his owne 
table, and lodging him in his cabbin. 

Here Valdez began to recount unto Drake the forces of all the Spanish 
r lect, and how foure mightie Gallies were separated by tempest from them : 
and also how they were determined first to have put into Plimmouth haven, 
not expecting to bee repelled thence by the English ships which they thought 
could by no meanes withstand their impregnable forces, perswading them¬ 
selves that by means of their huge Fleete, they were become lords and 
commaunders of the maine Ocean. For which cause they marveled much 
how the English men in their small ships durst approch within musket shot 
of the Spaniards mightie woodden castles, gathering the wind of them with 
many other such like attempts. 

Immediately after, Valdez and his company, being a man of principal 
authoritie in the Spanish Fleete, and being descended of one and the same 
ramilie with that Valdez, which in the yeere 1574. besieged Leiden in 
Holland, were sent captives into England. There were in the sayd ship 
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55, thousand ducatw in read j money of the Spanish kings gold, which the 

touldiei? mcrily sdiared ansong ihemsdvei , . „ 

The same dav was Set on fire one of their greattst shipper, ^’"g Admiiidl 
of the squadron oFGuipuDCo, and being the shippc of Michael de Oquendo 
VfcMdnjiwH of tlic whole Fie**, whkh contained great store of gunne* 
powder and other vrarmlike prevision. The upper part nnely Ot this shippe 
was burnt, and all the persons therein contained (except a very lew, were 
consumed with fire. And thereupon it was taken by the English, and 
hmunht into England with a number of miserable burnt and store nea 
h Spaniards. Howbcit the gun¬ 

powder {to the great admiration 
df all men) remained whole and 
u neon hu me J. 

In die meanc Season the lord 

Admiral I nf England in his. aliip 
tilled the Arte-ruyulli si-31 that 
n [ght purmied rhe Spaniards so 
nccic* thftt in die morning he* 
was almost left alone in the 
epimits Fleets and it was four* 
of the dockc .11 af mmem 
before the residue of the English 
Fleet Could overtake hi an. 

At the same time Hugo Jc 
Moncada govemour of the fourt 
Galliasses, made humble sute 
unto the Duke of Medina that be might be licenced to encounter thu 
Admimll of England : which tibeme the duke thought not good to permit 
unto him, because hee was loth jo exceed the li mites of hi s commission 


and charge. . __ T _ - ** _ 

Upon Tuesday which was the three and twenhc of July, the navic King 
ccime over against Portland^ the wind begin la tum^ Northerly* insomuch 
that the Spaniards had a fnntmatc and fit gsdc to invade the English. But 
the Englishmen having lesser and nimbler Ships, recovered again* die 
vantage of the windc from the Spaniard^ w hereat tile Spaniards seen™ zo 
bee more incensed to fight then before, But when die English Ficelc ha 
continually and without i cite million from morning to nighty rwaten an 
battered them with all their shot both great and small : the Spaniard** 
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uniting themselves, gathered their whole Fleete close together into a 
roundel!, so that it was apparant that they ment not as yet to invade others, 
but onely to defend themselves and to make hast unto the place prescribed 
unto them, which was neere unto Dunkerk, that they might joine forces 
with the duke of Parma, who was determined to have proceeded secretly 
with his small shippes under the shadow and protection of the great ones, 
and so had intended circumspectly to performe the whole expedition. 

This was the most furious and bloodie skirmish of all, in which the lord 
Admirall of England continued fighting amidst his enimies Fleete, and 
seeing one of his Captaines afarre off, hee spake unto him in these wordes : 
Oh George what doest thou ? Wilt thou nowe frustrate my hope and 
opinion conceived of thee ? Wilt thou forsake mee nowe ? With which 
wordes hee being enflamed, approched foorthwith, encountered the enemie, 
and did the part of a most valiant Captaine. His name was George Fenner, 
a man that had bene conversant in many Sea-fights. 

In this conflict there was a certaine great Venetian ship with other small 
ships surprised and taken by the English. 

The English navie in the meane while increased, whereunto out of all 
Havens of the Realme resorted ships and men : for they all with one accord 
came flocking thither as unto a set field, where immortall fame and glory 
was to be attained, and faithfull service to bee performed unto their prince 
and countrey. 

In which number there were many great and honourable personages, as 
namely, the Erles of Oxford, of Northumberland, of Cumberland, &c. 
with many Knights and Gentlemen : to wit, Sir Thomas Cecill, Sir Robert 
Cecill, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir William Hatton, Sir Horatio Palavicini, Sir 
Henry Brooke, Sir Robert Carew, Sir Charles Blunt, Master Ambrose 
Willoughbie, Master Henry Nowell, Master Thomas Gerard, Master 
Henry Dudley, Master Edward Darcic, Master Arthur Gorge, Master 
Thomas Woodhouse, Master William Harvie, &c. And so it came to passe 
that the number of the English shippes amounted unto an hundreth : which 
when they were come before Dover, were increased to an hundred and 
thirtie, being notwithstanding of no proportionable bignesse to encounter 
with the Spaniards, except two or three and twentie of the Queenes greater 
shippes, which onely, by reason of their presence, bred an opinion in the 
Spaniardes mindes concerning the power of the English Fleet : the mariners 
and souldiers whereof were esteemed to be twelve thousand. 

The foure and twentie of July when as the sea was calme, and no windc 
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suningf the fight was onely bciweene the foure great Galleasses and th* 
English sbsppes, which being rnwed with OiircS, had great vauntage of the 
ayde English shipped which notwithstanding for all that would not bee 
forced lo yceld, but discharged their pham-c-fihoi to cut asunder their Cables 
and Cordage of the GallcaSS**, with many other such Stfutagemoi. "I hey 
were no we constrained to send their men on land for a newe wipphe of 
Gunne-powder, whereof they were in gre-ar skardtic, by reason they h:\-S 
so frankdy spcm the greater part in the former convicts. 

The same day, a Counscll being assembled, if was decreed thar the 
English Fleece should nee devided into inure squadrons : the principal I 
whereof wascommitted unto the lord Admirall ; the second, to Sir Francis 
Drake : the third, lo Captains Hawkins i the fourth, to Captain b 
Frobisher, _ 

The Spaniards in their sailing observed very diligent and good order, 
sayling three Hid foufe t and sometimes more ships in si nmke, and falowirsg 
dose up one after another, and the stronger and gnater strip* protecting the 
leaser* 

The five and twentie of July when the Spaniards were Come over^ 
against the Isle of Wight, the lord Admirall of England being accompanied 
with his best ships, (namely the Lion, Captain* whereof was the lord 
Thomas Howard : The Elizabeth Jonas under the eommandement of Sir 
Hubert Southwd $onne in lawe unto the lord Admiral! : the Beare under 
the lord Sheffield nephew unto the lord Admirall : the Vietoric under 
Captaine Barker : and the Galeon I,derate r under the forewarned Captain* 
George Kenner) with great valour and dreadful! thundering oi shot, 
encountered the Spanish Admiral being in the very midst of aU his Fleet 
Which when die Spaniard perceived, being assisted with bis strongest ships* 
he came forth and entered a terrible com bate with ihc English % for they 
barn wed each on other the broad side*, and mutually discharged all their 
Ordinance, Nang within one hundred, or an hundred and twenrie yards one 
of another. __ l _^ 

At length the Spaniard** hnised up their savles, and againe gathered 
themselves up close into the forme of a roundel. In ihc meaiic white 
Captaine Frobisher had engaged himself* into a must dangerous con diet. 
Whereupon tiie lord AdniiruIL commhg to succour him, found jhat he* 
had valiantly and discreetly behaved himsdfc, and that hee had wisely ain 
In good time given over the fight, because that after so great a batrenc he 
had sustained no damage. 
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For which cause the day following, being the sixe and twentie of Tulv, 
the lord Admirall rewarded him with the order of knighthood, together 
with the lord Thomas Howard, the lord Sheffield, M. John Hawkins and 
others. 

The same day the lord Admirall received intelligence from Newhaven 
in Franee, by certaine of his Pinnasses, that all things were quiet in France, 
and that there was no preparation of sending aide unto the Spaniards, which 
was greatly feared from the Guisian faction, and from the Leaguers : but 
there was a false rumour spread all about, that the Spaniards had conquered 
England. n 

The seven and twentie of July, the Spaniards about the sunne-setting 
were come over-against Dover, and rode at ancre within the sight of Caleis, 
intending to hold on for Dunkerk, expecting there to joyne with the duke 
of Parma his forces, without which they were able to doe litle or nothing. 

Likewise the English Fleetc following up hard upon them, ancred just 
by them within culvering-shot. And here the lord Henry Seymer united 
himselfe unto the lord Admiral with his fleete of 30. ships which road before 
the mouth of Thames. 

As the Spanish navie therefore lay at ancre, the duke of Medina sent 
certaine messengers unto the duke of Parma, with whom upon that occasion 
many Noblemen and Gentlemen went to refresh themselves on land : and 
amongst the rest the prince of Ascoli, being accounted the kings base sonne, 
and a very proper and towardlv yong gentleman, to his great good, went 
on shore, who was by so much the more fortunate, in that hee had not 
opportunity to returne on boord the same ship, out of which he was departed, 
because that in returning home it was cast away upon the Irish coast, with 
all the persons contained therein. 

The duke of Parma being advertised of the Spanish Fleetes arrival! upon 
the coast of England, made all the haste hee could to bee present himselfe 
in this expedition for the performance of his charge : vainely perswading 
himselfe that nowe by the meanes of Cardinall Allen, hee should be crowned 
king of England, and for that cause hee had resigned the governement of 
the Lowe countries unto Count Mansfeld the cider. And having made 
his vowes unto S. Mary of Hall in Henault (whom he went to visite for his 
blind devotions sake) hee returned toward Bruges the 28. of July. 

The next day travelling to Dunkerk hee heard the thundering Ordinance 
of either Fleet : and the same evening being come to Dixmud, hee was 
given to understand the hard successe of the Spanish Fleete. 
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Upon Tuesday which was the thirtieth of July, about high nmne, liees 
came to Dunkirk, when a* all the Spamill Fichte was now passed hy : 
neither durst any of his ships. in the meant: space come fourth to assist the 
i#iyd Spanish Fleet® For feirc of five and think- wanelike ships of Holland 
mid Zebmd, which there kept watch and warde under the conduct of the 
A dm trail Justin of Nassau, 

The foresayd five and ihirtie shipped were furnished with most cunning 
manners and olde expert souldiers* amongst the which were twelve hundred 
Mtiskeikrs, whom the States had chosen out of all their garisons, and whom 
their knew to have bene heretofore experienced in sea-fights. 

This navie was given especially in charge not to suffer any sbippe to come 
our of the Haven* nnr rn permit any Zabracs, Patadies or other small rasdi 
of the Spanish Flcete (which were more iikdy to aide the Punkerkers) to 
enter thereinto, for the greater ships were not to be fatted hy mam of the 
shallow $ca in that place, Howbeit the prince nf Parma Iii& forces being 
as yet unrcudicj were not come on boord his shipper oncly the English 
Fugitives bdng seven hundred in number under the conduct of Sir William 
Stanley, came in fit time to have bene embarked* because they hoped to give 
the fbit assault against England, The residue shewed themselves unwilling 
and loath to depart, because they sawc but a few mariners, who were hy 
constraint drawne into this expedition, and also because they had very bare 
provision of bread* drink®, and other ncce?rciry victual*. 

Moreover, the shipper of Ho!land and Zeland stood continually in their 
sight, threatening shor and powder, and many inconveniences unto them : 
for feu® of which shipper the Mariners and Sea-men secretly withdrew 
themselves both day and night* least that the duke of Parma his smMeo 
$ fir mid compell them by main® force togoe oft brjord* and to break® through 
the Hollanders Fleete, which all of them judged to bee Impossible by reason 
of the straightness of the Haven. 

But it seemeth that the Duke of Parma and the Kpankrdi grounded upon 
a vainc and presumptuous expectation* that all rhe ships of Engliuid and of 
(be Low cnuiiirrys would at (he rirnt righT of the Spanish and Dunkirk 
Navie have betaken themselves to flight* yeeldsng them sea rtipmc* and 
endevtiuring onely to defend themselves, their havens, and sea coasts from 
invasion. Wherefore their intent and purpose was, that the Duke of Parma 
in his small and flat-bottomed shipper, should as it were under the shadow 
and wings of the Spanish fleet, convey over all his troupes, armour, and 
warlike provision* and with thrir forces so united, should invade England - w 
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or while the English fleet were busied in fight against the Spanish, should 
enter upon any part of the coast, which he thought to be most convenient. 
Which invasion (as the captives afterward confessed) the Duke of Parma 
thought first to have attempted by the river of Thames ; upon the bankes 
whereof having at his first arrivall landed twenty or thirty thousand of his 
principall souldiers, he supposed that he might easily have woonne the Citie 
of London ; both because his small shippes should have followed and 
assisted his land-forces, and also for that the Citie it-selfe was but meanely 
fortified and easie to overcome, by reason of the Citizens delicacie and 
discontinuance from the warres, wno with continuall and constant labour 
might be vanquished, if they yeelded not at the first assault. They were 
in good hope also to have mette with some rebels against her Majestie, and 
such as were discontented with the present state, as Papists, and others. 
Likewise they looked for ayde from the favourers of the Scottish Queene, 
who was not long before put to death ; all which they thought would 
have stirred up seditions and factions. 

Whenas therefore the Spanish fleet rode at anker before Caleis, to the 
end they might consult with the Duke of Parma what was best to be done 
according to the Kings commandement, and the present estate of their 
affaires, and had now (as we will afterward declare) purposed upon the 
second of August being Friday, with one power and consent to have put 
their intended businesse in practise ; the L. Admirall of England being 
admonished by her Majesties letters from the Court, thought it most 
expedient either to drive the Spanish fleet from that place, or at leastwise 
to give them the encounter : and for that cause (according to her Majesties 
prescription) he tooke forthwith eight of his woorst & basest ships which 
came next to hand, & disburdening them of all things which seemed to be 
of any value, filled them with gun-powder, pitch, brimstone, and with other 
combustible and firy matter ; and charging all their ordinance with powder, 
bullets, and stones, he sent the sayd ships upon the 28 of July being Sunday, 
about two of the clocke after miclnight, with the winde and tide against the 
Spanish fleet : which when they had proceeded a good space, being forsaken 
of the Pilots, and set on fire, were directly carried upon the King of Spames 
Navie : which fire in the dead of the night put the Spaniards into suc ^ a 
perplexity and horrour (for they feared lest they were like unto those terrible 
ships, which Frederic Jenebelli three yeeres before, at the siege of Antwerpe, 
had furnished with gun-powder, stones, and dreadfull engines, for the 
dissolution of the Duke of Parma his bridge, built upon the river of Scheld) 
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that cutting their cables whereon their ankers were fastened, and hoising 
up their sailes, they betooke themselves very confusedly unto the maine sea. 

In this sudden confusion, the principal! and greatest of the foure galliasses 
falling fowle of another ship, lost her rudder : for which cause when she 
could not be guided any longer, she was by the force of the tide cast into 
a certaine showld upon the shore of Caleis, where she was immediatly 
assaulted by divers English pinasses, hoyes, and drumblers. 

And as they lay battering of her with their ordinance, and durst not 
boord her, the L. Admirall sent thither his long boat with an hundreth 
choise souldiers under the command of Captaine Amias Preston. Upon 
whose approch their fcllowes being more emboldened, did offer to boord 
the galliassc : against whom the governour thereof and Captaine of all the 
foure galliasses, Hugo de Moncada, stoutly opposed himselfe, fighting by 
so much the more valiantly, in that he hoped presently to be succoured by 
the Duke of Parma. In the meane season, Moncada, after he had endured 
the conflict a good while, being hitte on the head with a bullet, fell downe 
starke dead, and a great number of Spaniards also were slaine in his company. 
I he greater part of the residue leaping over-boord into the sea, to save 
themselves by swimming, were most of them drowned. Howheit there 
escaped among others Don Anthonio de Manriques, a principall officer in 
the Spanish fleet (called by them their Veador generall) together with a few 
Spaniards besides : which Anthonio was the first man that carried certaine 
newes of the successe of the fleet into Spaine. 

This huge and monstrous galliasse, wherein were contained three hundred 
slaves to lug at the oares, and foure hundred souldiers, was in the space of 
three houres rifled in the same place ; and there were found amongst divers 
other commodities 50000 ducats of the Spanish kings treasure. At length 
when the slaves were released out of their fetters, the English men would 
have set the sayd ship on fire, which Monsieur Gourdon the governor of 
Caleis, for feare of the damage which might thereupon ensue to the Towne 
and Haven, would not permit them to do, but dravc them from thence with 
his great ordinance. 

Upon the 29 of July in the morning, the Spanish Fleet after the foresayd 
tumult, having arranged themselves againe into order, were, within sight 
of Greveling, most bravely and furiously encountered by the English ; 
where they once againe got the winde of the Spaniards : who suffered 
themselves to be deprived of the commodity of the place in Caleis rode, and 
of the advantage of the winde neere unto Dunkerk, rather then they would 
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change their array or separate their forces nnw ecrijoyned and united 
together, Handing on dj upon tlidr defence. 

And albeit there were many excellent and warlike ships in the English 
fleet, yet aatse were there i± nr 23 among them all which matched QO of 
the Spanish ships in bigntssr, or could conveniently assault Them, Where¬ 
fore the English shippes using their prerogative of nimble scirrag&p whereby 
ihey cent Id mmc and wield themselves with the windc which war they 
Jbtfdj came often times very n«re upon ihe Spaniards, and charged them 



so sore, that now and then they were but a pikes length asunder : & w 
continually giving than one broad side after another, they discharged all 
their shot both great and small upon them, spending one whole day ftofTi 
morning till night in that violent Jdndc of conflict, until I such time as 
powder and bullets failed them* In regard of which want they thought 
it convenient not to pursue the Spaniard any longer, because they had many 
great vantages of the English, ipmdy for the extraordinary bigness of 
their ships, and also for dial they were so necrcly Codjoyned, and kept 
together in so good array, that they could by no meaner be fought withall 
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one to one. The English thought therefore, that they had right well 
acquited themselves, in chasing the Spaniards first from Caleis, and then 
from Dunkerk, and by that meanes to have hindered them from joyning 
with the Duke of Parma his forces, and getting the winde of them, to have 
driven them from their owne coasts. 

The Spaniards that day sustained great losse and damage having many 
of their shippes shot thorow and thorow, and they discharged likewise great 
store of ordinance against the English ; who indeed sustained some 
hinderance, but not comparable to the Spaniards losse : for they lost not 
any one shippe or person of account. For very diligent inquisition being 
made, the English men all that time wherein the Spanish Navy sayled upon 
their seas, are not found to have wanted above one hundreth of their people : 
albeit Sir Francis Drakes shippe was pierced with shot above forty times 
and his very cabben was twise shot thorow, and about the conclusion of the 
fight, the bedde of a certaine gentleman lying weary thereupon, was taken 
quite from under him with the force of a bullet. Likewise, as the Earle 
of Northumberland and Sir Charles Blunt were at dinner upon a time, the 
bullet of a demi-culvering brake thorow the middest of their cabbin, touched 
their feet, and strooke downe two of the standers by, with many such 
accidents befalling the English shippes, which it were tedious to rehearse. 
Whereupon it is most apparant, that God miraculously preserved the English 
nation. For the L. Admirall wrote unto her Majestie that in all humane 
reason, and according to the judgement of all men (every circumstance being 
duly considered) the English men were not of any such force, whereby 
they might, without a miracle, dare once to approch within sight of the 
Spanish Fleet : insomuch that they freely ascribed all the honour of their 
victory unto God, who had confounded the enemy, and had brought his 
counsels to none effect. 

The same day the Spanish ships were so battered with English shot, that 
that very night and the day following, two or three of them suncke right 
downe : and among the rest a certaine great ship of Biscay, which Captaine 
Crosse assaulted, which perished even in the time of the conflict, so that 
very few therein escaped drowning 5 who reported that the governours of 
the same shippe slew one another upon the occasion following : one of 
them which would have yeelded the shippe was suddenly slaine ; the 
brother of the slaine party in revenge of his death slew the murtherer, and 
»n the meane while the ship suncke. 

The same night two Portugall galeons of the burthen of seven or eight 
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hundreth tunnes u piece* to wit the Saint Philip and the Saint Matthew, 
were fmraken of tile Spanish Fleet, for they were So tome with shottc, that 
the water entered Into them on ail sides. In the galeon of Saint Philip was 
Frauds dc Toledo^ brother unto the Count tie Of gas, being Colonell over 
two and thirty bands : besides other gentlemen ; who seeing their mast 
broken with shorre, they shaped their course, as well as they could, for the 
com of Flanders : whither when they could not attune, the priudpdl 
men in the ship Committing themselves to their skiffe, arrixed at the next 
towne, which was Ostaid i and the ship it selte being left behinde with 
the residue of Iheir company, was taken by the UJishingers, 

in the other ^xteoo, called tire S. Matthew, was embarked Don Hicgo 
Piinentdli another camp-master and colonel! of 32 liand^ being brother 
unto the marques of Tamnarc% with many other gcntEcmcn and captaines. 
111 dr ship was not very great, hut exceeding strong, for of a grait number 
of bullets which had batterd her, there were scarsc 20 wherewith she was 
pierced or hurt : her upper worke was of force sufficient to beare off a 
musket shot■ this shippe was shot thorow and pierced in the fight before 
Greveling > insomuch that the leakage of the water could not be cropped : 
v hereupon the duke of Medina sent his great skiffe unto the govemnur 
thereof, that he might save himsclfe and the principal persons that were 
in bb ship : which he, upon a ha tilt courage, refilled to do ; wherefore 
the Duke charged him in sails next unto himselfe : which the night follow¬ 
ing he could not performe, by reason of the great abundance of water which 
entered hi* ship on all sides i for the avoiding whefof, and to save his ship 
from sincking, he caused 50 men cuntimwily to labor at the pumpe, though 
it were ro small purpose. And seeing hicr&rffe thua forsaken k separated 
from hk admiral!, he enduvored what he could to attaine unto the coast of 
Flanders : where, being espied by 4 or 5 men of warre, which had their 
Station aligned them upon the same coast, he was admonished to yeetd 
himsdfe unto xhem. Which he refusing to eta, was strongly aieaulEiai by 
them altogether, and hk ship being pierced with many tollers, was brought 
into fane worst case then before, and 40 of his soutdiers were slatne* By 
which extremity he was enforced at length to yedd hurndfe unto Peter 
Banderduess & other captaints, which brought him and his ship into Zcland ; 
and that other iJhip abo last before mentioned : which both of them, 
immediatly after the greater and better patt of their goods were unladen, 
yuncke right ctawne. 

For the memory of this exploit, the foresayd captains Banderduess caused 
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the banner of one of these shippes to be set up in the great Church of Leiden 
in Holland, which is of so great a length, that being fastened to the very 
roofe, it reached downe to the ground. 

About the same time another small ship being by necessity driven upon 
the coast of Flanders, about Blankenberg, was cast away upon the sands, 
the people therein being saved. Thus almighty God would have the 
Spaniards huge ships to be presented, not onely to the view of the English, 
but also of the Zelanders ; that at the sight of them they might acknowledge 
of what small ability they had beene to resist such impregnable forces, had 
not God endued them with courage, providence, and fortitude, yea, and 
fought for them in many places with his owne arme. 

The 29 of July the Spanish fleet being encountered by the English (as 
is aforesayd) and lying close together under their fighting sailes, with a 
Southwest winde sailed past Dunkerk, the English ships stil following the 
chase. Of whom the day following when the Spaniards had got sea roome, 
they cut their maine sailes ; whereby they sufficiently declared that they 
meant no longer to fight but to flie. For which cause the L. Admirall of 
England dispatched the L. Henrie Seymer with his squadron of small ships 
unto the coast of Flanders, where, with the helpe of the Dutch ships, he 
might stop the prince of Parma his passage, if perhaps he should attempt 
to issue forth with his army. And he himselfe in the meane space pursued 
the Spanish fleet untill the second of August, because he thought they had 
set saile for Scotland. And albeit he followed them very neere, yet aid he 
not assault them any more, for want of powder and bullets. But upon the 
fourth of August, the winde arising, when as the Spaniards had spread all 
their sailes, betaking themselves wholly to flight, and leaving Scotland on 
the left hand, trended toward Norway, (whereby they sufficiently declared 
that their whole intent was to save themselves by flight, attempting for 
that purpose, with their battered and crazed ships, the most dCangerous 
navigation of the Northren seas) the English seeing that they were now 
proceeded unto the latitude of 57 degrees, and being unwilling to participate 
that danger whereinto the Spaniards plunged themselves, and because they 
wanted things necessary, and especially powder & shot, returned backe for 
England ; leaving behinde them certaine pinasses onely, which they 
enjoyned to follow the Spaniards aloofe, and to observe their course. And 
so it came to passe that the fourth of August, with great danger and industry, 
the English arrived at Harwich : for they had bene tossed up and downe 
with a mighty tempest for the space of two or three dayes together, which 
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it Is likely did great hurt unto the Spanish fleet, being (as I Kiyd before) so 
maimed and battered. The English now going on more, provided them¬ 
selves fourth with of victuals, gunne-powder, and other things expedient, 
that they might be ready at all assayra to cnterrainc the Spanish floor, if it 
chanced any more to refume* But being afterward more cerratncly informed 
of the Spaniard** course, they thought St best to leave them unto tho>e 
boisterous and uncouth Northren seas, and nut there to hunt after them* 
The Spaniards seeing now that they wanted fuurc or five thousand of 
thdr people and having divers maimed and sicke persona, and likewise 
having lost 10 or 12 of their principal! ships, they consulted among them¬ 
selves, what they wen: best to doti> being now escaped out of the hand* of 
tiie English, because their vicruak (ailed them in like snrr, and they began 
also to want cables, cordage, ankers, masts, Salles, and other naval furniture, 
and utterly despaired of the Duke of Farm a his asststance [who verily hoping 
and undoubtedly expecting the retume of the Spanish Fleet, was continually 
occupied about bis great preparation, commanding abundance of ankers to 
be made, & other necessary furniture for a Navy to be provided) they thought 
ir good ae length, So soone os the windc shoulul serve them, to fetch a enm- 
passe about Scotland ami Ireland, and so in returne for S prune, 

lor they well Uiidcrstfjod, that rnmmar.dcment wa$ given thomwaut all 
Scotland, doi they should not have any succour or assistance there Neither 
yet could they In Norway supply their wants. Wherefore, having Liken 
certune Soottsh and other ftshcrWta, they brought the men on bnord their 
ownc ships, to the end they might be their guides and Pilots. Fearing also 
least -their fresh water should foilc them, they cast all their horses and mules 
oytrboord : and so touching no where upon the coast of Scotland, but 
being carried with a fresh gale between? the Qrcode* and Faar-Isle% they 
proceeded fiirrc North, even unto 61 degrees of latitude, being distant from 
any [and at die least 40 leagues, Uecre the Duke of Medina gencrall of 
the Fleet commanded all his followers to shape their course for Biscay : 
and he hlmtdfe with twenty of five and twenty of his ships which were 
best provided of fresh water and other necessaries, holding on his course 
over the main* Ocean, returned safely home. The residue of hb ktiip> 
being about forty in number, and committed unto his VieesidmiraB, fell 
nuertr with the coast of Ireland, intending their Course for Cspe Clare, 
because they hoped there to get fresh wafer, and to refresh themselves on 
land Bur after they wore driven with many contrary windes, at length, 
upon the second of September, they were cast by a tempest arising from the 
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Southwest upon divers parts of Ireland, where many of their ships perished. 
And amongst others, the shippe of Michael de Oquendo, which was one 
of the great Galliasses : and two great ships of Venice also, namely, la Ratta 
and Belanzara, with other 36 or 38 ships more, which perished in sundry 
tempests, together with most of the persons contained in them. 

Likewise some of the Spanish ships were the second time carried with 
a strong West winde into the chanell of England, whereof some were taken 



by the English upon their coast, and others by the men of Rochel upon the 
coast of France. , 

Moreover, there arrived at Newhaven in Normandy, being by tcI ^P^ 
inforced so to doe, one of the foure great Galliasses, where they foun t e 
ships with the Spanish women which followed the Fleet at their setting 
forth. Two ships also were cast away upon the coast of Norway, one o 
them being of a great burthen ; howoeit all the persons in the sav 
ship were saved : insomuch that of 134 ships, which set saile out o ? 
gall, there returned home 53 onely small and great : namely of the foure 
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gillirwses but one, and but one of the fourc gallics. Of tile q t great galleons 
and hulk? there were missing 38, and 33 returned : of the pauclics arid 
yahracs 17 were missing* and 18 returned home. In briefe, there were 
missing 81 ships* in which number were gdliaisra, gallies, gaJeoni, and other 
vessels both great and small. And amongst the 53 ships remaining those 
also are reckoned which returned home before they came into the English 
qhanell. Two gal eons of those which were returned, were hy misfortune 
burnt as they rode in the haven j and such like mishaps did many others 
undergo. Of 30000 persons which went in this expedition* there perished 
{according to the number and proportion or the ships] the greater and better 
pur t; he id many of them which came home, by reason uf the tysEes and 
inconveniences which they sustained in tills voyage, died not long after 
their arrival]. The Duke of Medina immediatly upon iiJ^ return* was 
deposed from his authority, commanded to his private house, and forbidden 
to repaire unto the Court ; where he could hardly static or yedd a reason 
unto his malicious enemies and backbiters. Many honourable personages 
and men of great renowme deceased soone after their retume ; as namely 
John Martines do Ricilde* with divert? other?. A great part also of the 
Spanish Nobility and Gentry employed in this expedition perished either 
by fight, diseases* or drowning* before their arrival s 3c among the re*r 
Thomas Percnot of Granduell a Dutchman, bring earlc of CstJHebrdj and 
sonne unto Cardinal! Umududl his brother. 

Upon tile coast of Zriand Don Diego dc Pimentel], brother unto the 
.Vfartjues de Tamrtares, and kinsemaii unto the carlo of BeEicvcniutn & 
Calva, and Cotondl over 32 bands with many other in the same ship was 
taken and detained as prisoner in Zriand, 

Into England (as wc sayd before) Don Pedro de Valdez* a man of singular 
experience, and greatly honoured in his countrey, was led captive, being 
accompanied with Don Vasque* de Silva* Don Alonzo de Say as, and others 
Likewise upon the Sco&h Western* Isles of Lewis* and J la, and about 
Cape Cantyre upon the main* kftd, there were cast amv certain* Spanish 
shipper, our of which were saved divers Captamcs anrf Gentlemen, and 
almost fqurc hundred sou Idlers, who for the most part, after ibeiir >hipwraeke, 
were brought unto Edenborough in Scotian^ and being miserably needy 
and naked, were there clothed at the liberality of the King and the Mar- 
chants, and afterward were secrecy shipped for Spine j but the Scothb 
fleet wherein they passed touching at Yarmouth on the coa^t of Norfolkc, 
were there stayed for a time until! tile Counsels pleasure was knowen ; 
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who in regard of their manifolde miseries, though they were enemies, 
wincked at their passage. 

Upon the Irish coast many of their Noblemen and Gentlemen were 
drowned ; and divers slaine by the barbarous and wilde Irish. Howbeit 
there was brought prisoner out of Ireland, Don Alonzo de Lu£on, Colonell 
of two and thirtie bandes, commonly called a terza of Naples ; together 
with Rodorigo de Lasso, and two others of the family of Cordova, who were 
committed unto the custodie of Sir Horatio Palavicini, that Monsieur de 
Teligny the sonne of Monsieur de la Noiie (who being taken in fight neere 
Antwerpe, was detained prisoner in the Castle of Turney) might be 
raunsomed for them by way of exchange. To conclude, there was no 
famous nor woorthy family in all Spaine, which in this expedition lost not 
a sonne, a brother, or a kinseman. 

For the perpetuall memorie of this matter, the Zelanders caused newe 
coine of Silver and brasse to be stamped : which on the one side contained 
the armes of Zeland, with this inscription : GLORY TO GOD 
ONELY : and on the other side, the pictures of certeine great ships, with 
these words : THE SPANISH FLEET : and in the circumference 
about the ships : IT CAME, WENT, AND WAS. Anno 1588. 
That is to say, the Spanish fleet came, went, and was vanquished this yere ; 
for which, glory be given to God onely. 

Likewise thev coined another kinde of money j upon the one side whereof 
was represented a ship fleeing, and a ship sincking : on the other side foure 
men making prayers and giving thanks unto God upon their knees ; with 
this sentence : Man purposeth ; God disposeth. 1588. Also, for the 
lasting memory of the same matter, they have stamped in Holland divers 
such like coines, according to the custome of the ancient Romans. 

While this woonderfull and puissant Navie was sayling along the English 
coastes, and all men did now plainely see and heare that which before they 
would not be perswaded of, all people thorowout England prostrated them¬ 
selves with humble prayers and supplications unto God : but especially 
the outlandish Churches (who had greatest cause to feare, and against 
whom by name, the Spaniards had threatened most grievous torments) 
enjoynea to their people continuall fastings and supplications, that they 
might turne away Gods wrath and fury now imminent upon them for 
their sinnes : knowing right well, that prayer was the onely refuge against 
all enemies, calamities, and necessities, and that it was the onely solace 
and reliefe for mankinde, being visited with affliction and misery. Like- 
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wise such sgfenftnc dayes of supplication were observed rhorowout the 
united Province*, 

Also a while after the Spanish Fled was lieprd, there was in England, 
tiy the cammamtaneftt of her Majestic, and in the united Provinces, by the 
direction of the States, a solemn* festival! day puhlikely appointed, wherein 
, I persons were enjoyned m resnrr unto the Church, and there to render 
thLinks said pishes unro God : and the Preachers were commanded to 
exhort the people thereunto. 1 he foresavd solemnity was observed upon 
the 29 of November; which day was wholly spent in fasring, prayer, and 
of thanks. 



Likewise, riic Queens Majestic beredfe, i mi raring the ancient Romans, 
rode into London in triumph, in regard of her owne and her subjects 
glorious deliverance. For being attended upon very solemncly by ail die 
principal) estates and officers at her Realme, she wa$ carried thoraw lier 
aayd City of London in a tryumpham charior, and in robes of triumph, 
friirn her Palace unto the Cathedral I Church ufSiiiut Paul, out of the which 
thft ensign<rs and colours of the vanquished Spaniards hung displayed. And 
a!i the Citizens of London in their Liveries stood on either side the street, 
by their severdi Companies, with their ensignes and banners : and the 
streets were hanged on both sides with Blew cloth, which, together with 
the fufesavd banners, vedded a very stately and gallant prospect Her 


Majestic bong entered into the Church, Together with her Clemie and 
Nobles gave thanks unto God, and caused a puhliice Sernmn to be preached 
before her at Pauls crosse \ wherein none other argument, was handled, 
but that praise, honour, and glory might be rendered unto God, and that 
Gods name might be extolled by thanksgiving. And with her owne princely 
voice she most Christianly exhorted the people to doc the same : whereupon 
the people with a loud acclamation wished her a most long and happy life, 
to the confusion of her foes, 

1 hus the magEiihcenr, huge, and mighty Sect of the Spaniards (which 
themselves termed in all places invinciUcJ such as savfcd not upon the Ocean 
sea many hundreth yecres before, in the yeere T5S8 vanbhed into umfce ; 
to the great confusion and disonucqgcment of the authe-urs thereof. In 
regard of which her Majesties lLappy ru cerise all her neighbour, and friends 
congratulated w ith her, and many verses w ere penned to rhe honour of her 
Majesty by learned men, whereof some which came ro our hands we will 
here annexe. 
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AD SERENISSIMAM ELIZABETHAM ANGLLE 

REGINAM. 

THEODOR. BEZA. 


HE Spanish Fleet did flote in narrow Seas, 

And bend her ships against the English shore. 
With so great rage as nothing could appease, 

And with such strength as never seene before : 
And all to joyne the kingdome of that land 
Unto the kingdomes that he had in hand. 

Now if you aske what set this king on fire. 

To practise warre when he of peace did treat. 

It was his Pride, and never quencht desire, 

To spoile that Islands wealth, by peace made great : 

His Pride which farre above the heavens did swell, 

And his desire as unsuffic’d as hell. 

But well have windes his proud blasts overblowen. 

And swelling waves alayd his swelling heart. 

Well hath the Sea with greedie gulfs unknowen, 

Devoured the devourer to his smart : 

And made his ships a pray unto the sand. 

That meant to pray upon anothers land. 

And now, O Queene, above all others blest. 

For whom both windes and waves are prest to fight, 

So rule your owne, so succour friends opprest, 

(As farre from pride, as ready to do right) 

That England you, you England long enjoy, 

No lesse your friends delight, then foes annoy. 
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